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ADVERTISEMENT 

The  general  curiosity  excited  by  the  publication  of 
an  authentic  account  qfEarl  Macartney's  Embassy  to 
China  has  induced  the  Editor  to  compile  the  present 
volume^  which  will  be  fqund  to  give  a  better  and  more 
copious  account  of  that  Mmpire  than  has  hitherto  ap- 
peared.  The  flimsy  abridgements  of  Sir  George  Staun- 
ion^s  -work  give  but  a  very  indij^erent  view,  either  of 
the  Mission  itself,  or  the  ohjeSts  of  it. 

In  the  following  sheets  nothing  is  omitted  that  de- 
served  to  be  noticed,  and  some  corredlions  and  obser^ 
nations  are  made,  which  cahfi6t'brAf.gwe^thi8.  account 
a  superiority  over  every  other. '  'Xbe  Editor  has  great 
pleasure  in  adding,  that  the  z^2£s^/;4' iPc^ertatioti 
on  the  Antiquity  of  China  waiVMVp'ifilyyommuni^ 
cated  to  him  by  a  writer  of  eminent  celebrity  I' who  has 
paid  more  than  an  ordinary  attention  to  the  Chinese 
History,  and  who  will  in  a  short  time  favour  the 
world  with  the  result  of  his  observations  and  en- 
quiri^  .  ^ 
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It  is  remarkable  that  the  Eiiroptens  should  have 
given  an  appellation  to  this  country  so  very  dis- 
similar  to  any  of  those  by  which  it  i&  known 
among  the  oriental  nations. 

The  Chinese  themselves  give  it  the  name  of 
Tchong-koue,  or  the  Middle  Kingdom,  from  the 
vain  idea  that  it  is  the  central  empire  of  the 
world,  round  which  all  other  nations  are  placed 
as  so  many  dependent  satellites.  The  Moguls, 
call  it  Cathay^  by  which  it  was  much  known  in 
Europe  formerly ;  the  Mantchew  Tartars,  Kican- 
Courou ;  the  Japanese,  Thau  ;  and  the  Cochin* 
Chinese,  Cin. 

The  Chinese  historians  say  that  their  first  Em- 
perors who  penetrated  into  the^west  .were  called 
Tsiiiy  or  lai'tsin ;  and  if  so,  this  name  might,  pro- 
bably, have  passed  through  India  to  Persia  and 
Egypt,  and  by  that  channel  reach  Europe  with  a 
slight  variation. 

This  mighty  empire  extends  from  north  to 
south  eighteen  degrees,  and  from  east  to  west 
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'  not  much  less ;  and  if  its  tributary  countries  are 
taken  into  the  acdount^  it  will  be  found  to  reach 
above  900  leagues  from  north  to  30uth^  and  about 
ISOO  from  east  to  west. 

It  lies  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Asia,  being 
bounded  to  the  north  i)y  Tartary,  from  which 
it  is  divided  partly  by  ridges  of  inaccessible 
mountains,  and  partly  by  a  wall  no  less  than 
1500  miles  in  length.  On  the  east  it  is  bounded 
by  the  sea  ;  on  tlie  west,  partly  by  the  Mogul 
empire,  and  partly  by  chains  of  mountains  and 
sa^idy  desarts ;  on  the  sOdth  its  boundaries  are 
the  kingdoms  of  Ton-king,  Laos,  and  Cochin* 
China,  and  the  Indian  SW. 

China  is  divided  into  fifteen  provinces,  ex- 
clusive of  Lyan-tong,  which,  though  it  lies  out- 
side of  the  great  wall, forms  part  of  the  Emperor's 
dominions.  These  provinces  are,  1.  Chen-si; 
•  2.  Chan -si ;  3.  Pe-che-li,  which  lie  to  the  north, 
along  the  wall ;  4.  Chan-tong  ;  s.  Kyan-nang'; 
6.  Che-kyang ;  7  Fokien,  all  situated  along  the 
coast  of  the  Eastern  Sea ;  8.  Quang-tong ; 
9.  Quang-si;  10,  Yu-nan  ;  II.  Se-thuen,  which 
lie  to  thp  south  and  south-west:  and,  12.  Honan  ; 
1».  Huquan  ;  14.  Queychew;  15.  Kyansi,  which 
occupy  the  middle  space. 

Of  these  we  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  de- 
scription, omitting  any  accounts  of  such  places 
as  are  particularly  described  in  the  following  re- 
Jation  of  the  British  Embassy. 
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We  shall  begin  v/ith  the  capital  of  the  empire^ 
ivhich  is 

THE   PROVINCE   OF   PE-CHE-Lr. 

This  province  has  nine  cities  of  the  first  diss, 
under  which  are  about  forty  of  an  inferior 
rank.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  wall, 
€>n  the  east  by  the  sea,  on  the  south  by  Chan-tong 
and  Honan,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Chan-si 
mountains. 

The  soil  is  sandy,  and  the  face  of  the  country 
Hat  and  level.  But  though  its  latitude  does  not. 
exceed  42  degrees,  it  is  remarkable,  that  during 
four  months  in  the  year  all  its  rivers  are  frozen 
over,  so  as  to  bear  the  passage  of  heavy  laden 
waggons.  Yet  the  cold  is  not  severe  during 
these  sharp  frosts,  which  circumstance  is  attri- 
Buted  to  the  immense  quantities  of  nitre  with 
which  the  air  is  impregnated.  Entire  fields  are 
covered  with  this  substance,  and  in  some  parts  of 
the  province,  every  morning  at  sun  rise  they  ap- 
|)ear  as  white  as  if  sYiow  had  fallen  during  the. 
night  This  is  gathered  by  the  poor  people,  who 
make  use  of  no  other  salt.  In  winter  the  earth  is 
frozen  two- or  three  feet  deep.  But  the  industry 
of  the  inhabitants  renders  this  province  fertile  and 
pleasant.  By  the  nitrous  quality  of  the  air,  the 
people  are  freS  from  many  fatal  disorders  which 
desolate  other  countries,  and  the  plague  was  never 
heard  of  among  them. 

Father  Amior,  a  very  intelligent  missionary 
i»bo^  resided  at  Pe-kin,  relates,  that  ail  kinds  of 
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water  here,  both  springs  and  rivers,  have  the  re- 
markable quality  of  leaving  a  sort  of  tartar  in  the 
vessels  in  which  it  has  been  kept  and  boiled.  It 
is  white  when  left  by  water  that  has  not  been 
boiled,  and  yellow  in  that  which  has.  It  is  devoid 
of  smpll  or  taste,  and  totally  useless. 

Owing  to  the  nitrous  quality  of  the  air  in  this 
province,  provisions  are  kept  for  a  long  time  with- 
out being  subje<5t  to  corruption.  All  sorts  of  game 
brought  out  of  1  artary  to  Pekin,  and  fish  carried 
from  market  to  market,  keep  without  salt  for  a 
long  time.  The  inhabitants  of  Pecheli  have  not 
that  disposition  for  science  which  distinguishes 
their  countrymen  in  the  south,  but  they  are  more 
hardy,  and  of  a  warlike  turn. 

•Pekin,  the  capital  of  the  empire,  is  in  this  pro- 
vince ;  its  name  signifies  the  Northern  Court,  to 
distinguish  it  from  Nanking,  which  is  called  the 
Southern  Court,  and  which  was  the  residence  of  the 
Emperor  till  the  incursions  of  the  Tartars  render- 
ed it  expedient  for  him  to  remove,  with  his  nu- 
nierous  military  guard,  nearer  the  great  wall,  in 
order  to  oppose  them. 

The  police  of  this  city  is  admirable.  Burglaries 
or  murders  are  crimes  hardly  known.  In  every 
principal  street  is  a  guard-room,  and  soldiers  are 
on  the  patrol  both  night  and  day  ;  each  has  a  sabre 
suspended  from  his  girdle,  and  a  >\hip  in  bis  hand, 
to  corrc6l  any  persons  who  may  occasion  disorder, 
without  distinction i 

The  leaser  streets  are  guarded  in  the  same  n)an- 
ncr,  with  the  addition  of  latticed  gatcs^  which  ure 
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always  shiit  in  the  night ;  nor  can  any  one  go  in 
or  out  without  having  a  lanthorn,  and  communi- 
cating his  business. 

No  one  is  allowed  to  be  walking  -about  unncces- 
sai'ily  in  the  night.  Even  those  who  are  on  the 
Emperor's  concerns  are  examined,  and  if  their 
answer  is  vague  they  are  committed  to  the  guard* 
room.  The  Governor  of  the  city,  also,  is  obliged 
to  go  his  round  ;  and  the  officers  who  are  sta- 
tioned on  the  walls' are  constantly  sending  their 
subalterns  to  examine  the  quarters  round  the  spot 
where  they  are  posted.  The  soldiers  which  guard 
,  the  city  are  also  obliged  to  see  that  the  streets  are 
well  cleaned  every  day,  that  they  are  watered  in 
dry  weather,  morning  and  evening,  that  all  nui- 
sances are  removed,  and  that  the  kennels  are  kept 
clear. 

By  these  means  the  city  is  preserved  in  order 
and  in  healthy 

The  Viceroy  of  Pecheli  resides  at  Pao-ting-fou, 
which  is  the  next  city  to  Pekin,  having  twenty 
i^thers  under  it.  The  surrounding  country  is 
'fertile  and  pleasant.  This  city  lies  in  the  great 
road  Teading^  from  Pekin  to  the  province  of 
Chansi. 

The  next  is  Ho-kien-fou,  having  seventeen 
cities  under  its  jurisdiction. 

Iching-ting-fou  presides  over  thirty-five  cities, 
^t  is  about  four  miles  in  circumf%rence.  To  the 
north  of  this  city  are  several  mountains^  said  by 
the  Chinese  to  contain  various  simples  and  curi- 
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ous  plants.    Several  sepulchral  monuments  are 
crefted  on  them. 

Chun-te-fou  has  only  nine  cities  wnder  its  com-* 
mand.  The  country  about  it  is  rich  and  pleasant, 
arising  from  its  numerous  rivers  and  lakes  of 
fresh  waten^  It  is  celebrated  for  its  craW-fish, 
^hich  produces  a  sand  used  for  polishing  precious 
stones.  The  best  touch*stone  in  China  is  found 
here. 

Quang-'ping-fou  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
province,  having  also  nine  cities  under  it.  There 
is  a  temple  here  dedicated  to  those  Chinese  wha 
discovered  the  secret  of  nnaking  themselves  im*' 
mortal. 
.    Tai-mingfou  has  nineteen  cities  in  its  dietri^. 

Yung-ping-lou  lies  near  the  sea,  and  is  sur^ 
rounded  by  mountains,  in  which  tin  is  found. 
Paper  is.  made  here.  At  a  little  distance  is  a 
fortress  called  Chan-hai,  lying  near  the  wall.  This 
city  has  only  six  inferior  ones  un^er  its  juris- 
diftion. 

Fuen-hoa  fou  is  an  extensive  and  populous  city, 
beautifully  built  and  highly  ornamented.  It  is 
near  the  wall,  and  has  under  it  ten  inferior  citiea ' 
and  numerous  fortresses,  that  guard  the  passage 
into  China  from  the  Tartars.  There  is  a  singular 
species  of  rats  here,  yellow,  and  much  larger* 
than  those  of  Europe ;  their  skins  are  in  great 
estimation  amojf^  the  Chinese.  In  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  are  chrystalj  marble,  and  por-» 
phyry. 
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th£  province  of  kiang  nan. 

This  is  the  second  province  of  the  empire,  and 
it  may  r^^nk  among  the  firist  for  commercial  con- 
sequence and  fertility. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  provinces  of 
Honan  and  Houquang,  on  the  south  by  Tche- 
kiang  and  Kiang>si,  and  on  tlie  east  by  the  gulph 
of  Nan-king,  and  on  the  north  by  Chan-tong. 

This  is  a  very  extensive  province,  containing 
fourteen  cities  of  the  first  rank,  and  ninety-three 
of  the  second  and  third  ;  all  these  are  large,  po- 
pulous,  and  trading.  The  whole  country  is  in« 
terse6led  by  lakes,  rivers>  and  canals,  in  conse* 
qiience  of  which  it  carries  on  a  great  trade, 

•The  manufadlures  of  this  province  are  held 
in  higher  esteem  every  where  than  those  of  any 
other  part  of  China*  In  the  village  of  Chang-hai, 
and  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  less  than* 200,000 
persons  employed  in  weaving  cotton  cloths.  On 
the  sea  coast  are  salt-pits^  which  nearly  supply 
the  whole  empire  Such,  in  fa(ft,  is  the  wealthy 
state  of  this  province,  that  it  pays  an  annual  tri- 
bute to  the  Emperor  of  not  less  than  32,000,000 
taels  of  silver,  besides  the  duties  on  imported  and 
exported  goods.  Each  taei  is  worth  about  six: 
shillings  sterling.  . 

The  inhabitants  are  polite  and  ingenious,  hav- 
ing  a  greater  aptitude  to  the  sciences  than  the 
Chinese  of  the  other  provinces  ;  and  hence,  many 
of  them  have  risen  to  the  first  dignities  of  the 
empire.    The  country  is  nv)stly  a  plain,  except 
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to  the  south,  where  there  are  a  few  mountains. 
It  has  a  number  of  c6nsiderable  sea  ports,  and 
large  navigable  rivers,  the  principal  of  which  are 
the  Yang-t&e,  which  runs  through  the  middle  oF 
the  province,  and  the  Whang-ho,  which  bounds 
it  on  the  north. 

This  province  is  divided  into  two  Govern- 
ments, the  eastern  and  the  western,  each  govern- 
ed by  a  separate  Viceroy,  the' first  residing  at 
Sou-tcheou-fou,  aad  the  other  at  Nyan-king  fou. 
Ndn-king,  or  Kiang-ning-fou,  is  the  capital  of  the 
province,  and  the  accounts  given  by  the  Chinese 
of  its  antient  grandeur,  though  marvellous,  have 
some  foundation  in  truth.  It  evidently  now  ex- 
ceeds in  extent  all  the  other  cities  of  the  empire, 
it  being,  to  a  certainty,  five  leagues  and  a  half  in 
circumference. 

The  following  account  of  the  impression  made 
on  the  mind  of  a  French  missionary  by  a  sight 
of  this  city,  is  related  by  Grosier:  '^  We  arrived 
at  Nan-king  on  the  2d  of  Jtine.  I  was  very  desirous 
of  seeing  this  city,  which  is  reckoned  the  largest 
in  the  world.  .The  suburbs  through  which  we  * 
passed  are  very  long,  biit  not  populous ;  the 
houses  stand  at  some  distance  one  from  another, 
having  reeds,  pools  of  water,  or  plantations  of 
bamboo  between  them.  We  took  a  view  of  the 
city- from  the  fifth  story  of  the  Porcelain  tower, 
which  commands  an  extensive  prospeft  ;  but  it 
did  not  appear  to  us  to  be  above  two-thirds  as 
large  as  Paris.  We  could  not  reconcile  this  with 
the  accounts, given  of  its  immense  ^extent,  but* 
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h^xt  tiibrning  explained  the  matter.  Wie  had 
travelled  a  full  league  from  Nan-king^  v^hen  we 
perceived^  on  a  sudden^  the  walls  of  a  city  rising 
amidst  mountains,  and  appearing  as  if  cemented 
to  the  rocks.  These  were  the  walls  of  Nan-king^ . 
U'hich^  leaving  the  city  where  it  now  stands^  h^ve, 
as  it  were^  retired  thithi^  to  inclose  a  space  of 
fifteen  or  sixifeen  leagues^  twelve  or  thirteen  of. 
which  are  not  inhabited." 

Nan-king  is  of  an  irregukr  shape,  owing  to  the 
mountains  which  are  contained  within  its  walls  ; 
and  in  consequence  of  the  seat  of  the  empire 
being  removed^  it  has  lost  much  of  its  splendour. 
Formerly  there  was  ^  superb  palace  in  it,  not  a 
trace  of  which  is  now  to  be  seen.  The  splendid 
nionuments  of  its  antient  Emperors,  and  various 
public  edifices^  are  all  tuipbled  into  ruuis,  and. 
even  its  once  celebrated  observatory  is  now  has* ' 
tening  to  the  same  state,^  among  people  who  pro* 
fess  the  love  of  science.  Near  one-third  of  the 
city  is  totally  a  desart ;  but  the  rest  is  well  built, 
populous>  and  carries  on  a  great  trade»  Though 
the  streets  are  narrower  than,  those  of  Pekin,  yet 
they  are  well  paved,  and  are  bordered  in  some 
places  with  a  variety  of  stpnes,  curiously  inlaid. 
The  gates  of  the  city  and  the  temples  have  a  beau 
tiful  appearance  -,  but  the  most  striking  edifice  is 
the  famous  porcelain  tower,  which  is  an  octagon 
building,  nine  stories,  or  two  hundred  feet  high, 
and  forty  in  diameter.  A  winding  stair-case  leads 
to  the  top,  fro|[n  whence  there  is  a  noble  prospe6t 
of  the  surrounding  country.    On  each  story  is  a 
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room  adorned  with  paintings  and  other  ornaments; 
but  that  which  is  the  most  beautiful  part  of  this 
building  is  the  cupola,  which  rises  From  the  up- 
permost story,  and  is  supported  by  a  mast  fixed 
in  the  floor  of  the  eighth  story,  round  which  a 
l^rge  iron  hoop  winds-  in  a  spiral  direftiori, 
giving  to  the  whole  the  semblance  of  a  hollow 
cbne  rising  in  the  air,  having  on  the  top  a  massy 
golden  ball.  From  each  angular  projedlion  a 
bell  is  suspended  by  chains  Or  wires,  which  -pro- 
duces a  tinkling  sotmd  by  every  vibration  of  the 
wind.  This  magnificent  stru6lure  takes  its  name 
from  the  variegated  tiles  wkh  which  it  is  covered. 
The  Chinese  pretend  that  it  hath  stood  seven 
hundred  years,  being  erefted  by  th^  Tartars  to 
celebrate  their  conquest  of  this  country  ;  but 
others  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  built  by  the  Em- 
peror Yong-lo,  and  consequently  that  it  i«  about 
four  hundred,  ye^rs  old. 

The  river  Yang-tse  was  formerly  muck  crowd- 
ed with  vessels ;  but  of  late  years  larjge  barks  do 
not  enter  it,  though  from  what  cause  fa  u&known. 
The  fish  in  thhsi  country  is  very  fine,  and  is  seat 
to  the  Court  in  vessels  employed  soteiy  for  the 
purpose ;  and  though  the  distance  Is  above  two 
hundred  leagues,  yet  tl^y  conmK)Aly  make  the 
passage  in  eight  or  n-ine  days.  Tho  fi»h  thus 
transported  is  covert  wfth  ice.  Nah*kkig'  has 
only  eig:ht  cities  withlh  its  district. 

The  second  city  iti  this  province  is  Sou-tcheou. 
Those  Europeans  who  have  been  there  compam 
it  to  Venice^  with  the  diflferMce  only,  that  the 
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one  is  built  in  the  sea^  and  the  other  is  inter* 
se6ted  by  fresh  water  canals. 

The  Chinese  authors  say  tbe  celestial  paradife  is 
above,  but  tbe  paradise  b^low  is  $ou-tcheou.  Bro- 
cades and  embroideries  of  great  beauty  and  value 
are  made  here*  It  is  a  place  •f  great  trade^ 
having  eight  cities  undei;  its  Jurisdidion..  Song; 
ktang-fou  is  built  on  th^  yi^ater  side^  and  carries 
on  a  very  extensive  trade  in  cotton  cloths.  It 
has  under  it  four  citiet,  . 

Tchin*tcheou#fou  lies  oti  the  side  of  th/t  danal 
leading  from  Sou-tcheou  to  Kiang«  and  thence 
possesses  a  good  trade»  chiefly  in  a  particular 
earthen  ware  highly  valued  by  the  Chinese^  who 
prefer  it  to  more  elegant  porcelain  made  else- 
where* This  city  has  five  others  dependant  oi^ 
it.  .  - 

Tchin-kiang-fou  lies  on  the  sea*coast^  and  hds 
Si  large  garrison  in  it.  It  is  a  place  of  great  beauty 
and  trade,  but  has  only  three  cities  under  its 
jurisdi^ion. 

Hoai-nyan-fou  lies  in  a  marshy  and  is  surroui^d- 
ed  by  a  tr\ple  walL  As  the  place  stands  beneath 
the  b^d  of  the  canal  it  is  always  liable  to  be  over- 
flowed. A  great  Mandarine,  wh?  h^  the  care  of 
the  canals  and  navigation,  has  a  palace  here.  This 
d^  has  eleven  others  under  it 

Yang<tcheou  is  a  large  and  populous  city,  in- 
tersected by  canalsj  and  having  twenty -four  stone 
bridges,  on  one  of  which  there  is  perpetually  such 
an  immense  throng  of  passengers,  that  a  ferry* 
boat  is  constantly  employed  near  it. 
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THE  POVINCE  OF  ^YAN-SI. 

This  province  is  boupdcd  oh  the  nprth  by 
Kyan-nang,  on  the  >v^  by  HpUrquap,  on  the 
south  by  Quang-tpng,  and  on  the  east  by  Fokiea. 
and  Che^kiangi  XJotwitJist^nding  the  fertility 
of  the  country,  it  is  so  very  populous  th^t  it  can 
hardly  supply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants. 
'  The  mountains  of  this  province  abound  in 
;»iniple6,  apd  Klines  of  gold,  silyer,  l?ad,  irpp,  an(J 
tin.  The  rice  v^hich  groves  here  i$  held  in  such 
esteepi,  that  severjjl  vessels  ore  ladep  with  it  every 
year  for  ^he  use  of  tl^e  Cpuyt ;  find  the  porcelain 
made  her^  Is  the  pfiost  valuable  in  Ghinl^: 

There  are  in  this  provinc?  thirteen  cities  of 
the  fir^t  classjj  and  BCY?nty?ight  of  t^i?  $ecpn4 
Und  third, 

The  capital  is  Nan-tcbang.fb.u,  which  is  the 
residence  of  a  Viceroy,  and  has  under  Its  Juris, 
diftion  eight  pities.  The  onljT  trade  carried  on 
|)ere  is  that  of  porpelain.  To  such  ^n  extent  is 
cultivaticui  carried  in  this  country  that  there 
are  scarcely  pastures  enough  left  for  the  cattle. 

Jao-tchpu-fpu  lies  pn  the  river  Po,  which 
empties  itself  near  it  into  the  lake  Po-yang.  It 
has  under  it  seven  cities  of  the  third  rank.  A 
village  near  this  city,  called  King-te-tching,  is 
famous  for  its  beautiful  porcelain.  It  is  calcu- 
lated that  not  less  than  a  million  of  inhabitants 
are  contained  in  this  village,  which  extends  ^ 
league  and  half  along  the  side  of  a  beautiful  river^ 
Th(5  houses  afe  regular,  and  the  streets  narrow% 
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Alrnost  all  the  tiecessarieft  of  life  are  broyght 
bit  her  from  places  at  ^  great  distance,  and  even 
the  wood  used  in  their  ftirnaces  comes,  at  least, 
one  hundred  leagues*  Yet,  notwithstanding  th^ 
dearness  of  provisions,  a  ^reat  number  of  poor 
people  resoyt  hither^,  as  they  are  certain  of  meet; 
ing  with  employment  here.  Children,  and  per- 
sons who  are  past  other  occupations,  find  their 
services  necessary  at  this  place,  and  even  th^  blind 
earn  a  subsistence  by  pounding  colours/ 

An  extensive  harbour,  in  the  form  of  a  bason; 
is  made  here  by  the^iver,  which  is  covered  with 
vessels. 

There  are  about  five  hundred  furnaces  in  con- 
stant employ  for  making  porcelain  here ;  and 
the  fires  and  volumes  of  sntoke  which  proceed 
from  them  indicate  the  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance  of  the  village,  even  at  a  distance.  Great 
iealousy  is  entertained  of  strangers,  ^ who  must 
either  sleep  on  board  the  barks  which  conveyed 
them  hithier,  or  with  their  friends,  who  are  an- 
swerable for  their  conduft. 

The  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  porcelain  made 
in  this  place  is  attributed  to  some  peculiar  pro- 
perty in  the  water ;  as,  it  is  said,  the  same  ma- 
terials and  workmen  cannot  produce  the  like  any 
where  else. 

Koang.fin-fou  is  environed  by  lofty  mountains, 
whiph  abound'  in  crystaU  It  has  within  its  dis* 
tri6k  seven  cities  of  the  third  class. 

Nang-kang-fou  is  situated  on  the  lake  Po-yang, 
f^nd  abounds  in  fishj  corn>  and  rice,  and  a  sort  of 
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hemp,  of  whifib  is  made  a  goqd  summer  cloth. 
Its  jurisdiAion  extend^,  over  four  cities  of  the 
third  class.        '  -  i 

Kyew-]^yan-fou  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
Yangtze,  which,  though  it  is  here  not  less  than 
one  hundred  leagues  from  the  sea,  abounds 
with  salmon,  dolphins,  and  trout*  This  city 
has  five  others  of  the  third  class  under  its  com^ 
ynand. 

Kyen-tchang-fou  is  only  noted  for  making  4 
sort  (^  wine  from  rice,  and  a  linen  which  is  much 
worn  in  the  summer  time.  It  has  five  tities  of 
the  third  class  under  its  jurisdiftion. 

Foii-tchew-fou  hath  six  cities  of  the  third  rank. 
It  was  formerly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities 
in  the  empire,  and  its  walls  were  very  extensive  ; 
but  it  was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  the  in* 
cursions  of  ^  Tartars,  and  its  walls  and  prin^ 
cipal  buildings  are  in  ruins. 

Lin-kiang-fou  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
Yu-ho.  Its  chief  trade  consists  in  oranges,. with 
which  the  adjacent  mountains  are  covered.  Yet 
the  city  is  so  depopulated,  that  the  Chinese  have 
a  saying,  that  one  bqg  would  maintain  Lin^kiang  a 
whole  day.  It  has  four  cities  of  the  third  rank 
under  it. 

Ki-nyan-fou  hath  nine  cities  of  the  third  class- 
It  stands  on  the  Kyang  river,,  which  runs  here  so 
rapidly  J,  among  a  number  of  rocks,  as  to  rende^r 
navigation  very  difficult 

Cboin-tcheou-fou  is  in  reality  two  cities,  divided 
from  each  other  by  the  river  Keu^^  over  which 
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arc  two  bridges,  one  of  stone  with  ten  arches, 
and  the  other  of  boats,  which  rises  and  falls  with 
the  tide.  The  north  side  is  called  the  Mandarine 
City,  as  all  of  that  rank  reside  in  it ;  while  the 
other  is  chkfiy  tenanted  by  burgers  and  trades* 
raea.  This  distriA  is  so  healthy  and  fertile  that 
it  is  c^led  by  the  Chinese  the  Happy. 

Yuen-tcheou-fou  hath  only  four  cities  of  the 
third  rank  under  it,  but  it  furnishes  the  rest  of 
China  with  abundance  of  vitriol  and  alum. 

Kan-tcheoQ-fou  hath  twelve  cities  of  the  third 
rank  under  it.  It  lies  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  which  receives  another  at  a  small  distance ; 
»t  the  confluence  of  these  is  a  large  bridge  of 
boats,  on  which  stands  the  custom-house,  where 
all  vessels  are  stopped  and  searched.  There  is 
a  great  trade  carried  on  in  this  city,  and. the 
country  around  it  abounds  with  trees,  which  pro- 
duce varnish  for  japanning.^  A  little  distance 
from  the  city  is  a  current  which  rushes  with  great 
violence  over  numerous  Scattered  rocks,  for  the^ 
apace  of  above  twenty  teagues. 

Nan-nyan-fou  is  the  most  southern  capital  of 
this  province,  aftd  hath  four  cities  under  it  It  is 
a  beautiful,  spacious,  commercial  city,  and  much 
frequented. 

In  the  mountams  which  divide  this  province 
fipom  Fokien  and  Quang-tong  dwell  a  savage 
people^  who  aflfedl  an  indepertdance  both  of  the 
Chinese  and  the  Tartars,  and  who,  in  fa6^,  keep 
themselves  so  by  the  inaccessible  height  and  rug- 
fednesa  of  theit  holds,  which  are  fnostfy  deep 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Sivi  bENERAL   rrESCRlPTiiDN 

caves  on  the  Very  tops  of  the  mountains,  f^rotii 
these  they  often  descend  in  bodies  to  plunder  thtf 
inhabitants  of  the  low  lands,  though  thfey  dard 
not  remain  Idng  from  their  habitations  for  fear  of 
meeting  with  the  soldiers  who  are  garrisoned 
hereabouts,  and  frdm  whom  they  hever  meet  any 
mercy.  Considerable  pains  have  been  taken  by 
the  Government  to  subdue  or  extirpate  thcs€l 
marauders,  but  without  success* 

THB  PROVINCE  OF  FO-klEW 

Is  bounded  an  the  north  by  Tche-kiang,  on  th<i 
west  by  Kiang-si,  on  the  south  by  Quang-tong« 
and  on  the  etftt  by  the  Chiilte^  sea. 

Though  it  i»  one  of  the  smallest  it  is  also  one  of 
the  richest  provinces  of  the  empire.  Its  natural 
produflions  are  musk,  preciqUs  stones,  quicksil* 
ver,  iron  and  tin  ;  apd  its  manufa6lures  are  tools 
of  all  kinds,  silks  and  cloths.  This  province  is 
also  said  to  contain  mines  of  gold  and  silver^ 
which,,  however,  are  forbid  to  be  opened  under 
pain  of  death. 

The  great  number  of  bays  on  the  sea  cofist  enable 
the  inhabitants  to  carry  on  an  extensive  traffic  ; 
and  so  great  is  the  number  of  ships,  that  when  the 
Emperor  threatened  to  make  war  against  Japan ^ 
this  province  offered  him  such  a  number  as  should . 
make  a  bridge  from  one'country  to  another.  The 
numerous  mountains  are  clothed  with  forests^ 
the  trees  of  which  are  fit  for  ship-building;  The 
inhabitants  have  an  excellent  mode  of  improving 
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tliese  mountains,  by  cutting  those  that  are  of  a 
soft  nature  into  the  forni  of  terraces,  one  above 
another^  and  sowing  thereon  corn  and  rice  ;  and 
they  supply  the  last  with  water  either  from  the 
streams  that  come  down  the  mounta.ins,  or  from 
those  of  the  plain's,  which  they  have  th6  art  of 
raising  up  to  the  highest  mpuntains,  and  of  con* 
veying  from  one  mountain  to  another  by  pipes 
made  of  bamboo,  which  is  cultivated  here  in  great 
quantities  for  this  purpose.  The  mountains 
ivhich  are  thus  formed  are  usually  of  a  soft  na- 
ture ;  But  where  the  rock  is  too  hard  to  be  cut, 
they  content  themselves  with  planting  a  variety 
of  trees  for  building  and  fuel,  so  that  no  spot  is 
left  uncultivated. 

The  trade  carried  on  in  this  province  with  Ja- 
pan,  Formosa,  Siam,  and  the  Philippine  islands, 
renders  it  extremely  opulent  and  populous.  It 
imports  from  those  places  cloves,  cinnamon^  pep- 
per, sanders-wood,  coral,  anjl  amber.  The  climate  * 
here  is  serene  and  healthy,  and  the  soil  very  fruit- ' 
ful.  The  people  of  this  province  not  only  speak 
a  language  different  from  the  Chiaese,  but  what  is 
still  mpre  uncommon  and  inconvenient,  each  dis* 
utTi6t  hath  a  dialei5t  of  its  own.  The  Mandarine 
language,  which  is  generally  known  throughoutthe 
empire,  is  understood  here  by  few.  To  account 
for  this  it  must  be  observed^  that  Fokien  was  for- 
merly a  kingdom  of  itself,  a^d  held  out  against 
the  Tartars  long  after  those  invaders  had  con« 
quered  the  rest  of  China.  They  were  subdued  it 
test  only  by  treachery ;  and  hence  arise  their  dif- 
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ference  of  li^ngxiage  and  hatred  of  the  rest  of  the 
Chinese. 

They  are,  however,  a  very  industrious  and  in- 
genious people ;  but  much  given  to  cheating  of 
strangers.  Fokien  contains  nine  cities  of  the  firaitj^ 
and  sixty  of  the  third  class. 

Fou-tcheou-fou  is  a  beautiful  city,  aqd  carried 
dn  a  considerable  trade.  It  is  mostly  remarkable^ 
however,  for  its  magnificent  bridgp,  built  of  white 
stope,  having  onehundredarches,  and  ornamented 
with  a  double  ballustrade  throughout.  Thi£  city 
has  a  Viceroy,  and  has  under  it  nine  cities  of  the 
third  class.    . 

Tsuen-cheou-fou  is  equal  to  the  preceding-;  and 
to  most  in  the  empire.  It  has  seven  others  und^p 
its  jurisdiftion.  Near.it  is  a  bridge  of  surprise 
Ing  wofknfianship,  which  is  thus  described  by  a. 
Missionary  of  credit:  "  It  is  built  entirely  of 
black  stone,  and  has  no  arches,  but  above  three 
hundred  large  stone  pillars,  which  terminate 
on  each  side  in  an  acute  angle,  to  break  the  vio* 
lence  of  the  current  with  greater  facility.  Five 
stones  oT  equal  size,  laid  transversely  from  one 
pillar  to  anpther,  form  the  breadth  of  the  bridge, 
each  of  which  were  eighteen  of  iny  usuat  steps  it\ 
length;  of  these  there  are  one  thousand,  ajj  of  the 
same  size  and  figure.  It  is  a  wonderful  work, 
when  we  consider  the  great  number  of  these  heavy 
Btones,  and  the  pianner  in  which  they  are  support* 
fd  between  the  pillars !  Or»  each  side  are  buttresses 
construfted  of  the  same  kind  of  stone,  the  tops  qf 
which  are  ornamented  With  lipns  and  sijch  Ijke  ft^ 
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gures  On  pedestals,  I  sjpeak  here^nly  of  oae  part 
of  the  work^  that  which  is  between  the  city  o( 
Lo-yang  and  tlie  castle  built  upon  the  bridge ;  foi'^ 
beyond  the  castle/ there  is  another  part  equally 
fitupendousas  the  first/' 

Kien^ning^fou  has  eight  cities  of  the  third  tlasfl 
in  its  distridt.  When  the  Tartars  conquered 
China  it  endured  two  sieges^  and  long  held  out 
against  (he  conquerors  ;  it  was  at  last  taken^  and 
all  the  inhabitants  put  to  the  sword. 

Yeu-ping-fou  stands  on  the  brow  of  a  mountain, 
at  the  foot  of  which  runs  the  river  Min^ho.  It 
has  seven  cities  under  its  jurisdidiion;  one  of 
ivhfch  is  called  the  iilver  city,  from  the  fruitfujfiesa 
of  ita  lands. 

Tiogvcheou-fou^  Hing  boa  fou  and  Chao-hoa* 
foil  have  nothing  at  ail  remarkable. 

Tchang-tcheou  fou  is  a  commerciftl  city  of  con^'. 
sequence  Here  the  Missionaries  found  some 
traces  of  the  Christian,  religionj  and  one  of  then^ 
saw  an  ancient  book  on  vellum  written  in  Gothic 
characters,  and  containing  the  greatest  part  of  the 
scriptures  in  Latin.  He  offered  to  purchase  this 
manuscript ;  but  th^  owner  refused  to  part  with  it^ 
as  it  had  descended  from  his  an^estorsj  and  had 
always  been  regarded  with  veneration* 

In  the  province  of  Fokien  is  a  famous  port 
oalled  Hiamen,  or  Emouy^  which  is  so  capacious 
that  it  can  contain  severaKhousands  of  vessels ; 
and  the  water  is  so  de^p  that  those  of  tiie  largest 
burden  m%y  lie  close  to  the  tshotfi  without  any 
danger.    Till  the  European  trade  was  removed 
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to  Canton,  this  was  the  great  resort  of  foreign 
shipping,  and  it  is  still  a  place  of  jgreat  trade. 
Here  is  a  celebrated  temple,  dedicated  to  Fo.  It 
stands  on  a  plain  by  the  sea  coast,  and  at  the  foot 
of  a  high  mountain.  Tht  front  of  this  building 
is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length,  and  the 
gate  is  ornamented  with  figures  in  relief.  Im- 
mediately within  the  entrance  is  a  large  portico, 
having  an  altar  in  the  middle,  on  which  is  a  gi- 
gantic image  of  Fo,  made  of  brass,  gilt,  sitting 
dross-legged.  At  the  corners  of  this  portico  are 
four  other  statues  in  a  isitting  form,  eighteen  feet 
high,  each  of  which  is  formed  of  one  entire 
stone.  One  of  them  holds  a  serpent,  which  is 
twisted  in  difFerent  folds  round  his  body  ;  another 
has  a  bow  and  quiver,  the  third  has  a  battle-axe, 
and  the  fourth  a  musical  itvstrument  resembling 
a  guitar. 

Next  to  this  portico  is  a  square  outer  court, 
paved  with  stones  of  a  grey  colour,  the  least  of 
which  is  ten  feet  long  and  four  broad.  There  is 
a  pavilion  ofi  each  side  of  this  court,  with  a  dome 
at  the  top,  which  communicate  with  each  other 
by  a  gallery.  In  one  of  these  pavilions  is  a  bell 
ten  feet  in  diameter  ;  in  the  other  is  an  enormous 
drum,  with  which  the  bonzes  proclaim  the  new 
and  full  moon.  The  Chinese  bells  are  struck  on 
the  outside  by  wooden  hammers.  The  two  other 
pavilions  are  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
bonzes,  who  are  obliged  to  entertain  ali  travel- 
lers  that  come  hither. 
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In  the  middle  of  this  co^rt  ia  a  tower,  round 
v/hich  winds  a  stone  stair-case,'  that  leads  to  a  tern* 
ple^  the  dome  of  which  is  adorned  with  mosaic 
work^  and  the  walls  with  stone  figures  in  relief^ 
of  animals  and  monsters.  The  roof  is  supported 
by  pillars  of  varnished  wood.  The  pavement  is 
composed  of  shells,  so  placed  as  to  represent  birds^ 
inseds/ flowers,  &c. 

In  this  temple  is  an  altffr,  on  which  incense  is 
always  burning,  and  the  lamps  are  always  lighted. 
At  one  end  of  the  altar  is  an  urn  of  i>rass,  which 
emits  a  mournful  sound  on  being  struck  ;  and  op»^ 
po»te  to  it  is  a  wooden  machine  of  an  oval  form 
and  hollow,  and  both  are  designed  to  accompany 
the  voices  of  the  bonzes  in  celebrating  the  praises 
of  their  idol.  This  deity  is  called  Poussa,  whose 
image  stands  on  the  altar,  holding  an  infant  in 
his  arms ;  several  inferior  deities  are  ranged  round 
him  in  respectful  attitudes.  On  the  wall  are  hie- 
roglyphical  chara6lers  in  praise  of  the  idol ;  and 
«.mong  others  is  a  painting  in  fresco,  representing 
a  burning  lake,  in  which  several  persons  appear  to 
be  swimming,  some  borne  by  monsters,  and  others 
guarded  by  dragons  and  winged  serpents.  Out  of 
the  lake  rises  a  rock,  on  which  sits  the  God,  holding 
a  child,  who  seems  to  call  to  the  men  in  the  lake, 
irho  are  prcvente4  from  ascending  the  rock  by  an 
old  titan,  having  hanging  ears  and  horns  on  his 
head,  and  who  keeps  them  off  by  a  large  club. 
The  bonzes  are  themselves  ignorant  of  the  mean, 
jng  of  this  piece. 
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Leaving  the  tower^.  ^e  crow  the  court  into  a 
gallery^  containing  twenty  ^fout  brass  statues  of 
Chinese  philosophers^  and  at  the  end  is  a  dining- 
hall  for  the  bonzes.  After  passing  through  a 
largli  apartment  we  enter  the  temple  of  Fo,  which 
istlecorated  with  vases»  filled  with  artificial  flowers; 
but  the  idol  is  veiled  by  a  deep  ourtain  of  black 
gauze.  On  the  declivity  of  the  mountain  are  se- 
veral  gardens^  and  aumefous  pleasant  grottoa 
are  cut  out  in  the  rock. 

The  boqzes  are  very  hospitable  to^strangerg^ 
who  have  full  liberty  to  go  into  all  parts  of  theif 
temples,  except  certain  private  apartments/  in 
\vhich  these  monks  keep  women^  contrary  to  theii:' 
-law. 
.  In  the  isles  of  Pong-hou,  lying  between  Emouy 
and  f^ormosa,  is  a  Chinese  garrison ,  under  the  com* 
mand  of  a  Mandarine,  who  superintends  the  trad^^ 
itog  vessels  that  pass  between  China  and  For- 
mosa. These  islands  are  mere  rocks  or  ^and^i 
banka^  without  any  vegetation,  but  one  solitary 
tree. 

THE  PROVINCE  OFICHF/icUNG* 

This  province  is  bounded  on  the  soutlr-by  Fd* 
kien,  on  the  north  and  west  by  Kiaag  nan  and 
Kiang-si,  and  on  the  cast  by  the  sea-  The**  cli- 
mate is  pure  and  healthy,  and  the  countfy  i$  beau^ 
tifulfy  diversified  with  well  cultivated  mountains^ 
fertile  vales  and  plains,  that  are  watered  by  nn* 
merous  rivers  and  canals. 
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Immense  quantities  of  silk  worms  are  bred 
here,  the  plains  being  covered  with  mulberry  trees, 
which  are  kept  by  art  in  a  diminutive  size,  as  the 
Chinese  have  found  that  the  smallest  leaves  are 
the  best  for  the  use  of  the  worm.  The  principal 
trade,  therefore,  carried  on  in  this  province  is  in 
silks.  Those  wrought  in  gold  and  silver  are  in 
high  esteem  throughout  the  empire,  and  yet  it  is 
said  that  a  good  suit  of  silk  will  cost  less  here  thj^n 
one  of  the  coarsest  woollen  cloth  in  Europe, 

This  province  produces  excellent  hams,  and 
quantities  of  candles,  which  are  made  from  the 
tallow-tree. 

There  are  entire  forests  of  bamboo  herp,  with 
which  they  make  mats,  boxes,  and  combs,  besides 
tubes  for  telescopes,  cases,  and  other^  utensils. 
The  rivers  and  canals  are  covered  with  vessels  of 
a  very  neat  construction,  and  beautilully  orna- 
mented. The  iuhabitants  of^  tWs  province  are 
ingenious  and  civil,  but  much  addi6led  to  super- 
stitjon.  Here  are  eleven  cities  of  the 'first  classj 
seventy-two  of  the  third,  and  eighteen  fortresses. 

Hang- tcheou-fpu,  the  capital,  is  one  of  the  li^nest 
cities  in  the  empire.  It  b  twelve  miles  in  cir- 
cumference.  The  walls arehigh  and  very  thick, 
the  streets  long  and  straight,  but  narrow,  iind 
the  shops  numerous  and  rich.  Several  canals  run 
through  it,  oyer  which  is  an  astonishing  num- 
ber  of  bridges.  A  prodigious  trade  is  carried  on 
in  this  city,  chiefly  in  fine  and  rich  silks,  silver 
4nd  gold  brocades.  Its  situation  is  rendered  de- 
lightful by  a  litjtle  lake  called  Si-hu^  about  %\x 
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miles  in  compass,  close  to  the  walls  on  the  western 
side  of  the  city,  the  water  of  which  is  pure  and 
sweet.  The  banks  are  covered  with  beautiful . 
flowers ;  and  pleasant  arcades,  broad  causeways^ 
and  handsome  bridges,  have  been  erected  for 'the 
benefit  of  passengers.  In  the  lake  are  two  small 
islands,  where  there  are  pleasure  houses  and  a 
temple.  There  is  ah  imperial  palace  in  the 
neighbourhood.  f 

This  city  has  a  garrison  of  three  thousand  men 
under  -the  Viceroy,  and  one  of  seven  thousand 
under  a  Tartar  General.  Near  the  city  is  the 
mountain  of  Tching-ho-ang,  having  on  the  top  a 
high  tower,  which,  by  theaid  of  a  large  water-glass 
that  turns  the  hand  of  a  dial,  «heWs  the  hour  of 
the  day  at  a  great  distance ;  the  figures  of  the 
hours  being  eighteen  inches  in  length.  This  city 
hath  seven  cities  of  the  second  and  third  class 
under  its  jurisdiftion.    " 

Hou-tcheou-fou  stands  on  a  lake,  and  is  famous 
for  its  silk  manufaflures.  It  has  under  it  seven 
cities  of  the  second  and  third  class. 

Ning  po  fou,  called  by  Europeans  Lian-po,  is 
a  large  sea  port  on  the  eastern  sea,  opposite 
Japan,  It  has  a  wall  round  it,  built  of  free  stone, 
having  five  noble  gates,  besides  two  large  arched 
water-gates,  for  the  admission  of  barges.  The 
port  is  defended  by  a  citadel  on  a  high  rock,  at 
the  foot  of  which  vessels  must  pass  within  pistol 
shot;  but  the  passage  is  difficult  for  those  of 
burden,  as  there  is  no  more  than  fifteen  feet 
water  on  the  bar  at  spring  tides :  still  it  carries 
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on  an  exteogive  trade  ^ith  Batavia,  Siam,  and 
Japan. 

Eighteen'  pr  twenty  leagues  from  hence  is  the 
Island  of  Tcheau- Chan,  haying  a  tolerable  port^ 
reoiarkable  for  being  the  first  place  on  which  tbf 
English  landed  at  their  arrival  in  China«  Nlng* 
po  i)as  four  cities  under  its  jurisdidioni 

Chao-chii^-fpu  js  remarkable  for  the  chicanery 
of  its  inhabitants,  whose  skill  in  the  laws  is  so 
distinguished,  that  most  of  the  secretaries  belong* 
Ing  to  the  public  offices  throughout  the  empire 
are  chosen  from  among  them. 

A  little  way  from  this  city  is  a  tomb,  said  tob^ 
that  of  the  great  Yu>  close  to  which  is  a  splendid 
building  ere6led  by  the  Emperor  Changhi.  This 
district  comprizes  eight  other  cities  of.  the  third 
class. 

The  other  most  considerable  cities  of  this  pro- 
vince  are  seven,  but  they  exhibit  nothing  re- 
markable-  On  tKe  mountains  near  Tchu  tcheou* 
fou  are  said  to  be  pines  of  such  a  size  that  forty 
men  can  easily  be  concealed  in  v  the  trunk  oF 
each; 

THE  PROVINCE  OP  HON  QUANG. 

This  is  the  first  of  the  inland  provinces,  and  is 
divided  in  the  middle  by  the  river  Yang-tse  from 
east  to  west.  It  is  a  very  extensive  province,  fer- 
tile, healthy,  and  opulent,  having  a  vast  number 
of  rivers,  canals,  and  lakes.  Its  mountafns  abound 
with  lofty  pines  and  other  trees,  with  mines  of 
.     d 
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crystal,  iron,  tin,  tutenaag,  ah4  dther  mrtals,  be- 
sides  those  of  gold  and  silver,  the  working  of 
which  is  prohibited.  On  account  of  its  immense 
produftions  of  corn,  rice,  and  other  grain,  it  is 
called  the  Granary  of  China.  The  principal  ma- 
nufafilures  of  this  province  are  cotton  cloth,  and 
a  kind  of  paper  made  of  the  bamboo. 

It  is  divided  into  two  viccroyships,  the  northern 
and  the  southern.  The  first  contains  eight  cities 
of  the  first  rank,  and  sixty  of  the  second  and 
third  ;'  the  other  ha^  seven  of  the  first,  and  fifty- 
four  of  the  second  and  third. 

Vourtchang-fou,  -which  stands  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  province,  and  is  the  capital  of  the 
whole,  is  a  place  of  great  trade ;  and  the  river 
Yang-tse,  which  runs  by  it,  is  constantly  covered 
with  vessels,  which  resort  here  for  fine  teas,  bam- 
boo paper,  and  other  articles  of  commerce.  Its 
jurisdi6tion  extends  to  one  city  of  the  second  and 
nine  of  the  third  rank.  The  othei^  cities  of  this 
province  present  nothing  worth  noticing. 

THE  l»ROVIKCE  OF   HONAN  . 

Is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Pe-che-li  and  Chan- 
si,  on  the  west  by  Chen -si,  pn  the  south  by  Hon- 
quang.  and  on  the  east  by  Chan-tong.  From  the 
extreme  beauty,  as  well  as  situation  of  this  pro- 
vince, the  Chinese  call  it  the  Middle  Flower. 

The  antient  Emperors  had  their  residence  here. 
The  eastern  part  is  rich  and  well  cultivated,  di- 
versified with  beautiful  gardens,*  orchards,  and 
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pleasure  houses.  The  western  part  is  mountain- 
ous, but  it  abounds  in  timber,  metals,  minerals, 
plants,  and  immense  quantities  of  corn,  rice^ 
and  fruits.  Here  is  a  remarkable  lake,  the  water 
of  which  gives  an  inimitable  lustre  -to  silks  ;  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  of  Nan-yang  is  a  white 
spotted  serpent,  the  skin  of  which  is  by  the  Chi- 
nese physicians  infused  in  wine,  and  administered 
in  cases  of  tlie  palsy. 

Kai-fong-fou,  the  capital,  lies  about  four  miles 
from  the  river  Hoangho  ;  but  the  ground  about 
it  is  so  low,  that  the  river  is  higher  than  the  city, 
and  therefore,  to  prevent  being  overflowed,  dykes 
have  been  built,  which  reach  more  than  thirty 
leagues.  In  1642  this  place  was  besieged  by  a 
rebel  at  the  head  of  100,000  men,  and  the  Gene- 
ral who  came  to  its  relief,  foolishly  enough, 
thought  of  drowning  the  besieging  army  by  open^ 
ing  the  dyke,  by  which  means  h?  not  onlysuc* 
ceeded  in  destroying  the  enemy,  but  also  inun- 
dated the  city,  and  drowned  300,000  of  its  inha- 
bitants. A  new  city  was  afterwards  built  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  but  much  inferior  to  that 
which  was  destroyed.  It  hath  four  cities  of  the 
second  and  thirty  of  the  third  fahk  under  it. 

Tchang  te-fou  lies  in  the  most  northern  part 
of  the  province,  and  is  remarkable,  first,  for  a 
fish  somewhat  like  a  crocodile,  the  fat  of  which, 
when  once  kindled,  is  inextinguishable ;  and, 
secondly,  for  a  mountain  near  it,  so  steep,  that  in 
time  of  war  it  affords  a  certain  asylum  for  the 
inhabitants.  This  city  has  one  of  the  second  and 
six  of  the  third  rank  under  its  jurisdiflion. 
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Hou-nan-fbu  is  situated  amidst  mountains  and 
between  rivers,  and  is  very  considerable  fbi-  its' 
opulence  and  buildings.  The  Chinese,  who  call 
their  empire  the  navel  of  the  eaiib,  have  called 
this  city  the  centre  of  the  navel,  because  it  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  empire.  It  has  within  its  distriA 
one  cjty  of  the  second  and  thirteen  of  the  third 
rank.  In  one  of  these,  named  Tcng-fong-hien, 
is  an  observatory  ere6led  by  the  Chinese  astrono* 
nief  Tcheou-kong,  wherein  is  still  shewif  the  in- 
strument  by  which  he  found  the  meridian  shadow 
to  discover  the  height  of  the  pole  to  ascertain  the 
latitude.  He  lived  above  one  thousand  years  be* 
fore  the  Christian  aera,  and  is  said  by  the  Chinese 
to  be  the  inventor  of  the  mariner's  compass. 

The  other  cities  of  this  province  are  no  way 
remarkable. 

THE   PROVINCE   OF   CHANG-TONG 

Is  bordered  on  the  west  by  Pe-chc-li  and  park 
of  Ho-nan,  on  the  south  by  Kiang-nan,  on  the 
east  by  the  eastern  sea,  and  on  the  iM^rth  by  the 
same  and  part  of  Pe-che-li. 

It  is  divided  into  six  distri6ls,  containing  six 
cities  of  the  first  rank,  and  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen of  the  second  and  third.  There  are  also  along 
the  coast  about  sixteen  forts;  several  large  vil- 
lages, and  a  number  of  islands  furnished  with 
convehient  harbours. 

This  province  produces  all  the  necessaries  of 
life  in  such  abundance,  that  one  crop  is  sufficient 
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to  maintain  its  inhabitants  for  some  years  ;  but 
this  is  partly  owing  to  its  not  being  so  populous  as 
other  parts  of  the  empire. 

Besides  the  imperial  canal   which  crosses  this 

•province,  it  has  a  number  6f  rivers  and  lakes  by 

which  it  is  fertilized,  and  by  which  all  the  barks 

that  come  from  the  southern  parts  pass  to  Pekin. 

It  is,  however,  not  withodt  its  disadvantages. 
Locusts  are  in  great  abundance  here^  and  the 
wolves  come  down  from  the  mountains  in  droves, 
committing  great  ravages,  and  numerous  gangs 
ef  robbers,  that  lurk  in  the  mountains^  frequently 
plunder  the  inhabitants  of  the  plains. 
^  The  country  abounds  in  game,  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  celebrated  as  the  best  sportsmen  in 
the  empire.  i 

Such  an  immense  number  of  barks,  richly 
laden,  pass  through  this  province  by  the  Impe- 
rial canal,  that  the  amount  of  the  duty  collefted 
from  them  amounts  to  more  than  450,000 1. 
yearly.  These  pass  from  the  Yellow  River  into 
the. Imperial  canal  at  So-tsien,  from  whence  they 
proceed  to  Tei-ngin,  and  then  to  Lin-tcin,  where 
they  enter  the  river  Oei.  In  this  course  is  a  great 
number  of  locks*,  the  ingenuity  of  which,  to- 
gether with  every  other  part  of  this  "stupendous 
canal,  excite  the  astonishment  of  Europeans. 

Silk  is  produced  here  in  great  abundance,  not 
only  by  the  common  silk-worms  ,  but  bjr  a  kind 
of  worm  resembling  our  caterpillars. 

,  Tsi^nan-fou,  the  metropolis,  is  situated  to  the 
south  of  the  river  Tsing-ho,  by  which  it  commu- 
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nicateswith  the  great  canals  and  carries  on  ah  ex- 
tensive trade.  It  is  large  and  populous^  famous 
for  its  magnificent  buildings,  and  for  having  been 
the  abode  of  a  long  series  of  Emperors^  whose 
stately  monuments  on  the  neighbouring  hrlls 
afford  a  beautiful  prospeft.  Seventy-two  of  these 
Sovereigns  are  celebrated  in  the  Chinese  history 
for  their  peaceable  reigns^  and  for  their  public 
works. 

This  city  has  in  its  district  four  cities  of  the 
second/and  twenty-six  of  the  third  class*  In  one 
pf  these^  called  Yeu-tching,  is  made  a  sort  of  glass 
which  cracks  livhen  exposed  to  a  sharp  air. 

Yeu-tcheou-fou  stands  pleasantly  between  two 
rivers.  It  has  under  its  jurisdiction  four  citiesi 
of  the  second^  and  twenty-three  of  the  third  class ; 
one  of  these,  called  Tci-ning-tcheou,  is  hardly  in- 
ferior to  the  capital  in  size,  population,  or  trade. 
It  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Grand  Canal^ 
and  is,  therefore,  much  frequented  by  strangers. 
Another  city,  called  Kio-feou,  is  famous  for  being 
the  native-place  of  Cotifucius,  and  contains  several 
monuments  ere6ied  to  his  memory. 

Tong-tchangfou  has  within  its  distrift  three 
cities  of  the  second  and  fifteen  of  the  third  class. 
Of  these,  Liii-tcin-tcheou  is  the  most  noted.  It 
stands  on  the  Grand  Canal,  an^  carries  on  fi  great 
trade.  .  There  is  an  oflagonal  tower  in  this  place^ 
eight  stories  high,  the  walls  of  which,  on  th^ 
outside,  are  of  porcelain,  covered  with  figures ; 
within  side  they  are  encrusted  with  variegated 
pieces  of  marble  ;  a  staircase  winds  round  th§ 
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v^all,  and  on  each  story  is  a  handsome  gallc^ry^ 
with  a  gilt  ballustrade. 

On  the  cornices  and  proje6lions  of  this  tower 
are  hung  small  bells^  which  give  a  pleasant  sound 
with  every  motion  of  the  wind.  On  the  upperr 
most  story  is  an  idol  of  gilt  copper ;  and  near 
the  tower  are  some  temples  of  great  beauty. 

The  other  cities  of  this  province  are  not  re- 
markable. .  ' 

THE   PROVINCE  OP   CHAN-SI 

Is  one  of  the  least  in  the  empire,  and  is  bound- 
ed on  the  E.  by  Pe  che-li,  on  the  S.  by  Honan, 
on  the  W.  by  Chen-si,  and  on  the  N.  by  the  great 
wall.  It  is  said,  by  the  Chinese,  to  have  been  the 
first  inhabited  province  in  China.  The  climate  is 
serene  and  moderate,  notwithstanding  its  nume* 
rous  mountains,  some  of  which  are  very  high  and 
rugged  ;  but  the  greater  number  are  in  a  state  of 
cultivation,  terraces  being  cut  out  in  them  to  the 
summit,  which  product  quantities  of  corn  and 
other  grain. 

The  grapes  ii^  this  province  are  reckoned  the 
best  in  the  empire ;  but  no  wine  is  made  by  the 
Chinese.  The  mountains  contain  abundance  of 
coal,  which  the  people  pound  and  make  into 
round  cakes  with  water.  It  is  chiefly  used  in 
their  stoves,  made  in  the  form  of  beds,  and  on 
which  they  sleep. 

This  province  produces  also  musk,  porphyry, 
marble,  and  a  sort  of  jasper,  which  is  as  clear  and 
beautiful  ty&  agate. 
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Tai-yueo-fou^  the  capital^  is  about  nine  mlled 
in  circumference,  and  was  formerly  the  residence 
of  the  Royal  Family,  but  no  other  i^emains  of  its 
grandeur  are  left  than  ruined  palaces^  and  some 
princely  monuments  scattered  on  the  hills, . 

These  tombs  are  rendered  pleasingly  awful^  by 
several  groves  of  antient  cypresses* 

This  city  ha^  five  of  the  second^  and  twenty  of 
the  third  class,  within  its  district.  Its  chief  trade 
consists  in  hard-ware,  and  various  sorts  of  stufis, 
especially  fine  carpets. 

Pinhiang-fou  is  a  fine  city,  having  six  of  the 
second  and  twenty-eight  of  the  third  rank  undeir 
its  jurisdiflion. 

Fuen-tcheou-fou,  a  commercial  city  of  conse- 
quence and  antiquity,  stands  on  the  river  Quen- 
ho,  and  is  noted  for  its  warm  baths  and  springs, 
which  are  as  much  resorted  to  as  those  of  Eu- 
rope. It  has  under  it  one  city  of  the  second  and 
seven  of  the  third  class. 

Tai-tong-fou  is  a  strong  city,  close  to  the  great 
wall,  which  renders  it  of  importance,  as  the  only 
place  cxpQsed  to  the  depredations  of  the  Tartars. 
Its  fortifications  are  therefore  strong,  ahd  its  gar. 
rison  numerous.  Its  distrift  contains  four  cities 
of  the  second,  and  seven  of  the  third  rank. 

The  other  places  of  this  province  are  not  en- 
titled to  notice. 

THE   PROVINCE  OF   CHEN- SI. 

This  province  is  bounded  on  the  E.  by  the 
Moang-ho,  which  divides  it  from  C^an-si  > '  on  the 
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S.  by  th«  f^oyhncH  of  Setcinim  ahd  Hou-quMg ; 
on  ebe  N.  by  Tartary  and  the  great  wall^  and  on 
W.  by  Che  Mogul  counftry. 

It  i*  divided  into  two  parts^  the  eastern  and 
weateiu^  an4  o^fatnd  eight  cities  of  the  first  and 
one  hundred  atkl  six  of  the  second  and  third  ranlcj 
besides  numerous  fortresses;,  castles^  and  redoubt^ 
built  along  th^  gV€at  waiL 
Thls^Vinee  ift  fertile,  commercial,  and  wealthy. 
Though  ie  produces  little  ribe,  yet  the  inhabi- 
fanM  raifc  great  quantities  of  wheat  and  nuliet. 
It  suffbrs  tnuehj  at  times^  from  the  want  of  rain, 
and  armies  of  locusts  often  pour  destruAion  on 
its  fields^  The  Chinese  convert  these  inse6!s  iato 
food/ by  boiling  them.  This  province  abounds 
With  rhubarb,  rousk^  cinnabar,  wax,  honey^  and 
^oals ;  it  hat  also  gold  mines,  which  are  not  aU 
lowed  to  be  wor|f:ed :  gold  dust  is  i^fashed  so  fitn* 
tifully  from  the  mountains,  that  numbers  of  peo<» 
pie  earn  a  living  by  searching  for  it  in  the  streams. 
It  is  said  thdt  the  inhabitants  here  are  more 
potite  and  more  ingenious  than  any  others  in 
China. 

Si-ngan*fou,  the  capital,  is  oneof  the  most  beau- 
tiful  and  extensive  cities  in  the  empire.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a  wait,  four  leagues  in  circumfe4 
rence,very  thick  and  high,  flanked  with  numerous 
towers  at  a  little  distance  from  each  other,  and 
has  a  deep  ditch.  There  remains  in  this  city  a 
palace,  which  was  the  residence  of  tbeaotient  kings 
of  Chen-si.  This  people  were  once^a  terror  to 
their  neighbours.    They  are  still  chari^^rized  as 
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being  more  robust^  niore  warlike,  and  bcttef 
adapted  for  hardships  than  the  rest  of  the  Chi- 
;nese.  The  chief  of  the  Tartar  forces  employed 
to  defend  the  north  of  China,  are  garrisoned  here, 
luider  a  conimander  of  their  nation,  and  live  in  & 
part  of  the  city,  divided  from  the  rest  by  a  walL 
The  principal  Mandarines  of  this  province,  who. 
reside  in  this  place,  are  also  Tartars. 

A  singular  kind  of  bat  is  found  hereabouts,,  as 
large  as  a  fowl,  and  preferred  by  the  Qhinese  to 
the  flesh  of  a  chicken.  A  white  earth  is  produced 
in  this  country,  which  the  ladies  use  to  improve 
their  com  plexion. 

Father  Le  Compte  relates  a  strange  story,  that 
in  1625  a  monumental  table  of  marble  was  dug 
iip  near  this  city,  ten  feet  long,  and  six  broad  ;  on 
the  top  of  which  was  engraved  a  cross ;  and  just 
below  it  an  inscription,  partly  in  Chinese  charac- 
ters«  and  partly  in  Syriac,  to  this  eflfect:  That  axt 
angel  had  brought  tidings  that  the  Messiah,  was 
born  of  a  virgin,  in  Judea,  and  that  his  birtb  bad 
been  signified  to  the  Kings  of  the  East  by  a  new 
star  in  the  heavens ;  that  Olopsuen  came  into 
China  in  636,  where  he  was  kindly  received  by  the 
Emperor,  who  having  paid  particular  attention  to 
his  law,  issued  an  edi£l  in  his  favour,  and  that  of 
his  religion.  "  From  this,'*  says  he,  *'  it  appears 
very  plain  that  Christianity  was  known  in  China, 
and  countenanced  from  636  to  782,  when  the  mo« 
nument  wrs  ere^ed.  He  adds,  that'the  Emperor 
who  rejgned  when  this  table  was  found,  ordered 
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it  to  be  deposited  in  a  pagoda  about  a  mile  from 
this  city,  where  it  was  supposed  to  be  in  his  time.'* 

This  city  has  six  others  of  the  second  and  thirty- 
one  of  the  third  rank  under  its  jurisdiAion.  The 
rest  of  the  cities  in  this  part  are  not  remarkable, 
except  Han-tchong-fou,  the  high-road  to  which, 
over  the  mountains,  is  a  most  astonishing  work. 
This  road  wa»  cut  by  an  army  of  One  hundred 
thousand  men,  during  a  military  expedition.  They 
levelled  high  hills  in  some  places,  and  threw 
bridges  across  from  one  mountain  to  another,  sup- 
ported by  stupendous  pillars  from  the  vallies. 
These  bridges  are  in  some  places  so  high,  that  the 
eye  cannot  look  down  from  them  without  being 
dizzy  with  astonishment  and  terror.  They  are 
wide  enough  for  four  horsemen  tQ  ride  abreast^ 
and  for  the  safety  of  the  passengers  there  is  a  rail* 
ingon  each  side,  and  villages,  and  inns  have  been 
^rt&ed  at  suitable  distances  on  the  road. 

Piilg-leang-fou  is  one  of  the  most  considerable 
pties  in  the  western  part  of  the  province,  and 
stands  (HI  the  river  Kin-ho.  The  air  is  mild,  and 
the  views  presented  by  the  adjacent  mountains, 
with  the  numerous  streams  that  water  the  country, 
render  it  a  pleasant  residence,  its  district  com- 
prebends  three  cities  of  the  second  rank  and  seven 
of  the  third. 

Kon^  tchang-fou  is  environed  by  inaccessible 
mountains*  und  is  celebrated  for  a  tomb,  which 
the  Chinese  pretend  is  that  of  Fo  hi.  The  juris- 
diAion  of  this  city  extends  over  three  cities  of  the 
second,  and  seven  of  the  third  class. 
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Though  Lan-tcheou  is  only  a  city  of  tfie  fieeorul 
rank,  yet  its  situation^  near  the  great  wall  and  th# 
'  chief  sea  porta  on  the  u%stern  coast,  has  rendered 
It  an  important  place,  so  that  it  has  even  beeooM 
the  capital  of  this  part  of  the  province,  its  com* 
merce  consists  entirely  of  skins,  vrhich  conie  from 
Tartary,  and  various  woollen  stufis.  The  inha* 
bitants  nianufaifiure  also  a  coarse  stuflT  froiti  bul- 
locks hair,  of  which  they  make  outside  garmeata 
to  wear  in  winter.  ^ 

THE   FROVINCE   OF  SE-TCHUEN 

Is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Chen^si,  on  the 
east  by  Hou-quang^  on  the  south  by  Koei-tcheou 
and  Yunnan^  and  on  the  west  by  thp  kingdom 
of  Thibet.  "      , 

This  province  is  greatly  enriched  by  the  xvf^^ 
Yang-tse,  which  runs  through  it,  and  on  which  ia 
carried  a  prodigious  trade  of  silk,  iron,  tin,  quick- 
silver, sugar,  load  stones,  lapis  armenius,  maaki 
rhubarb;  china-root,  tad  various  other  goods, 
which  are  exported  from  hence  to  all  parts  of 
China.  The  country  is  chiefly  levdj  and  pro- 
duces abundance  of  rice  and  other  grain.  As 
this  province  is  at  a  great  di9^nce  from  the  sea. 
the  inhabitants  supply  themselves  with  salt  by 
figging  pits  in  the  neighbouring  mountitifis^ 
which  supply  them  With  siiftcicwt  quamkies  fM 
that  article. 

Tcbjqg  fou,  ^e  capital,  was  formerly  tht  re* 
sidence  of  the  Eoip^ror*;  but  in  l«tf  it  ww 
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nt^tly  dMsrojred  by  the  civil  wars.  Ub  ruiM  are 
•till  viewed  with  admiration. 

A  singular  bird  is  found  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
city,  wliich  the  people  call  iong  boa-bong^  or  the 
bird  of  the  fio^ev  tongboa^  because  they  suppose 
that  it  is  produced  from  this  flower^  and  that  it 
flourishes^  droops,  and  dies  with  it :  tl)is  opinion 
is  formed  from  the  resemblance  between  the 
foliage  of  that  flower  and  the  plumage  of  the 
bird. 

Tching-tou-fou  has  within  its  distrift  sue  cities 
of  the  second  and  twenty-five  of  the  third  rank* 

Tchong-king-fou  is  a  place  of  great  trade^ 
owing  to  its  situation  on  the  point  where  two 
rivers  mcet>  the  one  called  Hin  cha,  or  golden 
Mff^/ receives  in  the  course  t)f  its  progress  all  the 
streams  which  flow  from  the  mountains  on  thi^ 
confines  of  Tartary.  The  other  is  the  famous 
river  Yang-tse. 

This  city  is  built  on  the  declivity  of  a  moun- 
tain,  and  resembles  an  amphitheatre.  It  has 
under  its  Joi-isdiAion  three  cities  of  the  second 
rank  and  eleven  of  the  third. 

The  other  places  of  this  province  are  only 
eminent  on  account  of  the  great  trade  which  they 
cary  on,  but  have  no  objefts  to  deserve  particular 
inentton. 

It  is  said  that  in  the  mountains  which  divide 
lliis  province  from  Ho  nan  on  the  N.  E.  there  ie 
a  small  independent  state  called  the  nation  of 
King,  which  wasfounded,  during  the  civil  wars  in 
ttie  middle  of  the  last  century^  by  the  King  angs; 
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a  warlike  people,  M^ho  could  not  brook  to  submit 
to  the  Tartar  yoke,  and  therefore  removed  to  these 
fastnesses,  where  they  possess  a  perfeft  libertyj^ 
and  have  no  sort  of  communication  with  thf 
Tartapi^  Chinese^  or  other  people  whatever* 

THE  PROVINCE  OP  QUANG-TONG 

t 

Is  bounded  on  the  north-east  by  Fo-kieUj  on 
the  north  by  Kiang-si«  on  the  west  by  Quang-si 
^nd  the  kingdom  of  Tong-kingj  and  the  rest  is 
washed  by  the  southern  sea. 

The  country  is  beautifully  diversified  with  hills 
and  valleys,  and  the  soil  is  so  fertile  that  it  pro- 
(duces  two  crops  of  corn  ^.year ;  and  ^ve^y  ne^r 
cessary  to  the  cQmfort  pr  elegance  of  life  b  hfsr^ 
in  abundance. 

Though  the  climate  is  warm^  the  air  isserene  an4 
healthy,  and  the  inhabitants  are  stout  and  hardy  j 
hence  the  Chinese  have  a  saying,  that  "  Qang- 
topg  enjoys  a  sky  without  snow»  trees  always 
bearing  fruit,  and  men  that  always  spit  blood  ;'* 
by  the  last  of  which  they  do  not  mean  a  disorder 
of  that  sort,  but  that  by  chewing  a  particular 
root  their  saliva  is  always  of  a  red  colour. 

The  commerce  of  this  province  is  the  richest; 
in  China  in  resped  to  articles  of  trade,  which  are 
diamonds  and  all  sorts  of  precious  stones,  pearls, 
gold,  silver,  and  other  metals.  Here  also  are  made 
gun  barrels,  which  are  highly  valued,  as  they 
never  burst  There  are,  moreover,  numefous 
other  manufactures,  as  of  silks,  cottons,  and  Qth«t 
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hMn,  toys,  and  various  utensils,  China  ware  and 
japan^work^  by  which  immense  numbers  of 
people  are  constantly  in  employ ;  insomuch  that 
though  this  country  is  as  fertile  as  any  in  China, 
yet  it  cannot  supply  its  inhabitants  with  pto^ 
visions,  who  are,  therefore,  obliged  to  have  re^ 
course  to  other  provinces. 

They  have  here  the  same  method  of  hatching 
eggs  in  ovens  and  dung-hills  as  is  practised  in 
Egypt ;  and  they  have  also  a  particular  mode  of 
preserving  eggs  fresh  all  the  year,  by  covering 
them  with  a  kind  of  paste.  The  young  thus 
hatched  are  taken  to  the  sea-side  at  low-water, 
tvhere.they  are  fed  on  oysters,  cockles,  and  other 
iish^  and  though  there  are  numerous  flocks  of 
these,  and  they  necessarily  intermix  with  each  ' 
other,  yet  when  the  owner  of  one  strikes  on  a 
bason,  each  flock  returns  to  its  proper  boat,  as 
doves  to  their  holes. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  remark- 
ably  ingenious,  and  particularly  excell  in  imita^ 
tion  ;  for  whatever  European  piece  of  workman- 
ship is  shewn  them,  they  will  execute  a  similar  one 
with  surprizing  exaftness. 

Quang-tong  lauffered  greatly  in  the  civil  wars, 
but  it  is  now  the  most  flourishing  in  the  empire.^ 
Its  Viceroy  has  also  the  command  of  Quangos!, 
and  has  his  residence  at  Chao-king,  that  he  may 
the  better  govern  both  provinces.  He  has  a 
military  establishment  constantly  employed,  to 
check  the  robbers  and  pirates,  who  would  else 
commit  great  depredations  in  a. country  of  such 
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trade  and  opulence:  on  which  account  there  tff«r 
ftumerouB  fortresses  ere6ted  all  along  the  coasts 
1^9  well  as  in  the  interior  of  the  country^ 

The  capital  isQuang-tong»  or  Canton^  which  !» 
the  greatest  commercial  city  in  the  empire/ 
being  the  resort  of  foreign  ships  of  all  nations^ 
especially  Europeans.  It  stands  on  a  beautit'ol 
river,  from  whence  there  are  canals  which  lead  to 
all  the  neighbouring  provinces.  *'  One  begins 
(says  Father  Prcmare)  to  have  an  idea  of  China 
on  entering  this  river^  each  side  ,presepts  large 

'igelds  of  rice  resembling  green  meadows,  and 
extending  beyond  the  reach  of  the  eye ;  these 
are  intersected  by  numerous  small  canals  in 
such  manner/ that  the  numerous  barks  which 
pass  and  repass  through  them,  appear  at  a  dia«^ 
tance,  while  the  water  which  conveys  them  is 
hidden,  to  move  along  the  grass.  Towards  the 
interior  the  country  is  covered  with  trees,  and  all 
the  valleys  are  bighly  cultivated  ;  and  the  whole 
is  interspersed  with  villages,  country-seats,  and 
such  an  infinite  Variety  of  beautiful  prospeCtSjt 
that  a  person  can  never  be  tired  of  viewing  them,, 
and  in  fa£l,  it  is  with  regret  that  he  passes  them 
so  quickly." 

This  leads  directly  to  a  large  city,  divided  into 
three  parts  separated  from  each  other  by  high 
walls.     These  form  together  a  perfect  square; 

^  the  streets  of  which  are  long  and  straight,  and 
adorned  in  different  places  with  magnificent 
arches.  Crouds  of  vessels  of  all  sizes  that  cover 
the  river,  appear  like  a  floating  city,  ai;ranged 
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closfr  t6  each  other/  in  the  fotm  of  streets^  in 
which  dwell  numerous  families,  who  have  no  other 
abode.  At  the  dawning 'of  every  day  each  of 
these  people  go  about  their  fishing  or  agricultu- 
ral pursuits.  At  the  distance  of  four  leagues 
from  hence  is  a  celebrated  village  called  Fo-chan, 
which  contains  u}ore  inhabitants  than  tlanton 
itself,  '  ^  . 

At  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Canton  is  the  Pof- 
tugueze  port  of  Macao,  which  was  given  to  them 
as  a  reward^ for  having  subdued  a  Chinese  pirate 
who  greatly  artnoyed  the  coast.  The  place  was 
open  and  insignificant  when  it  was  originally  con- 
ferred on  tbeni,  but  they  have  since  fortified  it  with 
strong  walls  and  other  works,  though  of  late  years  it 
has  gone  much  to. decay.  There  is  here,  besides 
the  Portugueze  Governor,  a  Chinese  Mandarine, 
who  hath  a  palace  in  the  city,  and  in  elfed  com- 
mands it,  particularly  when  die  Chinese  interest 
is  concerned.  The  Portugueze  pay  to  the  Em- 
peror a  tribute  of  100,000  ducat^  for  the  liberty 
of  having  their  own  Governor,  and  the  exercise 
of  their  religion  and  law3,  exclusive  of  an  impost 
on  every  vessel  and  cargo  that  arrives  in  the 
port,  the  entrance  of  which  is  guarded  by  the 
Chinese*  ^ 

It  is  observable,  that  the  Christians  at  Macao 
keep  their  Sunday  a  day  sooner  than  the  Spani- 
ards at  the  Philippine  Islands.  This  circum- 
stance .arises  from  the  difFerait  routes  pursued 
by  these  two  nations  ;  the.  Portugueze  in  their 
Yoyage  to  Macao  sailing  towards  the  east,  while 

f  ■         ' 
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the  Spainardsi  in  coming  from  America^  take  the 
opposite  point. 

The  houses  at  Macao  are  built  in  the  European 
Btile,  but  low  and  mean^  though  the  churched 
and  other  public  buildings  are  tolerably  hand* 
some.   « 

Chao-tcheou-fou  is  the  second  city  in  this  pro- 
vince, and  stands  between  two  navigable  rivers* 
The  adjacent  country  is  very  fertile,  and  abun- 
dant in  pastures,  on  which  an  immense  number 
of  cattle  is  fed  ;  the  air,  however,  is  unhealthy, 
find  infe6lious  disorders  greatly  prevail  here  at 
one  part  of  the  year. 

.In  the  neighbourhood  is  a  mountain  called 
Kan-hoa,  celebrated  for  a  monastery  of  bonzes, 
which  is  of  very  antient  date.  Nothing  can  be  ima- 
gined more  beautiful  than  this  spot ;  before  it  is 
extended  an  immense  plain,  surrounded  with  hills, 
on  which  are  planted  various  fruit  trees  in  regu- 
lar order,  intermixed  with  groves  of  evergreens. 
The  adjacent  country  belongs  to  this  monastery, 
the  founder  of  which  is  said  to  have  been. a  re- 
markable instance  of  austerity  ;  but  his  example, 
has  been  badly  copied  by  his  followers,  who  are 
•aid  to  be  more  noted  for  licentiousness  than 
pietyl  Chao-tcheou  has  in  its  distri6t  six  cities  of 
the  third  rank,  near  one  of  which  grows  a  black 
reed,  of  which  several  utensils  arc  made  that  can- 
ftot  be  distinguished  from  ebony. 

Kao-tchcou-fou  is  remarkable  for  a  stone  found 
fn  its  neighbourhood  resembling  marble,  on  which 
nature  has    represented    landscapes;    of  these 
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stones  are'%ade  tables,  which  are  held  in  great 
esteem ;  a  sort  of  crabs  are  taken  on  the  coasts 
here,  which,  on  being  taken  out  of  the  water,  are 
petrified  without  losing  their  natural  figure. 
This  city  has  under  its  jurisdi6lion  one  of  the 
second  and  five  of  the  third  class. 

The  Islaod  of  Hai-nan  belongs  to  this  province. 
It  is  large  and  mountainous,  but  populous  and 
well  cultivated,  so  that  the  ground  frequently 
produces  two  crops  of  rice  and  other  grain  in  a 
year. 

The  capital  is  a  sea-port,  and  is  called  Kuin- 
tcheou-fou. 

The  principal  part  of  the  island  is  subjeft  to  the 
Emperor  oF  China  -  but  the  rest  is  inhabited  by 
an  independent  people,  who,  driven  by  the  Chi- . 
nese  from  the  plains  and  the  vallies,  have  retired 
to  the  mountains  in  the  interior  of  the  island, 
where  they  preserve  their  freedom.  These  people 
formerly  kept  up  an  intercourse  with  the  Chinese, 
and  twice  a  year  they  had  a  market  in  a  particu- 
lar  place,  where  they  sold  to  them  gold,  eagle- 
wood,  and  calamba,  lor  cloths  and  other  Chinese 
manufactures.  The  Chinese  merchants  gained 
immense  profits  by  this. traffic ;  but  the  Emperor 
Kanghi  being  informed  of  it,  he  prohibited  his 
subjects  from  having  any  more  communication 
with  the  islanders  under  pain  of  death.  Not- 
withstanding  this  severe  penalty,  a  small  private 
trade  is  still  kept  up  with  them.  These  people 
are  represented  as  deformed,  diminutive,  and  of 
a  copper  colour. 
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Among  other  animals  that  are  peculiar  to  thi« 
island,  is  a  curious  species  of  large  black  apesj 
which  bear  a  great  resemblan<;f  to  man.  There 
are  also  found  crows,  having  a  white  circle  round 
their  necks ;  a  bird  of  the  species  of  the  black- 
bird, of  i  deep  blue  colour,  and  yellow-ears. 

This  island  not  only  produces  gold  and  lapis 
lazuli,  bpt  abundance  of  curious  and  valuable 
wood.  The  most  esteemed  is  called  by  the  in-, 
habitants  boa-li,  and  by  Europeans  rose  or  violet 
wood.  .  It  is  very  durable,  and  of  such  exquisite 
beauty  and  smeU,  that  it  is  reserve4  for  the  Em- 
peror only. 

Near  Hai-nan  is  aifother  island  called  San-cian, 
famous  for  the  d^ath  and  burying  place  of  the 
indefatigable  Missionary,  Francis  Xavier.  His 
tomb  is  still  shewn  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  at  the 
foot  of  which  is  a  plain  ornamented  with  gardens* 
There  are  five  villages  in  this  island,  the  inh^bi^i 
tants  of  which  subsist  on  rice  and  fish. 

THE  PROVINCE  OF  QUAKG-S) 

Lies  letween  those  of  Quang-tong,  Houquang, 
Koei-tcheou,Yun-nan,and  the  kingdom  of  Toug^ 
'Icing;  It  is  mostly  riiountajuous,  and  far  from 
being  so  fertile  as  the'other  provinces;  but  some 
of  its  plains  are  extensive  and  well  cultivated  with 
wheat  and  rice.  A  number  of  rivers  flow  from 
thie  mountains  into  the  Ta-ho,  which  runs  into 
i^uang-tong.    These  mountains  ^re  covered  with 
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forests^  and  many  of  them  abound  ivith  mines  of 
gold,  silver,  copper,  and  iron.     ; 

A  Governor  of  one  of  the  cities,  some  years  since^ 
presented  to  the  Emperor  a  plan  to  prevent  the  in* 
conveniencies  resulting  from  the  working  of  these 
mines :  among  other  particulars  he  instanced,  that 
the  people  of  the  province  had  offbred  to  open  them 
at  their  own  expence,  and  to  allow  no  person  to 
work  in  them  but  such  as  had  a  patent  for  the 
purpose  from  a  Mandarine,  and  l^d  provided  four 
sureties  of  his  good  behaviour.  The  Emperor  re- 
ferred the  proposition  to  the  financial  coui*t,  whicb^ 
after  a  careful  examination,  approved  of  it,  on 
condition  that  forty  per  cent,  should  be  allowed 
to  the  Emperor,  and  five  per  cent  to  the  military 
who  had  the  charge  of  the  works  ;  but  the  Em- 
peror afterwards  reserved  the  gold  mines  to  him- 
self, and  caused  them  to  be  opened  on  his  own  ac« 
count. 

A  singular  tree  grows  in  this  province,  that, 
instead  of 'a  pith,  has  a  pulpy  substance,  which 
the  inhabitants  make  into  bread,  and  it  is  esteemed 
as  both  wholesome  and  palatable. 

Here  are  twelve  cities  of  the  first  class,  and 
eighty  of  the  second  and  third* 

Quei-ling-fou  is  so  called  from  a  flower  called 
quel,  which  diffuses  so  agreeable  and  powerful  an 
odour,  that  the  whole  country  is  scented  with  it. 
This  icity  stands  on  the  bank*  of  a  river  which 
runs  into  the  Ta-ho ;  but  it  flows  with  such  ra- 
pidity, and  is  in  spnie  places  so  very -narrow,  as 
not  to  be  navigable.    The  city,  however,  is  large. 
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but  much  inferior  in  all  respects  to  the  capitals 
of  the  other  provinces ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  are  a  very  rude  and 
barbarous  people.  It  hath  within  its  Jurisdi6tion 
two  cities  of  the  second  and  seven  of  tlie  third 
rank.  The  bird  called  King  hi  is  found  here* 
Its  name  signifies  the  golden  ben,  and  it  is  held  in 
great  esteem. for  its  extraordinary  beauty,  as  well 
as  for  its  exquisite  taste.  Its  feathers  are  of  a 
delightful  mixture  of  blue  and  red,  elegantly 
shaded  towards  the  extremities  of  the  wings  and 
tail,  and  intermixed  with  a  variety  of  other  beau* 
tiful  colours.  The  manufaAurers  weave  these  fea- 
thers  in  their  silks. 

The  other  cities  of  this  province  present  nothing 

remarkable. 

\ 

9 

THE   PROVINCE  OF   YUN-NAN 

Is  bounded  on  the  N.  by  Se-tchuen  and  Thi- 
bet ;  on  the  W.  by  the  kingdoms  of  Ava  and 
Pegu ;  on  the  S,  by  those  of  Laos  and  Tong-king; 
and  on  the  £•  by  the  provinces  of  Quangsi  and 
Koei-tcheou.  This  is  one  of  the  richest  and  most 
fertile  provinces  in  China^  being  well  watered  with 
rivers,  some  of  which  proceed  from  extensive  lakes, 
and  others  descend  from  the  mountains,  bringing 
in  their  currents  quantities  of  gold  dustand  pre- 
cious stones.  Rubies  of  extraordinary  size  and 
beauty  are  found  in  these  mountains ;  but  the 
gold  mines  are  not  allowed  to  be  worked  :  they 
also  produce  a  metal  called  pe-tong,  which  is  of  a 
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white  colour,  but  is  in  other  respefts  like  copper. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  province  are  courageous, 
robust,,  civil,  and  ingeniousi  and  carry  on  a  large 
trade  in  amber^  rubies,  sapphires,  agates,  pearls, 
marble,  musk,silk,  elephants,  horses,  gums,  drugs^ 
and  linen. 

Yun-nan  contains  twenty-one  cities  of  the  first 
rank  and  fifty-five  of  the  second  and  third. 

Yun  nanfou,  the  capital,  was  formerly  a  place 
of  great  extent  and  beauty,  abounding  in  sump- 
tuous edifices,  gardens,  monuments,  arches,  and 
squares,  but  the  Tartars  have  reduced  them  all  to 
ruin,  so  that  the  place  at  present  contains  nothing 
remarkable.  It  is  the  residence  of  the  Governor 
of  the  province  J  and  has  under  it  four  cities  of 
the  second,  and  seven  of  the  third  rank. 

The  other  cities  of  this  province  are  not  de- 
serving of  particular  notice. 

THE  PROVINCE  OP  KOEI-TCHEOU. 

This  is  one  of  the  smallest  provinces  in  the  em- 
pire, and  is  bounded  on  the  S.  by  Quang-si,  on 
the  E.  by  Hou-quang,  on  the  N.  by  Se-tchuen, 
and  on  the  W.  by  Yun-nan.  The  country  is  very 
barren,  consisting  almost  entirely  of  inaccessible 
mountains.  It  is  in  fa6l  so  miserable,  that 
the  Governors  are  generally  disgraced  Man« 
darines,  who  are  sent  here  as  into  a  honourable. 
sort  of  banishment.  The  natives  are  like  their 
country,  rude  and  barbarous,  andafFe6tinga  bold, 
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defiance  of  the  Chinese  laws  and  government,  so 
\hdtt  the  Emperor  is  under  the  necessity  of  keep- 
tog  up  a  strong  military  force  among  them. 

The  tncHintains  abound  m  mines  of  gold,  silver, 
quicksilver,  and  copper.  Some  of  the  vallies  are 
naturally  good,  and  would  be  very  prodnftive  if 

.  the  inhabitants  had  any  sort  of  industry.  ^  The 
only  conmiunication  between  the  rest  of  the  Chi 
ftese  and  those  of  this  province;  is  for  gold  dust, 
'  cattle,  and  wild  fowl,  which  are  exchanged  by 
these-people  for  salt,  callicoes^  and  other  necessa- 
ries. 

.  Koei-tcheou  is  divided  into  ten  distrifts  of  the 
first  rank,  under  which  are  thirty-eight  of  the  se- 
cond and  third,  besides  numerous  fortresses. 

Koei-yang,  the  capital,  is  said  to  have  formerly 
.been  a  royal  residence,  and  there  is  still  without 
the  walls  a  large  and  magnificent  temple,  built  by 
the  Tartar  family  of  Y wen.  This  city  is  one  of 
the  smallest  and  worst  built  of  anyin  China.  It 
is,  however,  pleaimtly  situated  on  a  fertile  plain. 
'  It  is  surrounded  by  lofty  mountains,  which  are 
inhabited  by  a  race  of  people  very  different  from 

^    the  Chinese,  by  whom  they  are  called  Sina-ni,  or 
western  barbarians. 


•  Besides  these  fifteen  provinces,  there  is  another 
called  Lyau-tong,  which  lies  outside  the  great 
wall,  on  the  borders  of  Tartary^  but  is  subject  to 
the  Emperor.    .^ 
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It  is  bounded  on  the  £•  by  the  kingdom  of 
Corea ;  on  the  N.  by  the  mountains  of^Tartary ; 
on  the  S.  by  the  gulph  of  its  own  name ;  and  on 
the  W.  by  the  Mogul  country.  It  was  formerly 
reckoned  a  regular  province  of  the  empire,  but 
is  now  considered  only  as  a  conquered  state. 
The  land  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated^  though 
very  mountainous  and  irregular.  The  inhabi- 
tants are  hardy  and  warlike,  very  numerous,  and 
impatient  under  the  yoke  of  their  conquerors  ; 
on  which  account  the  Tartars  have  built  nume- 
rous fortresses  among  them.  They  are  much 
given  to  agriculture  and  commerce;  and  not- 
withstanding the  oppressions  they  endure,  have 
raised  their  country  into  great  credit  and  con- 
.sequence. 

We  read  only  of  two  cities  in  this  province^ 
the  one  called  Leao-yung,  and  the  other  Ning. 
yuen,  but  they  are  in  a  low  condition.  The 
fortresses^  however,  are  as  large,  populous,  and 
wealthy  as  most  of  the  capitals  of  China.  The 
cpuntry  produces  abundance  of  corn,  millet^ 
and  other  gr'ain^  but  very  little  rice.  It  also 
abounds  with  game,  wild  beasts^  fruits  and  medi- 
cinal plantSj^  particularly  gin-sing. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^v 


Digitized 


by  Google 


DISSERTATION  ON  THE  ANTIQUITY 


OF 


CHINA. 


wm 


■pNQUIRlES  into  the  origin  of  antient  nations 
are  the  most  difficult  and  fanciful  of  all 
ethers.  Certainty  will  carry  the  examiner  but  a 
very  fittle  way.  Coincidencies,  etymologies,  and 
all  the  other  varieties  of  hypothesis,  must  be 
his  guides  the  remainder  of  his  journey.  Some 
one  or  other  of  these  will  prove  so  endearing  to 
his  imagination,  that  it  is  a  thousand  to  qne  but 
he  will  miss  the  truth  by  the  indulgence  of  some 
favourite  notion. 

Were  we  to  attend  implicitly  to  the  accounts 
which  nations  give  of  their  own  antiquity,  there 
would  be  no  end  to  fables.  All  have  been  fond 
of  some  very  high  and  very  remarkable  origin. 
This  has  not  only  chara6lerized  the  luxuriant 
Asiatics,  but  even  the  phlegmatic  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  regions. 

But  none  have  come  up  to  the  Chinese  in  the 
boldness  of  their  pretensions  to  antiquity,  and 
what  is  more,  none  have  had  such  grounds  on 
which  to  found  their  claims  in  this  respe6t.  It 
is   natural  enough  for  a  people  to  overstretch 
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the  boundaries  of  truth  on  a  favourite  and  in- 
teresting subjeA.  The  Chinese  are  remarkable 
for  thfir  vanity,  for  their  love  of  their  own  coun- 
try, and  for  their  veneration  of  their  ancestors. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at  that  they 
should  carry  their  pretensions  farther  back  than 
the  limits  of  truth  and  probability  will  allow* 
Nations  possessing  more  advantages  have  done 
the  same.  Yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  Chinese 
may  with  justice  boast  of  very  high  antiquity. 

Various  are  the  proofs  which  may  be  produced 
in  behalf  of  this  a/.sertidn.  The  first  we  shall 
mention  arises  from  the  language* 

The  preservation  of  this  in  a  pure  state  from 
foreign  corruption,  either  of  visitors  or  invaders^ 
must  be  admitted  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the  an- 
tiquity of  a  people.  The  Chinese  language  ap- 
pears to  be  not  only  free  from  the  admixture  of 
foreign  words,  but  even  from  foreign  idiom.  It 
has  not  been  encreased  through  a  connection 
with  other  nations,  not  even  by  a  commercial  in- 
tercourse, the  most  likely  way  of  all  others  of 
vitiating  a  tongue.  But  what  serves  the  more 
strongly  to  establish  the  antiquity  of  this  language 
is  its  nature,  or  its  radical  principles. 

Simplicity  is  its  most  distingifishing  charac 
teristic,  having  none  of  that  artificial  construc- 
tion which  gives  such  pomp  and  difiiculty  to 
other  tongues.  The  words  or  appellatives  used 
are,  as  far  as  has  been  accurately  examined,  cx- 
a6tly  adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  tl.ings  describ- 
ed.    This  is  not  the  case  with  any  other  language 
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that  we  are  acquainted  with,  either  antient  or 
modern.  In  combinations  of  words  to  express 
the  different  relations  or  purposes,  of  life^  and 
wflich  must  of  course  multiply  Ayith  the  encijease 
of  society,  the  original  or  radical  Avqrd  is  still 
carefully  retained;  whereis  in  all  others  it  is  lost. 
Etymology,  therefore,  in  Chin^  is  ^  matter  qf 
ease  and  certainty,  but  among  us^t  is  proverbially 
fanciful. 

Sonfie  writers,  from  their  inordinate  attach- 
ment to  the  sandlity  of  the  Hebrew,  hav^  labour- 
ed  with  up  small  pains  to  prove  that  the  C  Iiinese 
was  originally  a  dialedl  of  that  language.  It  is 
true  that  some  words  in  the  Chinese .  have  an  af- 
finity to  some  Hebreyy  words  of  a  similar  signifi- 
cation. But  such  affinities  will  be"*  found  be- 
tweep  various  other  tongues,  apd,  are  purely  ac- ' 
cidental.'  The  words  that  have  been  produced 
to  shew  the  relationship  between  the  Hebrew  and 
Chinese  are  few  and  insignificant ;  whereas,  to 
support  such  a  hypothesis,  it  is  necessary  that  a 
number,  and  those  too  of  a  remarkable  and  par- 
ticular meaning,^  shbyld  be  discovered  and  ap- 
plied. \.^  .     1     .  ' 

If  we  had  time  to  pursue, the  enquiry,  it  would 
be  both  pleasini^  and,  profitable  to  trace  the  Chi- 
nese back  through  antiquity,  and  shew  that  h  is 
in  faft  the  primitive  language.  This,  however, 
would  require  much  laborious  research,  and  much 
learned  comparison. 

The  written  language  of  the  Chinese  will  at 
present  serve  our  purpose,  at  least  to  prove  the 
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antient  establishnrient  of  this  people  aa  a  great 
and  distin<5l  nation. 

That  letters  were  originally  hieroglyphics  can 
aSmit  of  little  or  no  doubt.    This  was  the  most 
natural  way  of  expressing  to  the  eye  the  ideas 
which  were  intended  to  be  communicated.     But 
who  can  troce  the  original  hieroglyphical  forma 
.  or  significations  of  the  European  letters  ?   But  in 
the  language  now  under  consideration,  theoriginal 
formation  is  still  obvious,  and  while  in  all  others, 
letters  arexombip.ed  into  words,  and  words  into 
sentences,  so  as  to  multiply  endless  difEcuIties, 
-  tht  charafters  of    the  Chinese    express    words 
themselves,  and  in  so  clear  a  manner,  that  in  the 
neighbouring  countries  where  the  oral  language 
is  unkiiown,  the  written  is  quickly  understoodi 
These  chara(5lers  also  are  generally  significant  of 
the  objects  expressed,  and  if  not  at  present  uni- 
versally so,  it  must  have  arisen  from  the  en- 
larged  Etate   of  society,  the  multiplication    of 
signs,  and  a  variation  bf  habits.    From  hence, 
however,  the  antiquity  of  the  language  is  incon- 
trovertible.    FeAv  will  doubt  that  the  sounds  first 
used  by  man  were  expressive  of  the  ideas  excited 
by  the  consideration  of  external  objects,  and  the 
sense  of  his  wants.    And  that  the  first  characters 
used  by  him  to  represent  his  ideas  on  the  leaf  of  a 
tree,  or  any  other  substance,  were  rude  but  natural 
attenipls  at  delineating  those  objects.   Now,  both 
the  oral  and  written   language  of  the  Chinese-   . 
agrees  exactly  with  this  description,  and  conse- 
quently may  be  pronounced  to  have  a  better  pre- 
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tension  to  the  title  of  being  the  primUive  latiguage 
than  any  other. 

Another  proof  of  the  high  antiquity  of  this 
people  as  an  established  nation  arises  from  the 
nature  of  their  government.  That  this  is  pa-  • 
triarchal  every  observer  will  allow.  The  mo- 
narchical government  is  most  clearly  of  a  pa- 
triarchal origin  ;  for  when  families  encreased, 
their  respective  heads  still  retained  thei>  parental 
authority. 

At  length  the  father  of  a  family  became  the 
leader  of  a  tribe;  and  tlie  leader  of  a  tribe  in 
no  long  space  of  time  presided  as  king  and  priest 
over  a  mighty  nation.     We  see  this  gradation 
plainly  in  the  present  government  of  China.    No 
whe^e  is  parental  authority  so  powerful,  soexr 
tensive,  and  so  revered  as  in  this  country.    All 
the  branches  of  a  family  live  frequently  together 
in  one  house,  the  head  of  which  is  implicitly 
obeyed.    And  even  where  this,  from  an  encrcase 
of  thestpck,  cannot  take  place,  the  elder  mem-- 
beis  of  the  family  are  treated  v/ith  as  much  re- 
verence by  their  relatives  who  live  at  a  distance, 
as  by  those  who  reside  with  them  under  the 
same  roof.    Parental  authority  is  absolute,  and 
it  always  was  so.     An  absolute  monarchy  was, 
therefore,  the  first  form  of  government.  .  This  is 
the  case  in  China.      Though  revolutions  have 
frequently  happened,  and  the  Sovereign,  his  fa- 
mily, and  ministers,  have  been  all  destroyed, 
yet  the  constitution  has  not  suffered  any  altera- 
"tion  by  the  circumstance.     It  lyis  still  retained 
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its  prinitivc  qualities ;   and  the  new  ippnarch^ 
whether  c  foreiya  conqueror  or  an  aspiring  na- 
tive, has  possessed  the  rame  power,  and  governed 
by   tlie  same  laws  as  his  predecessor.      In  the 
patriarchal  system,  though  the  right  of  primo* 
genituref  was  generally  respe^ed,  yet  in  many 
instances  a  .^rent,  for  "the  miscondu(5l  of  his  first- 
'   born,  or  from  an  improper  partiality,  frequently 
disinherited  the  one,  and  made  the  other  his  heir. 
The  Emperor  of  China  possesses  this  same  pri- 
vilege ;  nor  can  the  people  ever  pronounce  who 
will  be  the  successor  to  the  reigning  monarch. 
The  primary  laws  of  this  empire,  which  every 
governor  of  a  province  or  city  is  obliged  pub- 
licly to  expound  to  the  people  twice  a  months 
are  such  as  would  naturally  have  been  foriried  in 
the  early  and  purest  state  of  society.    They  bear 
no  marks  of  refinement  on  them.     These  articles 
of  jurisprudence  are  as  follow : 

1.  You  must  carefully  put  in  praflice  the 
strict  duties  prescribed  by  filial  piety,  and  ob- 
serve the  deference  due  from  a  younger  to  an 
elder  brother.  Hereby  only  can  you  learn  to 
set  a  proper  value  upon  those  essential  obliga- 
tions which  Nature  has  laid  pn  all  men. 

2.  You  must  always  preserve  a  respectful  me- 
mory of  your  ancestors,  from  which  will  flow 
constant  peace  and  unity  in  your  family. 

3.  Let  harmony  and  concord  reign  iji  every 
village;  so  will  quarrels  be  banished^  and  law* 
suits  be  prevented. 
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4.  Let  the  occupation  of  those  who  till  the 
ground^  and  rear  silk-worms,  be  esteemed  and  re- 
spelled  by  the  public  :  .  you  will  then  neither 
want  grain  for  your  nourishment  nor  clothing  to 
cover  you. 

5.  Let  frugality,  temperance,  modesty,  and 
ejconomy,  be  the  objefts  of  regard,  and  the  rulea 
of  your  conduct. 

6.  Let  the  public  schools  be  carefully  main- 
tained,  and  especially  let  youth  be  taught  earl/ 
the  duties  of  life,  and  formed  to  good  morals. 

7.  Let  every  one  n^^nd  his  own  business/  and 
the  duties  of  his  office  :  so  will  they  be  the  better 
discharged.    - 

8.  Let  all  religious  se<5ls  be  carefully  extir- 
pated  as  soon  as  they  spring  forth :  it  wjll  be  top 
iate  afterwards. 

9.  Let  the  terror  of  the  penal  laws  be  fre- 
quently  set  before  the  people.  Boisterous  and 
unruly  minds  are  only  to  be  restrained  by  fear. 

10.  Strive  to  gain  a  perfect  knowledge  of- the 
rules  of  civility  and  politeness,  which  tend  to  pre- 
serve concord.^ 

11.  Let  the  education  of  children  and  of  younger 
eons  be  the  chief  6h]t6t  of  your  regard. 

12.  Avoids  lander,  and  abstainjTrom  malicious 
accusations. 

13.  Hide  not  criminals  who  have  been  banish- 
ed from  society,  and  sentenced  to  a  wandering 
life :  for  by  so  -doing  you  become  their  accom- 
IpUcea. 
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14.  Pun6timtly  discliarge  the  duties  and  tSxt$ 
laid  on  by  the  Ernperor:  by  so  doing  you  win 
be  free  from  the  oppression  of  the  tax-gatherers, 
and  from  ve)catious  law-suits. 

15,- Carefully  join  your  endeavours  Mrith  thos^ 
of  the  magistrates  to  whose  distriA  you  belongs 
and  assist  th^m  in  discharging  the  duties  of  theif 
office :  by  which  means  the  guilty  will  be  de- 
tected, and  robbery  and  theft  prevented. 

16.  Restrain  every  sudden  emotion  of  passion^ 
to  will  you  avoid  many  dangers.** 

These  rules  are  wise  and  salutary,  and  when 
we  are  told  that  they  are  publicly  read  at  stated 
times  to  the  t)eople,  we  may  well  pifture  to  our- 
selves one  of  the  early  patriarchs,  the  leader  of  a 
numerous  tribe,  surrounded  by  his  dependants^ 
and  laying  down  to  them  the  rules  of  life. 

The  laws  respeding  marriage  in  'China  arc 
remarkable,  a^  being  widely  different  from  the 
customs  of  other  leastern  nations,  and  bearing 
more  of  the  genuine  marks  of  the  patriarchal  age. 
than  those  of  any  other  country. 

A  Ciiinese  is  restrifted  to  one  lawful  wife,  but 
then  he  may  keep  several  concubines  under  the 
fiame  roof,  who  are  deemed  wives  of  the  second 
rank,  and  their  children  are  regarded  as  legiti- 
mate. 

-  Though  divorces  are  allowed,  yet  thty  are  not 
common,  and  are  never  granted  but  in  the  ctta 
of  adultery,  mutual  dislike,  had  tempers,  steri- 
lity, jealousy,  impudence,  disobedience,  x)r  dan* 
gerous  disorders. 
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He  who  lool^s  into  the  early  history  of  man* 
kind  will  see  a  strong  coincideoce  between  the 
primitive  institution  of  marriage  and  these  re* 
gulations. 

This  aamllarity  is  still  more  observjible  in  the 
obedience  which  is  paid  to  parental  authority  by 
the  Chinese.  Among  the  .  first  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  filial  piety  was  the  most  sacred  of  duties. 
We  read  hut  of  one  instance  of  positive  disre- 
&pe$  shewn  to  a  father  in  the  history  of  the  pa- 
triarchs, aiid  that  was  in  the  case  of  Ham.  This,- 
however^  was  followed  by  a  denunciation  not  only 
against  him  but  his  posterity.  Aniid  ill  the 
troubles  and  disquietudes  of  Jacpb^  owing  to  the 
violence  of  his  sons^  we  do  not  find  that  any  of 
them#  was  wanting  in  respectful  behaviour  to  W 
father.  On  the  contrary,  a  kind  attention  to  hi^ 
wants  seen}ed  to  distinguish  the  whole  twelve. 

At^*  societies  have  ehcreased^  and  been  blended 
Viith  each  other^ajid  risen  intokingdoms  atnd  repub* 
licsj  so  has  this  amiable  spirit  lessened.  Artificial 
society  has  greatly  weakened  this  natural  sentii 
ment  of  the  human  heart.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
matter  of  surprise^  that  a  nation  so  numerous  as 
the  Chinese  should  have  preserved  it  ^i^ith  a  pro- 
minence  of  feature  not  to  be  found  in  countries 
lirofesfiing  a  purer  religion  and  a  more  refined 
legislation.  But  the  fa6l  is  so:  and  the  only 
ground  on  which  we  can  account  for  it  is,  that 
this  people  have  preserved  inviolate,  from  the 
earUest  ages  of  the  world,  the  principles  that 
were  then  originally  established  an^ng  them^ 
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The  patriarchal  ^  system  has  kept  its  footing,  e^- 
a6lly  as  in  it«  primitive  state,  notwithstanding 
the  perpetual  enijrease  of  population,  the  visits  of 
foreigners,  and  the  inroads  of  invaders.  . 

The  follqwing  exalted  rnaxims  of  morality  are 
superior  to  all  the  di6lates  of  philosophy  and  to 
all  the  dry  rules  of  European  legiislation.  They 
come  at  once  to  the  heart. 

"  A  son,  who  has  a  due  sense  of  filial  piety,  at- 
tends to  his  parents  when  they  speak  to  him  ;  he 
•ees  them  without  being  in  their  presence. 

'/  A  son  ought  not  to  sit  on  the  same  mat  with 
his  father. 

"  When  his  parents  are  in  trouble,  a  son  neither 
pays  nor  receives  yisits.  Are  they  sick  ? — His 
concern  is  expressed  in  his  countenance  and 
dress ;  he  touches  no  music,  and,  above  all  things, 
he  avoids  being  in  a  passion. 

*'  A  dutiful  son  is  careful  that  his  father  and 
mother  are  kept  warm  in  winter  and  cool  in  sum- 
incr ;  he  visits  their  chamber  night  and  morning, 
to^ee  how  they  are,  and  that  they  want  for  no- 
thing.  -  . 

*'  An  ingenuous  youth  never  goes  out  without 
^rst  acquainting  Ms  father,  -nor  enters  without 
saluting  him. 

"  He  avoids  mentioning  infirmities  or  old  age 
in  the  presence  of  his  parents. 

'^  A  son  should  leave  every  engagement,  and 
without  delay  attend  to  the  call  of  his  father. 

**  A  son  must  honour  his  parents  without 
noticing  their  bad  qualities;  their  faults  he  mus|( 
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he  careful  to  conceal,  but  he  may  remonstrate 
v^ith  them  upon  Iheir  conduct  three  times.  If 
they  regard  him  not,  he  still  continues  his  duty' 
towards  them  as  fervent  as  evier. 

•^  A  son  must  not  quarrel  with  his  father,  or 
an  old  friend/' 

The  whole  duty  of  filial  piety  is  summed  up 
in  these  excellent  maxims,  which  are  regarded  as 
sacred  throughout  China. 

*'  Ail  villainy  Ijegins  by  disobedience  to  pa- 
rents. 

"  Every  yirtue  is  in  danger  when  filial  piety  l» 
attacked. 

^'  To  praise  a  son  is  to  boast ;  and  for  a  mart 
to  blame  a  parent  is  to  ordinate  himself. 

'fEvery  thing  which  wounds  filial  piety  is  a 
public  misfortune,  and  every  thing  that  tends  to 
advance  it,  is  a  pillar  to  the  state.  • 

"  The  lamb  which  sucks  on  its  knees  retards 
its  mother/'    . 

To  the  universal  estimation  in  which  these 
principles  are  held  in  China  may  be  attributed  in . 
SI  great  measure  the  stability  of  its  government ; 
for  between  filial  piety  and  allegiance  to  the  So- 
vereign there  is  hardly  a  line  of  distinftion. 
Tliey  who  rjeverence  their  ancestors  will  regard  as 
sacred  the  institutions  which  they  have  establish^ 
ed.  It  is  policy,  therefore,  in  the  Chinese  govern- 
hient  to  encourage  a  duty  which  is  the  surest 
foundation  of  its  own  happiness. 

When   the  prodigious    populousness    of  this 
coimtry  js  con3idered,  the  order  which  is  pre- 
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eerv€d  io  it  naturally  excites  astoru&bment.  That 
a  nation  cbnaistiiig  of  n;iore  than  three  hundred 
nillions  of  persona  should  for  a  long  series  of 
years  maintain  one  form  of  gQvernn>ent«  a  fixed 
eode  of  laws»  and  an  uniform  system  of  police, 
is  too  remarkable  an  obje6l^  to  be  passed  over 
v^itbout  observation  and  vrithout  enquiry.    China 
furnishes  the  only  instance  of  this  kind  in  the 
M'orld.    Other  nations  change  in  these  points,  so 
that  there  is  no  similarity  between  the  itistitu- 
tions  of  the  present  and  those  of  the  last  century 
JiR  the  same  country.     In  China,  on  the  contrary, 
all  things  remain  as  they  have  done  for  ages*  " 
This  proves  that  the  establishment  is  the  same 
as  was  originally  formed^  when  the  first  society 
yas  collected  on  tliat  spot.    That  establishn^t 
vras  sanctioned  by  time,  and  has  been  preserved 
Jnviolate,  froma.sense  of  duty  and  a  veneration  of 
their  ancestors^  Had  the  Chinese  been  a  colony  of 
emigrants,  this  order  would  never  havebeen  their 
characteristic.    Aq  emigrating  people  are  always 
changing  their  manners,  language,  and  customs* 
The  tenacity  with  which  the  Chinese  have  ever, 
hjeld  theirs,  not  only  proves  theip.  high  antiquity^ 
but  that  they  are  the  direct  unmixed  descendants 
of  an  original  family  settled  in  that  region.     Th^ 
form  of  administration  then  established  w«s  simple 
but  arbitrary,  resulting  from  the  high  authority 
vested  in  the  father  of  the  tribe.     This  conti- 
nued as  the  tribe  multiplied.     And  as  the  society 
extended  itself  on  the  right  and  on  the  left^  from 
having  no  communication  with  others,  the  people 
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^vas  made  for  the  regulation  of  a  single  family 
became  the  mode  for  the  govenraient  of  a  mighty 
nation. 

The  Chinese  present  to  us  an  invincible  argu-  , 
ment  against  democratic  forms  of  government* 
We  have  been  repeatedly  told  by  writers  in  fa-» 
vour  of  rcpubHcaniBm,  that  monarchy  haa  a  na* 
tural  tendency  to  weaken  the  mental  energies, 
to  repress  genius,  and  to' render  a  people  mor« 
or  less  miserable.  It  happens,  however,  that 
China  possesses  a  form  of  government  the  most 
despotic  in  the  world,  and  yet  in  no  countiy  haa 
literature  met  with  such  encouragement  as  there^ 
no  nation  is  more  ingenious,  and  with  respect  (a 
happiness,  taking  them  as  a  general  body,  they 
possess  as  much  as  a  nimterous  society  can  pos« 
sibly  enjoy.  One  striking  proof  of  their  favour* 
able  condition  is  the  circumstance  that  n<> beggars 
have  ever  bem  met  with  throughout  the  empire* 
The  springs  of  industry  there  are  numerous^  and 
every  one  has  the  power  of  gaining  a  livtliliood. 
The  young  are  trained  from  in&ncy  to  occupa* 
tions,  and  the  old  are  sure  of  ikn  asylum  in  the 
habitations  of  their  childhen* 

This  people  owe  all  their  discoveries  and  im- 
provements to  themselves.  They  have  derived 
neither  arts,  learning,  language,  tior  govpm7 
nient,  from  any  other  nation.  Yet  in  all  these 
points  do  th^y  ran'k  high  in  the  scale  of  empires^ 
and  if  we  were  to  say  that  they  are  superior  to 
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all  Others^  the  assertion  might  be  supported  by 
strong  arguments. 

The  natural  occupation  of  man>  either  alone  or 
in  society,  is  the  cultivation  of  the  earth.  An  emi- 
grating  people;  however,  are  never  agricultu- 
rists, but  are  usually  shepherds  or  marauders. 
,  The  great  estimation  in  which  husbandry  Is  held 
by  the  Chines?  furnishes,  therefore,  another  proof 
pf  their  antiquity.  They  regard  it  as  the  first  and 
most  honourable  of  all  professions,  and  the  bus- 
bandman  enjoys  various  important  privileges, 
from  which  the  merchant  and  mechanic  are  ex- 
cluded. 

The  annual  ceremony  in  which  the  Emperor 
tills  the  ground  with  his  own  hands,  presents  to 
us  a  pleasing  pi6ture  of  the  earlier  ages,  when 
the  cultivation  of  the  earth  was  the  favourite  em- 
ployment of  man.  Husbandmen  are  generally 
peaceful,subjects.  The  objects  that  engage  their 
attention  are  remote  from  the  subjects  of  strife 
and  envy.  The  varying  seasons  give  them  con- 
stant employ,  and  they  have  few  or  no  opportu- 
nities  of  mixing  in  companies  to  discuss  topics 
pf  a  public  nature.  Wisely,  therefore,  is  agri- 
culture encouraged  by  the  government,  as  it  not 
only  tends  to  general  prosperity,  but  to  the;^pre« 
servation  of  the  public  tranquillity.  China  in 
this  respect  holds  out  an  useful  example  to  otl.er 
countries.  There  are  no  great  farmers  in  that 
country,  and  yet  the  Nvhole  is  well  cultivated. 
By  the  monoply  of  farms  numbers  of  men  arc 
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driven  to»  other  occupations,  and  thereby  the 
large  towns  and  cities  are  infested  with  profligate 
charaftcrs.  The  multiplication  of  farms  would 
encrease  the  number  of  husbandmen,  and  the 
catalogue  of  criminals  would  be  lessened. 

In  seeking^  therefore,  to  account  for  the  stabi- 
lity of  the  Chinese  government,  and  the  regula- 
rity which  is  maintained  throughout  such  a  po- 
pulous empire,  we  shall  naturally  fix  upon  the 
encouragentent  which  is  given  to  agriculture  as 
a  cause  of  no  ordinary  magnitude. 

In  tracing  the  antiquity  of  a  people,  one  of  the 
first  objedls  that  will  engage  the  mind  of  the  en- 
quirer is  their  religious  system.  An  original 
people  will  be  distinguished  from  a  colony  by  the 
simplicity  of  their  faith  or  the  peculiarity  of  their 
superstition.  The  religion  of  the  Chinese  must 
be  separated  from  the  degrading  superstitions 
ivhich  prevail  among  the  common  people.  That 
the  primitive  settlers  of  the  earth  had  a  pure  faith 
and  a  simple  worship  cannot  well  be  doubted. 
This  faith  and  worship  were  sadly  corrupted  as 
societies  multiplied,  and  as  vice  polluted  the  in- 
telle^laal  as  well  as  the  moral  faculties  of  man* 
l^ind.  , 

An  original  people  must  have  stood  the  best 
chance  of  preserving  the  primitive  creed  in  its 
greatest  purity.  Wanderers  would  lose  their 
faith  as  well  as  their  customs  and  language.  Now 
the  question  is,  whether  the  Chinese  possess  those 
pure  principles  respefting  the  Supreme  Intelli- 
gence, which  we  may  well  suppose  were  received 
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by  man  before  he  fell  into  idplatry  and  super- 
stition ^ 

We  find  the  antient  doftrine  of  this  people  in 
their  scriptures,  which  are  called  theXing.  These 
u^rittngs  abound  in  the  most  sublime  representa* 
'tions  of  the  Deity^  to  whom  they  give  names  cor- 
responding to  God,  the  Lord,  the  Almighty,  the 
Eternal,  and  the  Most  High.  *'  He  is,  (say  they ) 
the  principle  of  every  thing  that  exists^  and  the 
parent  of  all  living ;  he  is  eternal,  immoveable, ' 
and  independent ;  his  power  is  unlimited^  and  his 
eye  equally  comprehends  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  iiiture  ;  heaven  and  earth  are  under  his 
government ;  and  aH  circumstances  are  but  the 
eflects  of  his  decrees.  He  is  pure,  hbly,  and  just ; 
evil  is  offensive  to  him,  but  he  regards  the  good 
actions  of  men  with  i)teasure.  He  punishes  vice 
with  just  severity,  even  on  the  throne  from 
whence  he  often  casts  down  the  guilty,  and  raises 
In  his  room  the  man  who  walks  uprightly  from 
obsci>rity.  He  relents  on  the  repentance  of  the 
'wicked  ;  and  he  sends  forth  his  judgmenta  xtpon 
the  earth,  only  that  men  may  be  led  to.  consider 
their  ways,  and  amend  them." 

Here  we  have  plainly  expressed  the  vestiges  of 
the  patriarchal  religion,  unmixed  with  the  dog- 
mas  of  human  invention,  which  are  the  result  of 
ignorance  or  design.  But  what  shall  we  say  to 
the  observations  made  by  some  intelligent  mts- 
.4ionaries  in  Cbti^^aron  one  of  the  antient  Chinese 
characters  in  the  form  of  an  eqviilateral  triaagk  ^ 

In  the  dictiojiary  q{ JK^t^bi  this  character  i$ 
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6a»4  to  signify  unity  ;  and  in  on^  pf  the  most  sa-s 
cred  of  the  Chinese  beaks  it  is  mentioned  as  t^e 
three  untied  in  one ;  as  being  derived  from  the 
chartAen^  J0u  (to  enter),  and  ye  (one) ;  from 
whence  it  infers  that  the  figure  means  three  unit-* 
ed,  entered,  and  incorporated  into  one.  Another 
atitient  book  says,  that  it  signifies  stri6t  union, 
karpvony,  the  chief  good  of  man,  of  heaven  and 
of  earth,  and  it  is  the  union  of  the  three  Tsai^ 
(whrch  means  principle,  power,  knowledge)  for 
ufiTted  they  direA,  create,  imd  nofirish  togethei\ 

That  the  antient  Chinesje  had  sowve  idet  of  a 
trinity  of  persons  in  the  Divine  nature,  appears 
too  remarkable  in  their  sactsed  books  lo  be  doitbt> 
ed.  The  book  See^ki  says.,  ^»  The  Emperor  fbr^ 
mcriy  made  a  solemn  sacrifice,  every  three  yioarsj 
to  the  Spirit  TaiNitv,  and  UwrxY,  Cbin-san-ye^'^ 
Tfie  Tao4se  has  the  fc>llowmg  text:  «  Tm  is  one 
by  nature.  The  first  begot  the  setend  j  two 
produced  the  third  ;  and  by  the  thrtre  all  ihtngii 
were  created/* 

Tm  commonly  means  risk,  law,  mfidim^  trutb^ 
Virice,  uwd.  In  this  passage  it  signifies  the  Deitjf^ 
One  book  gives  the  )bl4foM^ing  expianaltion  of  its 
^^  The  Jbo  preser#tBs  the  heavens  and  suppi^Ws 
the  e^rtfi  ;  he  te  so  hig*h  as  *^  to  be  reach^  j  ^ 
so  deep  as  not  to  be  fathomed  ;  so  immense  a& 
to  contain  the  whole  lonjver^e  ;  ^pxd  yet  he  :pene> 
trates  into  the  min'utetft  things." 

Another  suEfime  r^piesentsition  of  this  great 
isutgeft  deserves  to  fee  cimsi^red.  ^s  He  iviha.is, 
^n  aimrmier,  vi^i^le^  and  yet  canxiot  be  seen«  i|: 
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called  Kbi;  he  who  may  be  heard^  yet  does  not  speak 
to  the  cars.  Hi ;  he  whom^  as  it  were,  we  feel,  yet 
cannot  touchy  is  named  Ouei.  These  three  pur 
senses  cannot  comprehend,  but  our  reason  as«uresi 
us  that  they  arc  still  but  one.  Above  there  is  no 
light ;  below  there  is  no  darkness.  He  is  eternal. 
No  name. can  be  given  to  hini.  He  cannpt  ba 
resembled  by  any  thing  that  exist9.  }l^  is.  an 
Image  without  figure,  and  a  figur?  ^yithout  mat- 
ter. His  light  is  surrounded  by  darkne^.  If 
we  look  up  to  him  above  we  see  no  beginnings 
if  v^e  follow  him  we  find  no  end.  From  what 
the  Tflo  hath  been  ?t  all  times,  w^  conclude  that 
he  is  eternal,  he  is  thp  fountain  of  wi&dom.*' 

Whence  could  sentiments  like  the^  have  been 
derived  but  from  the  original  revelation  com. 
inunicated  to  man  by  the  author  of  his  being  ? 
They  incontrovertibly  prove  the  patriarchal  ori* 
gin  and  establishment  of  this  people.  It  is  true 
that  a  wretched  superstition  has  pervaded,  and 
now  covers,  the  empire:  but  the  men  of  letters, 
who  are  conversant  in  the  antient  writings,  are 
generally  despiser^  of  the  bonzes,  their  ceremo- 
nies, and  their  idols  These  absurdities  are. not 
of  Chinese  origin,  but  were  imported  from  India 
in  latter  times.  The  annals  of  the  empire,  whicb 
have  been  so  fsjithfuUy  kept,  and  in  which  every 
minute  circumstance  is  recorded,  neve^  mention 
any  idolatrous  worship,  or  superstitious  custom^ 
as  having  been  practised  there  till  the  establish- 
inent  of  the  seft  Tao-ss^e  and  the  introdu^ioa  of 
;ihe  religion  of  Fo.    Till  th^n  the  religiqus  cree4 
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was  pure,  and  the  worship  simple.  Sacrifices 
were  aLwa}r8  in  use^  and  they  were  evidently  of 
patriarchal  origin.  These  were  offered  by  the 
anttent  Chinese  in  the  open  fields,  or  on  the  tops 
of  nK>untains.  The  altar,  or  tan,  was  either  a 
quantity  of  stones  f^led  up  in  a  round  form,  or 
a  circular  heap  of  earth.  The  Emperor  was  al. 
ways  the  high  priest  of  the  nation,  and  used  to 
make  a  public  sacrifice  on  the  tan  once  every 
year.  The  agricultural  ceremony  already  notic* 
^d  is,  in  ta^,  a  religious  rite,  and  the  Emperor 
always  goes  through  a  regular  preparation  for  it, 
by  fasting  three  days. 

From  all  these  views  of  this  wonderful  people, 
and  they  might  easily  be  enlarged,  there  can  hardly 
remain  a  doubt  of  their  patriarchal  origin.  They 
bear  all  the  strong  lineaments  of  originality  eyen 
in  their  national  character  and  prejudices,  which, 
added  to  the  peculiarity  of  their  language,  their 
government,,  and  other  circumstances,  must  al- 
ways make  them  an  objedt  of  interest  to  the  en- 
quiring and  philosophy  mind. 

'A  curious  discovery,  made  by  the  Missionaries 
pf  late  years  in  China,  well  deserves  notice  in 
this  place^  though  it  cannot  be  brought  forward 
as  an  eyidencje  of  the  principal  points  advanced 
in  this  discourse.  This  is  the  discovery  of  a 
synagogue  and  a  Jewish  colony  who  appeared  in 
China  under  the  dynasty  of  Han,  whose  reign 
.begah  in  the  year  206  before  Christ.  This  co- 
Jony  now  consists  only  of  a  few  families,  who  re- 
side at  Caifong,  the  metropolis  of  Ho  nan. 
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The  Jesuit  who  visited  them  accurately  de« 
8cribes  their  synagogue^  ^hich  agrees  exa^Iy 
with  what  the  Jews  have  elsewhere.  He  adds, 
moreovei;,  ''  That  these  Chinese  Jews^  who  are 
here  called  Tiao-kin  kiao,  have  preserved  several 
of  the  cerenionies  in  the  Old  Testament ;  as  cir* 
cumcision,  which  they  say  they  had  from  Abraham; 
the  feast  of  unleavened  breads  the  pascbal  lamb,  the 
.^ahbatb,  and  other  Mosaical  festivais. 

These  people  at  present  consist  of  ueven  fami- 
lies, called  Tbao,  Km,  Cbe,  Tbe  mam^  Uj  Ngai, 
whp  intermarry  ouly  with  themselves. 

There  is  but  one  synagogue  in  the  whole  pro- 
vincc.  It  has  no  altar,  nor  any  ether  f nmiture 
except  the  chair  of  Moses,  with  a  censer»  a  tables 
«<nd  chandeliers.  This  building  is  divided  into 
three  aisles,  the  middle  .one  occupied,  by  th? 
table  of  incense,  the  t:hair  of  Moses,  a  painting 
inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  Emperor^  attd 
thirteen  tabernacles,  containing  as  many  copies 
of  the  Pentateuch. 

In  answer,  to  the  enqw'yi  whether  they  idid 
homage  to  Confucius,  they  replied  that  they  paid 
him  the  satiie  honour  as  ^e  rest  of  the  learned 
men  did,  and  that  they  assisted  in  the  sokpin 
^c^remonies  which  are  performed  to  great  men. 
But  they't)bservcd,  that  though  they  praftisfed 
certain  rites  twice  a  year  to  the  honour  of  theiA* 
ancestors,  after  the  Chinese  manner^  yet  they 
never  presented  them  with  swine's  flesh.'' 

These  Jews  call  their  law  the  law  of  Israel. 
Tseials^kiao,  which  they  also  tenn  Ksm-km^  *3m 
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ontieMt'law,  Tien^luao^  the  7(fw  of  G^(f,  and  77»- 
AiTji^iJao^  signifying  that  they  abstain  From  blood. 
They  said  that  their  ancestors  came  from  a  king- 
dom of  the  west^  called  JudtA,  which'  was  con- 
quered by  Joshua^  after  their  departure  from 
Egypt  apd  their  passage  dver  the  Red  Sea^ 
through  the  Wilderness.  They  mentioned  also 
the  most  eminent  persons  spoken  of  in  the  Old 
Testament  scriptures,  such  as  Pavld,  SolomoOj, 
and  EzekieU  vv  ho  raised  up  dry  bones;  and  Jonas, 
who  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in  the  belly 
•f  the  fish,  8cc.  from  which  it  is  evident  that  they 
are  in  possesi^ion  of  the  historical  and  prophetical 
scriptures/ 

They  informed  the  Missionary  that  their  al- 
phabet now  consists  only  of  twenty -two  letters, 
though  It.  had  originally  twenty-seven.  Thej 
neither  kindle  a  fire  nor  dress  any  vi^l^uals  on 
the  seventh  day^  but  prepare  all  that  is  neces- 
sary on  the  day  preceding.  In  reading  their 
scriptures  in  the  synagogue,  they  cover  their 
faces  with  a  transparent  vail,  in  comniemoratioii 
of  Moses,  who  covered  his  face  when  he  descend- 
ed from  the  mountain  with  the  holy  tables. 

When  the  Missionary  spoke  to  them  of  the 
Messiah  predicted  in  the  sacred  writings^  the^ 
expressed  their  astonishment ;  but  when  he  added 
that  this  Messiah  was  called  Jesus,  they  replied 
that  a  holy  person  of  that  name  was  mentioned 
in  their  bible^  but  that  he  waa  called  the  son  of 
Siracb. 
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This  ascertains  the  time  when  the  Jewish  ca* 
lony  first  emigrated,  which  must  have  been  after 
the  second  captivity. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  more  accurate 
enquiries  into  the  history  or  traditions  of  this 
people  have  not  been  made.  So  remarkable  a 
circumstance  as  this  ought  not  to  have  been  suf- 
fered to  lie  dormant  after  the  discovery .  was 
published.  For,  though  the  Chinese  history  may 
not  be  elucidated  by  the  research,  yet  that  of  a 
people  equally  interesting,  cannot  but  be  greatly 
illuminated  by  a  particular  examination  of  tliis 
wonderful  fragment  of  an tient  Israel. 
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.    CHAPTER  I.  . 

■■II  ■III  aMaagB— a«tt  ' 
OCCASION   OF   Tli^   Isk^ASSY* 

The  exteqsive  iotenpourso  betwc^a  i\)h  country  and 
Cbina  reipidered  ^a  Embassy  thither  a  liieasure  of  c6mmcr<» 
ciai  expediency. 

The  first  Epropeans  who  visited  the  Chinese  coast  were 
Ihe  Portuguese,  in  the  fift^nth  century ;  and  on  account  of 
son^e  seh^ices  which  they  peribrmed,  t|ie  Emperor  gave 
them  particular  privileg.es;  aod  this  preference  has  con-» 
tinued»  though  with  some  abatement,  to  the  present  day. 

The  Dutch  also  having  contributed  to-the  redudiion  of 
9  formidable  rebellion,  were  greatly  favoured  by  diegor 
Verament^  and  were  even  invited  to  Pekin  by  the  Empe* 
ror.  His  successor,  Cam*hi  the  Great,  greatly  encourag(e4 
such  Europeans  as  were  skilled  in  the  sciences.  Many  of 
these  he  admitted  into  his  service,  and  employed  in  impor** 
tant  negociations.  These  men  were  missionaries  sent  oul 
by  the  monastic  orders  in  Europe  to  propagate  their  re* 
legion  in  heathen  countries.  They  were  not  only  tolerated 
in  the  profession  of  their  faiih,  but  permitted  to  extend  it,  by 
making  proselytes,  and  they  were  the  means  of  rendering 
great  service  to  their  countrymen  who  visited  Chini^  for 
commercial  purposes. 
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Queen  Elizabedi  made  some  attempts  to  establish  a  Cant** 
mercial  iatercourse  with  the  Great  Mogul  aod  the  £inpe« 
ror  of  China,  but  without  success.  In  1 634,  a  free  trade'  was 
agreed  to  between  die  Viceroy  of  Goa,  the  capicat  of  the 
Portugueze  in  the  East,  and  a  Company  of  English  oner- 
chants,  who  were  licensed  by  King  Charles  L 

This  Company  fitted  out  a  fleet  commanded  by  Capt. 
Wcddelli  who  proceeded  to  Macao  to  trade.  On  his  arri- 
val the  Procurator  informed  die  Commander  that  he  should 
be-  furnished  with  refreshments^  but  that  there  was  an  ob- 
stacle to  trading,  and  that  was  the  non-consent  of  the 
Chinese,  who  even  kept  the  Portugueze  themselves  ia 
wretched  subjedion.    , 

The  English,  however,  were  resolved  to  discover  the 
river  of  Canton;,  and  accordingly  fitted  out  a  barge  and 
[Pinnace,  well  manned,  who  in  two  days  found  the  entrance 
of  the  riven  The  Chinese,  alarmed  a^  the  sight  of  the 
strangers,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  twenty  junks,  well  manned 
and  armed.  On  approaching  the  English,  die  Chinese  Ad- 
miral desired  them  to  come  to  an  anchor,  which  they  com- 
plied with. 

The  Mandarine  who  commanded,  at  first  roughly  expos- 
tulated with  them  for  coming  thither  to  explore  so  great  a 
prince's  dominions,  and  demanded  to  know  who-  were  their 
pilots  ?  To  this  the  others  replied,  that  tliey  came  from  Europe 
to  establish  a  trade  of  mutual  benefit ;  and  as  to^pilots,  they 
had  none,  being  able  themselves  to  discover  more  difficult  pas- 
sages than  any  they  had  yet  met  with.  On  this  the  Chinese 
became  more  courteous ;  and  offered  to  convey  any  num- 
ber of  the  English  to  Canton,  provided  the  vessels  would 
go  no  further.  This  being  complied  with,  three  of  the 
crew  proceeded  to  Canton  in  a  junk ;  but  when  they  were 
come  within  five  leagues  of  the  ^ity  they  were  met  by  a 
deputation  from  the  Viceroy,  who  requested  them  not  to 
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proceed,  assuring  diem  that  licence  of  trade  would  be  granted 
them  at  Macao.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Portugueze  traders 
were  sailed,  through  fear  of  being  detaincjd  by  Capt.  Wed- 
deii.  On  the  return  of  the  English  from  the  river  of  Can- 
ton, the  Chinese  refused  to  grant  them  that  which  they  had 
promised,  aiid  what  had  hpen.too  easily  believed. 

This  so  highly  exasperated  them  that  they  instantly 
determined  to  make  for  the  river  of  Canton  with  their 
whole  fleet.  In  a  few  days  they  came  before  an  old 
castle  which  guarded  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Here 
they  had  communication  with  some  Mandarines,  who> 
when  they  heard  their  request,  promised  an  ansv^r  in  six 
days.  During  this  time  the  fort  was  put  in  repair,  and 
furnished  with  several  heavy  cannon,  one  of  which  was 
discharged  ^t  a  barge  which  was  sent  inquest  of  a  watering 
place*  On  this  the  whole  fleet  got  under  weigh,  and  having 
silenced  ihe  fort,  landed  a  hundred  men,  brought  oflT  the 
ordnance,  hoisted  the  British  flag  on  the  walls,  ^t  fire  to 
die  council-bouse,  and  took  possession  of  some  Chinese 
vessels,  by  one  of  which  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  chief 
Mandarines  at  Canton  complaining  of  the  aggression  which 
had  been  made  upon  them,  and  demanding  a  free  trade. 
The  Chinese  laid  the  blame  of  what  had  passed  upon  the 
Portuguea^,  and  then  granted  the  English  their  request. 

These  circumstances  could  not  be  favourable  to  the 
English,  who  were  long  distinguished  in  China  by  theop-^ 
probrious  epithet  of  carotty  pates.  For  a  long  series  of 
years  they  laboured  under  restri<^ions,  impositions,  and 
contemptuous  behaviour,  from  which  other  Europeaps 
were  free.  Various  causes  contributed  to  these  hardships, 
zmovig  which  may  be  reckoned  the  misrepesentations  of 
the  missionaries,  arising  from  religious  prejudices,  the  in- 
dependent spirit  and  liberty  of  condudfc  manifested  by  the 
^nglisli,  8Q  offensive  to  a  governmeut  which  regards  thq 
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mercantile  ptofiefsion  as  of  the  lowest  cafst,  ami  t^irt  may 
be  consideted  as  ttHl  n^rse,  the  bcentioiis  conduA  of  the 
seamen. 

Under  ibe  mfliience  ot  this  *dialike>  the  loipeHal  ofiic^n 
exercised  upon  «hem  whatever  rigour  theyt^i^ased  with  iin« 
punity.  Thetr  cohipbiats  were  disregaa^ded,  and  ntea^orea 
were  taken  to^nerent  a  repetition  of  tlieir  retnonscmnces, 
by  prohibfririg  Cheir  being  trali^tbd.  Such  of  the  Englidl 
s»  acquired  any  knowledge  of  the  language*  for  the  purpose 
of  cbmniunicacing  their  grievandes^  rendered  itheffiselv^ 
odioBSi  and  it  was  even  dangerous  for  a  Chioeae  feo  tskdi 
them. 

Th\BS  they  were  under  ibfi  fteceasity  of  tnteting  solely  to 
the  naitive  itii»tdiant^  in  all  their  dealings. 

And  tho\)gh  a  fa^ory  had  subsisted  at  Canton  for  abnive 
a  cetitvry,  yet  that  assimilation  in  manners  and  sehlttnentSy 
whidb  generally  attends  such  institutiotis  in  othet  plat^, 
b&d  not  taken  pktce  hare. 

These  ciTCumstances,  combined  with  Sic  i^aturel  pri9e 
of  the  Chinese,  which  leads  them  to  look  upon  themsetvesIA; 
in  a  fCffcjR.  statte  of  civilization,  and  to  regard  bitter  natkins 
as  in  a  state  df  barbarism,  induced  the  go^ra^etft  to  lay 
restiaitite  upon  the  condu^  of  the  Europeah  tracfei^  lest 
they  should  corrupt  the  manners  of  their  o^^  people.  In 
consequence  of  this  only  one  port  was  opened  *for  foreign 
shtjfK,  and  at  their  departure  eviiry  ivaxfj^h  was  com* 
pelled  fo  embark  vvirh  them. 

A  current  sentiment  among  the  CHines<i,  that  the  ad- 
mission of  fprcign  trade  fis  a  mere  aSk  ofliumahity  andl»e- 
ncvolence  to  strangers,  and  of  no  berienl  tb'^tliemseiv^/has 
also  served  greatly  to  obstruQ afreccomihercc. 

Being  thus  indifferent  to  foreign  trade,  ahd 'raoierV;? Air-. 
ing  than  se  king  it,  strangers,  who  had  np  otBer  biisine^ 
could  have  little  chdace  pf  favour,  or  even  of  jiisyiice:  par-* 
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tKdarly  (he  English,  who  ivert  40bafiedinmi.^iS8rthig  dieTc 
qkutfdy  aadhad  no.'supporc  at  P^kia.  FeeUag,  iiowevttv 
that  their  harcUiips  were  unknown  lo»  itod  iMdaothmzed 
byv  die  Eflbpemr,  Several  of  the  CoiTipany!8  agents  xoa^ 
oeived  that  an  Embas^  to  him  woidd  be*  propo- and  ex^ 
pedient;  and  from  the  iBformatioo^  which  thejr  had  ob^^  \ 
taioed  of  some  raathematkian  and  aitite  at  Pekia,  k  was 
condiiddd  that  such  a  measunrWouid  he  vtleaded  with  tUQ*^ 
drss.  At  P^kia  the  English  were  Ikardiy.  know«,  lexdepli 
through  the  misrepresentations  of  their  enemies.  The  m^ 
sideiits  Kt  CiWfa  wiei^  treated  as  teigntficaat  indindaals^ 
without  -anthorky  from  ^heir  own  firriQce.  It  was  therefom 
ooctfidiH«d  that  a  formal  embassy  Would  be  treated  asor 
mark  of  respe<A  by  the  EmpercM',  The  trade  carried  on 
with  China  was  of  iti)lpor»nce»  «mo<inttng  aaimaliy  fed 
miuiy  ouUions  sterling;  «nd  tbaugh  the  two  countries  lie 
at  86  gr^t  a  distance  from  each  other,  yet  the  British  teiw 
ritories  in  the  E«t  approach  very  near  China,  on  the  sid6 
of  Htndostam.  Part  of  this  intervening  space  is  occuftied 
by  petty  princes,  who  are:Mquently  at  war  withieach  oih<$rf 
and  who  are  very  much  connefted  with  one  or  other  ^ 
their  two  powerful  neigl|bours.  It  is  not  unlikely,  theitt' 
#Qre,  that  so  neat-  a  fclation  mky,  .it  a  ftititre  period,  lead 
to  serious  differences  betiireen  the  two  Courts. 

A  circumstance  happened  at  Canttm^a  few  years  n^o, 
winch  had  like  to  have  totally  etetinguisfaed  our  trade  thi« 
dier. 

On  some  t«|oictng  occasioa,  in  firing  the^giwB  from  one 
of  the  English  ships,  two  Chmese  were  killed.  Murder  is 
legatded  widi  such  hdrfor  in  China,  as  i^rer  fo  be  par- 
dloned.  The  Viceroy  inntiediately  demanded  the  gun* 
ner  tb  be  dcHveitd  up.  In  Tain  weie  ttmommmce^  made^ 
that  die  event  was  :acc$datitaL  He  -was  iiifle(jdblc,  and 
seized  upon  one  of  the  principal  supercargoes.    All  the 
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Euiopeaos  that  were  there,  feeling  this  to  be  a  comnioii 
eause,  joined  the  English,  and  prepared  to  resist  the  Vice- 
roy, who  drew  down  great  numbers  of  men  on  the  hanks 
of  the  river.  Policy  at  length  prevailed  on  die  EngUdi  to 
deliver  np  the  unfortunate  cause  of  diis  mischief,  with 
scarcely  a  hope  of  his  escaping  punishment. 
'  It  is  not  improbable  that,  had  a  contest  taken  place,  the 
Chinese  government  would  have  at  once  prevented  the  re- 
petition of  such  an  evil,  by  shutting  up  its  ports  against  all 
foreign  trade. 

Such  an  event  would  have  maierially  afiefbed  the  inte* 
rests  of  the  East-India  Company,  the  revenues  of  die  sute, 
and  the  British  manufaAures.  But  the  principal  efied  of 
this  prohibition  would  have  been  the  loss  of  tea,  which  is 
now  become  a  necessary  article  of  life  in  tUis  country. 

The  first  who  importtd  tea  into  Europe-  were  the  Dutch^. 
about  the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  Having  heard  of 
a  beverage  in  common  use  in  China,  from  a  plant  of  that 
country,  and  desirous  of  establishing  its  use  in  Europe,  by 
exchanging  one  herb  for  another,  they  adopted. the  mjv, 
ibea  in  high  repute  in  the  physical  school,  for  itssalubrioua 
qualities. 

This  plant,  however,  did  not  please  the  Chinese ;  boT 
the  use  of  tea  has  rapidly  increased  in  all  parts  of  Europe. 

In  the  middle  of  the  last  century  tea*  was  sold  in  places 
of  entertainment,  and  had  a  duty  laid  upon  it  by  the  go* 
vemment.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,,  the 
quantity  annually  sold  by  the  Company  did  not  exceed 
fcooolbs.  though  now  it  is  near  ao,ooo,coolbs. 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  introduce  the  culture  of  the 
tea  in  some  parts  of  the  Britisli  territories  in^indostan ;  and 
it  Js  said,  that  a  small  planution  of  it  now  flourishes  in  Cor- 
nea, but  the  es^pence  ^r  exceeds  die  produce*  - 
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At  a  future  period  this  country  may  be  able  to  furnish 
itself  with  this  article,  on  reasonable  terms,  and  without  de- 
pending on  a  foreign  power.  But  in  the  mean  time  it  was 
necessary  to  prevent  its  failure,  by  endeavouring  to  esta* 
biish  such  a  friendly  connection  between  the  Courts  of  Pe- 
kin  and  London  as  might  render  the  British  trade  more 
respedable  and  advantageous  in  that  quarter,  and  also  to  rcr 
move  any  jealousies  which  might  arise  on  the  side  of  Hin- 
dostan,  through  the  artifices  of  the  respeAive  dependants 
or  allies  of  either  of  the  two  powers*     '  • 

Such  a  conne^on  could  not  naturally  be  produced  of  a 
sudden,  or  its  objeds  be  attained  at  once.  The  Court  of 
Pakin  was  considered  as  being  little  disposed  to  hold  inter-* 
course  with  foreign  countries,  from  a  wish  to  preserve  ita 
subje^  in  the  vale  of  happiness,  in  which  they  wfre 
jdaced,  and  to  exclude  them  from  associating  with  those 
whom  it  regarded  as  prophane.  An  exception  to  this  rule 
cotild  not  be  expe&ed  in  favour  of  a  nation  whose  virtuea 
were  but  little  known. 

The  residence  of  an  Embassador  at  Pekin  might  be  a 
means  of  forming  this  alliance;  but  great  difficulty  appeared 
in  the  way  of  this  desirable  ohjc&.  A  British  subject  had 
been  punished  by  express  orders  from  Pekin,  for  endeavour* 
ingto  make  his  way  to  that  capital,  to  present  a  memorial  of 
grievances  from  the  fa<5lory  at  Canton. 

It  was  hoped,  however,  that  better  success  would  attend 
tlie  sending  an  Envoy  pf  rank,  vested  with  letters  from  his 
King ;  and  accordingly  a  distinguished  nobleman  undertook 
the  exjperiment.  But  he  died  on  the  passage,  and  the  plan  was 
laid  aside  for  some  time.  New  circumstances  happened  to 
shew  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  And  to  the  conside* 
rations  of  policy  and  commerce  were  now  added  those  of 
humanity  and  philosophy. 

Among  the  brilliant  circumstances  of  the  present  reigi^ 
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Ih^.  voy«gei&  made  rou«4  the  world;  sind  the  improveoicnt 
VFhKk  acMBCe.  h»d  thence  ac^uirod,  were  oonne  of  the  moir 
AefqoraUe.  Such  eypieditioni  as  these  could  ooC  bul 
ci»a(e  universal  admrauoob  and  so  h^hly.  were  they  et« 
teemed  by  the  enemy*  that  ^^yithoui  sQliciuiipki  they  gave 
Qfders  to  their  commaodora  to  permit  the  ships  so  employed 
to  pass>  unmolested- 

Now  if  countries  hardly  civilized  were  capable  o^coa^ 
^butiog  to  the  slock  of  knowledge,  surely  much  inoro 
might  be  reasonably  exp6ded  from  the  ipost  ancient  and 
populous  empire  upon  eardu 

But  those  who  had  been  able  to  penetrate  into  China* 
bad  given  accounts  so  opposite  and  suspicious^  as  to  ex- 
dte  a  strong  spirit  of  curiosity,  rather  dian  to  afford  any  sa-r 
lisfa^Uon.  Yet  all  have  agreed  in  tbis»  that  this  CQuotry»  ia 
iiespq£t  lo  lis  prodtt^ans»  government,  languagje,  ^M  in- 
habitants,  is  the  greatest  objed  of  human  cootemplatioB'ia 
tb^^orkL 

The  reludance  of  the  Chinese  to  permit  a  familiar  re^ 
search,  arising  from  the  imaginary  danger  of  communi* 
eating  with  strangers  prone  to  licentiousness,  might  be  doM 
away,  by  observii^  others  of  a  contrary  condu&« 

But  it  was  necessary  also,  that  other  appearances  shouU 
be  exhit^^,  besides  examples  of  moral  rectitudeu  Much 
would  depend  on  the  impression  made  by  the  embassy,  in 
its  progress  through  the  country,  and  admission  at  Court. 

Should  the  Embassador  be  acceptable  to  the  Maudaiinea 
and  people,  and  create  a  wish  for  the  residciKe  of  a  regii-- 
lar  minister,  the  great  object  in  view  would  at  once  be  at* 
tained;  l^he  Ease-India  Company,  anxious  as  tliey  were 
for  this,  yet  fiearing  that  the  Chinese  government  should 
take  uaU)rage  at  dieir  insisting  upon  too  many  privileges  at 
once,  recommended  the  greatest  precaution  in  the  begtoning 
«f  the  ncgociation. 
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Iq  the  choice  of  a  proper  person  to  go  iiponthis  mission, 
much  prudence  and  caution  were  requisite ;  and  Adminis- 
tration, regardless  of  personal  favour  or  parliamentary  infiu* 
cnce^  sought  with  great  care  and  diligence  for  one  who  was 
l;rell  qualified  for  an  employ  of  such  hazard  and  importance* 
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CHAPTER  n. 


PKSPARATlONi   FOR   THE   EMBASSY. 

The  appointment  of  Lord  Macartney,  as  Embassador  to 
China,  was  the  svhjtA  of  general  approbation.  He  had 
already  been  tried  in  various  important  situations,  and  hi» 
conduft  in  India  had  drawn  from  toth  parties  in  the  senate 
the  highest  applause.  Though  he  had  declined  the  gover- 
norship of  Bengal,  yet  the  novelty  of  the  present  offer  was 
80  inviting,  that  he-imirvediately  accepted  it. 

Administration  generously  gave  him  the  nomination  of 
his  officers.  The  passage  by  sea  being  'adopted,  the  Ad- 
miralty appointed  the  Lion,  0^64  giras,  to  convey  the  Em- 
bassador ;  and  having  given  him  permission  to  nominate  the 
commander,  Jte.  chose  Sir  Erasmus  Gowcr,  an  experienced 
officer,  who  had  been  twice  round  the  world. 

To  add  dignity  to  the  embassy,  a  military  guard  of  sclc<a 
men,  from  the  infantry  and  the  artillery,  was  appointed,  nndcr 
the  command  of  Colonel  Benson,  assisted  by  Lieutcnant," 
now  Captain  Parish,  and  Lieutenant,  now  Lieut.  Col. 
Crewe. 

The  Physician  to  the  embassy  was  Dr.  Gillan,  and  Dr. 
Scott  the  Surgeon.  Dr.  Dinwiddle  and  Mr.  Barrow  were 
the  Mathematicians.  Mr.  Acheson  Maxell  and  Mr.Etf- 
ward  Winder  were  made  Joint  Secretaries  to  the  Embassa- 
dor ;  and  Mr.  Henry  Baring,  a  Writer  in  the  Company's 
service,  was  allowed  to  accompany  the  Embassy,  to  qualify 
him  for  a  residence  at  Canton. 
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Mtfller  Staufitan^  <$ob  to  Sir. George,  served  as  page  tothc 
Esnhassador.  It  is  rather  surpf  ising  that  no  professed  na« 
tnralisc  was  engaged  for  the  voi]^age ;  but  tvim  battanic  gar^ 
doners  were  employed. 

'StiU  an  office  of  consideraUe  iraport  imos  vacant,  and  t& 
£H  it  was  diftculL  Tins wastinuc  of  a  Chinese inlsrpretGr 
tnd  transbtof .  No  such  was  to  be  foond  in  the  British 
coipiR^  and  it  w!oidd  toot  be  prudent  to  «depend  'on  tfindng 
tine  4IC  Canton.  T^  Misaooaries  at  IMdn  are  sddom 
•permitted  lo  Joavc  the  >€onntr]r4  .but.a  few  JMve  been  able 
to  return  in  disguise.  Some  Chinese  of  leanniag  'had  made 
their  way  to  Rome,  and  wons  enxploved  in  die  Vatican, 
where  they  had  tbecare  orf  ceptain  Chinese  books.  A  cdl- 
•lege  had  'been  evecfted,  ^thvong^  ^  eeal  for  Christianity,  at 
Naples,  where  some  young  Chinese,  bron^t  off  by  the 
J^iisaionaries,  were  educated* 

Njd  better  lesonice  appeared  to  obtain  the  obje6t  in  t&- 
qneftyandtherdbrethe  intended  Secretary  of^e  Enibashy 
-set  out  mx  his  seavdi  in  January  1792.  He  first  went  to 
Paris,  where  his  enquiries  being  fruitless,  he  proceeded  10 
Rome,  and  having  ipfocmed  iceonunendatory  letters  from 
Cardinal  Anton^Ui  t^tlie  Italian  Missionaiaes  ib  China, 
aad.to  theCurators  -of  the  Chinese  college  at  Naples,  he  vi« 
sited  that  city.  T/heye,  ifay  tlie  help  of  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton, though  not.  without  ^fficuky,  he  obtained  two  Chi- 
nese, of  amiabk  ohara^ers,  and  well  quaEfied  to  interpcet 
between  iheir -own  language  and  the  Latin  or  Italian,  and 
casie  lo  England  wHh  thena  in  May  fbliowing* 

These  persons  soon  made  themselves  useful  by  jfumsb* 

ing  information  rcspe^Sting  'the  finest  preparations  for  the 

•expedition.    One  of  the  ^primary  articles  to  be  attended  to, 

was  the  cboiceof^resenu^andthey  suggested  what  would  be 

,  the  most  esteemed. 
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In  diis  view,  also»  some  regard  was  to  be  paid  to  what 
might  be  in  the  greatest  request,  and  turn  to  the  best  ad- 
Tantago  at  Canton.  Pieces  of  ingenious  and  complicated 
oiechanism,  highly  ornamented,  and  by  internal  wheels  and 
springs,  producing  movements  teemingly  spontaneous,  had 
been  known  to  bear  enormous  prices.  Though  they  wer^ 
df  no  usp,  yet  they  were  highly  pleasing  to  theMandaiines, 
who  frequently  ordered  the  native  merchants  to  procure 
them,  without  any  regard  to  the  price.  This  order  it  was 
dangerous  to  disobey.  The  Mandarines,  however,  gene- 
rally contrived  to  get  them  for  little  or  no  consideration,  un- 
der promise  of  granting  special  prote^^ipnto  the  merchants. 
These  articles,  at  last,  usually  found  their  way  into  the  Im- 
perial palace  at  Pekin,  to  procure  the  favour  of  the  Empe- 
ror and  his  ministers. 

These  toys,  or  iing-songs^  according  to  the  Chinese  jar- 
gon, were  already  so  numerous  in  Chiua,  that  it  was 
Uiought,  presents  more  rational  and  illustrative  of  the  sci* 
ences  would  be  more  acceptable  to  an  Emperor  far  ad- 
vanced in  life. 

t  Astronomy  has  long  been  esteemed  iii  China,  and  there- 
fore it  was  thought  that  instruments  of  the  latest  improve- 
'  ment  for  observation,  and  plauetariums  and  globes  for  illus- 
tration, would  be  more  suited  to  th^  Chioese,  taste. 

Besides  these  various  specimens  of  British  manufadures, 
several  useful  inventions  for  adding  to  the  comforts  of 
life  were  added,  as  well  to  answer  the  purpose  of  com- 
merce, as- to  please  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  to  be 
presented. 

To  convey  these  presents,  the  East-India  Company  ap- 
pointed one  of  their  largest  ships,  the  Hindostan,  Captain 
Mackintosh,  and  a  smaller  vessel  was  also  fitted  out,  to  a  A 
as  a  tender. 
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ft  ^as  expedient  that  the  intended  embassy  should  be  aq- 
Hounced  to  the  Chinese  Government,  to  prevent  any  suf- 
prize  which  it$  appearance  might  excite^  and  its  design  be 
thereby  frustrated.  The  East-India  Company  had  three 
Commissioners  at  Canton^  and  they  werie  not  only  em- 
powered to  announce  Lord  Macartney's  mission,  but  also 
to  communicate  to  the  Viceroy  of  Canton  a  letter  on 
the  svbjeGt  written  by  Sir  Francis  Baring,  Chairman  of 
the  Diredlors.  This  letter  stated  that  ''  His  most  gracious 
Sovereign  having  heard,  that  it  had  been  expedled  Iiis  sub- 
je£b,  settled  at  Cailton,  shquldhavesenta  deputation  to  the 
Court  of  Pekin,  to  congratulate  the  Emperor  on  his  enterihg 
imo  the  8oth  year  of  his  age,  but  that  such  deputation  had 
not  been  immediately  dispatched,  expressed  great  displeasuie 
thereat ;  and  l>eing  dpsirous  of  cultivating  the  friendship  of 
the  Emperor  of  China,  and  of  improving  the  conne£bion, 
•  intercourse,  and  gqod  correspondence  between  the  Courts 
of  Londoii  and  Pekin,  and  of  encreasing  and  extending  the 
commerce  between  their  respedlive  subjeSs,  had  revived 
to  send  his  well  beloved  Cousin  and  Counsellor,  Lord  Ma- 
cartney, a  nobleman  of  great  virtue,  wisdom,  and  ability,  as 
his  Embassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  tlie 
£mperor  of  China,  to  represent  his  person,  and  to  express, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  satisfa<%ion  he  should  feel  if  thij 
mark  of  his  attention  and  regard  should  serve  as  a  foundation 
to  establish  a  perpetual  harmony  and  alliance  between 
them;  and  that  the  Embassador,  with  his  attendants,  should 
soon  set  out  upon  the  voyage;  and,  having  several  presents 
for  the  Emperor,  from  his  Britannic  Majesty,  which,  from 
their  size  and  nicety  of  mechanism,  could  not  be  conveyed 
through  the  interior  of  China,  to  so  great  a  distance  as  from 
Canton  to  Pekin,  without  the  risk  of  damage,  he  should 
proceed  dire^ly,  in  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  properly 
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«ccemp«liiod,to«ha  port  «f  Tiefi-Skig,  appnaadiiag  in  the 
-first  kistaoce^  ai  near  as  poesiHe,  ro  the  icttdence  of  tbe 
Emperor  ^  China/'  And  che  letier  ends  by  **  K^esdi^ 
4ie  informBtiofi,  thus  gtven,  «iay  be  conveyed  to  the  Cpurt 
^Pckin,  trttscifig  that  the  IitiperJal  opders  wodkl  be  ismad 
for  due  proper  recqition  of  the  King  of  -Grfat  firkjifQ''S 
diipB,  with  his  JBcnbassador  aacl  suite,  as  soon  as  they  ahoold 
appear  at  Tien- Sing,  'or  the  neighbouring  coasts/' 

The  presems  ^;?tre  indeed  so  rare  and  valuable,  that  tbe 
Foreign  Embassttdors  began  ix>  be  jealous  that  riiey -were 
Assigned  for  some  extraordinary  ^rpcMse.  It  tvaseven 
.8ttrft)ised,  i-batdie  British,  Government  tneant  to  ei^rois 
Afe  "Whole  Chinese  -trade ;  but  so  far  wasi  this  from  being 
iht  case,  -fliat  a  connrtmicarivij  of  the  embaessy  vww  made 
to  the  Dutch  Govet-nmerir,  #ith  liberal  offers  <rf  service. 

But  (he  porpcnt  of  the  mission  is  best  explained  in  the 
Roytfl  instm^ofis  to  the  Embassador,  in  which  it  is 
Utaicd,  **  that  a  greater  number  of 'his  sohjeAs,  than  t>f  any 
t}ither  Europeans,  had  been  trading,  for  a  cnnsidgrafale 
time  past,  in  China ;  that  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
^tvrten  sevetal  other  na^ons  and  ihai  'great  empire  had  been 
Receded,  atrcompanied,  -or  foHotv«d,^by  special  comrouni* 
catitDiM  widi  its  Soverrign.  Others  had  the  support  of  Mis- 
sionaries, mho^  from  fheir  eininence  an  science,  lor  inge- 
tiuity  in  the  am,  iiad  been  froqaently  adcnitted  to  tbe  fa- 
miliarity-of  a  curious  and  polished  Gcfurt,  and  'which  Mis- 
sionaries, in  the  midst  of  their  carc^  *for  the  pyopagatioa  of 
theh-faith,  were  n6t  aepposed  to  'have  4>een  unmin^l  of 
•the  views  and  interest  of  their  ^ounny;  White  Ihe  En^idi 
traders  Temaincd  imaided,  and  as  it  were,  unayowed,  at  a 
distance  so  remote  as  toaAmit«df'a  misrepresetilatidn  rfna- 
tiomtl  dhara&er  and'importance :  and  where,  too,  ibeir  oc- 
t^npatiGin  was  notiield  in  %hat esfsem,  wl|i(^  HMght-bejie- 
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cessary  to  procure  (;hfi09i  $«ifety  aqd  rcsped;  "  that  undei: 
thttseciFCiiagotftiices,  it  became  the  dignity  and  do^rwStcz  of 
has  Majnty  to  cxecnd  \m  patenaal  legaxd  to  daese  his  distabc 
subjeds,  even  if  the  coirtoierce  and  prosperity  of  the  natiocv 
were  not  concerned  is  their  soccess ;  and  to  <i^m  xi»  Em^ 
pcror  of  Chbia*ft  protection  for  them,  wiib  tha^.weig^ 
which  is  due  to  the  rcqnisition  of  one  great  Sovereign  fro^^ 
another;"  thai  **  9  free  comnnoicaiion  with  a  pec4>le9 
perhaps  the  most  singular  upon  the  globe,  ainong  whon^ 
civilizadoahad  existed,  and  the  arts  been  cukivated,  through 
a  loi^  series  of  ages^  with  fewer  interruptelQna  than  .elae* 
where,  was  weU  worthy,  alao^  of  being  sought  by  the 
British  na^on,  which  saw  with  pleasure,  and  wirh  gcad- 
tnde  applauded,  the  several  voyages  undertaken  already,  by 
bis  Majesty's  command^  and  at  tlie  public  eii^pence,  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  {(H  the  discovery  and^obaervatioq 
of  distant  countries  and  manners;"  but  that,''  in  seeking 
tor  improve  a  connexion  with  ChiiKiy  fio  vi^ws  wet?  enter"' 
tained  except  those  of  the  general  interests  of  humanity,  the 
mutual  benefit  of  both  nations,  and  the  prbte£kion  oi^com^ 
jnerce  under  the  Chinese  Government." 

His  Majesty's  letter  to  the  Emperor  expnmeM  die  samo 
seritiinents.  It  says, ''  that  the  natural  disposition  of  a  great 
and  benevoiem  Sovereign,  such  as  his  Imperial  Majesty, 
whom  Providence  had  seated  upon  the  thtone  for  the  good 
of  mankind,  was  to  watch  over  the  peace  and  security  of 
bis  dominions ;  and  to  take ^  pains  for  disslbtninatinghappi^ 
ness,  virtue,  and  knowledge,  among  his  subjects ;  extending 
the  same  beneficence,  with  all  th6  peacefuNarts,  as  far  as 
he  was  able,  to  the  whole  iiuman  race.^'  ThaC  his  firi-* 
saonic  Majesty,  **  impressed  with  such  sentiments  from  tlie 
very  b^inning  of  his  reign,  when  he  found  his  people  en-* 
gaged  in  war,  had  gr^uued  to  his  enemies,   after  otHafniog 
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vifkorics  over  thetn  ia  die  four  quarters  tf  the  world,  th6 
blessings  of  peace,  upon  the  most  equitable  conditions;** 
that,  **  since  that  period,  not  satwfied^ith  promoting  the 
J>rOsperity  ofhis  own  subjeds,  in  every  respe<a,  and  beyond  the 
example  of  all  former  times,  he  had  taken  various  oppor- 
tunities of  fitting  out  ships,  and  sending  in  them  some  of 
the  most  wise  and  learned  of  his  own  people,  for  the  dis- 
covery of  distant  and  unknown  regions;  not  for  the  pur- 
,  pose  of  conquest,  or  of  enlarging  his  dominions,  which 
were  already  suflScicntly. extensive  for  all  his  wishes,  nor 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  wealth,  nor  even  for  favouring 
the  commerce  of  his  subjeds ;  but  for  the  sake  of  chcreasing 
the  knowledge  of  the  habitable  globd,  of  finding  out  the  yariou  s 
produdions  of  the  earth ;  and  for  communicating  the  arts 
and  comforts  of  life  to  those  parts  where  they  had  hitherto 
been  litde  known ;  and  that  he  had  siiice  sent  vessels,  with 
animals  and  vegetables  most  useful  to  man,  to  islands  and 
places  where,  it  appeared,  they  had  been  wandng ;''  that 
**  he  ha4  been  sdll  more  anxious  to  inquire  into  the  arts 
and  manners  of  countries,  where  civilization  had  been  im^ 
proved  by  the  wise  ordinances  and  virtuous  examples  of 
dieir  Sovereigns,  through  a  long  scries  of  ages ;  and  fck 
above  all,  an  ardent  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  those 
celebrated  institutions  of  his  (Chinese)  Majesty's  populous 
and  extensive  empire,  which  had  carried  its  prosperity 
to  such  an  height,  as  to  be  the  admiration  of  all  sur- 
rounding nadons.*'  That  "  his  Britannic  Majesty  being 
then  at  peace  with  all  the  world,  ho  dme  could  be  so  pro- 
pidous  for  extcn^ng  the^bounds  of  fi-iendship  and  benevo- 
lence, and  for  proposing  to  communicate  and  receive  the 
benefits  which  must  result  from  an  unreserved  and  amicable 
intercourse  between  such  great  and  civilized  nations  as 
China  and  Great  Britain*''     The  objed  of  die  mission  was 
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toot>  howerer,  confined  to  commercial  concerns  at  Canton^ 
as  Lord  Macartney  had  authority  to  visit  the  Emperor  of 
Japan,  ibe  King  6f  CocUn  China^  and  any  other  princes 
in  die  Chinese  seas* 

The  ^parations  being  completed,  the  Embassadorli 
'attendants^  being  noarly  aliondred,  inclii£ng  some  musi« 
cians  and  artificers,  embarked  at  Portsmouth  in  Septam* 
her  179a* 
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CHAPTER  HI. 


fAtghGi^  TO   MAD^iaV  !   .. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1792,  the  Lion  ahd  HJti* 
dostan  having  on  board  the  E 1  bassador  and  his  siiite,  ac- 
companied by  the  Jackall  brig,  set  sail  from  Portsmouth. 
The  weather,  which  was  at  first  moderate,  soon  changed, 
and  the  ships  having  lost  the  tender  in  the  night,  were  driven 
for  shelter  into  Torbay,  where  they  Remained  two  day s- 
On  the  1st  of  0£kobcr  they  again  set  sail,  and  on  the  loth 
came  in  sight  of  the  islands  of  Porto  Santo  and  Madeira^ 
and  soon  after  appeared  three  others  called  the  Dcsertas. 
It  is  expedient,  that  thipsL.boynd  for  Madeira  should  steer 
for  Porto  SaniiJ^j^d  the.icc  for  th6  Brazen-heaJ,  which 
is  the  ea8tcmnioii&  point  of  Funchal,  by^oing  between  it 
and  the  Dcsertas.^  The  breadth  of  the  pa«age  is  about  nine 
tniles. 

Madeira  appear^}  at  first  to  be  rocky,  barren,  and  un- 
cultivated; but  on  a  nearer  view,  it  presented  a  pidlure 
beautiful  and  inviting.  Funchal,  the  capital,  stands  in  a 
verdant  Valley,  whose  white  houses  and  churches  arc  agree- 
ably contrasted  with  evergreens  and  iJantations. 

The  climate  is  so  gentle,  that  Spring  and  Summer  scecn 
to  be  the  only  seasons.  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  during 
the  stay  of  the  Embassador,  was  from  69  to  72  deg.  at 
noouy  in  the  shade,  and  seldom  exceeds  74  in  Autucpn,  or 
is  less  than  64  in  January,  when  the  adjacent  hills  arc  co* 
vercd  with  snow. 

It  was  agreeable  to  men,  who  had  just  left  a  country 
where  vegetation  was  lading,* and  nature  was  drooping,  to 
sec  it  here  in  rich  luxuriance,  the  air  vwdiauug  with  in* 
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m3%  lizardfr  covering  the  ground,  and  hardly  a  plant 
"without fruit  or  flower;  the  trcjs  in  full  foliage,  and" the 
lowly  herbs  of  Europe  hett  rising  into  shrul)s.  Every 
thing  appeared  H?ely  and  flourishing,  except  man ;  for  the 
common  part  of  the  inhabitants  seemed  yei7  inactive,  and 
die  European  settlers  exhibited  indolence  and  want  of  spirit. 

The  Porrugueze  inhabitants  ordered  the  utmost  honou^ 
and  attention  to  be  paid  to  bis  Excellency,  who  accet)ted  of 
nit  invitatioDio  partake  of  an  elegant  entenainment,  to  which 
also  were  invited  tiie  Embassador's  suiie  and  theOfficers  of 
the  Lion  and*  Hindostan,  the  merchants  of  the  British  Fac« 
tory,  and  the  prbcipal  inhabitants  of  Madeira.  But 
among  the  whole  company,  which  con&isted  of  about  two 
hundred  persons,  not  a  lady  wn»  seen,  except  the  Gover* 
lior*8  daughter,  about  ten  years  of  age,  who  did  the  honours 
of  the  table,  and  his  wife,  who  presided  at  the  desert. 

in  the  ball  was  a  painting  representing  the  story  of  the 
first  discovery  of  Madeira*  which,  though  doubtful,  is  plea- 
sing. Robert  Machani,  an  Englishman  who  lived  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  HL  fell  in  love  with  a  young  lady  of  noble 
faaaily,  called  Anne  D'Arfet.  Though  a  reciprocal  af- 
fe«9ion  subsisted  between  tliem,  the  family  of  the  maiden 
-was  set  against  the  union,  and  persuaded  her  to  marry  a 
nobleman.  Macbam,  however,  contrived  to  convey  her 
on  board  a  ship  bound  for  France ;  but  a  storm  arising, 
tfaey  were  driven  out  to  sea,  and  at  the  end  of  thirteen 
days  few  an  island,  where  they  cast  anchor,  and  Macham 
and  the  lady,  with  some  attendants,  went  on  shore,  where 
they  built  a  hut  under  the  branches  of  a  large  tree.  In  the 
nigh:  a  second  storm  drove  the  ship  from  \9t  moorings 
to  the  African  coast,  where  she  veas  lost.  The  lady 
soon  after  died  of  grief,  and  Macham  was  so  afFeSed  at 
her  loss,  djat  lie  soon  followed  her.  The  rest  put  to  sea 
in  aa  open  boat,  and  after  beating  about  for  some  time. 
Ignorant  of  what  course  to  pcrsuc,  they  wqrc  taken  up 
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-  by  a.  S|>aniard,  and  on  their  vdatioa'  the  iskad  was  dis4 
covered  and  settled. 

Mr.  William  Johnstone*  hMdy  a  Bridsh  mcidiant  in 
Madeira,  having  made  an  acairate  grometriGat  tnrvey  of 
the  island,  didcoveipd  it  to  be  neariy  ihe  ligare  of  a  paral« 
lelQgram,'thp  mean  length  of  which  from  W.N,  W.  to 
E.SfE.was  about  37  miles,  and  the  mean  breadth  11 
miles,  comprising  an  aiea  of  407  square  miles,  or  260,480 
acres*  It  is  <&rided  into  37  parishes,  andiMMKainsaboot 
8o»ooo  inhabitants.  . 

Many  pans  of  the  inland  being  "hilly,  steep,  and  nigged, 
and  nearly  destitute  of  soil,  appear  to  be  incapable  of  cut-* 
tivation.  A  few  scattered  patches  of  coldvated  gronnd  are» 
indeed,  seen  in  the  narrow  valiies,  in  which  there  are  also 
many  pleasant  villages.  But  notwithstanding  the  general 
indolence  of  the  inhabitants,  one  instance  of  industry  is 
seen  in  the  endeavour  to  improve  <the  soil  by  breaking 
such  scattered  pieces  of  the  rocks  as  contain  vegetable  mat- 
ter into  smaller  parts,  and  the  rills  from  the  heights  flowing 
over  them,  soon  reduce  them  into  a  fenile  mould. 

Still  indolence  is  the  principal  charaderistic  of  die  men, 
who  sit  idle  at  home,  while  their  wives  and  daughters  go 
barefoot  up  the  mountains  to  cut  fuel,  to  sdl  at  Funchal. 
Their  fooil,  wliich  consists  chiefly  of  pumpkin  and  Salt** 
fish,  together  with  the  hardshi[is  diey  endure,  makes  them 
look  old  even  in  the  younger  part  .of  Iife.« 

The  principal  production  of  Madeira  is  the  grape,  which 
is  generally  white ;  but  di^lie  are  some  which  yield  a  red 
,  juice  called  Tinto.  •  There  is  also  a  grape  called  Bastarda, 
which,  thofigh  it  has  a  red  skin,  has  a  white  juice,  and* 
produces  thef^celebrated  Malmsey  wine.  The  usual  quan- 
tity made  of  this  is  abort  500  pipes  a  season,  and  sells  at 
^bout  6ol.  a  ppe.     Of  the  oiher,  -which  is  called  by  way 
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pCimnf^n  dqr  or  hitd  Madoigt,  the  wewtge  cpaaiity  i« 
near  15*000  P9^  at  32L  a  (Mpe.  An  tiAlidan  is  maik 
of  twenty  shiliings  a  pipe  for  every  year  it  has  been  kept. 

The  value  of  exported  «liine  it  much  helow  200,000!. 
part  of  which  aervet  id  porchaie  Britiish  maniifaAure^ 
^ur  and  salt^^ah  from  Anieiica,  aini  com  from  tbt 
Weaiem  Idea. 

A  duty  is  If  id  on  all.  goods  imporCied  into  Ma^ira,  ex^ 
cepC  provisions,  and  upon  all  wines  Isxponed.  B«t  s^ter 
ihedviland  military  expences  ^re  paid,  the  govermneflk 
does  not  ctear  from  all  die  taxes  above  8,oo6I.a  year. 

Great  Britain  gains  more  profit  from  Madeira  than  Por<^ 
tugal,  in  cbnsequence  of  its  trade  thither,  and  tlie  many 
Briciah  merchants  who  are  settled  on  the  island,  who^e  for* 
tones  nkittiately  come  home  with  diem  to  their  native 
country.  These  merchants  dbmmand  the  vineyards,  hf 
fumishing  their  proprietors  with  their  wants,  before  thd 
vintage  comes  on,  and  m  unproduAive  seasons. 

It  is  observable,  however,  that  though  there  are  above 
twenty  merciiqtile  houses  in  Funchai,  there  is  but  little  so* 
cial  intercourse  among  them.  A  society  of  Freemasons^ 
indeed,  subsists  there,  which  nbtlong  since  attra^ed  the  at- 
tention of  die  luijuisition,'  and  a  persecution  might  have 
been  tfaie  coosdquence,  had  not  die  present  Minister  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  at  Lirix>n  warded  off  the  blow  by  a  royal  edi£l:» 
Xhis  limitation  of  the  authority  of  the  Inquisition  has  les« 
sened  the  slavish  attachment  of  the  people ;  and  it  is  said 
that  even  die- woikien  an>  now  less  religious.  Of  this  some 
proof  is  adduced  in  that  none  have  taken  the  veil  here  these 
twenty  yeacs. 

Hospitality  charaderises  the  British  merchants  at  Ma- 
deira, and  dietr  houses,  which  are  spacious,  are  always 
free  for  the  roception  and  refrediment  of  strangers,  on  the 
^nnaUest  lecommendadoo. 
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The  hog  is  the  food  aiost  esteemed';  these  afiSnUds  nm 
v^ikl  in  the  moiifiUuis,  i^ete  they.afethttptjcd'afidcattgbc 
by  dogs.  .    i  ;  ..  .    : 

The  Idand  of  Porto  Santo  abounds  with  partridges, 
which  are  caught .  alive  by  t^e  inhabitanls,  who  place 
ithemselves  round  ^e  $pot  where  .cfae  covies^  spring,  and  by 
chasing  the  birds,  so  alarm  and  fatigue  them  that  they  (ail 
downi  and  are  taken. 

Neidier  noxious  animals  tior  serpen  exist  in  Madeira ; 
nor  are  there  any  hares  or  fences.  AH  sons  of  fish  are  on 
the  coast,  except  oysters  and  herrings.  But  the  poor 
chiefly  eat  salt  cod,  which  is  imported  from  America. 
This  diet  probably  occasions  those  scorbutic  eruptions, 
which*  aie  ^  common  among  them.  Rhei|Biatisms  are 
also  frequent;  and  the  belter  sort  of  people  arc  greatly^ 
subjed  to  paralytic  afie(ftions>  the  tSdOi  probably  of  ih- 
dolence  and  repletion.  The  sm'alUpox  is  said  to  be  most 
fatal  in  summer;  and  superstition  has  prevented  the  use  of 
inoculation. 

Though  streams  of  water  run  through  the  streets  of 
Funchal,  yet  it  is  not  kept  clean,  and  the  roofs  of  the  houses 
have  great  stones  placed  upon  them,  to  prevent  them 
from  being  uncovered  by  the  heavy  gusts  of  wind  which 
come  down  the  mountains.  It  contains  about  15,000  in« 
habitants,  but  its  population  and  improvement  are  encreas- 
ing.  By  the  laws  of  the  country  the  creditor  can  seize  the 
property  of  debtors,  but  he  cannot  imprison  their  persons* 

The  culture  of  the  sugar-cane  is  almost  abandoned.  The 
cane  is  like  a  common  reed,  with  a  jointed  stem,  its  leaves 
springing  from  the  joints,  and  it  grows  to  the  height  of  about 
eight  feet.  The  best  juice  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  stem. 
A  few  trees  of  the  true  cinnamon,  widi  three  ribbed  8cente4 
leaves,  and  a  thin  fragrant  bturk,  are.seen  here. 
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A  t>arty  oCgenilcoi^n*  of  ihe  efl>ba$sy  made  au  ftxcuruoa 
lo  the  eastern  g^n  of  .the  island.  The  road  in  4he  begin- 
niag  wat,stcet>  and  craggy  up  hiU:  it  then  became  a  nar^^ 
rour  parity  fenced  on  the  one  side  by  a  perpendicuiar  rock^ 
and  on  the  other  it  w^  op^n.  to  a  dreadful  precipice. 
Thiapath  is  in  many  pUce^*  XkU  to.  be  passed  except  otj^ 
foot,  or  by  well-trained. mules*  The  party  at  last  arrived 
^  at  a  plain,  oh  which  the^  myrdeand  boxtref  grew  wjldg 
and  the  whortle-beny^ ,  w^uch  is  here  a  shrub  of  considerar: 
ble  heights  At  die  east  end  of  the  islaad  appeared  thci 
crater  of  anextin£l  volcano,  four  hundred  yards  in  diauKi^^ 
4?i>  ;»ttivi:  which  were  scattered  fragments  pf  lava* 
^  Pr.  Giiil^n  observed  that  *^  tliere  ^ad  been  several  craters 
iajhe^jigl?^,  from  which  ^ppdons  ba4^kei)'PlA<^  ^(  v^*" 
riou^  and  distant  ituepf^h^\  This  was  particularly  manifesc 
aear..t;h&3razen-headK  yvbtn  mighf  be  counted  twelve  dif« 
fe^^mjC.eruptipns  of  ^va,^  from  an  acQacent  crater.  These 
were  jhifs  distinguished. from,  each  other;;  the  bottom  was 
bard  and,  solid,  or  compa£l  lava  ;  over  which  lay  a  layer 
of  cellular  lava ;  next  came  the  scoriae,  of  the  Jiature  o£ 
pumice-stone ;  and  lastly  the  vokanic  ashes* 

From  a  .variety  of  appearances  in  and. about  these  craters^ 
particularly  the  existence  of  iron  ore,  in  a  natural  state,  ic 
is  evident  that  the  island  could  not  have  been  formed  by  vol- 
caj^ic  fire,  and  thrown  up  from  th«  bottom  of  die  ocean* 
*rhe  liighest  mountains  have  hardly  any  v.olcai^c  appear- 
ance* Their  tops  arc  frequently  bidden  in  the  clouds,  and 
all  the  rivulets  of  the  island  descend  from  them.  These 
rivuletsi  have  formed  deep  passages  in  their  dqjccnt,  in  which 
are  found  pebbles  of  different  sizes,  and  large  masses  of  si- 
Itfx,  similar  to  what  are  met  with  in  the  torrents  of  the  Alpi. 
The  bay  of  Funchal  appears  to  be  the  segment  of  a  large 
crater>  tlie  outward  part  of  which  has -sunk- into  the  sea,  for 
quantities  both  of  compadt  and  of  cellular  Uva  are  scat- 
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tcred  on  the  beach.  The  points  aho  which  ihake  t^  t>ayj 
are  plainly  the  perpendicular  fragments  of  the  edges  of  A/i 
crater,  which  have  resisted  tlie  sitrge,  dioug^  muoh  Mrora 
by  Its  violenoew** 

From  a  carcfal  consideratioil  of  its  outward  apjpearanc^^ 
and  an  examination  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  it  may  be 
concluded,  thatMadeh'a  is  the  summit  of  a  primary  moun- 
tain, which  has  occasionally  sent  out  volcanic  matter, 
end  that  the  neighbouring  islands  were  once  joined  to  it, 
but  have  been  separated  by  some  strong  convulsioDS  of 
nature. 

Madeira  i^  natiiraHy  defended  by  its  rocky  shores^  on 
which  the  surge  beatfe  constantly  "with  violence.  Art^ 
however,  has  been  called  in  to  its  assistance.  Along  die 
beach  of  Fnnchal  is  a  line  of  works,  consisting  of 'four  forts. 
The  first  is  called  St.  Jago,  on  tht  ea«Mem  extremity  of  die 
beach,  and  is  so  bw  as  to  be  exposed  to  the  fire  of  shipping. 
The  fort  of  St.  Lorenzo,  near  two  hundred  yards  of  the 
western  extremity  of  the  town,  has  three  small  basdouft 
and  a  bafttery.  This  is  the  residence  of  the  governor. 
Peakrcastle  stands  at  the  N.  W.  angle  of  the  town,  on  » 
hill  about  hdlf  a  mile  from  the  shore.  The  fort  stands 
upon  the  Loo  rock,  and  is  t^parently  too  weak  to  resist  a 
cannonade. 

"  The  beach  maybe  maintained  by  musquctry  from  alow 
wall,  which,  however,  is  better  defended  by  the  surge  con- 
standy  beadng  on  it.  A  convenient  landing-place  is  Said 
to  be  about  two  miles  to  die  westward  of  Funchal.  The 
Peak  castle  appears  to  afFord  the  best  defence ;  it  has  twelve 
<5ld  guns,  of  difierent  stees.  In  this  castle  is  a  small 
armoury  of  atbout  one  hundred  and  fifty  stand  of  airms  and 
three  English  brass  field  pieces. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


kilftBASaY  T0  OHlXi« 


*i 


The  ttgttlar  fdroes  on  the  island  are  one  hamlrcd  and 
fifty  artillery,  and  Aie  same  number  of  infantry  ^  widn  2,000 
militia,  who  clothe  thtmsdves;  and  i6»oooiiregula|-  militiay 
who  ane  clothed  at  the  public  expence. 

The  ships  having  h^n  futnish^- with. fresh  provisions, 
water,  and  wood  for  fuel,  and  instru^ons  being  left  for  the 
Jackall  to  proceed  to  PortPraya,  in  the  Island  of  St.  JagO| 
they  sailed  from  FQnchal>  O&ober  18)  ij^* 
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CHAPTER  iV. 

i»ASSAGE    TO    TENEklFFE    ANb    ST.   JAGQ- 

STEERTNG  a  soutJiHy  course,  the  weather .  grcMir 
xvarmcr,  and  the  Winter  seemed  to  recede  from  them.  It 
being  determined  to  touch  at  Santa  Cruz,  in  Tcncriffc,  to 
obtciin  a  supply  of  wine  for  the  Lion,  the  sliips  proceeded 
for  that  island,  which  they  made  on  the  20th  of  OSober, 
and  came  to  apchor  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day. 

The  anchorage  is  very  bad,  and  it  is  recommended  to 
ships  that  call  here  in  the  Winter,  to  stand  off  and  on,  for 
their  own  safety,  and  the  preservation  of  the  cables.  And 
even  in  the  Slimmer  it  is  netessary  to  bdoy  the  cables^  and 
to  veer  out  as  little  as  possible.  The  plase  Is  defended  by 
batteries  and  a  line  of  musquetry  to  the  sea,  and  the  shore 
Is  so  rocky,  on  which  the  surge  is  constantly  beating,  as  to 
render  it  nearly  inaccessible.  A  mole  runs  into  the  sea, 
wliere  boats  may  land  at  all  tinnes :  and  at  the  end  of  it  is  a 
battery  of  four  guns.  There  afe  also  forts  to  the  north 
and  south  of  the  mole^  all  close  to  the  sea  shore,  the  force  of 
each  being  from  two  to  four  guns.  All  the  people  capable 
of  bearing  arras  are  mustered  on  occasion,  but  the  regular 
troops  do  not  exceed  three  hundred  men. 

It  is  moreover  dangerous  to  attempt  tlie  taking  this  place, 
as  the  wind  is  hardly  ever  favourable  for  ships  to  get  off 
from  the  land  In  case  of  the  failure  of  success.  Great 
danger  threatened  Admiral  Blake  in  1657,  when  he  attacked 
the  Spanish  galleons  in  this  road»  Though  he  succeeded  in 
destroy  in2  the  ships,  ^et  had  aot  die  wind  suddenly  changed. 
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by.  which  means  he  was  able  to  bring  his  fleet  off  ^afe,  the 
advantages  might  have  been  dearly  purchased. 

The  road  of  Santa  Cruz  lies  in  a8  deg.  2S  min.  north 
latitude,  and  in  16  deg.  26  min.  west  longitude,  the  varia- 
tion of  the  compass  being  17  deg,  35  min.  west.  The  tide 
rises  perpendicular. six  feet. 

For  procuring  refreshment,  this  place  is  preferable  to 
Madeira,  as  provisions  are  both  reasonable  and .  good,  and 
the  wine  is  of  a  stronger  quality  and  at  a  cheaper  rate^ 
being  not  above  ten  pounds  a  pipe.  ' 

Several  of  the  passengers  and  officers  took  advantage  of 
the  delay,  which  the  shipping  the  necessary  supplies  would 
occasion,  to  explore  the  island.  The  town  of  Santa  Cruz 
is  open,  clean,,  and  well  laid  out.  The  pier  is  well  built, 
with  conveniencies  for  landing.  On  the  quay  is  a  mall^ 
shaded  with  rows  of  trees,  and  in  the  square  is  a  foun^ 
tain,  ornamented  with  marble  statues.  The  walks  and 
rides  in  tlie  vicinity  were  agreeable,  and  the  ^ir  so  pure 
that  they  felt  they  were  in  3l  fortunate  island,  by  wliich  ap- 
pellation this  and  the  neighbouring  isles'  were  formerly 
known. 

Mr.Hickey  **  ascended  the  mountains  on  the  north  sidq 
of  the  town,  to  get  a  good  view  of  the  Peak,  but  wis  dis-» 
appointed  by  the  clouds  with  which  it  was  enveloped. 

These  mountains  (the  rocks  of  which  appeared  to  be  voU 
canic)  are  cultivated  to  the  very  top,  the  soil,  in  regular 
stages,  being  supported  by  heaps  of  stone.  The  produce 
IS  corn,  beans,  and  grass  for  fodder.  Various  wild  odori- 
ferous herbs  were  scattered  around,  isome  of  a  strong,  disa- 
greeable smell.  The  prickly  pear  tree  grows  here.  The 
fruit  is  not  easily  plucked  or  eaten;  but  an  obliging  peasant 
removed  the  difficulty,  by  covering  the  fruit  widi  grass,  and 
thei)  cutting  the  rind  away  with  caution,  he  laid  open  the 
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|nilp,  which  was  grateful  toihe  palate,  combinxiig  die  favour 
of  the  fig,  Hit  winter  hucgunity  pear,  aikl  ttie  water  mekm. 
Tii^:$ain^  peaaant  iaformed  him  that  the  island  CQ^tained 
gold  mines,  hni  that  the  ki&g  of  Spain  h;rd  forbade  th^tn  to 
^  soia^t  fOTf  test  they  should  t^cnpt  the  £ngUsh  to  render 
themselves  masters  of  the  island/* 

The  chief  party  from  the  ships  went  another  way  inland^ 
tad  soon  arrived  at 'the  capital  of  the  island,  called  St  Chris- 
tophe  de  Laguns^,  though  no  lake  is  there  to  he  seen.  Here 
the  courts  of  justice  arc  held.  The  greatest  part  of  th^ 
penoDS  ip  confinement  were  young  girls,  accused  of  incoq- 
tinence,  a  crime  they  are  naturally  tempted  to  from  thesoft-r 
li^ss  of  the  climate. 

This  city  stands  on  an  eminence,  in  a  I^rge  and  fertile 
plain,  whijph  hears  vines,  wheat,  Indian  com,  potatoes,  ,an4 
|i  small  heap  like  a  lupin.  From  th^  high  grounds  waier 
is  copveyed  to  fountains  in  the  city  by  an  aqi^ufl,  coQ« 
sisting  of  wooden  troughs,  supported  by  pol^. 

This  plain  terminated  in  a  rid^e  of  hills,  from  the  top  of 
which  appeared  a  winding  valley,  stretching  to  the  west- 
ward* at  the  fept  of  a  chain  of  hills  that  bound  it  from  die 
sea.  The  scene  was  rendered  highly  gi<^ur^que  by  nomr.-  ^ 
rous  villages  scattered  along  the  valleyr  The  bosoms  of 
die  mountains  were  well  cultivated;  and  even  theni|^ 
parts  exhibited  various  plapts  of  the  warm  climates. 

A  heavy  shower  fell  just  before  noon,  and  a  villager  in? 
form^  them  that  this  is  the  case  at  the  same  hour  almost 
every  day  in  the  ^ear.  The  party  descended  towsjirds  « 
|ich  and  extensive  valley,  in  ^^ch  is  the  city  of  Orotavsy 
find  about  three  rniles  farther  oq  the  sea  coast,  is  the  sea-post 
pf  the  same  name.  The  inhabitants  of  the  first  consist  cbiefif 
of  persons  of  landed  property ;  and  those  of  the  second  aie 
^^jS^  sp¥y  in  cpmrnerce,  principally  the  exppittitiQn  of 
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vM.  Here,  also,  the  trade  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  Bt  itish 
merchants.  The  ascenc  of  the  Peak  is  usually  attempted 
at  this  place.  Though  the  setem  was  against  such  aa 
emerpri^)  yet  it  was  resolved  upon  to  venture  the  triaL 
Accordingly*  on  the  moming  of  the  23d  of  OSbober^  the 
weather  being  ferene,  the  f»aity  set  out  about  noon,  and 
travelled  for  some  eiine  tlirough  a  pleasant  vale,'  chiefij 
covered  with  vineyards.  They  dien  began  to  ascend  s 
mountain,  by  the  ^ide  of  a  Valley,  aeariy  covered  with  che8« 
nut  trees;  aAcr  passing'this  vaBey  they  arrived  at  the  top 
of  the  <neen  Afooqtain,  00  which  was  a  large  level  plai% 
coveitd  wiih  heath,  mixed  with  myrtle,  laurel^  ,and  the 
whortk-berry ;  but  there  was  here  no  human'^ultivatioQi 
nor  any  abode  of  man. 

At  the  tsni,  of  this  ^am  a  sedood  mountain  arose^  very 
4Ukrtni  Aorii  the  firstt  The  road  vras  dangerous  and  on 
tfie  brink  of  precipices.  The  surface  was  covered  with 
lava,  in  which  the  only  vegetation  diat  appeared  were 
the  Spani^  brooiQ  and  cytistus ;  a  few  pine  trees  grew  on 
the  sides  ;    and  the  only  animal  seen  was  the  wild  goat. 

Ascending  foy  rugged  and  narrow  paths,  the  party  at 
last  came  to  a  vratering  place  in  the  hollow  of  a  rock, 
ehaded  by  a  solitary  pine.  Here  should  be  recorded  &^ 
inflexible  constancy  of  an  artificer  bek>nging  to  the  em- 
bassy. This  man,  who  was  called  Thihaut,  a  native  of 
Turin,  as  a  mafSiematical  instrument  maker,  had  the  charge 
of  a  barometer  which  was  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the 
Jieight  of  the  mountain.  To  ^^reserve  this  instrument,  it  was 
necessary  to  hold  it  in  a  steady*uniferm  posi  ion.  Thibau^ 
liolding  the  barometer  with  one  hand  against  In  breast^ 
and  the  bridle  in  the  .other,  never  varied  his  position  in  all 
the  dangers  of  the  road,  or  on  any  alarm  that  occurred. 
By  diis  steading  ^  party  were  enflUel|4n4lbe  aAcmoos^ 
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eo  ascertain  that  they  had  ascended  near  6,000  feet  above  the 
town  of  Orotava*     Hence«  chough  the  weather  was  hazy» 
diey  had  an  enlarged  prosped;^  of  land  and  sea.     When 
the  sun  was  descending  behind  the  Peak,  the  shadpw  of  the 
^  mountain  formed  on  the  ocean,  and  lengthening  gradually 
to  the  horizon,  formed ;an  nncommon  and  striking  pi&uie. 
Now  the  clouds  began  to  gather  on  the  mountain,-  and 
impetuous  gusts  of  wind  ascended  from  the  hoHows  be- 
tween the  Saseof  the  great  cone.and  the  mountain  on  which 
they  stood.     Here  the  ascent  wa3  not  steep,  but  the  surface 
was  covered  with  volcanic  matter,  dissimilar  to  what  is 
found  on  the  sides  of  Vesuvius,     Excavations  abounded 
here,  which  seemed  to  be  craters  of  extindl  vdcanoes. 
The  path  was  difficult  to  trace,  the  evening  was  setting  in, 
and  the  cold  was  unpleasant,  the  thermometer  having  fallen 
-26  degrees.     The  travellers  were,  hovvever,  anxions  to 
te^ch  a  spot  called  the  resting  place  of  the  English,  but  (he 
guides  and  muleteers  were  very  unwilling  to  proceed ;  at 
length,  an  approaching  tempest  compelled  them  to  take 
shelter  under  a  projeAing  rock.    One  of  the  party  ventured 
to  proceed  on  his  mule  up  the  liill,  but  was  soon  obliged  to 
return  to  his  companions.     Here  they  rested  for  the  night, 
«  preading  under  them  the  branches  of  the  Spanish  broom, 
having  but  slight  shelter  from  the  wind,  and  none  from  the 
rain,  which  was  frequent.     The  cold  was  sharp,  the  ther- 
mometer being  at  45  degrees^  but  they  contrived  to  kindle 
a  fire  with  the  branches  of  the  cytistus  i  the  wind,  however, 
sometimes  drove  the  flame  in.t^eir  faces  and  sometimes  at 
a  distance.     But,  notwithstanding  the  disagreeableness  of 
their  situation,  they  contemplated  with  pleasure  the  awful 
scene  that  presented  itself;  th^  moon  slione,  at  times,  very 
bright ;  tlie  Peak  reared  its  lofty  and  tapering  point  to  thp 
;Benidi,  which  happened  to  be  clear  s  and  a«  the  eye  d^^ 
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sc^hJed  down  the  ^'des  of  die  mountain,  it  perceived  black 
reeling  clouds  encircling  the  base;  which  rushing  furiousljr 
into  the  valUes  far  beneath,  reached  the  ocean,  on  which 
some  hung  suspended,  while  the  others  appeared  blende^ 
with  the  waters. 

Ac  dawn  the  party  rose,  not  refreshed  by  sleep,  and  their 
clothes  wet  with  the  rain.  The  weather  was  yery  stormy, 
and  (he  rain  fell  heavily;  the  sumtnit  of  the  upper  cone 
was  visible,  bgt,  the  fruHrum  wliich  supported  it  was  lost 
lit  thiclc  clouds,  rolling  in  rapid  succession,  and  precipitatr 
ing  themselves  into  the  vallies,  Where  they  fieU  in  raki.      ' 

Here  tlie  company  diyided.  Dr.  GjUan,  Dr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Barrow>  and  Mr.Hamikonof  the  Hiodostan, determined  to 
proceed,  while  the  rest  curiK:d  their  eyes  back  to  Orotava, 
accompanied  by  one  of  tfae  guides*  In  their  descent  they 
experienced  such  a  rapid  change'  of  climate,  as  if  in  that 
space  of  time  they  haid  hoen  suddenly  conveyed  from  the 
frozen  shore  of  Greenland  to  the  warm  latitudes  of  •the 
South  Sea*  Near  die  city  of  Orotava,  which  is  neatly 
bnilt  of  stone,  they  measured  a  remarkable  dragon's  blood 
tree,  and  found  its  trunk  to  be  thirty-six  feet  in  girth  at  thtt 
height  of  ten  feet,  and  at  the  height  of  fifteen  feet  it  divided 
into  about  twelve  branches,  which-  sprout  regularly,  as  it 
from  a  centre,  in  an  oblique  direftion  upwards,  all  of  equal 
fUmensions,  producing  ai:  their  extremities  thjck  leaves  of 
ti  spongy  nature,  in  shape  like  the  common  aloe,  but  much 
smaller.  It  is  said  that  this  tree  existed,  of  a  large  size,  at 
die  first  conquest  of  the  island,  about  three  centuries  ago ; 
^K^hen  it  was,  as  it  b  now,  a  lapd-mark  to  distinguish  the 
boundaries  of  property  near  it.  The  party  who  pers&vefed 
in  asctndiag  the  mountain  were  escorted  by  a  guide,  who 
v^as  one- of  the  few  remaining  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants, 
or  the  Guanches.    He  bore  sofne  marks  of  that  people^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


j2  EMBASSY  TO  CBllfA; 

being  (al!  and  strong-boned,  aear  six  feet  high>  and  waikej 
u|fo-iglu  and  firm,  though  abote  sixty  years  of  age;  the 
lines  of  his  countenance  were  strong,  with  hi^  archeJ 
«ye*brow8,  prominenc  cheek-bones,  a  flat  nose,  ^nd  thick 
lips  like  the  negroes. 

This  party  soon  arrived  at  die  base  of  the  great  con^ 
which,being  often  covered  with  snow,  occaisionfed  the  ancients 
to  give  the  name  of  Nivaria  to  the  whole  island.     Here 
was  another  large  plain  covered  with  Mack  lava,  exhibiting 
no  other  mark  of  vegetation,  except  hens  and  there  a  soKtary 
cyristus.    The  wind  continued  violent,  the  rain  encreased, 
the  point  of  the  Peak  was  obseurei)  with  clouds,  and  it  was 
difficttit  for  the  riders  to  keep  their  seats.    They  had  no^ 
ascended  near  two  thousand  feet  above  the  spot  where  tbef 
"passed  the  night;  but  here  it  seemed  impossible  to  proceed, 
from  the  intensenesR  of  the  cold  (the  thermomeier  being  at 
^i  degrees,)  and  the  violence  of  die  tempest.     Mr.  Hamil- 
ton was  Uown  off  his  horse.  Dr.  Scott  pushed  forward  to 
the  base  of  the  tone,  and  Dr*  GiUan,  in  endeavouring  to 
follow,  was  forced,  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  to  the  brink 
•f  a  precipice,  down  which,  if  his  mule  had  not  fallen 
among  some  vakonic  ashes,  both  must  inevitably  have 
gone  and  perished.    Nothing  couM  afterwards  get  the 
mule  to  move  forwards,  and  another  having  run  under  a 
heap  of  lava,  remained  also  immoveable.    The  attendants 
having  all  disappeared,  our  travdlere  tied  their  beasts  to  the 
rocks,  and  began  dieir  journey  on  foot,  through  a  valley, 
to  the  bottom  of  the  great  cone  from  whence  the  Peak 
arose;  their  design^  however,  was  soon  frustrated,  from  thi 
nature  of  the  sii^ce,  which,  being  composed  of  aihea  and 
ponice-stones,  gave  way  at  every  step,  and  a  sulphtil^eous 
oflenstve  dust  arose  which  obstruded  their  breathing.    The 
tempest  still  continued^  the  tbeunometer  was  at  the  fre»« 
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ing  [Somt ;  to  proceed  appeared  iorpossible,  they,  therefore, 
Returned  to  their  beasts,  whose  faces  were  no  sooner  turned 
the  other  way  than  they  fan  down  the  hill  with  prodigious 
siviftness. 

The  ^arty  soon  got  amidst  d^nse  clolids,  which  poured 
upon  them  in  torrents  of  rain  for  near  three  hours;  when 
the  weather  cleared  up  the  Peak  ^as  seen  covered  with 
snow. 

But  though  an  excursioti  to  the  Peak  is  so  impradicable 
at  this  season^  it  is  not  difficult  at  another.  Mr.  Johnstone 
of  Madeira,  whose  name  has  already  occurred,  visited  it 
with  some  other  gentlemen  in  the  summer  time,  and  hav- 
ing provided  tents  and  otlier  necessaries,  suffered  little  in 
the  accomplishments 

They  slept  the  night  before  they  reached  the  top  of  the  Peak 
nearly  about  the  place  where  the  last  mentioned  travellers 
finished  their  journey.  There  they  encamped  on  a  plain  of 
pumice-stone,  with  a  stream  of  lava  on  each  side,  the  Isle  of 
Grand  Canary  bearing  S.  £•  About  four  in  the  morning, 
August  first,  the  moon  shining  bright,  they  began  to 
ascend  a  path  along  the  fir^t  great  fhistrum  leading,  to  the 
wpper  Sugar  Loaf.  This  passage  was  steep,  andcovered  with 
pumice-stone,  which  gave  way  at  every  step.  After  tra- 
vdliDg  an  hour  they  reached  the  Alta  Vista,  where  they 
were  obliged  to  climb  over  the  lava,  by  leaping  from  one 
stofie  to  another,  till  they  came  to  the  foot  of  the  ^  Sugar 
Loaf,  when  it  was  about  half  past  five  o'clock.  To  the  S.  K, 
the  horizon  was  very  clear,  and  the  rising  sun  beautifu}. 
Here  they  rested  for  a  short  time,  but  the  air  was  pene« 
trating.  Ascending  the  Sugar  Loaf  was  th^most  fatiguing 
party  from  its  steepness,  and  from  its  being  covered  with. 
small  pumice-stones.  A  little  after  six  they  reached  the 
suminit;^    The  clouds  below  appeared  like  an  immense 
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exi^t  of  frozen  sea,  covered  with  hillocks  of  flnoj«r,  a^orr 
whivh  af)p<'ared  the  Grand  Canary  and  neighbouring 
islands.  M  thesun  ascended,  the  cioudt  dispersed,  and 
opened  to  the ,  view  the  syrrounding  coast.  The  colours 
itvhich  they 'hoisted  on  their  arrivul  i^r'ere  seen  at  Orotava 
Enough  telescopes. 

'^he  prospe6J:  froni  hence  b  wiie  and  romantic,  the 
coast  beiniT  clearly  seen  all  round,  and  a  distinft  idea  of  the 
island  formed.  The  coast  to*  the  N^  W;  appeared  well 
cultivated ,.  but  to  the  S.  E.  k  is  dreary  and* barren.  Ob  the 
Peak  is  a  pit  at  least  eighty  feet  deep,  into  which  they  de- 
scended, and  gathered  sulphur;  but  in- some  parts  the  heat 
is  so  great  tliat  the  foot  cannot  rest  above  a  minute  on  the 
same  spot.  Smoke  rises  frequently  from  the  earth;  and 
just  beneath  the  surface  ?s  a  soft  clay,  of  a  reddish  colour^ 
*o  hot  that  the  hand  put  into  it  must  be  withdrawn  on  the 
fnstaiitr  The  sulphureous  smell  is  very  offensi\'e  hy  the 
pit,  bnt  <fn  (he  ridge  it  is  easily  endured.  Here  they  could 
plainly  see  Santa  Cruz  and  the  ships  in  the  road,  though 
distant  about  twenty-  five  miles.  Unforttinately  their  ba- 
rometers were  so  injured  that  they  could  make  no  ob- 
servations with  them.  They  remained  oil  the  top  of  the 
Peak  two  hours  and  a  half  without  any  inconvenience  from 
the  weather ;  tlie  thermometer  about  siHi-rise  being  at  51 
degrees.  They  ran  down  the  Sugar  Loaf  m  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  at  the  foot  discovered  sevei;ai  caverns,  some  filled 
with  fine  ytratcr,  but  very  cold,  and  others  filled  with  snow, 
which  continues  all  die  year  round. 

As  Captain  Cook  had  asserted  the  latitude  to  be  different 

irom  what  it  is  said  to  be  in  the  Requisite  Tables  for  tlie 

\  Nautical  Ephenieris  by  six  miler,  Mr.  Johnstone  made  an 

observation  to  ascertain  the  fad,  and  found  it  to  be  within 

'9.  mife  of  what  that  navigator  liad  stated^    He  had  some 
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time  before,  bv  a  survey  made  in  the  of&ng  of  Orotava, 
^termined  the  perpendicular  height  of  the  mountain  tp  be 
.2t023  English  fathoms,  ^od  he  also  computed  the  distance 
of  the  Peak  from  thfi  port  of  Orotava  to  be  about  elevea 
miles  and  a  hal£  bearing  S.  48  degrees,  W.  The  varia- 
tion of  the  compass  was  16  degrees,  W, 

The  storm  which  had  impeded  the  progress  of  the  party 
belonging  to  ttie  embassy  was  sev.erely  felt  at  Santa  Cru7. : 
several  dtips  were  driven  from  their  moorings,  and  ^he  ' 
Hindostan  lost  two  anchors,  but  the^Lion  sustained  no 
^mage. 

At  Orotava  the  storm  was  also  violent.  The  road  there 
being  quite  open,'  the  surge  beats  with  great  force  against 
the  shore,  and  sometimes  the  waves  have  broke  over  i*ic 
houses  at  some  distance  from  the  beaeb.-  The  pipes  of 
wine  here  are  usually  floated  ofFto  the  diip& 

There  Vras  formeily  a  good  port  on  the  north- west  side 
4>f  the  island,  called  Garrachica ;  but  the  last  eruption  of  the 
Peak,  in  1704,  totally  filled  it  up,  sodtat  houses  now  stand 
where  ships*  once  rode  at  anchor. 

The  inhabitants  of  Tenet  iffe  cool  dieir  wines  with  ice 
coUe^ed  by  the  peasants  near  the  summit  of  the  Peak. 

Near  the  fort  of  Orotava  is  a^ollediion  of  plants  brought 
from  the  Spanish  territories  in  America.  These  are  in- 
tended to  be  transplattted  from  hence,  to  Spain; 

The  inhabitants  of  Teneriffe  have  much  of  that /exterior 
reKgion  which  is  common  in  countries  under  the  control 
of  the  Inquisition.  The  ladies-  are  seldom  seen  but  at 
t^urph,  and  the  uAfnanied  being  brought  up  in  convents,  ^ 
are  often  persuaded  to  take  the  veil,  ihough  they  severely^ 
repent  it- after  wards.  .    " 

The  following  circumstance  made,  at  this  lime,  much 
Kat  Teoeriife.^   A  young  lady,  ^Hiring  ber  noviciate. 
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had  seen  a  youth  who  had  inspired  her  wuh  a  passion  di& 
fercnt  from  tJjat  of  religion.  She,  however,  contrived  to 
conceal  this  alienation  of  her  heart  till  the  solemn  day,  when 
she  was  destined  to  renounce  the  world. 

On  these  occasions  it  is  usual  to  open  the  convent  gates 
t6  gratify  the  public  curiosity.  A  great  crowd  was  assem- 
bled to  see  the  ceremony,  among  whom  was  the  rival  of 
Heaven,  No  sooner  was  the  solemn  cxhorfation  ended,  in 
which  she  was  bid  to  abandon  all  worldly  consideratiooa, 
.  and  all  tics  of  affedlion,  or  for  ever  to  quit  the  holy  place, 
than  she  stretched  out  her  hand  to  her  lover,  who  hurried 
her  instantly  to  a  place  wliere  they  were  married,  leaving 
the  congregation  in  the  utmost  surprise.' 

The  bishop  of  these  islands  resides  diiefly  at  Palmas,  in 
the  Grand  Canary,  and  though  he  is  a  rigid  disciplinarian, 
he  distributes  almost  his  whole  incon^e,  at^iouoting  nearly  to 
icoool.  a  year,  in  a6is  of  charity. 

The  annual  produce  of  wine  in  T^neriffb  is  about  25,000 
pipes,  of  which  part  goes  to  New  Spain ;  a  great  quantity 
is  taken  by  the  English  in  exchange  for  manufaflures,  and 
part  is  received  by  the  North  Americans  for  corq,  staves, 
horses,  and  tobacco.  The  last  article  is  smuggled  into  the 
island,  as  the  Government  ingrosses  the  importation  of  to- 
bacco to  itself.  It  extends  its  monopoly  also  to  orchilla,  a 
small  plant  u^ed  in  dyipgy  and  which  produces  a  rich  violet 
Uue  colour. 

The  clear  revenue  of  the  crown  arising  from  tliese  islands 
IS  about  6p,oool.  a  year ;  but  the  people  do  not  complain  of 
taxes,  though  they  consider  the  monopolies  as  greatly  op* 
pressive. 

The  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane  is  much  reduced  fron^ 
-   Vrhat  it  was  formerly. 

Pf.  GiU^n  observed  of  the  island  that,  "  ther^  ftre  abWt 
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dantly  more  api^arances  of  a  volcanic  formation-  than  in 
Madeira.  The  stones  used  in  building,  as  well  as  thc^  in 
the  bed  of  the  torrent,  between  Santa  Cruz  and  Laguna, 
and  what 'constitute  the  pavement  in  the  road  up  the  hiil^ 
were  ail  of  compa£l  lava.  The  lime  used  for  building  was 
brought  from  die  other  islands,  there  being  no  lime-^oneia 
Teneriffe. 

The  form  of  the  mountains,  howevert  carried  no  sign 
of  volcanic  origin,  and  the  soil,  in  someextensive  parts,  was 
not  in  the  least  volcanic.  There  were  deep  hollows  in  the 
beds  of  some  of  the  rivulets,  which  were  also  destitute  of 
such  appearance.  A  ridge  of  hiJIs,  consisting  of  strata  of 
indurated  clay,  with  clay  and  iron  ore,  bore  no  marks  of 
the  adion  of  fire. 

The  volcanic  appearances  are  mosdy  confined  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Peak,  every  rock  and  stone  about  which,  as 
well  as  the  very  surface  itself,  being  the  produce  of  volca- 
noes. Inhere  is  no  pure  flint  or  sand-stone  in  the  islaixl. 
The  mountains  are  of  two  kinds,  one  volcanic  and  the 
other  primary,  formed  of  clay  and  calx  of  iron. 

TenerifFe  is  about  70  miles  long,  and  its  mean  breadth 
nbout  22  miles.  The  number  of  inhabitants  is  estimated 
at  near  10O1OOO,  many  of  whom,  however,  emigrate  an- 
nually to  die  Spanish  settlements  in  America,  being  in- 
duced thereto  from  the  want  of  employment  in  Tenerife, 
the  low  price  of  labour,  and  the  wretchedness  of  pro* 
visions. 

Yet  the  island  is  healthy,  and  instances  of  longevity  zrt 
not  rare.  The  thermometer  in  thq  inhabited  parts  is  ge- 
nerally from  68  to  8a  degrees.  While  the  ships  lay  at 
Santa  Cruz  it  continued  at  72. 

The  Guanches,  or  aboriginal  inhabitants,  are  nearly 
rxtin£t.    Those  who  remain  are  allowed  a  ona|L  stipend 
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Sfom  the  Spuiib  Crown,  as  a  price  of  4he  tutinission  of 
$k&K  ancestjwa,  and-  this  they  regularly  demand  wWi  some 
degree  of  vanity*  the  icmaio*  of  aaindcpcudentspirk.  Some 
/rf  the  dead  bodies  of  thoie  people,  wraflped  in  goats  skiQS» 
have  been  found  in  caves,  without  any  signs  of  pncre- 
fadion. 

The  native  Canary  bird  is  of  a  grey  colour,  widi  a  yel- 
low bfcast.  Those  sold  in  England  are  mostly  brought 
from  Germany,  and  are  not  so  pleasing  as  those  of  the 
Canaries* 

The  weatemmoft  o£  the  Caaajry  Wands  is  Hierro,  or 
Ferro,  and  it  waa  onco  of  great  inoportaaoe  among  geo- 
gr^cra  and  navigators*  bciag  cqasidercd  as  the  first  mcri* 
dian  from  whence  the  degrees  of  longitude  were  reckoned. 
B^t  abce  r^.yal  obaervatories  wcarc  erected  in  Elpgland  and 
France,  it  has  be«ai  usual  to  calculate  the  longitude  from 
Greenwich  or  Paris, 

On  the  17th  of  Odobcr  the  Alps  puisucd  their  route 
ffom  Santa  Crui,  for  Port  Praya,  in  the  Waid  of  St.  Jago. 
They  were  soon  in  the  trade  wiiids,  which  btow  coastaot-* 
ly  from  iho  eastwards  Currents  were  observed  i«this  pas- 
8age»  but  their  diredkion  was.  various.  The  wind  being 
st^y,  the  siiips  moved  ait  the  rate  of  fifty  leagues  a  day. 
On  the  first  of  November,  they  saw  the  Isle  of  Bonavista, 
one  of  the  Cape  de  Veides,  and  at  the  same  tkne  the  wea-* 
tber  became  so  very  hot,  with  sych  a  moisture  in  thr  air^ 
that  the  body  was  thrownby  it  into  a  state  of  languor.  The 
ihern^ometer  rematkied  between  8ft  9ad  84  dc^jites. 
.  On  the  nortli^east  end  of  Booavistai  appeai&i  &  conical 
hill^  which  aeemed  to  have  beea  a  vokaoo.  There  wae 
one  still  higher  on  the  south«west  end  On  the  sov^-easi 
tide  the  shore  was  roclcy^  but  at  (he  end  it  was  covered  wiih^ 
^hite  sand.    The.  latitude  oi  this^  island  was  16.  deg.  4  aua# 
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>iorth,  and  ioAgitude  22  deg.  47  imitw  west.    Varlaj^c^  l^ 
dcg.  36  min.  west. 

The  next  day  the  Isle  of  May  wa«  seen.  The  norths 
east  end  of  it  was  Tery  low,  ciovered  wnh  wkiie  «and ;  ^e 
land'rises  gradually  to  a  volcanic  mocmcain,  and  to  the 
soDth-west  apipeansd  a  lefty  peak,  highor  than  the  rokano* 
The  latitude  15  deg.  10  min.  nofth,  loiiginitle  23  dcg.  5 
min.  west.     Variation  11  deg.  west' 

Tiic  ensiting  mornii>g  St.  Jago  came  in  view ;  and  af 
noon  the  Lion  anchored  in-  -Rrayaday.  The  lat.  here  is  14 
deg«  56  tnin.  nenh,  and  longitude  23  deg.  ^9  min.  west* 
Variation  12  deg.  48  min.  west; 

This  place  wais  long  fnc«[iiefited  by  ships  bound  to  the 
Southi  to  obtain  a  supply  ot  provisions,  which  were  abun- 
dant and  reasonable. 

The  island  wore  flow  k  brown  appearance,  but  the 
waving  trees  behind  the^beach  gave  some  life  to  the  scene. 
No  sooner,  however,  were  some"  of  rticcrew  landed,  than 
a  dismal  objed  annouBoed  the  dreary  situation  of  the 
place. 

This  was  an  English  sailor  who  had  been  left  here  by  a 
Dutch  East  Indianuin.  He  said  that  the  island  v<ras  in  3 
Mate  of  famine.  Havdiy  any  rain  ^ad  fallen  for  neat  threci 
years.  The  rivers  were  almost  wholly  dry*  The  earth  ^ 
Was  destitute  of  grass.  '  Most  of  •che  cattle  had  perished. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled,  and  others  vvere  Jiiarvcdto 
death.  The  poor  man  was  himself  a  striking  proof  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  had  related. 

At  the  end  of  the  sandy  beach,  and  close  to  the  rock^ 
^ood  the  ruiilfc  of  a  onte  elegant  chapel,  in  all  probability 
cre£ted  by  some  person  who  had  escaped  shipwreck.  I'he 
ncgleftof  such  an  edifice  in  a  Portiigucze  settlement  wag, 
of  itsclfi  a  strong  symptom  of  die  general  desolation; 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^  £MBASSV  TO  CklKA. 

On  an  elevated  plain  was  the  town  of  Praya,  the'  fesl' 
dence  of  the  Governor-general  of  all  the  Portuguese  colo- 
nies on  this  pan  of  the  African  coast. 

It  contained  about  one  hundred  houses,  scattered  irre-* 
{ukrly  about  the  fJain.  The  fort  was  nearly  in  ruins^ 
and  the  guns,  which  were  eat  oiit  with  rust,  stood  on  car- 
riages, that  could  harldly  hok)  together.  The  military  force 
consisted  of  three  regiments  of  about  sevjen  hundred  men,  in 
each  of  which  there  were  nof  more  than  ten  white  officers, 
one  of  whom  was  the  inn-keeper.  The  jail  was  the  best 
building  in  the  place,  and  the  next  to  it  was  the  church,  the 
priest  of  which  was  a  mulatto.  ' 

The  Governor's  residence  was  a  wooden  barrack,  plea- 
santly situated.  He  received  the  Embassador  with  great 
.civility ;  but  having  no  refreshments,  none  could  be  offered. 

The  island  looked  like  a  barren  rock,  though  it  had  a 
vegetable  soil  to  receive  any  moisture  that  alight  fall,  and 
mountains  that  might  stop  and  condense  the  passing  clouds 
into  rain.  What  is  remarkable  is,  that  the  andent  navi- 
gators called  this  island  P/m/zW/j,  from  the  frequent  showers 
that  fell  here.  ' 

fiut  notwidlstanding  the  sources  of  fruitftilnes^' were 
dried  up,  some  trees  and  plants  were  seen  flouri^ing  in 
luxuriance.  Among  these  were  the  asclepias  gigantea,  rich 
in  flower,  and  abounding  in  a  niilky  corrosive  juice;  tlie  ja- 
ttopha  (Aircas,  or  physic  nut  tree;  the  indigo  plant;  the- 
cotton  shrub;  the  mimosa,  or  sensitive  plant  of  the  tallest 
Icind;,  the  annona,  or  sugar  apple  tree;  and  the  borassus,  or 
great  &n  tree :  and  there  were  some  plants,  which,  from 
the  specimens  sent  to  Europe,  appeared  to  have  been  hi- 
th(^o  unknown. 

Near  the  town  of  Praya  was  growing,  in  a  healthy  state, 
a  vegetable  pha&nomenon,  called  by  botanists  adansonia. 
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attd  by  the  English  the  monkey  bread  tree.     The  natlvci 
call  it  kahisera^  atid  others  baobab. 

At  thb  base  of  the  trunk  it  measured  fifty-six  feet  in 
girth;  but  it  soon  separated  inio  two  great  branches^  one 
rising  per^ndtrtilarly,  and  measuring  forty-two  feet  round. 
The  other  was  about  twenty-six.  Another  of  the  same 
species  grew  close  to  ic,  whose  trunk  measured  thirty-six 
feer4n  girth. 

But  the  appeafances  of  agricultural  produ^ion  .were 
neatly  loM.  Where  corn)  sugaNcanes,  and  plantains  once 
grew  in  abundance^  scarcely  a  semblance  of  vegetation  was 
CO  be  seen*  . 

•  The  garden  belonging  to  the  Governor's  secretary  was 
exempted  from  xhe  general  misery.  A  small  clear  rivulet 
ran  ihrrwgh  it,  by  the'side  of  which  grew  a  fine  fig-tree, 
with  long  leaves,  didering  from  that  of  Europe,  and  the 
fruit  pttMdy  ddfcions.  Where  the  rivulec  ran  vegetation 
flourished.  Here  grew  the  maniola,  or  cassada  tree,- of 
wl^iph  the  juice  pressed  from  the  root  is  rank  poison,  while 
the  root  itself  is  wholesome  food,  and  is  what  is  commonly 
sold  in  England  by  the  name  of  tapioca.  The  rivulet  sup- 
plied many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Praya  with  water,  thcf 
cattle  near  it  were  relieved  from  thirst>  and  die  adjoining 
grounds  were  covered  with  linen  washed  in  the  stream.  In 
the  garden  was  a  lofty  cocoa-nut  tree,  abounding  in  fruit,  ' 
which  grew  round  the  upper  part  of  its  trunk,  near  the 
origin  of  its  spreading  leaves.  The  trunk  grows  somewhat 
obliquely,  having  joints  at  short  distances.  To  gather  the 
fruit)  a  man,  usually  a  negro,  climbs  the  tree,  with  a  rope 
tied  about  his  ancles,  with  which  he  rests  on  the  joints ;  thus 
successively  rising  from  joint  to  joint,  till  he  gets  to  the  fruit, 
which  he  throws  down  to  the  people  below.  The  shell 
ha^  a  white  substance  within,  of  a  pleasant  taste,  but  hard 
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.  of  digestion.  Within  this  substance  is  a  liquor  very  gratefnl 
in  hot  climates  ;  the  she]l,\vhich  serves  for  a  driokiog  viessel, 
is  covered  with  strong  fibres,  which  are  frequeady  twisted 
into  ropes,  and  used  instead  of  hemp. 

Some  of  the  party  went  into  the  country,  and  visited  the 
(own  of  St.  Jago,  fonnerly  the  capital  of  tlie  jsland*  The 
soil  appeared  as  if  it  had  keen  ravaged  by  fire,,  or  by  a  de- 
stroying enemy.  Some  cattle  were  seen,  but  lank»  and 
scarcely  able  to  move. 

The  party  traversed  one  river,  which  was  nearly  dried 
up,  and  an  iippeuding  mouutain  seemed  as  if  it  had  been 
fccvcred  in  two,  and  that  one -half  had  been  swept  away  by 
a  torrent. 

On  the  boundary  of  an  eleyated  plain  wsfj9  the  ruins 
of  a  fort  intended  to  defend  die  descent  which  led  to  the 
•town  of  St.  Jago,  which  lies/ in  a  dfeef^  yule,  that  seiems  to 
liave  been  scooped  out  by  a  violent  torreq^  rolUfig  with  it 
iiiige  rocks,  and  emptying  itself  with  diem  into  (^,  ocean. 
A  small  harbour  is  here  formal  by  these  rocks,  b^  the 
mouth  is  pearly  choaked  up  with  sand  thrown  up  by  the 
.  tide.  Op  eaclji  side  of .  the  stream  are  the  ruius.of  some 
respe6lable  houses ;  and  the  fragments  of .  glass  lustres 
hanging  from  some  of  the  apartment^  speak  ife^  gpjendour 
that  once  discii^uished  tlii$  plfice 

At  present  its  iuliabitants  are  confined  to  about  six  fa- 
milies. 

Here  was,  however,  a  slight  manufaftory  of  cotton 
ylips,  made  to  exchange  with  the  Africans  on, the  cootiaent 
for  slaves,  elcpl^ants  teeth,  and  guj^i-arabic* 

One  of  ^he  inhabitanis  received  the  party  with  great 
fiospirality,  and  treated  them  witJi  several  fruits  from  his 
garden.  He  informed  them  that  the  Isle  of  Brave,  one  of 
the  Cape  de  Verdes,  was  a  better  place  for  ships  to  ffO' 
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vi(k  th^ttiselVes  v^ith  water  and  provisions  than  St.  Jago, 
besides  haviog  three  convenient  harbours.     In  another  of 
those  islands,  called  San  Vicente,  he  said  there  was.  a 
large  faarbour,  and  that  tliere  was  also  a  good  one  at. 
Bonavista.  ;  '  •     . 

His  account  of  the  first  island  has  been  confirmed  by 
othcrsi  and  navigators  are  recommended  to  make  a  trial 
of  it. 

All  these  islands  were  said  to  have  experienced  the  same 
drought  as  St.  Jago ;  and  though  they  are  about  twenty  . 
in  number,  the  populatilon  has  been  reduced  to  about 
42»OQO  inhabitants.. 

Of  the  island  of  St.  Jago  Dr.  Gillan  observed,  that  <^  the 
S.  W.  side  only  had  any  volcanic  appearatice.  Near 
Praya  bay  is  a  hill  composed  of  clay  and  sand,  without 
any  marks  of  the  ^Qion  of  fire;  between  the  tovm  of 
Praya  and  St.  Jago  is  another,  consisting  of  iron  stone, 
formed  of  clay,  calx  of  iron,  and  siliceous  earth;  in  the 
rocks,  near  the  Governor's  house,  are  perpendicular  veins 
of  imite  spar,'  and  the  beach  is  covered  with  siliceous 
6and.'\  .      ^    - 

.  While  tliey  lay  here  some  vessels  fron  ^Dunkirk  entered 
the  bay ;  one  of  which  was  the  Resolution,  celebrated  mg 
having  been  commanded  by  Captain  Cook ;  these  ships 
were  joined  by  others  from  North  America,  and  were  all 
bound,  according  to  their  own  account,  on  the  Soudiem 
whale  fishery ;  but  the  vessels  from  Dunkirk  being  laden 
with  British  goods,  and  manned  with  English  seamen,  ex- 
cited a  suspicion  that  they  were  about  to  try  a  trside  under 
French  colours  on  the  coasts  of  Chili  and  Peru. 

Sofn^  degree 'of  interest  attaches  to  Praya  bay  from  its 
having  been  the  scene  of  adUon  between  the  English  iad 
French  s^uacltons  commanded  by  Commodore  Johnstone 
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and  Admiral  De  Sufffcin.  The  latter,  by  att:ickmg  the 
Brirish  in  a  neutral  pott,  grossly  violated  the  laws  of  na« 
tioQS ;  soir.o  time  afterwards,  when  he  complained  of  rhe 
British  Adinirars  having  sanflioned  the  capture  of  a  French 
vessel  in  the  port  of  Tranquebar,  belonging  to  the  Danes, 
he  was  reminded  of  his  own  behaviour  at  Praya^  to  which 
he  readily  answered,  ^*  that  the  ohjtGt  in  the  former  in- 
•tance^was  too  trifling  to  deserve  the  breaking  of  a  public 
law." 

The  Portugueze  have  no  force  at  St.  Jago  sufficient  to 
defend  it  from  invasion  i  and,  instead  of  deriving  any  ad- 
vantage from  the  place,  they  arc  obliged  to  send  supplies 
to  it  from  Portugal.  Here  is,  indeed,  a  trade  for  daves 
from  Africa,  but  it  is  monopolized  by  t^e  Crown.  The 
revenue  of  the  Governor  arises  chiefly  from  the  sale  of 
cattle  to  the  ships,  of  which  he  has  a  moiety.  The  in* 
habitants  set  little  value  on^  money,  chusing  ta  barter 
what  tliey  have  to  sell  for  corn  or  clothing,  rather  than  for 
moneys 

At  present,  they  had  little  to  dispose  of,  and  the  water, 
besides,  was  both  bad  and  diflicult  to  he  procured;  it  was 
obtained  from  wells,  and  tb^  time  found  most  expedient  fcr 
drawing  it  was  very  early  in  the  morning,  Jbefore  it  was 
disturbed  by  the  inhabitants;  It  was  also  necessary  not 
to  employ  the  seamen  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  as  the 
weather  is  extremely  hot,  the  tliermometer  being  seldom 
under  85  degrees,  and  often  above  90.  It  had  formerly 
been  usual  to  draw  the  uater  in  the  night,  and  so  roll  the 
casks  to  the  beach,  and  float  them  off  to  the  boats ;  but  the 
experiment  proved  fatal  to  many  boats'  crewsf. 

It  was. suggested  by  Mr.  Jackson,  master  of  the  Lion, 
to  siak*9asks  in  the  beach  near  the  sea,  having  boles  in  die 
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bottom  and  sides,  so  that  the  casks  would  soon  fill  with 
good  water  filtered  through  the  sand.  ' 

As  the  ships  were  not  under  the  necessity  of  making 
this  trial,  its  utility  cannot  be  determined ;  it  is,  however, 
an  experiment  worth  making.  After  continuing  in  Praya 
bay  £ve  days,  and  the  Jackall  not  appearing,  ic  was  de* 
termined  to  proceed  without  her,  and  on  the  8th  of  Na« 
vcniber  they  again  put  to  sea. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

rf    1    ir'  ,.if 


PikSSAiGE    OF   THE    LIKE.       KIO    D£   JANEIRO. 

The  Atlaftitic  Ocean  in  this  pa:rt  is  hronght  into  its  nar- 
rowest bounds,,  by  the  African  and  American  continents 
proje6Hng  towards  each  other  to  within  a  few  degrees  of 
the  equator.  Now,  as  the  winds  here  blow  almost  con- 
stantly from  the  eastward,  vessels  may  probably  have  been 
driven  from  the  one  to  the  other,  so  as  easily  to  account 
for  the  pcojJing  of  America. 

The  Lion  and  Hindostan  shaped  their  course  for  Rio 
de  Janeiro  on  the  coast  of  Sourii  America,  on  quitting  the 
Cape  de  Verdes,  induced  thereto  by  the  ce|tainly  of  a 
favourable  wind  from  thence  to  tfie  Cape  of  Good  Jf^Iope^ 
and  the  prospcft  of  abundant  refreshments. 

The  air- was  uncommonly  sultry,  and  many  of  the  sea- 
men were  indisposed,  tliough  the  greatest  precautions  had 
been  taken  by  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  to  preserve  the  health 
of  his  people.  The  ship  wa;*  washed  throughout  with 
vinegar ;  sulphur  was  burnt  occasionally,  and  ventilators 
were  worked  wherever  they  could  be  used.  Every  morning 
the  hammocks  were  brought  on  deck,  and  left  there  till 
bight;  fiesh  air  was  conveyed  through  the  sliip  by  nieans 
of  wind  sails.  The  people  were  supplied  with  as  much 
vegetable  matter  as  could  be  provided,  and  no  spirits  were 
allowed  without  being  previously  mixed  with  water.  The 
water  also  was  purified  by  being  placed  in  open  jsfrs  on  the 
deck,  and  poured  frequently  through  a  cylinder  pierced  with 
holesT 
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The  ships  requirtng-  bm*  little  worfc  iii  tlie  trade 
U'inds,'  the  teamen  were  employed  in  vadous  occupa- 
tions :  '8oit)e  in  mtxnagmg  ihe  ventilatore,  some  in  c]f  aning 
the  ship,  the  carpenters  s^/nA  annourers  in  their  respr£live 
departments,  some  in  splicing  cordage  aod  making  oajkun), 
others  ii>  maMng  and  metidmg  saiU,  afid  many  m  ratnding 
their  own  appareh  Thus  an  agreeable  spe&^le  was  pie** 
sented,  and  the  men  were  sufficiently  recovered  to  enjoy  the 
customary  festivities  on  passing  ithe  line. 

On  this  occasion,  a  sfnilor  was  dressed  up  in  the  habili- 
ments of  Neptune,  armed  witii  a  trident,  and  bis  garments 
dripping  with  tfie  element  over  wWch  he  presided.  Thus, 
appearing  to  rise  out  of  tl^  sea,  he' stood  on  the  forecastle^ 
and  demanded  the  name  and  destination  of  the  ship  which 
trespassed  on  his  doraioious?  Being  pi  operly  answered 
frqm  the  quarter-^deck,  his  godslup^  wxtli  his  ,<:tcendant9r^ 
came  aft  with  great  soleainitf ,  and  with  some  cot^plinnentjs 
presented  a  fish  to  the  Erabasspdoc^  as  a  produce  of  his 
domains.  Neptune  was  treated  with  great  resfv^,  andsuUf*- 
ahle  presents  were  made  tp  him  and  bis  companions ;  tltese 
were  exadled  as  a  lawitirt:huin  frdiu. those.  wJio  had  noc 
crossed  the  line  befcn'e/Jiind^  penalty  of  undergoing  cere« 
mpnies  calculated  to.  pmhice  much  mitth  aowng  the  aew. 
TliD  whole  was  concluded  with  a  plentiful  repast  and  a 
good  store  of  Ijquor,  accompanied  with  the  bag-pipq. 
Near  the  line  the  atmosphere  is  often  so  stagnated  as  to 
have  a  disagreeable  eBs&  on- the  human  frame,  but  at  pro- 
sent  this  was  not  the  ca$e«  The  breeze  was  steady  and  the 
weather  pleasant ;  but  die.  horizon  seemed  to  approach 
nearer  to  the  eye»  and  the  sky.  appeared  to  form  but  the 
&maU  segment  of  a  circle."  The  clouds  descended  dose 
down  to  die  ocean«  and  altra£ied.  its  contcjits  in  die  figure 
of  water  spouts.  .  ^  ^    ' 
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All  the  Vessds  seen  here  -were  traders  bet<yeen  Portugal 
and  its  settlements  on  the  African  and  American  c<>asts. 
Few  birds  appeared,  'and  few  fish  were  caught.  The 
sailbrs,  however*  harpooned  a  shark,  whidi  was  several  feet 
long,  with  wide  jaws  filled  with  numerous  rows  of  teeth. 
On  being  disseAed,  no  lungs  were  found  in  tlie  breast, 
which  seemed  to  be  only  a  bony  inclosure  for  the  hean ; 
five  spiracles  behind  its  head,  simply  communicated,  with 
the  gills  lying  near  the  jaw.  A  beautiful  dolpliin  was 
'also  caught,  which,  in  the  agonies  of  death,  wonderfully 
varied  its  colours  from  yellow  to  blue  and  purple. 

The  temperature  of  the  climate  sensibly  improved  as  the 
ship^  left  the  Afiican  coasts  but  the  thermometer  kept  at 
'80  or  81  degrees.  The  currents  were  frequent,  and  set  as 
often  to  the*  southward  as  to  the  northward.  The  N.  £. 
wind  shifted  more  to  the  eastward  about  9  degrees  N.  of 
the  equator,  and  sometimes  was  to  the  southward  of  east. 
The  ships  crossed  tlie  equator  in  25  deg.  W.  longitude, 
with  the  wind  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.  £.  Attenuon 
must  be  paid  to  the  winds  in  crossing  the  equator.  When 
the  sun  is  far  S.  of  the  line,  the  S.  EL  winds  begin  in  7  deg. 
of  N.  latitude,  by  wJiich  sliips  are,  sometimes,  driven  to 
the  27th  d^ree  or  more  of  W.  loi^itude,  before  they  cross 
the  equator.  When  the  sun  is  to  the  N.  the  line  may  be 
passed  in  a  more  eastern  longitude,  as  the  winds  then 
usually  blow  from,  the  N.  £•  At  this  time  it  blew  re- 
gularly from  the  S.  £  never  varying  more  than  to  the 
£.  S.  £.  till  they  anived  at  17  deg»  of  S.  latitude,  when 
the  wind  shifted  first  to  the  N.  £.  and  then  to  the  N.  N.  W. 
fill  the  land  of  the  Br92ils  appeared  in  22  deg.  40  min.  S. 
latitude.  Previous  to  this,  endeavours  were  made  to  dis« 
cover  the  Abrolhos  shoal,  mentioned  by  Lord  Anson  and 
others  ;  but  no  bottom  coiild  le  found  on  sounding,  first, 
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With  a  line  of  two  hundred  fathoms  in  i6dcg..i8  min. 
S.  laC|  and  36  dcg.  5  min.  W.  long,  and  then  with  the 
same  line  in  x8  deg.  30  min.  S.  lat.  and  36  deg.  50  min. 
W.  long.  In  lat*  22  dcg,.  S.  and  long.  40  deg.  34  min.  W. 
•oundings  were  had  at  the  depth  of  thirty-three  fathoms. 
On  tlie  29th  of  November  the  land  was  seen  at  the  distance 
of  ten  leagues.  Thus  the  voyage  from  England  to  South 
America  was  made  in  one  day  less  than  two  montlis,  and 
if  the  several  delays  occasioned  by  stopping  at  difFerenl 
places  be  dedu£led,  it  will  be  found  that  the  rate  of  sailing 
for  each  day  must  have  been  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles.  The  land  which  now  appeared  was  to  the  north 
of  the  Isle  of  Frio,  having  remarkable  peaks,  with  white 
streaks  resembling  cascades,  or  veins  of  marble.  Steering 
southerly,  the  Island  of  Frio  appeared,  bearing  the  resem- 
Uaoce  of  two  distinct  islands.  It  lies  in  32  deg.  2  min.  $• 
lat.  and  41  deg.  31  min.  45  sec.  W.  long.  From  hence  to 
Rio  de  Janeiro  the  course  is  westerly,  and  the  land  high 
and  irregular. 

Captaiii  Mackintosh  advises  ships  making  the  harbour  of 
Rio,  "after  getting  in  with* Cape  Frio,  to  steer  betweea 
S.  W.  and  S.  W.  by  W.  for  12  or  14  leagues,  as  thus 
far  the  land  wind  extendi  The  forenoon  is  generally  . 
calm,  but  in  the  afternoon  a  fresh  sea-breeze  sets  in  from 
the  S.  W,  From  hence  a  dired  course  should  be  steered  to 
the  islands  lying  under  the  great  Sugar  Loaf,  on  the  western 
side,  of  Rio  harbour.  From  these  islands  the  wind, will 
carry  the  ship  to  die  opposite  shore,  and  thetice  safely  into 
the  harbour/'  The  channel  is  narrow,  with  strong  tides; 
but  as  the  sea-breeze  is  fresh,  there  Is  no  difficulty  in  enter- 
ing the  harbour,  both  shores  of  which  are  bold.  The 
Lion  anchored  in  eighteen'  fathoms,  near  the  landing  place. 
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opposite  the  Viceroy's  palace,  a  depth  of  water  which  is  if- 
com mended  to  lafge  ships. 

Before  a  ship  enters  the  harbour  it  js  requisite  to  send  a 
boat  with  an  officer  to  the  casilc  of  Santa  Cruz,  to  give  in-- 
formation  of  the  arrival  of  th6  ship,  and  the  reason  of  her 
visit.  Every  vessel,  on  attempting  to  pass  the  fort,  will  be 
ordered  to  come  to  an  anchor,  till  permission  of  entrance  is 
granted;  and  the  minutest  information  resp,e£ling  her  con- 
dition, force,  destination,  and  wants  will  be  demanded,  after 
which  no  aid  or  indulgence  will  be  refused.  Not  one  of  the 
crew,  however,  is  suffered  to  land  but  at  one  particular 
f  lace,  aq4  a  soldier  attends  him  all  the  time  he  remains  on 
sliorc.  Guard  boats  also  attend  the  ships,  to'  enforce  an 
observation  of  these  regulations.  Mercliant  vessels  arc 
touch  more  striftly  attended  to  than  ships  of  war.  Vessels 
that  w^nt  to  load  or  unload  goods,  or  to  be  repaired,  are 
obliged  to  go  into  the  inner  harbour^  but  the  outer  is  the 
most  heal^iy. 

Rio  lies  in  22  deg.  54  min.  South  lat.  and  42  deg,  44 
fnin.  West  long.  Variation  of  the  compasS4deg.  55  min, 
VV.  The  thermometer,  while  tlie  ships  lay  here,  was 
between  77  and  82  deg. 

The  advantages  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  arc  hardly  to  be  ex- 
celled. The  entrance  to  its  harbour  is  bounded  by  an  in- 
clining cone  on  one  side,  which  measures  700  feet  in  height* 
and  by  a  rock,  of  granite,  on  which  stands  the  casdc  of 
Santa  Cruz,  on  the  other ;  and  near  the  middle  lies  a  Gttle 
island,  on  which  stands  Fort  Lucia.  The  interior  of  the 
harbour  widens  to  a  space  of  three  or  four  miles,  iftom 
which  issue  several  branches,  extending  farther  than  thfe  eye 
can  reach.  It  is  spottecl  with  numerous  islatfds,  Some 
cloathed  with  verdure,  and  otliers  covered  with  houses  or 
batteries.     The  continent^  on  all  sides  isr  diversi£ed  with 
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v2lages,  farms  and  plantations,  among  which  may  be  seei) 
mnding  rivulets,  rocky  ridges,  small  sandy  bays,  and  skirc- 
ing  forests,  the  whole  closing  at  a  distance  by  a  chain  0/ 
mountains  covered  with  trees  to  the  very  summits.  About 
four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  on  the  west^ 
stands  the  city  of  St.  Sebastian,  commonly  called  Rio» 
created  on  a  projedting  point  of  land,  and  behind  it  are  va- 
rious hills,  covered  with  woods,  houses^  convents,  an4 
churches.  A  convent,  and  a  fort  which  commands  the 
town,  s.tand  on  the  extreme  point  ruiming  into  the  har- 
bour, and  opposite  is  the  Serpent  Island,  between  which 
and  Rio  runs  a  narrow  channel,  with  water  enough,  how- 
ever, for  the  largest  ships.  On  this  island  arc  a  dock-yard, 
magazine,  and  store-houses;  and  round  it  ans  the  usual  an* 
choring  places  for  shipping :  The  harbour  widens  beyond 
the  town,  forming  the  pi£):ure,of  a  large  Jake,  with  islands 
scattered  on  its  surface.  Many  of  the  houses  in  Kio  are 
built  of  hcwil  stone.  The  streets  are  mosdy  straight,,  well- 
paved  with  foot-paths.  The  squares  are  furnished  ^ith 
fountains,  ai^d  the  water  is  conveyed  to  them  by  an  exten- 
sive aquedu^  carried  ^ over  vallies  by  a  double. row  of 
arches,  one  above  another.  These  fountains  are  cbnstantly 
guarded,  to  distribute  the  water  in  regular  prder  and  pro*- 
portions, 

That  upqn  the  quay,  opposite  the  palace,  is  appropriated 
fw  the  use  of  the  shipping ;  and  the  watfer  is  conveyed  from  It 
to  the  casks  ^nthe  boats,  through  a  woollen  or  canvas.tube. 
Experience  proved  the  water  to  be  remarkably  good,  and 
therefore  the  contrary  opinion  of  Capt.  Cook  must  have 
arisen  from  the  impure  conditio^  of  the  casks  which  he 
filled  with  it. 

The  shops  here  abounded  with  Manchester  goods,  and 
Qth^r  ArtTcI^  from  Britain,  even  to  prints,  both  serious  aa^ 
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caricature,  A  Ponugucze  merchant  maintained  that^hc 
prosperity  cf  Portugal  and  its  settlements  was  chiefly  bene- 
ficial to  England.  In  all  likelihood,  however,  the  advan- 
tage has  been  mutual.  Rio  appeared  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. The  inhabitants  seemed  to  be  in  no  want ;  most  of 
the  houses  were  large  and  well  furnished ;  the  stores  and 
markets  were  in  general  well  supplied ;  many  new  buildings 
were  eroSting,  botli  public  and  private ;  and  the  mechanics 
were  in  full  cmplqy.  The  city  was  ornamented  with  pub- 
lic walks,  and  opposite  the  palace  stood  a  spacious  quay, 
built  of  granite,  of  which  indeed  most  of  the  buildings  con- 
sisted. 

Notwitlistanding  these  advantages,  the  place  is  said  to  be 
unhealthy.  This  arises,  probably,  in  a  great  degree  from 
the  thick  forests  with  which  the  surrounding  hills  are  co- 
vered. These  not  only  prevent  a  free  circulation  of  air, 
but  give  it  a  humidity,  which,  in  such  a  cUmate,  must  ren- 
der the  morning*  and  evenings  very  unwholesome.  •  Hence 
dreadful  fevers  must  be  the  consequence :  and  that  horrible 
disorder,  the  elephantiasis,  is  frequent  here,  as  well  among 
the  Europeans  as  the  natives  and  the  negroes.  Another 
cause  of  the  unhealthiness  complained  of  is  the  water,- which 
is  suficred  to  stagnate  in  marshes  about  the  town.  From 
this  negle6t  the  musquetoes  are  numerous  and  troublesome. 
These  inse^  are  not  the  only  nuisance  in  the  night;  for 
here,  as  in  Lisbon,  the  wheels  of  the  carts  are  designedly 
construfSled  to  produce  a  disagreeable  noiscj  to  prevent  the 
devil  from  injuring  the  cattle  which  draw  them. 

Nothing,  however,  can  damp  the  inclination  of  the  peo- 
ple to  amusementf  There  are  three  convents  and  two  mo- 
nasteries in  this  place;  but  neither  arc  distinguished  by  that 
spirit  of  mortification  for  which  such  institutions  were  ori- 
ffnaiiy  establish^*      Though  ample  endowments   have 
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been  made  td  maintain  missionaries  for  the  Conversion  of 
the  natives,  not  one  is  engaged  in  such  an  undertaking* 

The  conversation  of  the  nuns*  with  strangers^  at  the  con- 
vent grates,  was  full  of  sprightliness.  There  were  two 
booksellers  in  Rio,  and  they  had  nothing  but  books  of  phy- 
tic and  divinity.  The  Inquisition  is  not  establislied  in  the 
Brazils ;  but  the  ceremonies  of  religion  were  regularly  ob- 
served, and  numerous,  bells  and  sky«-rockets  announced, 
almost  every  hour  in  the  day,  some  solemn  service  to  be 
performed  in  the  churches;  and  numerous  processions 
crowded  the  streets  in  the  evening.  An  image  of  the  Vir- 
gin, in  a  glass  case,  stood  at  every  comer,  to  which  due  re- 
verence was  paid  by  all  passengers. 

In  walking,  the  lower  orders  of  men  wore  cloaks. 
Those  of  the  middling  and  higher  ranks  all  wore  swords. 
.  The  ladies  had  their  hair  falling  down  in  tresses,  tied  witU 
ribbands,  and  ornamented  with  flowers,  but  iheir  heads 
were  not  covered.  They  were  constant  in  their  attendance 
at  church,  and  when  not  there,  were  usually  seen  at  thci^ 
windows  or  balconies.  They  had  generally  animated  coun- 
tenances, with  fine  dark  eyes.  Their  evening  amusement 
was  playing  on  the  guitar  or  harpsichord.  At  these  times 
the  doors  and  windows  were  all  opened,  and  if  a  stranger 
chanced  to  be  attracted  by  the  music,  the  master  of  the 
house  would  obligingly  invite  him  in.  Sometimes  the  la- 
dies would  exchange  bunches  of  flowers  wifii  the  gentle- 
men, as  they  passed.  Anecdotes  were  told  of  some  of  them 
not  very  favourable  to  their  chara<^ers,  and  some  of  the 
jnen  were  even  charged  with  unnatural  vices. 

The  amusements  of  the  inhabitants  consisted  of  operas, 
plays,  and  masquerades ;  and  company  fmquendy  met  in 
a  public  garden,  near  the  sea-side,  which  was  laid  out  in 
grass  platSy  shrubberies  and  parterres,  and  shaded  with 
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qireadiDg  trees.  Here,  in  alcoves  decorated  with  flowers^ 
panies  sat  down  to  banquets,  accoxppanied  sometimes  by 
pusicand  fireworks.  Near  the  centre  ofxhe  garden  was 
9  fountain  with  two  figures  of  alligators,  weS  executed* 
spoqtiiig  water  into  a  iparble  bason,  in  which  were  aitificiat 
bihls.  At .  a  little  disfan^ce  was  a  copper  imitation  of  ihc 
papaye  tree,  painted  green. 

In  the 'fiddle  of  a.  terrace  wasanodier  fountain^  with 
the  statue  of  a  boy,  holding  in  one  hand  a  bird,  which 
spouted  water  into  a  bason,  and  in  the  other  a  scroll,  with 
an  ipscription,  purporting  his  being  us6ful  even  in  his  play* 
fulnes$.  ' 

At  e'ach  end  of  this  terrace,  which  looked  to  the  sea,  was 
a  square  building.  On  the  waljs  of  Qne  were  painted  views 
of  the  harbour,  and  of  the  whale  fishery  wliich  formerly  was 
carri^  on  here.  The  ceiling  exhibited  various  designs,  and 
tlie  cornice  represented,  in  shell*work,  th»  several  kinds  of 
fish  peculiar  to  the  coast.  On  the  walls  of  the  odicr 
building  were  eight  paintings,  of  indifferent  workmanship* 
descriptive  of  the  diamond  and  gold  mines,  and  the  manner 
of  working  them;  of  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane,  and 
die  subsequent  processes  in  making  sugar;  of  the  mode  of 
colle(5ling  the  inserts  which  produce  the  cochineal,  and 
preparing  the  dye  from  them ;  of  the  culture  of  the  manioc, 
with  the  methods  of  making  cassada  and  tapioca ;  and  lasdy 
of  the  cultivation  and  preparation  of  cofiee,  rfce,  and'  indigo* 

Shews  to  sMRise  the  people  were  exhibited  in  this  gardens 
which  was  destined  solely  to  promote  the  health  and  plea- 
sure of  the  inhabitants  of  Rio« 

Near  the  town  was  another  garden,  originally  intended 
for  botanical  improvements;  but  now  converted  to  a  co- 
chineal manufeSory. 

Tlie  information  obtained  by  Mr.  Barrow  was,  that " 
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the  inse£l:  here  does  not  appear  to  be  the  Same  called  by 
Linnreus  coccus  cacti  cocclnellifed^  and  described  as  being  flat 
on  the  back,  with  black  legs,  and  tapering  horns  ot  tfnfeh- 
^  nse.  On  the  contrary,  the  inseft  of  Rio  is  Convex,  with 
clear,  bright  legs,  and  antennae  resembling  brad?.  The 
male  is  very  beautiful,  the  body  being  of  the  colour  of  red. 
lake.  The  breast  is  elliptical,  and  sh'ghrly  joined  to  the 
head.  The  horns  are  about  half  the  length  of  the  body. 
The  legs  are  of  a  brighter  red  than  the  otlier  parts.  tTwo 
white  filaments,  three  times  as  long  as  the  insc6l,  projeft 
from  the  end  of  its  belly.  It  has  two  wings,  which  stand 
"upright,  of  a  faint  yellow  colour,  and  of  a  most  delicatb 
texture.  The  female  has  no  wings,  is  of  an  elliptic  form, 
and  convex  on  both  sides,  but  most  on  the  back,  which  is 
covered  with  a  white  substance  like  firie  cotton.  The  ab- 
domen is  marked  with  transverse  furrows.  The  mouth  is 
in  the  breast,  and  the  beak  js  of  a  brown  colour,  inclining 
to  a  purple,  by  which  the  inseil  peiietrates  the  plant  it  feedSi 
on.  It  has  ^x  legs  of  a  bright  red  colour.  At  the  age  of 
about  twenty  days  it  becomes  pregnant,  and  produces  an  in'- 
tiumerable  offspring,  of  So  minute  a  size  as  to  be  easily  misf- 
taken  for  the  mere  eggs  of  the  ihsedl.  They  remain  for 
about  a  day  without  any  sign  of  life;  but  soon  after  bcgia 
to  move  widi  great  agility.  They  then  appear,  through  a 
glass,  like  small  specks  of  red  matter,  covered  with  a  fine 
down.  In  three  or  four  days  the  inscft  encreases  in  size  so 
rapidly  as  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  a  grain  of  rice.  But  as 
It  encreases  its  bulk  it  decreases  in  motion,  and  when  full 
grown,  adheres  to  the  leaf  in  a  state  of  torpidity.  The  iff- 
st&s  are  then  taken  from  the  plant  for  use;  but  if  left,  they 
would  deposit  their  young  in  the  manner  already  described. 
Among  the  heaps'of  ]ase6bs  appear  several  upright  cells  of 
a  cyltjidric  form,  which  arc  the  chrysalides  or  coccoons  of 
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the  male,  out  of  which  the  wiags  proceed,  and  may  be  seen 
three  days  before  thf  insed  is  perfed^ly  formed.  It  livei 
in  this  state  only  three  or  four  days,  in  which  time  it  im« 
pregnates  the  female.  *  The  plant  which  sustains  this  in- 
EcSt  is  here  called  orumbda,  and  is  a  species  of  the  cadus» 
or  prickly  pear.  Its  leaves  are  thick  ;  the  upper  side  flatter 
and  more  concave  than  the  other :  they  are  of  an  oval 
shape,  without  stalks,*  rising  as  well  from  the  edge  of  each 
other,  as  from  the  stem ;  and  surrounded  with  prickles, 
nearly  an  inch  long.  The  plant  grows  sometimes  as  high 
as  twenty  feet^  but  they  are  generally  prevented  from  run* 
ning  above  eight  for  the  convenience  of  the  manufaSurer. 
The  young  leaves  are  of  a  dark  green,  but  turn  yellowish 
as  they  grow  old.  The  inward  part  of  the  leaf  is  of  the 
same  colour  as  the  outer. 

Inse£ls  are  easily  perceived  on  the  plant,  by  their  appear- 
ing first  like  a  white  powder  upon  the  hdllow  side  cf  the 
leaf.  Another  inse(^  of  the  fly  kind  is  found  upon  tin's 
plant,  which  is  supposed  to  feed  upon  the  cochineal.  The 
caterpillar  of  this  fly  places  itself  in  the  cottony  substance 
of  the  coccus,  and  when  ready  to  shift  its  skin,  it  creeps  out 
upon  the  leaf,  encreases  in  size,  and  its  colour  changes  from 
a  briglit  red  to  a  clear  yellow,  with  brown  rings  round  its 
body.  In  a  few  days  it  lies  inac^ve,  but  soon  contiafU 
Its  rings  with  great  agitation,  ^nd  discharges  a  globule  of 
red. matter;  after  which  it  adheres  to  the  prickles  of  the 
leaf,  and  becomes  a  chrysalis,  out  of  which  proceeds  die 
fly.  From  its  discharging  coloured  matter,  it  might  be  sup- 
posed that  any  instSt  feeding  on  the  plant  would  imbibe  a 
colouring  quality.  The  juice  of  the  leaf,  however,  ap- 
peared colourless,  though  the  fruit,  when  ripe,  has  a  scarlet 
juice,  which  tinges  the  excretions  of  those  who  eat  it. 

The  Portugueze  derive  but  little  profit  fi-om  the  cochi* 
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neal,  owing  to  mismanagement.  Two  or  three  times  9> 
week  the  slaves,  who  have  the  charge  of  the  plants,  pick 
off,  with  a  small  stick,  all  the  full  grown  inserts,  wkh  many 
that  have  not  ?;'ained  their  perfe£k  state ;  by  which  means 
the  plants  are  never  half-stocked  with  insedis.  A  different 
method  is  pursued  at  Mexico.  On  tlie  expiration  of  the 
periodical  rains,  small  parcels  of  fine  moss  are  fixed  on  the 
prickles  of  the  csrSas  leaves,  which  serve  as  repositories  for 
the  females.  Out  of  these,  in  a  few  days,  issue  swarms  of 
young  inse£b,  which  spread  themselves  over  the  plant, 
where  they  soon  acquire  their  full  growth,  and  are  gathered 
for  use;  enough  being  always  left  for  propagation.  The 
insefb  are  rendered  fit  for  use,  by  a  process  as  cruel  as  it 
is  simple.  They  are  colle£^ed  in  a  wooden  bowl,  and  then 
spread  on  a  flat  dish  of  earthen -ware,  which  is  placed  over 
a  charcoal  fire,  where  they  are  slowly  roasted  alive  till  the 
downy  covering  disappears,  and  the  animal  is  completely 
dry.  They  are  constantly  stirred  all  the  while  with  a  tin 
ladle,  and  water  is  sometimes  sprinkled  upon  them,  to  pre* 
vent  absolute  tonefadlion,  which  would  destroy  the  colour, 
and  calcine  the  inse^.  Whea.  taken  from  the  fire  they 
look  like  dark  round  reddish  grains,  and  have  so  little  the 
appearance  of  the  inse£t,  th^t  the  European  naturalists 
were  long  in  doubt  whether  this  valuable  dye  was  an  ani- 
mal, vegetable,  or  mineral  substance.  The  garden  at  Rio 
does  not  produce  yearly  above  thirty  pounds  weight  of  co- 
chineal, though,  with  proper  management,  ten  times  the 
quantity  might  be  gained.  Near  Cape  Frio  there  are  some 
large  plantations  of  the  cafikus,  which  is  easily  propagated 
from  cuttings  set  in  the  ground  in  the  rainy  and  cold  season, 
though  afterwards  they  require  the  solar  heat.  The  inse£U 
are  gatbcrpd  in  die  dry  seasoq,  fromOdlober  toMarch.  For-  • 
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jiperly  the  cochineal  trade  was  a  monopoly  of  the  Crown, 

\  but  it  is  now  entirely  laid  open. 

^'here  is  another  specres  of  manufadltire  near  Rio, 
whidi  belongs  to  a  company  who  have  a  royal  grant,  on 
paying  oue-fifth  of  its  profits  to  the  Crown.  This  is  the 
making  of  oil  from  the  blubber  of  the  black  whales,  which 
are  not  now  caughtt  as  formerly,  in  the  harbour  of  Rio, 
but  at  some  distance.  Here  also  the  whale-bone  is  sepa- 
rated and  cleansed,  and  then  sent  to  Europe.  ,  7  he  white 
or  spermaceti  whale  is  found  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  an 
English  v^sel  which  had. been  on  tliis  fishery  was  lately 
come  to  Rio  for  refreshments.  She  had  taken  sixty *nine 
fish,  each  valued  at  two  hundred  pounds.  Some  are  taken 
worth  one  thousand.  The  late  discovery,  that  the  mus- 
cular part  of  animals  may  be  converted  to  a  matter  re- 
sembling spermaceti,  will,  probably,  niatcrlally  aS6&  tliis 
fishery. 

,  .  i\t  a  phce  called  Val  Longo,  in  ihe  harbour  of  Rio, 
are  warehouses  to  prepare  slaves  for  sale,  who  :*re  chiefly 
brought  from  Angola  and  Cw.iguela  in  Africa.  Here  they 
are  cleansed,  anointed «  fattened,  and  so  managed  as  to  ren- 
der ihcm  ht  fr.r  iv.ra  ivcr.  About  five  vhousand  are  annually 
sold  at  Rio,  out  of  twenty  tliousand  whicU  are  usually 
bought  for  the  whole  of  the  Bnizils.  1  he  price  of  a 
slave  is  generally  iibout  twenty- eight  poimds  sterling.  A 
duty  of  ten  thousand  reis  a  hedtl  is  paid  to  the  Queen  of 
Portugiii's  agc.»t  in  Africa,  previous  to  their  being  ex- 
ported. 

The  whole   of   tliis  duty  amounts  to  about  6o»oool 
which  e;<.'fs  cnTi'.:ly  to  her  private  purse.     The  number  of 
slaves  in  ^he  Ljdzlls  was  supposed  to  be,  at  least,  6cX),000, 
tither  n.' lives  of  A     ca  or  their  descendants;  the  white 
inhabiti  tt  v.cic    '    at  200,C00.     At  Rio,  the  proportion 
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bf  blacks  to  whites  was  estimated. to  be.  still  greater,  as 
there  were  at  least  40,000  of  the  one,  including  the  free 
fiiacks,  to  about  3,000  of  the  other. 
•  The  davcs  in  the  town  had  no  appearance  of  wretched- 
ness. Man  has  liess  wants,  and  is  exposed  to  fewer  mi- 
micries, in  warm  cKmate^-than  cold  ones.  In  the  one,  -a 
comfortable  dwelling  to  shelter  hilii  from  the  severity  of 
the  weather,  cloathing  for  his  body,  and  fud  to  warm 
him  iu  winter,  are  altogether  as  necessary  as  food  to  sup* 
port  him.  But  these  may  \ye  easier  dispensed  with,  or 
more  readily  provided  in"  tropical  climates ;  and  with  re- 
sped  to  food.  Nature  furnishes  it  more  expeditiously  id 
Warnter  than  in  colder  regions ;  and  in  the  latter,  fermented 
iiquoi^,  artificially  prepared,  are  frequently  requisite ;  biit 
on  the  contrary,  between  tlie  tropics,  every  sii*eam  supplier 
both  what  is  necessary  and  luxurious.  The  European 
peasantry  are  ncK,  therefore,  just  objefts  of  «nvy  to  the 
West  Jndian  slaves.  The  slaves  on  the  plantations  in  the 
Brazils  have  two  days  in  the  week  to  themselves,  which  is 
tioi  allowed  to  those  in  the  West  Indies.  The  slaves  in  . 
the  Brazils  were  charged  with  the  vices  usual  to  their 
tribe,  o£  stealing  and  lying.  J^lavery  is  here  hereditary 
riirough  the  mother;  and  many  were  in  this  condition, 
^h.o  were  between  black  and  white.  The  Africans  ap- 
peared to  be  gay  and  active,  pei  leftly  satisfi(^d  with  their 
situation ;  nor  did  they  frequently  have  recourse  to  intoxi- 
cation to  bhmt  the  misery  of  thcjr  condition.  Music  and 
dancing  constituted'thcirfavoiiriteJivcrsions;  ami  the  black 
drivers  of  hackney  chaises  amused  themselves  with  the 
.guitar,  when  they  were  *at  leisure  upon  their  stands-  The 
Crown  possesses  many  of  the  slaves,  about  ten  thousand  of 
whom  were  employed  in  the  diamond  mines,  where  a  ston^ 
was  lately  fotind  far  richer  fiian  ariy  that  had  before  beei^ 
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<Iiscovered.  The  monastic  bodies  had  also  several  slares^ 
A  thousand  belonged  to  the  Benedi£lin€s.  The  monks  of 
this  order  boast  charity  as  the  foundation  of  their  insdtu* 
tion,  but  they  rather  delight  in  hospitality.  The  Chinese 
interpreters  belonging^o  the  embassy^  being  Roman  Catholic 
priests,  were  invited  to  reside  in  their  convent  during  their 
stay,  and  were  handsomely  entertained.  These  fatlien 
t)bserved  that  the  connexion  between  the  blacks  and  whites 
prodifced  a  race  distinguished  by  considerable  intelligence 
and  ingenuity.  Some  of  these  were  so  well  educated  that 
the  fathers  no  longer  thought  it  expedient  to  send  persons 
to  Europe  for  a  learned  education ;  and  they  even  boasted 
that  one  of  tliis  misled  breed  had  been  lately  raised  to  a 
professorship  at  Lisbon. 

The  aborigines  of  the  Brazib  were  not  to  be  reduced 
to  a  state  of  slavery^  nor  even  to*  the  habits  of  domestio 
life.  Some  of  their  children  had  been  admitted  into  For- 
tugueze  families,  and  great  pains  had  been  taken  to  educate 
them,  merely  from  curiosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity . 
but  of  such  an  untoward  nature  did  they  prove,  that  they 
constantly  returned  to  their  former  habits  of  life.  These 
people  were  seldom  employed  by  the  Portugueze  except 
for  rowing  boats,  in  which  they  were  very  expert.-* 
They  were  rather  under  the  middle  size,  but  muaculari 
strong,  and  ^<5live,  in  complexion  of  a  light  brown,  with 
strong,  black,  straight  hair,  litde  b^ard  and  long  dark  eyes, 
which  did  not  mark  a  weakness  of  understanding ;  neither 
did  their  features  indicate  meanness  or  vulgarity,  but  their 
>  k)oks  and  expression  were  intelligent  and  clear* 

Liberty  seemed  to  be  their  sole  delight,  and  possessbg, 
probably,  an  hereditary  animosity  to  the  invadets  of  their 
country,  they  not  only  witlidrew  from  their  settlements, 
bui  put  to  death  such  individuals  as  tliey  met  aloue  and 
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Unproledect.  Tlie  coast  between  Rio  and  Bahia  was  still 
much  occupied  by  them,  which  prevented  any  regular 
comiDUnication  between  those  places  by  land. 

The  roads,  many  miles  about  Rio,  were  impassable  for 
carria^.  In  an  excursion  made  to  'the  westward  by 
three  gentlemen  of  the  embassy,  accompanied  by  a  Por^* 
tugueze  resident  at  Rio,  few  iriarlcs  of  agricultural  skill  or 
industry  were  found.  Wliat  little  dicre  was  consisted 
mostly  in  raising  vegetables  for  the  white  inhabitants^ 
and  rice  and  manioc  for  the  blacks.  In  other  parts 
of  the  Brazils  wheat  grows  with  a  far  greater  encrease 
than  in  Europe.  The  corn  mill  used  here  deserves  notice, 
from  its  simplicity  of  conscru3ion.  A  small  wheel  was 
placed  horizontal!  y»  considerably  beneath  die  current  of  a 
stream,  as  it  descended  from  a  steep  bank,  and  was  received 
in  about  ten  or  twelve  hollows,  obliquely  scollopped  in  the 
top  rim  of  the  wheel,  so  as  to  force  it  into  a  quick, motion, 
while  its  upright  shaft,  passing  through  ail  apenure  in  thi$ 
.  centre  of  an  immoveable  miU-stokie  above  the  wheel,  was 
iixed  to  a  lesser  mill-stone,  which  ground  the  grain  between 
it  and  the  larger  stone  beneath ;  thus,  by  one  wheel  only 
is  all  that  effect  produced  which  elsewhere  employs  a  more 
expensive  and  complex  machinery,  A  similar  one  is  said 
to  be  used  in  the  Crimea. 

The  forest  explored  by  the  party  abounded  in  palms  and 
iiia6;ic-wood,  mangoe,  and  guoyava  trees,  and  ferns  which 
^ew  as  high  as  trees,  and  various  other  plants  which  they 
had  never  seen  before.  It  is  hoped  that  an  ample  descrip- 
tion of  diese  will  soon  make  its  appearance  in  a  treatise  on 
die  plants  of  the  Brazils,  written  by  a  Friar  of  the  order  of 
&.  Francis,  at  Rio,  who  has  entitled  it  Flora  Fluminensis. 
hk  this  book  the  ipecacuanha  plant  will,  probably,  be  de- 
described ;  though  it  is  now  in  universal,  use  as  a  medicine. 
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it  is  not  known  to  what  cla^s,  kind,  or  species  in  botany  li 
belongs.  A  specimen  was  procuied  to  oblige  a  gentleman 
of  the  embassy)  and  it  was  found  to  be  an  herbaceous  plant 
near  three  feet  high,  with  a  single  stem,  and  lanceolated 
leaves ;  but  being  neither  in  flowet  nor  seed,  its  cbaradler 
could  not  be  determined. 

A  virtuoso  at  Rio  had  in  his  colle&ion  the  palameda 
or  antringa,  naving  a  strong  nail  at  each  flexure  of  its 
wings,  and  a  horn  about  six  inches  long  on  its  forehead; 
a  bird  rarely  seen  in  the  cabinets  of  Europe.     The  flowfcr« 
end  birds  in  this  forest  were  striking  objeds  of  admiration ; 
the  one  from  their  size  and  beauteous  colours,  and  thd 
other  for  their  gaudy  plumage.      There  are,  it  is  said, 
abundance  of  snakes,  which,  however,  by  their  hissing 
put  the  passenger  on  his  guard ;  nor  do  diey  attack  any 
without   provocation.      This  forest  led  to  Ac  valley  of 
Tijouca,  which  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  mountains^ 
except  on  the  south,  which  admits  the  sea  through  a  narrow- 
opening.     A  clear  stream  is  precipitated  into  the  valley 
down  a  huge  rock  of  granite,  forming  a  grand  cascade. 
The  plantations  of  Tijouca  seemed  to  want  but  little  la- 
bour.    The  eye  was  often  entertained  with  indigo,  manioc, 
coflFee,  chocolate  trees,  sugar  canes,  plantains,  and  orange 
and  lime  trees  all  growing  together,  and  some  of  thein 
spontaneously,  within  the  compass  of  twenty  yards.     But 
the  chief  objci^s  of  culture  were  cofiee  and  indigo.     Ex- 
cessive heat  is  suffered  in  this  valley,  owing  to  it«  confined 
situation,  and  the  reflexion  of  the  solar  rays  from  the  rock/ 
tides  of  the  mountains.     The  thermometer  in  the  shade^ 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  stood  at  88  degrees.     The  party 
were  kindly  treated^  and  passed  the  night  at  the  house  of  ^ 
^iend  of  the  Portugueze  wlio  accompanied  them.     The 
warmth  of  the  weailier  rendered  bedding  needless.     They^ 
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therefore,  rq)osed  on  a  mat  just  raised  from  the  floor,  wjth 
no  other  covering  than  thdr  night  gowns. 

Cotton,  sugar,  coffee,  chocolate,  rice,  pept>er,  and  to- 
bacco, were  produced  in  great  abundance,  in  various  dis* 
tridis  of  the  government  of  Rio;  and  in  Rio  Grande  wa> 
grown  plenty  of  wheat.  The  vine  flourishes  in  perfeQion, 
but  no  wine  is  siiflFcred  to  be  made,  diat  the  trade  of  tho 
parent  country  may  not  be  injured. 

Tlic  other  governments  of  this  country  were  Para^ 
Maragnon,  Fernambucca,  Eahia,  Santa  Paulo,  Matto 
Grosso,  Minas  Geraes,  and  Minas  Guoyaves.  They  are 
all  indepei^ent,  but  the  Governor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  is  called 
Viceroy  of  the  Brazils.  Bahia  was  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, till  the  discovery  of  the  gold  and  diamond  mine<. 
caused  it  to  be  changed.  All  the  provinces  were  eticreai-* 
ing  fast  in  wealth.  Their  manufa£tures  were  raised  to  sq 
very  re3pe£lable  a  state,  that  the.  balance  of  trade  already 
preponderated  on  their  side,  and  in  consequence,  bullion 
was  remitted  to  them  from  Europe  to  discharge  the  over- 
plus of  exports  above  the  imports. 

The  Marquis  de  Pombal,  then  prime  minister  of  For* 
tugal^  had  it  in  contemplation,  in  the* year  1 761,  when  that 
country  was  invaded  by  the  Spaniards,  to  remove  the  seat 
of  the  Portugueze  government  to  the  Brazils,  and  even 
some  measures  were  taken  to  convey  the  Royal  Family  and 
principal  officers  of  the  Court  across  the  Atlantic.  This 
idea,  however,  vanished  with  the  danger  which  gave  ris© 
to  it.  In  the  administration  of  the  same  nobleman,  these 
colonies  were  freed  ^rom  some  monopolies  and  restraints 
which  had  long  oppressed  them.  At  present  they  did  not 
appear  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  parent  state^  which 
they  accused  of  endeavouring  to  hinder  their  progress  to 
wealth  and  power,  frotn  a  spirit  of  jealousy-   The  colonists. 
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however,  seemed  to  regard  themselves  as  removed  front 
the  state  of  childhood,  and  to  think  that  Portugal  muse 
cither  shift  the  seat  of  government  to  the.  Brazils,  or  leave 
them  in  the  full  possession  of  independence.  They  were 
very  inquisitive  concerning  the  progress  of  the  French  re- 
volution, ami  their  curiosity  implied  they  had  some  thou^rs 
that  such  an  event  might  take  place  among  themselves. 
But  this  was  before  the  bloody  scenes  which  disgraced  that 
revolution  had  disgusted  every  sensible  mind  from  a  desire 
of  following  the  example. 

The  duties  levied  by  the  Portugucze  agents  on  goods 
imported  from  Lisbon  and  Oporto  were  twelve  per  cent- 
ad  valorem. 

At  Lisbon,  the  chief  duties  laid  on  goods  from  the  Bra- 
zils were,  upon  gold  one  per  cent,  coffee  eight;  sugar,  ricc^ 
and  skins,  ten ;  indigo,  twelve ;  and  plank  seventeen  per 
cent ;  and  four  dollars  on  each  pipe  of  rum  consisting  of 
180  gallons. 

All  the  ship  timber,  and  the  red  or  Brazil  Wood,  belong 
to  tlie  Crownj  as  also  one-fifth  of  the  gold  taken  from  the 
mines.  The  diamond  mines  are  exclusively  the  property 
of  the  Government,  and  should  any  diamonds  be  foimd^tn 
a  gold  mine  they  would  instantly  be  seized.  Though  the 
Government  are  said  to  have  greatly  discouraged  all  sorts 
of  manufa£ture,  yet  several  were  established,  and  succeeded, 
and  some  Poriugueze  of  noble  birth  were  concerned  in 
them.  One  of  high  rank,  who  had  been  a  tnilitary  officer^ 
had  recently  set  up  a  rice  work  near  Rio,  in  which  ho 
employed  sixty  slaves.  He  was  very  fond  of  shewing  th# 
mills  by  which  he  separates  the  grain  from  its  covering. 
His  method  appeai-ed  to  be  no  otherwise  rx^markable  thao 
in  his  using  siliceous  sand  in  the  operation,  which  being 
completed,  the  tice  is  cleared  of  the  saAd  hy  sieves.     He 
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)iad  also  bitd  his  eldest  son  to  commeitre,  as  promising  to .  ' 
be  the  best  profession  in  the  firazils.     This  disposition  ap^ 
peared  to  prevail,  for  trade  was  rapidly  rising  above  the  ob^ 
stacles  thrown  in  its  way  from  Portugal;  and  various  me* 
jchanical  professions  were  exercised. 

The  colonists  had  lately  been  prohibited  from  working 
the  gold  of  their  own  mines;  and  the  Government  had 
seized  on  the  tools  made  use  of  by  the  artists  for  that 
purpose. 

The  whole  revenue  of  the  Brazils  does  not  amount  to  . 
a  million  sterling,  and  of  this  one  third  goes  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  Government.  The  taxes  were  heavily  felt» 
especially  in  the  interior  provinces,  where  so  high  were  the 
charges  of  carriage,  that  a  botde  of  port  wipe,  for  instance^ 
cost  ten  shillings. 

Under  such  oppression^  and  with  such  sentiments,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  conspiracy  was  formed  not 
long  since,  at  Minas  Geraes,  which  was  the  more^alarming 
as  some  of  the  chief  persons  in  the  Government,  clergy  as 
well  as  laity,  were  concerned  in  it*  But  the  plot  was 
cruslied  in  the  bud;  one  only  of  the  conspirators  sufiered  *' 
death,  the  rest  being  banished  to  the  Portugueze  settlements  ' 
in  Africa. 

Hovever  difficult  it  may  be  for  the  Portugueze  to  secure 
their  colonies  from  internal  commotions,  they  have  taken  ' 
no  small  pains  to  defend  them  against  foreign  enemies. 

Ac  Rio  several  small  forts  aiKl  batteries,  separated  from 
each  other,  are  so  placed  as  greatly  to  annoy  an  enemy  in 
cndeaorouring  to  enter  the  harbour,  as  also  in  his  attempt<» 
ing  to  land.  And  were  he  to  succeed  in  these  respedls,;hc 
military  force  of  the  country  is  sufficiently  formidable  to 
render  his  enterprize  dangerous. 
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This  force  consists  of  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  two  re- 
giments of  artillery,  six  of  iafantryf  two  batuliofis  of  disci- 
plined militia,  and  above  twobtindred  free  blacky  regularly 
disciplined,  makii^  a  body  of  at  least  iO,OCO  men,  besides 
which  thefre  Is  a  great  number  of  registered  petsons  who 
can  be  called  odt  on  occasion.  The  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
which  is  hardly  a  mile  wide,  is  crossed  in  all  diredions  by 
heavy  batteries.  Outside  the  harbour's  mouth  is  a  bar, 
which,  by  causing  a  great  swell,  Would  gfeatly  incommode 
the  enemy's  shipping.  The  fort  of  Sama  Cruz  fbrms.  the 
chief  defence  of  the  harbour.  It  is  from  twenty- four  to 
thirty  feet  high.  It  has  twenty- three  guns  facing  the  sea, 
and  thitty-three  to  the  West  and  North.  It  is  situated  on 
the  low  point  of  a  rock,  and  is  separated  from  the  main 
body  of  it  by  a  narrow  cut  of  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  in 
breadth.  To  the  East  and  West  it  is  Ranked  by  batteries ; 
and  a^egular  line  of  mu8(}uetry  prote^it  between  the  hills. 
From  the  report  of  the  guns  they  appeared  to  be  not  less 
than  twenty-four  pounders.  But  the  pr^ficipal  defence  of 
the  city  is  the  works  on  Serpent's  Hand. 

l^he  part  fronting  the  town  is  about  eighty  feet  from  the 
water,  and  has  on  it  a  small  fort.  Ths  island  slopes  away 
on  the  eastern  side  to  the  water  side,  and  is  furnished  with 
an  irregular  stoi^e  line,  with  occasional  iflanks.  It  is^  how- 
ever, very  low,  and  has  no  ditch.  The  island  is  ilbout  300 
yards  long,  and  mounts  in  all  fbtty-  six  guns.  Tie  parapet 
wall,  along  the  front  of* the  town,  when  completed,  will 
furnish  a  good  line  for  musquetry  and  Kglit  pieces^ 

The  natural  appearance  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  will  ever 
cdmmand  admiration.  It  presents  bold  features  to  the  eye. 
The  harbour,  mountains,  rocks,  and  forests,  arc  on  a  grand 
scale.     Youthful  vigour  and  freshness  •  charadcrise  its 
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produ^OQS,  and  nothing  in  it  looks  mesigre,  or  hi  a  state  of 
decay. 

According  to  Dodor  Gillan,  <'  the  conical  rocks  at  the 
CffHrance  of  (he  harbour,  and  the  adjacent  hills,  were  of  gra- 
nitCy  having  nothing  remarkable  but  a  large  proportion  of 
feld-spath.  Inside  the  harbour,  on  the  S.  W.  side  was  a 
high  rock,  composed  of  columnar  masses,  resembling  ba- 
salces.  It  rested  on  day.  Of  the  granite  dtere  were  three 
species :  tlie  first,  red,  soft,  and  shivery ;  the  second  a  deep 
bluc^  harder,  and  of  a  closer  texture  ;  and  the  tliird  of  a 
whitish  colour,  containing  a  good  deal  of  mica,  wi^h  little 
feld-spath ;  in  texture  soft,  and  not  capable  of  taking  a  good 
polish." 

The  gentlemen  of  the  embassy  were  allowed  greater  li- 
berty than  is  custoniarily  granted  to  strangers.  The  Vice- 
roy offered  them  every  civility  in  his  power,  and  sent  them 
his  own  barge  to  convey  them  round  the  harbour.  He  re- 
ceived the  Embassador  with  'distinguished  honours,  and 
provided  suitable  accommodations  fer  him  on  shore,  with  a 
proper  guard  to  attend  his  person.  His  Excellency,  who 
had  been  indisposed  at  sea,  soon  recovered ;  and  being  anxi- 
ous to  arrive  at  the  place  of  his  destination,  every  thing 
was  got  ready  with  surprising  dispatch.  Being  thoroughly 
supplied  with  all  sorts  of  necessaries,  the  ships  got  under  * 
weigh  Dec.  7th,  1792. 

In  working  out  of  the  harbour,  it  is  usual  to  take  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  morning,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the 
land.,  and  when  the  mass  of  water  which  had  been  thrown 
into  the  harbour  in  the  night,  retujns again  with  jgreat  force. 
The  course  of  this  reflux  is  along  the  eastern  shore,  and  it 
finally  sets  on  the  point  of  SaniJ^^  Cru2i.  The  Lion  was 
carried  into  the  most  impetuous  part  of  this  stream,  which 
bore  her  w;th  great  velocity  towards  the  rock,  and  so  emi- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


68 


EMBASSY   TO   CHINA. 


nent  was  the  danger,  that  an  Officer  exclaimed,  there  is  an 
end  to  the  exf  edition  !  This,  to  men  who  had  set  their  hearts 
on  the  voyage,  exhibited  a  prosped  the  most  dismal  and 
affll6ling.  The  ship  was  already  in  the  waves  which  dash 
against  the  shore,  when,  luckily,  the  anchor  brought  her  up. 
She  was  then  warped  out  by  boats.  It  appeared  that  the 
rock  was  nearly  peqiiendicular,  and  the  depth  of  water  such, 
that  the  ship  might  have  strtick  her  sides  agaip$t  the  rocl^, 
without  the  keel's  touching  the  bottom. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


rAS8A6£  TO  THE  SOUTHERN   PART   OF   THE  ATLANTIC  AND  OF 
"     .  THE   INDIAN   OCEAN. 

The  ships  pursued  a  southerly  (lire<aion  from  Rio,  till 
they  came  in  37  degrees  of  South  latitude,  where  the  wes- 
terly winds  prevail  in  almost  all  seasons^  and  favodr  a  dmSt 
course  to  Asia.  The  ^inds,  'in  those  latitudes,  are  found 
to  be  both  boisterous  and  Tariabte.  Every  necessary  pre- 
caution, therefore,  was  taken  in  the  last  harbour,  to  put  the 
ships  in  a  condition  to  bear  foul  weather.  .  Vessels  too  fre- 
quently venture  to  sea  ill- prepared  for  storms;  and  conse* 
quently  are  in  great  danger  of  perishing  if  they  meet  with 
bad  weather* 

The  Lion  was  timely  examined  with  great  care  in  every 
part,  and  no  injury,  however  small,  that  had  been  received 
in  the  voyage,  passed  unrepaired.  The  shro.uds,  which  were 
become  slack  by  use  and  heat,  were  set  up  anew ;  some  of" 
<}ie  masts  were  changed,  others  fished,  or  streng!hened  by 
planks,  and  strong  cordage  fastened  round  them.  The  sails 
being  much  worn,  were  replaced  by  new  ones.  These  . 
precautions  were  of  great  service. 

The  gendemen  who  were  unaccustomed  to  a  sea-life, 
were  again  much  ailefted  with  sickness,  by  the  encreased 
agitation  qf  the  waves.  One  of  them,  who  was  also  of 
the  medical  profession,  observed  some  peculiar  circum- 
stances in  his  case,  which  he  thought  worth  describing. 
"  A  reaching  succeeded  a  sickness  in  the  stomach,  when 
he  Yon^itcd  whatever  he  had  swallowed ;  then  green  and 
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afterwards  yellow  bile,  which  was  followed  by  a  thick, 
mucilaginous,  tasteless  fluid,  which  he  conceived  was  the 
gastric  juice,  and  finally  grumous  blood.  Before  he  threw 
up  the  last,  he  felt  a  motion  as  if  his  stomach  were  twisting 
together,  which  he  supposed  produced  the  bleeding.  He 
constantly  felt  a  nausea  in  the  mouth;  the  salivary  glands 
swelled,  and  the  saliva  was  thick  and  vitiated.  The  mind 
grew  indiiferent  to  every  thing,  even  to  existence  itself.  He 
felt  neither  regret  nor  hope;  the  head  was  light  and  sore,  as 
though  its  sutures  were  separated,  attended  with  an  aclnng 
pain  ;  sohietimes  he  felt  violent  heat,  and  at  others  as  ex- 
treme cold.  He  even  thought  there  was  an  inversion  of 
the  peristaltic  motion,  and  that  it  tended  upwards,  from  the 
intestines  to  the  mouth.  He  returned  whatever  he  swal- 
lowed without  its  sufiering  any  change  in  the  stomach ;  and 
the  very  mention  of  food  was  offensive  to  him." 

The  principal  pan  of  the  passengers,  however,  bore  the 
voyage  well,  and'with  good  spirits. 

To  avoid  that  languor,  which  is  apt  to  seize  upon  per- 
sons in  such  a  situation,  for  want  of  employment,  it  was 
deemed  expedient  for  each  to  set  himself  a  task*  The 
youngest  endesrvoured  to  perfe<^  himself  in  the  knowledge 
of  seamanship,  and  the  theory  of  navigation.  He  also  stu- 
died (he  Chinese  language  under  the  interpreters.  Most 
of  t!ie  others  amused  themselves  in  reading;  and  the 
seasons  of  recieation  were  generally  passed  on  the  quarter- 
deck. 

In  a  man  jof  war  great  attention  is  paid  to  the  rank  of  the 
respcdlive  o£Bcers.  The  windward  side  of  the  qjiarter-deck 
is  the  post  of  honour,  and  belongs  to  the  Captain,  Lieu- 
tennnts,  Master,  Surgeon,  Purser,  and  cabin  passengers. 
The  leeward  side  is  appropriated  to  the  inferior  officers. 

In  the  evejoing,  when  the  weather  permitted,  the  band  of 
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hiusic,  belonging  to  the  embassy,  joined  by  some  aoiateura^ 
entertained  a  large  company  almost  with  as  h'ttle  internip* 
tion  as  iii  a  €oncert«room« 

The  business  of  the  ship  .was  condufled  with  litde  noise; 
and  raiely  with  those  imprecations  which  have  usually  been 
thought  necessary  to  coiDmand  obedience.    ' 

The  course  was  continijed  for  some  days  in  the  parallel 
of  37  dcg.  with  a  westerly  breeze.  December  31st,  the 
islands  of  Tristan  d' Acuiiha  appeared,  the  largest  only  be* 
ing  so  called ;  die  others  being  named  the  Inaccessible  and 
Nightingale  Islands. 

The  iirst  seeihs  well  to  deserve  its  appellation,  being  a 
high>  bluffy  and  barren  plain,  about  nine  miles  in  circum- 
ference. A  high  rock  lies  off  from  the  south  end  of  1^. 
The  latitude  is  37  deg.  19  min.  S.  lopg.  n  deg.  50  min. 
W.     It  ^nay  be  seen  twelve  or  fourteen  leagues  off. 

Nightingale  Island  is  of  an  irreguhir  form,  and  hollow 
in  the  middle^  about  eight  miles  in  circumference.  It  is 
«aid  to  have  anchorage  on  the  N,  £.  side.  It  Hes  in  37 
deg.  29  min.  S.  lat*  and  1 1  deg.  48  min.  W.  long,  and- 
may  be  seen  at  tlie  distance  of  seven  or  eight  leagues. 
vTristan  d'Acunha  is  the  largest  of  these  islands,  and  may 
be  seen  at  the  distance  of  twenty^five  leagues.  It  is  about 
fifteen  miles  in  circumference.  The  land  towards  the 
North  rises  apparently  to  a  height  of  about  a  thousand  feet 
from  the  sea.  It  then  runs  &t  towards  the  centre  of  die 
island,  where  a  conical  mouotain  ascends  similar  to  thcPeak 
of  Tenerifle.  The  Lion  came  to  anchor  on  the  nonh 
side,  in  thirty  fathoms  of  water,  a  mile  from  the  shore. 
AU  the  coast  between  the  South  and  the  East  ends  ap- 
pealed to  be  safe  and  steep,  but  off  die  West  point  there  ave 
breakers. 

r 

Tb^  ship  lay  in  a  dark  mass  of  shade,  occasioned  by  the 
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high  land,  which  bore  the  appearance  of  ^a  moss-covett^ 
wall  rising  from  the  sea.  To  the  right  there  Was  a  les^ 
Yapid  elevation,  and  On  the  sea  shor^e  appeared  an  extensivo* 
flaty  covered  with  sedge *grass,  among  which,  grew  some 
small  green  shrubs,  tliat  made  Tt  look  like  a  pleasant  meadowi 
through  which  a  small  stream  descended  to  the  beach. 
Those  who  were  sent  to  examine  this  spot,  reported  that 
the  landing  was  safe,  and  that  the  casks  might  easily  be 
.filled  with  water,  as  they  lay  in  the  boats,  by  means  of  a 
tube.  From  the  plain  to  the  conical  mountain  were 
ridges  covered  with  trees,  tolerably  large  and  high. 

On  the  coast  were  sea-lions  and  seals,  penguins  and  al« 
batrosses.  The  wings  of  one  of  tht  latter  measured  tea 
feet  from  tip  to  tip,  but  it  is  said  that  much  larger  ones  have 
been,  found.  The  coast  was  covered  with  a  broad  sea- 
weed, many  fathoms  in  length,  and  thence  termed  the  gi^ 
pontic  fiicus.  Good  lish  was  caught  4vidi  the  hook  and 
line. 

A  sudden  gust  driving  the  ship  from  her  anchorage,  de* 
»troyed  the  design  that  was  formed  of  explpring  the  islaad 
This  accident  proceeded  from  anchoring  in  twenty  instead 
of  thirty  fathoms.  Some  benefit,  however,  accrued  from 
visiting  this,  place.  It  was  observed  that  the  nrst  position 
'  of  these  islands  i&  about  two  degrees  more  to  the  eastward 
than  where  they  are  laid  down  in  the  chafrts.  Where  the 
Lion  anchored  was  determined  to  be  37  deg.  6  min.  S.  lau 
and  1 1  deg.  43  min.  W.  long.  The  variatioa  of  tbm 
compass  was  7  deg.  W.  from  the  pole.  The  thermome- 
ter stood  at  67  degrees.  It  was,  moreover,  of  service  to 
ascertain  ^  place  of  safe  anchorage,  arui  whei%  there  was 
plenty  of  good  water.  These  islands  merit  a  more  exa<^ 
enquiry,  as  they  are  not  fifty  leagues  out  of  the  track  of 
ships  bound  from  Europe  to  China  and  Coromandel.     Xn 


Digitized 


by  Google 


JtMBASSY    TO    CHINA,    r    ,  73 

timfe.of  war,  it  would  furnish  a  good  place  to  rendezvous 
at ;  and  when  great  dispatch  is  required,  it  is  easy  to  coinc 
direS  from  England  hiihcr,  wiihoijl  pr<?viously  stopping 
at  any  place,  and  from  hence  to  the  end  of  the  voyage. 

The  islands  lie  about  fifteen  hundred  miles  (rdm  any  land 
to  the  westward  or  the  northward,  flow  far  their  bases 
extend  beneath  the  surface  of  tfie  sea  is  impossible  to  ascer-^ 
tain.  It  is  reported,  that  to  the  eastward  there  are  sma^ 
islands  differing  Iktle  from  them  in  latitude,  ars  Gough  and 
Alvarez  islands,  with  the  Marsouines,  and  extensive  shoals 
stretching  easterly  several  degrees  from  the  southern  ex  re - 
mily  of  the  African  coast;  and  it  is  plausibly  conjcilured, 
that  these  compose  a  chain  of  subaqueous  and  supera-- 
queous  mountains,  all  connedlcd  together  at  their  bases. 

It  has  been  in  contemplation  twice  to  form  a  settlement 
at  Tristan  d'Acunha,  but  the  scheme  remains  to  be  execut- 
ed. The  one  thought  of  making  it  a  mart  for  exchanging 
the  manufactures  of  Hiiidostan  for  the  silver  of  Spanish 
America ;  the  other  meant  it  merely  as  a  proper  place,  to 
ivy  and  prepare  the  furs  of  the  sea- lions  and  seals,  and  to 
extradl  the  spermaceti  from  the  white  whale,  and  the  bonei 
and  oil  of  the  black  whale.  Abundance  of  both  sons  of 
these  fish  are  seen  hereabouts,  especially  about  sun-set ;  their 
huge  curved  backs  looking  like  small  islands  in  the  midst  of 
the  sea.  The  sword  fish  was  also  often  seen.  A  Spanish 
brig,  bound  for  the  River  de  la  Plata,  w^as  the  only  vessel, 
seen  between  Rio  and  Tristan  d'Acunha. 

On  the  5th  January,  1 793,  the  Lion  crossed  the  meridian 
of  Xiondon,  though  distant  from  that  place  about  90  deg. 
of  latitude.  ' 

According  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  •*  in  the  whole  of 
the  passage  from  Rio,  and  even  to  within  four  ijegrCes  of 
ihe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a  constant  current  sec  to  the 
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S.  E.  The  ships  dW  not  approach  nearer  to  the  Capo 
than  ninety  leagues.  When  opposite  to  it,  they  steered 
inore*  southerly  for  the  latitude  of  40  degrees  S.  to  avoid 
certain  shoals  laid  down  in  the  charts  of  Mn  Dalrymple, 
and  some  islands  lying  near  the  track  to  China.  Having 
attained  to  within  two  hundred  leagues  of  the  islands  of 
-St.  Paul  and  Amsterdam,  the  ships  again  made  for  the  lati- 
tude of  38  degrees,  40  min.  S.  and  continued  therein  till 
those  islands  app^red,  which  was  the   1st  of  February, 

'  *^  During  this  last  passage  great  numbers  of  birds  and  fish 

were  seen,  and  whales  almost  every  day.  In  the  high 
southern  passage,  about  41  deg.  S.  latitude,  the  wind  blew 
strong  between  the  N,  W.  and  the  S.  VV*  The  first  producd 
fogs  and  rain,  and  the  latter  clear,  but  cold  weather.  To 
the  eastward  of  Madagascar,  a  violent  gale  blew  in  all  di- 
i^eftions,  which  occasioned  such  a  confused  sea,'  that  the 
ship  laboured  much,  the  gunwale  and  part  of  the  quarter- 
deck frequently  rolling  under  water,  and  the  masts  form- 
ing <in  angle  of  about  50  degrees  with  the  horizon.  This 
"was  attended  with  a  great  swell  from  the  S.  W.  tlirough- 
out  the.  passage  • .  W  hen  the  ships  were  about  thirty  leagues 
to  the  westward  of  St.  Paul  and  Anisterdatn,  a  few  seals 
h-  and  penguins  were  seen.     The  tides  or  currents  were  fre- 

quent, insomuch  that   the  observation  of  one  day  gave 
.  twenty  miles  northing.     The  same  evening  it  was  found 

that  the  current  set  due  south  near  a  mile  an  hour." 

The  way  of  discovering  the  drift  of  a  current  at  sea  is 
by  sending  out  a  bodt  at  a  distance  from  the  ship,  and 
letting  down  an  iron  pot  to  a  depth  of  about  two  hundred 
fathoms,  and  the  boat  is  thereby  kept  from  any  progressive 
motion,  as  currents  are  seldom  found  at  a  greater  depth  than 
ten  fathoms.    A  light  body»  too  thin  to  be  a<^ed  oa  by  die 
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wind,  is  then  thrown  out  on  the  sea,  and  if  it  raovds,  the 
tendency  and  velocity  are  accurately  observed  and  rnear 
aured. 

At  this  time  tlie  weather  was  seasonably  warm,  it  being 
a  part  of  summer  in  this  hemisphere;  so  different  are  nor- 
thern ideas  from  southern  situations. 

The  islands  of  St.  PauLand  Amsterdam  lie  in  the  sam^ 
degree  of  longitude,  the  one  about  seventeen  miles  north 
of  the  other.      The  Dutch  are  said  to  have  called  the 
northernmost  island  Amsterdam,  and  Captain  Cook  h^ 
adopted  dxeir  distindion;  most'odier  Englisli  navigators, 
however,  call  the  soutl>crnmost  island  Amsterdam,  and  the- . 
other  St.  Paul.     The  first,  to  which  the  Lion  approached 
nearest,  is  high  land,  apparendy  barren  and  without  trees* 
In  several  places  smoke  appealed,  and  as  the  ship  came  near^ 
two.human  beings  were  seen  waving  a  handkerchief  tied  to  a 
pole,  and  running  along  the  clifis,  seemingly  to  keep  up  with 
the  ship.    It  being  conjedlured  that  these  were  the  survivors 
of  some  shipwreck,  a  boat  was  sent  to  bring  theiU  off,  but 
it  was  inipossible  for  hex  to  reax:h  the  shore,  owing  to  the 
violence  of  the  surge.     The  ships  proceeded  till  they  came 
to  the  eastern  side  of  the  island,  where  the  land  appeared  to- 
be  indented  in  the  form  of  an  inverted  cone,  at  thb  fopt  of 
which  was  ^  cove,  having  a  narrow  passage  to  the  sea. 
The  Lion  cast  anchor  opposite  this  passage  in  twenty- five 
fathoms  of  water,  and  sent  a  boat  into  the  cove.     Here 
the  gentlemen  from  the  ship  were  received  by  ihe  two  men 
already  mentioned,  and  three  others,  the  principal  of  whom 
Jave  the  following  relation : 

He  said  that  two,  with  himself,  were  Frenchmen,  and 
the  others  were  natives  of  England,  who  had,  however, 
usually  sailed  from  Boston  jn  America.  That  they  havl 
all  sailed  from  the.  Isk  of  France  in  a  vessel  belonging 
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to  some  Frenchmen  and  Americans,  and  were  kfi  here 
aboOt  five  monihs  before,  to  provide  twenty-five  thousand 
seal-skius  for  sale  at  Canton,  which  they  were  in  hopes  of 
completing  in  about  ten  months  more,  having  nO\y  by  them 
near  eight  thousand.  The  vessel  was  gone  to  Nootka 
Sound',  on  the  ^.  W.  coast  of  America,. to  procure  sea- 
otter  skins,  and  tlien  to  call  for  the  seal-skias  at  this  place, 
v  i(h  Kliich  to  proceed  to  the  Chinese  market. 

The  people  of  China  are  possessed  of  a  peculiar  method 
of- dressing  seal -skins,  taking  away  the  long  coarse  hair, 
leaving  only  tlie  hiore  downy  part,  and  also  of  making  the 
skin  thin  and  pliant.  The  price  of  these  skins  at  Canton 
varied  from  one  to  three  dollars,  or  above,  according  to 
the  quality  and  demand.  This  tfade  appeared  to  be  worth 
pursuing.  The  principal  pepson  of  this  cpmpany,  whose 
nii'me  wis  Perron,  had  a  share  in  the  adventure,  but  those 
with  him  were  paid  for  what  they  caught.  They  killed 
ihc  seals  as  they  lay  on  the  shore  basking  in  the  sun.  As 
they  wanted  tlicir  skins  only,  they  left  the  carcasses  to 
putrify,  by  which  a  shocking  spCiSlacle  vt^as  presented  to 
the  view  everv  where,  besides  the  air  being  rendereil  ex- 
ceedingly oficnsive.  The  people  thus  employed  appeared 
filihy  and  squalid :  yet  none  of  them  seemed  desirous  of 
leaving  the  place  till  the  business  was  finished ;  and  one 
of  the  Englishmen  had  been  there  before  on  the  same  em- 
ployment The  seals  are  more  numerous  here  in  the 
summer  than  in  the  winter,  as  in  the  latter  season  they 
remain  in  deep  warqr  and  beneath  the  weeds.  In  the  sum- 
mer they  come  ashore  in  flocks  of  eight  hundred  or  a  thou- 
sand a!  a  lime,  of  which  alJout  one  hundred  were  killed 
in  a  day.  What  little  of  the  oil  was  extracted,  served 
these  people  for  butter,  and  they  had  not  conveniences  for 
collecting  any  quantity.     The  seal  lierc  is  tht  ff A cca  w?4;^w 
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of  Linnaeus.  The  female  generally  weighs  from  seventy 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  is  from  three  to 
^ve  feet  in  length,  but  the  male  is  much  larger.  They 
are  far  from  being  shy,  oftentimes  standing  on  the  rocka 
in  a  menacing  posture,  but  a  blow  on  the  nose  with  a  stick 
Iciits  them  at  once.  More  than  thirty  females  come  on 
shore  to  one  male  ;  whether  there  is  really  such  a  dispro- 
portion between  the  sexes,  or  the  males  remain  iu  the  deep, 
is  as  yet  unknown.  Great  numbers  of  sea-lion^  come 
ashore  in  winter,  some  eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  make  a  ' 
hideous  noise :  and  even  the  mournful'  howl  of  the  seals 
may  be  heard  a  mile  from  the  shore.  Both  these  animals 
are  supposed  to  be  less  numerous  here  since  the  place  has 
been  visited  for  their  skins. .  In  winter  whales  abound  on 
this  coast,  but  in  summer  they  go  off  into  deeper  water. 

The  cove  near  which  the  adventurers  had  tl;keir  habita- 
tion, was  nearly  of  an  elliptical  form :  next  the  sea  there  was 
a  low  stony  bank,  having  in  the  middle  a  shallow  opening  to 
the  sea.  The  land  suddenly  rises  from  the  bason,  all  round 
it,  at  least  as  high  as  seven  hundred  feet,  and  is  of  such 
a  steepness  as  to  form  an  angle  with  the  horizon  of  near 
65  degrees.  The  extreme  diameter  stretching  along  the 
surface  of  die  water  in  the  cove  was  about  11 00  yards, 
and  theshortest  850.  The  circumference  around  ihe  water's 
edge  was  about  3000  yards.  On  all  sides  of  the  covp,  near 
the  edge  of  the  water,  were  springs  of  hot  water.  The, 
thermometer,  which  in  the  air  stood  at  62  dcg.  on  being 
put  into  one  of  these,  rose  instanriy  to  196  cleg,  in  another 
to  204 ;  and  on  applying  the  bulb  to  a  crevice,  from  whicli 
flowed  a  small  stream,  it  ascended  in  less  than  a  minute  to 
the  boiling  point.  On  various  trials,  it  appeared  that  the 
general  standard  of  heat  was  that  of  212  dcg.  on  placing 
tJiC'bidb  of  the  ihcrmomcter  to  ihe  opening  from  \*  hence 
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the  areacn  iwued,  and  that  if  tlie  water  was  coUcdcd  in  a 
reservoir  round  the  spring,  it  would  conti&ue  at  204  deg. 
In  the  cove  were  abundance  of  tenci^  bream,  and  perch ; 
and  a  person  having  caught  some  of  these  with  a  hook  and 
liue,  might  at  the  same  instant  drop  them  into  the  hoc 
spring,  where  they  were  completely  boiled  and  fit  for  eating 
in  fifteen  minutes.  This  was  experienced  with  much  plea- 
sure by  some  gentlemen,  from  die  ships.  In  some  places 
luxuriantly  grew  great  quantities  of  tlie  mosses  called  mar- 
cliantia  and  ly^opodium,  from  amidst  which  proceeded 
abundance  of  smoke.  Part  of  this  moss  being  taken  offf 
a  hot  mud  was  found»  which  caused  the  diennometer  ta 
ascend  to  the  boiling  point.  On  holding  the  ear  ck>se  to 
the  ground,  a  noise  was  heard  like  that  of  boiling  water. 
Veins  oi  virtrified  matter  were  frequently  observed  running 
perpendicularly  from  the  water^side,  through  substances 
that  liud  suffered  the  adion  of  fire  without  being  fused; 
«and  in  some  of  the  rocks  were  found  pieces  of  zeolite  of 
great  beauty. 

Near  the  causeway  is  an  insulated  cbnicaU  rock,  com- 
posed of  layers  of  matter  in  an  liorizontal  diie&ion,  some 
almost  viciified^and  all  exiiibiiing  the  operation  of  fire. 
Indeed,  every  appearance  tended  to  prove  the  asseaion  of 
Dr.  Gillan,  tliai  *^  this  island  was  produced  by  a  subterra- 
neous fire,  and  had  all  the  characteristics  of  volcanic  erup* 
tioo.  On  the  west  and  south-west  sides,  were  four  small 
regular  cones,  having  craters  in  the  middle,  in  which  the 
lava  and  <.ther  volcanic  matter  evidently  appeared  to  be 
lately  forn.ed,  and  the  heat  is  so  great,  and  such  abundance 
of  elastic  vapours  proceed  through  numerous  fissures,  that 
undoubtedly  they  must  very  recently  have  been  in  a  state  of 
eruption.  The  thermometer  placed  on  the  surface  rose 
to  180  degrees,  and  oii  being  immersed  in  the  ashes,  it  ad^ 
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Vanccdto2i2  degrees,  and  it  would  have  ascended  still 
higher,  had  there  not  been  a  fear  lest  the  glass  should  have 
burst  from  the  encreased  expansion  of  the  quicksilver. 
The  grouml  trembled  beneath  the  feet,  a  stone  cast  with 
Tioience  upon  it  reverberated  a  hollow  sound,  and  the  heat 
was  so  great,  that  the  foot  could  not  be  kept  a  quarter  of  a 
minute  in  one  place  without  being  scorched.  The  great 
crater,  oa  the  eastern  side,  which  fe  now  full  of  water,  is  of 
a  prodigi6us  size,  and  in  all  probability  larger  than  any  in 
the  world  From  snch  an  orifice,  the  quantity  of  matter 
extruded  must  have  been  truly  astonishing.  This  crater 
is  evidently  of  a  remote  antiquity.  The  lava  around  it  has 
mouldered  into  dust,  and  the  decompositiori  has  furnished 
a  soil  for  the  long  grass  which  grows  on  the  sides  of  the 
crater. 

**  The  fibrous  roots  of  this  grass,  blended  in  a  decaying 
state  with  a  vegetable  mould,  composed  of  putrified  leaves 
and  stalks',  have  produced  a  layer  soil  of  considerable  depth  , 
throughout  die  island ;  but  it  is  of  a  light  spongy  nature, 
having  in  tnany  places  deep  furrows,  caused  by  the  summer 
raiiis  and  the  melting  of  th^  winter  snow.  These  furrows 
form  in  some  parts  natural  reservoirs,  into  which  the  water 
flows  fi-om  the  adjacent  grounds.  These  receptacles  are 
nearly  covered  by  the  long  grstss,  which  hinders  jhe  water 
from  being  evaporated  by  the  solar  heat.  The  largest  of 
them,  however,  does  not  contain  more  than  four  hogsheads 
of  water,  and  there  is  none  else  to  be  had  except  ip  springs 
issuing  from  the  sides  of  the  large  crater.^ 

The  soil  is  very  troublesome  to  walk  on,  from  the  light* 
nets  of  its  texture,  and  the  numerous  holes  formed  in  it  by 
the  sea  birds  for  nests.  About  the  middle  of  the  island 
there  is  a  spot  where  peculiar  caution  is  requisite  in  walk- 
mg.    The  heat  is  too  iotense  to  admit  of  vegetation.    A 
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sort  of  mud  covers  the  surface,  which  is  composed  of  tbl 
ashes  moistened  by  the  steam  constantly  issuing  from  bc<* 
neath.     On  removing  this  mud,  a  copious  and  violent  va- 
pour bursts  forth ;  and  the  mud  is  so  hot  that  a  gentieman' 
incautiously  stepping  into  it  had  his  foot  severely  scalded. 
The  same  want  of  vegetation,  arising  from  the  same  causes* 
is  found  on  the  four  cones  above  mentioned.     Ashes  only 
are  found  upon  them,  nor  does  the  surrounding  lava  furnish 
the  slightest  appearance  of  moss.     But  on  the  perpendicular 
edges  of  the  large  crater  some  long  moss  was  s^n.     All 
the  hot  springs,  but  one,  were  of  a  brackish  taste.     The 
water  which  issues  from  a  spring  tlutt  rises  in  the  high 
ground  of  the  crater,  does  not  boil  upwards  through  the 
stones  and  mud  as  in  the  others,  but  runs  down  with  great 
force  in  a  small  stream.    The  tjemperature  of  this  water  was 
not  more  than  1 12  degrees,  and  the  hanfl  could  be  home 
in  it  for  a  considerable  time.     It  is  a  chalybeate;  and  the 
sides  of  the  rock  .'whence  it  flows  are  encrusted  with  ochre. 
The  men   who  resided  on  the  island  made  u^e  of  this 
water,  and  felt  no  inconvenience  from  ir.     The  crater  ap- 
pears to   have  been  originally  a  circle,  but  die  sea  h:is 
encroached  upon  it  on  the  eastern  side,  where  the  flood  tide 
beats  with  violence.     The  edge  of  the  crater  on  that  side, 
consisting  of  rocky  lava,  has  fallen  down.     The  water  in 
the  crater  is  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  feet  deep,  and  the 
whole  height  of  the  crater  about  nine  hundred  feet.  The  rocks 
which  form  the  upper  ridge  of  this  crater  are  the  highest  pans 
of  the  island,  which  appear  to  have  been  produced  by  tlic 
incited  lava  issuing  down  from  hence.     There  is,  accord- 
ingly, a  gradual  slope  from  the  edge  of  tlic  crater  to  the 
sea,,  and  notwithstanding  the  irregularity  of  the  lava  close 
to  the  crater,  it  becomes  more  uniform  at  a  greater  dls- 
Unce,  lying  in  regular  layers,  vich  a  gradual  descent  dowu 
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kt  (he  sea.  This  regularity  is  moA  ob^rvaUe  oh  the  west 
fcide,  where  ihey  abruptly  terminate  in  a  precipice.  The 
several  eruptions  thai  have  .happened  appear  distindlly 
narked  by  rego^r  division^  between  'the  different  layers, 
the  glassy  lacing  the  lowest,  theii  the  compa£k,  next  the 
tcellular,  the  volcanic  ashes  and  other  substances  over  that, 
md  lastly,  vegetable  moohl  covering  the  whole.  ^ 

At  night  sevetal  fires  were  seen  from  the  ship*s  d6clc^ 
^n-oceeding  out  of  crevices  of  the  eanh,  somewhat  resem- 
bling, but  in  greater  proportion,  the  no£hjrnal  flames  ^t 
Pietra  Mala,  in  the  mountains  between  Florence  aifd 
fiologna,  or  the  coal-pits  which  took  fire  near  Bradley,  in 
Lrancatishire.  In  the  day  time  only  smoke  could  be  olf>* 
served. 

Amsterdam  Islaind  lies  in  38  deg.  42  min.  S.  lat.  and 
^rC'^eg.  54  ittin.  E.  lotig.  The  variation  of  the  compass 
In  the  great  crater  was  I9  deg.  ^o  min.  W.  of  the  pole. 
Fahfenheit*s  thermotneter  was  about  62  degirees.  The 
island  is  near  four  miles.  long  from  north  to  south,  and 
about  two  miles  bfoad  from  ez;«t  to  west,  and  its  circum*- 
jference  eleven  miles.  It  is  only  accessible  on  the  east  side, 
where  the  gre^tt  <^rater  has  formed  a  harbour,  the  entrance 
of  which  is  deepening  continuaHy,  and,  with  some  labour, 
might  be  made  to  admit  gf  large  .ships.  The  tides  rise  to 
eight  or  nine  feet  at  full  and  change  of  the  moon,  <and  run 
in  and  but  of  the  harbour 'at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an 
hour.  Their  dir^ftion  is  S.  E.  by  S.  and  N.  E.  by  N'^ 
and  a  northerly  wind  makes  the  highfest  tides.  The  depth 
of  water  near  the  edge  of  the  crater  is  eight  or  ten  fa- 
thoms. 

The  Englishman,  who  had  been  on  the  island  before, 
Reported  that  the  weather  was  unfaVonrablc  in  the  winter. 
In  the  summer  he  said  it  was  very  fine,  and  the  easterljT , 
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winds  unusual ;  but  the  winter  was  always  stormy,  witk 
hail  and  sn^w,  and  th^  winds  blowing  constantly  from  the 
N.  W.  or  S,  W.  produced  a  great  swell.  At  this  period 
a  whirlwind  would  sometimes  sweep  off  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  the  crater,  and  elevate  ii  in  sheets  to  the  top  of  the 
surrounding  heights. 

The  vessel  which  brought  the  present  inhabitaats,  ia 
September  preceding,  continued  either  at  i^nchor  or  in  the 
offing  for  two  months;  and  in  all  that  time  a  boat  could 
only  land  but  twice ;  in  consequence  of  which  they^muA 
have  perished  for  wane  of  provisions,  had  uot  the  isiaod 
supplied  them  with  fish  and  fowl.  What  they  most  needed 
was  vegetable  food,  to  procure  which  they  had  planted 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables  round  their  hut^  wliich  ma) 
perhaps  be  of  service  to  ships  touching  here. 

The  sea  abounds  with  excellent  fish,  especially  a  sort  of 
cod.  Cray-fish  was  so  plenty,  that  at  low  water  they  might 
be  taken  by  the  hand  on  the  bar,  wlych  lies  across  the  cn» 
trance  into  the  crater.  The  people  in  the  ships  took  them 
by  lowering  baskets,  with  bait  of  shark's  flqsh,  into  the  sea, 
and,  on  drawing  them  up  again,  they  were  half-filled  widi 
cray-fish.  This  was  rather  extraordinary^  as  sharks  and 
dog-fish  abound  in  the  same  place.  One  of  the  former 
was  caught,  which  measured  eleven  feet  in  length,  and  near 
five  in  circumference.  An  entire  penguin  was  found  in 
his  maw,  which  animal  is  classed  by  naturalists  among 
birds,  though  it  certainly  is  of  the  fishy  tribe,  as  appears  by 
its  frequent  residence  in  th^  water,  by  its  feathers  icsembling 
scales,,  and  its  wings  being  like  fiTns.  The  species  here  h 
that  distinguished  by  Linnaeus  by  die  name  of  chrysocoma^ 
having  two  semicircles  of  yellow  feathers  over  the  eyes. 

Not  one  of  all  the  birds  that  visit  this  spot  is  common 
to  the*  same  degree  of  latitude  in  the  nonhem  hemisphejc. 
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There  arc  several  species  of  the  albatross,  one  of  which, 
distinguished  b^rthe  najne  of  exulans,  was  found  to  have  a 
tongue  as  long  as  half  the  length  of  the  bill,  contrary  to  the 
description  of  naturalists,  who  have  ascribed  to  it  only  the 
rudiments  of  a  tongue.  The  yellow  billed  albatross  is  less 
tlian  this ;  but  the  brown  albatross  is  larger.  One  of  t}\t 
latter  weighed  sixteen  pounds,  the  expansion  of  its  wings 
measured  nine  feet,  and  it  had  very  thick  plumage  on  the 
breast.  The  albatross  raises  himself  with  ()iijBculty  into  the . 
air ;  being  obliged  either  to  start  from  a  precipice,  or  to 
run  for  some  time  to  acquire  a  sufficient  impetus  to  get  on 
the  wing,  and  when  in  the  water,  he  makes  many  attempts 
before  he  can  ris^  out  of  it. 

There  is  another  large  bird  common  here,  called  the  great 
black  petrel,  or  the  procellaria  equino^ialis  of  Linpa&ua* 
This  bird  always  attacks  the  albatross  when  on  the  wing^ 
but  quits  him  as  soon  as  he  takes  to  the  water.  This  is  a 
fierce  and  voracbus  bird ;  but  one  of  them  soon  became 
l^me  on  board  the  Lion,  eating  quietly  any  sort  of  garbage, 
and  taking  great  delight  in  waging  himself  in  a  tub  of 
sea-water.  This  petrel  is  also  a  destrudive  enemy  to  the 
blue  petrel  of  Amsterdam,  of  which  it  devot^r^  only  the 
heart  and  liver.  The  mangled  remains  of  hundreds  of 
these  viSims  were  found.on  the  island.  In  order  to  avoid 
their  destroyer,  these  birds  hide  themselves  under  ground, 
but  are  often  discovered  by  their  noise.  They  come  out 
in  the  night,  but  as  th6y  fly  towards  any  light,  they  are  ea* 
wly  taken  by  the  seal-catchers,  who  light  up  torches  for 
the  purpose.  These  men  thought  their  food  very  good. 
This  bird  is  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon.  There  is  mother 
petrel  here,  smaller,  and  of  a  darker  colour;  it  is  called  by 
the  sailors  Mother  Gary's  chicken,  and  is  often  seen  oh 
the  sea  in  bad  weather,  from  which  it  is  named  die  stormy 
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^oitny  petrel.  But  die  most  beautiful  bird  that  visits  Am- 
sterdam is  the  Uema  trin€fi(f§^  or  silver  bird,  which  is  of  the 
Wgncss  of  a- large  swallow,  having  aito  a  tail  like  it;  its 
bin  and  legs  are  of  a  bright  crimson,  wirh  a  white  beHj, 
and  blueish  ash^coloured  wings.  It  feeds  chiefly  on  small 
fish.  One  of  them  being  sliot  flying,  had  in  its  bill  a  fish 
of  about  three  inches  long  These  birds  fly  in  considerable 
numbers ;  and  when  a  young  one  was  taken  the  rest  kept 
hovering  around  the  captor,  making  a  noise,  and  endeavour* 
ing  to  Korce  away  the  captive  from  him. 

The  party  who  made  the  tour  of  the  island  were  accom- 
panied by  Perron,  the  principal  of  the  adventurers  then 
residing  here,  he  being,  the  only  one  who  knew  the  path 
that  led  up  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  even  to  ascend  that  way 
was  attended  with  great  labour  and  hazard.  Above  it 
is  a  level  of  about  a  mite  in  extent ;  the  ground  then  slopes 
away  ^dually  to  within  fifty  yards  of  the  sea,  where  it 
ends  abruptly  in  a  precipice,  having  only  one  communi- 
cation from  below,  by  which  the  seal-catchers  pass  to  the 
shore,  when  the  seals  are  driven  by  the  wind  from  the  op- 
posite side.  On  tlieir  return  the  party  perceived  that  the 
ships  were  preparing  for  sailing,  and  they  had  the  morti- 
'  fication  to  find  that  during  their  absence  their  obliging  guide 
had  been  deprived  of  a  quantity  of  skinsi  which  had  been 
obtained  of  the  other  seal-catchers,  by  some  of  the  people 
belonging  to  the  ships,  for  spirituous  liquors.  Sir  Erasmus 
Gower  being  informed  of  the  faift,  was  greatly  exasperated 
a,t  this  perfidious  condud,  and  caused  a  general  search  to 
be  made  for  the  skins.  Some  of  them  were  found,  but 
as  the  ships  were  under  sail  they  could  not  be  retiimed, 
and  therefore  it  was  proposed  to  leaye  them  at  Cat^toa« 
This  design  w^s  afterwards  frustra^ted. 
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The  Island  of  St.  Paul  difiered  much  from  Amster- 
dam. It  had  no  high  land,'  or  any  of  a  conical  figure, 
and  it  was  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs.  It  was  said  to 
have  plenty  of  fresh  water,  but  there  was  no  |;ood  ancho« 
rage  near  it|  and  the  landing  was  difficult. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

STRAITS  OF  8UNDA.      BATAVIA,  AKD  BAUTAM,  IN  THE  ISLAWO 
OF  JAVA.'    PASSAGE   THROUGH   THE  STRAITS  OF  BAKKA  TO 
'    PULO  CONDORE. 

'  The  ships  were  still  far  to  the  southward  of  thcdircft 
track  pursued  by  ships  bound  to  Europe  from  China,  aud 
as  the  Embassador  wis  .anxious  to  be  informed  what  im- 
pression the  intelligence  of  the  embassy  had  made  there,  an 
oblique  course  was  shaped  to  the  N.  £.  in  order  to  get  into 
the  Straits  of  Sunda,  where  there  was  a  probability  of 
meeting  with  vessels  from  thence.  In  taking  this  direflion 
the  wind  was  at  first  variable,  but  at  length  shifted  to  a 
favourable  point,  so  that  the  Lion  sailed  not  less  than  two 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  miles  in  one  day.  ' 

While  the  wind  blew  fresh,  the  weather  was  ple^ant, 
though  the  sun  was  vertical.  The  tropic  birds  were  again 
seen,  the  porpoises  played  on  the  waters,  and  the  flying  fish 
fled  in  great  numbers  between  their  enemies  of  the  air  and 
sea.     Several  water-spouts  were  also  seen. 

The  ships  spread  at  a  great  distance  frpm  each  other,  for 
the  better  chance  of  descrying  any  vessel  that  might  be  bound 
for  Europe.  In  expeflation  of  such  a  meeting  most  persons 
provided  themselves  with  letters  for  their  friends,  an  emv 
ploy men^^  which  renewed  all  the  tender  sentiments  of  friend- 
ship and  aflTeflion.  By  an  over-eagerness  of  malcing  the 
desired  discovery  the  two  ships  lost  sight  of  each  other, 
and  each  steered  diredUy  for  North  Island,  in  the  Straits  of 
Sunda. 
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Tlie  usual  consequence  of  a  long  continuance  at-sea  now 
appeared  in  the  scorbutic  symptoms  which  af{e£ted  both 
crews,  though  they  had  a  free  allowance  of  pickles  widi 
their  food,  and  an  occasional  distribution  of  essence  of  malt, 
brides  a  liberal  indulgence  in  the  article  of  tobacco.  Ex- 
pe£bitions  were  formed,  that,  on  getting  into  the  twentieth 
degree  of  south  latitude,  and  the  hundredtli  of  east  longitude, 
the  usual  signs  of  neighbouring  land  would  have  dp* 
peared,  as  Cloac*s  Island  a^d  the  Trial  Rocks,  which  in 
some  charts  are  placed  hereabouts ;  but  no  such  appearances  « 
were  seen  till  they  came  within  seven  degrees  of  the  lati- 
tude of  the  line,  and  a  little  above  103  deg.  of  E.  lonf  • 
when  they  saw  a  small  island,  supposed  to  be  Clap[>'ft 
Island.  The  day  following,  being  February  25th,  ap- 
peared the  westernmost  poiut  of  the  Island  of  Java^  and 
coon  after,  Prince'^  Island,  in  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of 
Sunda. 

.  These  straits  are  formed  by  the  S.  E.  end  of  Sumatra, 
and  by  the  N.  W.  of  Java,  the  channel  being  spotted  with 
numerous  small  isles,  and  the  whole  exhibiting  a  picture 
full  of  beauty.  1  he  two  large  islands  just  mentioned  are 
low  near  the  shore,  biit  rise  gradually  from  thence,  ilisplay- 
ing  every  variety  of  situation  and  verdure.  Some  of  the 
small  isles  have  steep  naked  sides-,  particularly  one  in  the 
middle^  called  by  the  English  Thwart-thc-way,  and  two 
others  named>the  Cap  and  Button ;  hut  the  others  are  mostly 
flat,  on  beds  of  coral,  and  covered  with  trees.  These 
islands  are,  for  ihe  most^part,  covered  with  shrubSery  to, 
the  sea-side,  beyond  which  are  shoals  on  which  numbers 
of  small  animals  are  busied  in  framing  nests  of  stone* 
These  habitations  rise  gradually  above  the  surface  of  the 
viratcr,  iiU,  by  the  adhesion  of  vegetable  substances,  from 
vhence  proceed  sluubs  and  irees^  they  become  new  islands^ 
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or  enlarge  tbe  mtc  of  otters.  It  k  fJeasihg  to  ob66f?e  iEi 
wisdom  of  Nature  in  thus  accomplishing  the  same  end,  ia 
different  parts,  bjr  various  means;  such  as  ^tablishing  the 
granite  base  of  tbe  Braftils,  the  throwing  up  by  a  ▼olcanic 
eruption  the  Island  of  Amsterdam,  and  in  continuing  to  add 
new  isles  in  the  Straits  of  Sunday  by  tte  labour  of  mere 
trifling  animalsw 

At  North  Island,  which  was  thus  prodticed,  the  Lion 
found  ihs  Hiudostan  lying  at  anchor.  She  had  met  near 
the  Straits  an  East^India  ship,  bound  home  from  China^ 
which  had  brought  dispatched  for  the  Embassador  from 
tbe  Commissioners  at  Canton,  and^  after  waiting  ten  days  at 
batavia,  had  left  them  there.  The  voyage  from  hence  to 
thlit  (dace  was  extremely  pleasant.  The  sea,  which  was 
kmoQth,  was  beautifully  decked  with  dustres  of  coral 
islands,  the  substance  of  which  is  rocky ;  but  sometimes 
great  quantities  of  zoophytes  were  dragged  from  the  sea, 
some  fleshy,  and  some  of  a  texture  like  leathen  The  coral 
was  in  vast  masses,  and  abounding  in  diflPerent  species,  as 
the  inadrepora,  rtilipora,  and  tubipora^  variously  shaped 
and  coloured,  though  none  were  red^  except  the  tubipora 
musica. 

Of  the  different  fish  which  abound  in  diese  straits,  a 
great  part  are  never  found  but  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea» 
the  greatest  quantity  of  whith  being  the  sea  urchin,  star^ 
.fish,  and  hoHthuria.  Others  are  almost  stationary,  bring 
Inclosed  in  a  bivalve  ^hell,  and  bt^dded  in  a  mass  of  rock« 
where  they  receive  whatever  prey  die  waycs  wash  towards 
Iheni.  .  Many  of  the  coral  rocks  on  the  surface  were  so 
small  as  only  to  contain  one  stem  similar  to  a  vesseFs  mast  { 
and  at  a  distance  the  number  of  these  gave  them  tbe  ap- 
pearance of  a  flet-t  of  ships.  The  Lion  and  Hindostan 
anchored  for  one  night  amid  a  cluster  of  these,  called  the 
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*nioutoncl  Fslands,  So  clear  was.the  sky,  that  the  stats  of 
the  two  first  magnitudes  might  be  distinSly  observed' lising 
from  or  descending  below. the  horizon,  and  their  ampli- 
tudes be  taken  with  aS  hiUch  acCufacy  as  of  the  sun 
Or  moon.  The  constellations  of  the  southern  hemisphere, 
the  Centaur,  Cross,  and  Argo,  illuii^nated  the  firmaircnt 
more  brillantly  than  any  in  the  high  northern  latitudes. 

On  the  6th  of  March  the  ships  arrived  at  Batavia.  which 
Res  in  6  dcg.  lo  min.  S.  lat.  and  io6.  deg.  51  min.  E  long, 
the  variation  of  the  compass  about  half  a  degree  W.  There 
.are  several  shoals  in  the  passage  to  Batavi  i,  and  on  some 
of  them  beacons  are  placed;  but  there  are  some  wliich  are 
hot  so  much  as  mentioned  in  the  early  Dutch  marine  chartt, 
and  are  supposed  to  be  coralline  prodoSions,  which,  by 
continual  additioi.s,  have  risen  from  the  bottom  to  the  sur- 
face. From  a  plan  of  Batavia,  taken  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago,  it  is  plain  that  an  encrease  of  land  must 
have  taken. place;  for,  according  to  it,  the  citac^el  stood 
close  to  the  beach,  and  two  rows  of  piles  extended  nearly 
a  mile  out  into  shallow  water,  to  denote  that  the  safest 
passage  lay  between  them ;  but  now  diere  is  land  and  a  rovr 
of  houses  to  the  end  of  those  piles. 

The  road  of  Batavia  is  rendered  safe  for  ships  to  ride  in, 
from  a  range  of  islands,  and  is  sufficiently  capacious  to 
hold  all  the  ships  chat  coipe  round  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  The  number  of  Dutch  vessels  that  lay  here  indi* 
cated  its  commercial  consequence,  and  its  being  the  seat  of 
Governipent.  The  Chinese  junks  also  denoted  tie  near- 
ness of  that  empire.  The  city  was  for  the  mcs.  pare  hidden 
ifpoi  sight  by  lofty  palais>  and  other  high  and  spreading 
trees. 

His,  Excellency,  after  receiving  the  compliments  of  the 
Ptttch  ^overoiueot  on  boards  Went  on  shore^  aud  was  re<« 
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eeived  with  distinguuhcd  honours.  His  mission,  hdweveff 
excited  great  alarm,  for  no  informs^tion  had  ,bceii  received 
of  the  liberal  offers  nvhich  had  been  Anade  to  the  States- 
General  by  the  British  Court ;  but  ivhcn  these  were  signi- 
fied to  the  Governor  and  Council,  they  resolved  to  uraosmic 
instrufitions  to  Canton  for  their  agents  to  co  operate  with 
the  Eoibassador.  The  dispatches,  here  received  from  the 
Company's  Coniraissiijncrs  at  Canton,  presaged  favourably 
to  the  mission.  They  stated  that  "  having  applied  to  two 
of  the  chief  Chinese  merchants  to  request  an  audience  froox 
tlie  Governor  of  Canton,  in  the  absence  of  the  Viceroy,  for 
die  purpose  of  delivering  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Chairman 
of  die  Court  of  Diredors  of  the  East  India  Company,  dicy 
quickly  guessed  that  it  had  relation  to  the  embassy,  a  rumour 
of  which  had  already  been  spread,  and  they  expressed  their 
apprehension  least  the  measure  might,  in  its  consequences, 
affc£l  the  trade,  property,  or  personal  safety  of  tlic  mtive 
snerchauts  ;  but  that  the  Commissioners  had  assured  them 
k  would,  on  tlie  contrary,  be  produ£tive  of  benefit  to  all 
the  trading  commimities ;  that  the  motives  of  the  embassy 
weie  ean^cstly  sought  into  by  tlie^  officers  of  die  Govera- 
incnt  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the  audience  requesied^'by  the 
Commissioners,  wlio  professed  that  the  sole  intenJoo  waa 
ID  establish  a  striker  friendship  between^  the  CourU  of 
London  and  Pekin,  and  an  increase  of  the  intercourse  whkh 
had. been  carried  on  so  long,  to  the  advantage  of  both 
countries ;  that  this  explanatio^i  appeared  to  ha'/e  given  satis- 
fa6bion,  as  an  earlier  day  was  fixed  for  their  reception  than 
they  could  have  expeded,  from  the  dilatory  and  supersdtipus 
^position  of  the  Chinese ;  that  the  Governor,  however, 
afterwards  sent  to  learn  the  rank  anJ  situation  of  the  persoa 
from  whom  the  letter  came,  and  whether  he  was  a  servant 
of  the  Kin^,  and  held  an  office  under  Jiis  teal ;  to  wlMch  it 
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^as  answered,  that  though  the  letter  was  not  written  by  an 
immediate  servant  of  the  King,  yet  'it  was  sent  with  hip 
Majesty's  knowledge;  that  in  consequence^  however,  of 
its  not  having '  been  \yritten  hy  an  officer  of  the  Crown, 
nor  to  be  delivered  by  persons  in  that  situation,  but  only 
by  the  Company's  servants*  objeSions  t^ere  started  to  the 
intended  form  of  their  reception  ;  but  as  a  contest  about 
'  ceremonies  might  have  produced  a  refusal  to  receive  the 
ktter  till  an  answer  could  be  had  from  Pekin,  a  subterfuge 
which  the  Hoppo,  or  Mandarine,  the  most  conne6led  with 
the  Europeans,  had  an  inch'nation  to  suggest  to  the  Go* 
vemor.  it  was  resolved  to  deliver  it  in  any  mode  that  might 
fae  prescribed.  It  also  became  necessary  to  communicate 
its  contents ;  and  here  no  small  diiEcuky  arose,  from  th^ 
Chinese  interpreters  not  being  able  to  comprehend  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  letter  and  the  ohje£t  of  the  embassy.  'The 
want  of  a  linguisr  capable  of  conceiving  and  translating  the 
6pirit  of  the  letter,  and  of  cbndu£ling  a  delicate  and  impor« 
tant  conference,  was  greatly  felt.  It  ended,  however,  in  a 
promise  that  the  letter  should  be  transmitted  to  the  Ein- 
pcror,  and  the  result  communicated  by  means  of  the  Chi- 
nese merchants.  That  in  consequence,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty's pleasure  was  published  in  an  edidl,  declaring  his 
■atisfaAion  at  the  intended  embassy ;  and  giving  orders  that 
pilots  should  be  stationed  to  condud  the  ships  into  the  port 
of  Tien-sing,  or  any  other  they  might  prefer,  or  think  more 
iDonTenient." 

The  Commissioners  added,  that  **-  a  suitable  impression 
)iad  been  made,  in  the  expediation  of  the  embassy,  on  the 
officers  of  Government  at  Canton.  Foreign  trade  expe- 
rienced less  interruption,  and  a  readier  attention  was  paid 
to  the  representations  of  the  Commissioners ;  and  the  Hoppo 
was  said  to  have  already  in  view  the  abolishing  the  escorhi- 
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tant  charges  at  Macao,  whereby  one  of  the  cliicf  imposi- 
tions on  foreigners  would  be  done  away." 

These  particulars  being  communicated  to  the  Govefn- 
ment  of  Batavia,  added  to  the  festivities  with  which  tho 
birth-day  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  about  to  be  cele- 
brated. The  Eml^assador  and  his  suhe  were  invited  to  a 
luxuriant  entertainment,  which  was  given  on  this-  oc  casioa 
fit  the  Governor's  country rhouse,  on  ihe  road  to  which 
were  exhibited,  to  amuse  the  people,  the  humours  of  a 
Flemish  fair;  and  in  another  place,  several  Chinese  a'dors  • 
performed  a  dramatic  piece  on  a  large  cart,  which  some  of 
tli^  visitors  would  have  rather  stopjied  to  observe  than  to 
partake  of  die  elegant  banquet  in  the  house.  Previous  to 
this  banquet  was  a  ball,  attended  by  illuininaiions  and  fire- 
works in  the  garden,  and  die  company  remained  till 
morning. 

Yet,  not  wit! /Standing  these  festive  scenes,  the  most  part 
of  the  Dutch  residents  at  Batavia  appeared  as  if  they  la- 
boured und^r  *'  the  disease  of  death."  1  he  place  of  their 
abode,  indeed,  lies  amid  swan^ps  and  pools  of  stagnant 
water,  fPom  whence  an^e  every  morning,  oil  the  setring  ia 
6f  the  sea-breeze,  a  collection  of  pestilential  vapoura. 
Deleter ious  aiiasmtitci  atp  also  laised  by  the  meridian  sun 
from  the  rana>s ;  and  the  trees  vyith  which  the  town  is 
filled  send  forth  noxious  exhalations  in  die  ni^ht.  MoiC- 
over,  the  sud.ien  change  from  a  cold  noithem  region  to  the 
midst  of  the  toi  rid  zoite  renders  the  body  more  liable  tp 
|he  influence  ot  disease. 

Dr.  Cillan  coIle<5led  information  that  *^  there  were  few 
examples  of  sirangers  cotiHtiuing  long  in  L^atavia  witiiout 
being  attacked  by  tever ;  Europeans  become  languid  and 
feeble  soon  attcr  tlicir  ariivjl,  and  in  a  few  weeks,  or 
days,  are  taken  ill*      Ibe  disorder  is  usually,  at  first; 
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t  tertian  ague,  which,  after  two  or  three  fits,  becomes  a 
double  tertian,  and  then  a  continued  reaii^ei^t,  that  fre-*' 
qucntly  carries  the  patient  ofF  in  a  short  time.      Many 
die  in  the  second  or  third  fit ;  but  in  these  cases  are  further 
observed    a    constant  delirium,   and   great   determination 
of  the  blood  to  the  brain.       Sometimes  it  commenceii 
in    a    quotidian    form,   with    regular   intermissions    for 
a  day  or  two,  and  then  becomes  a  continued  remittent, 
which  ends  fatally  like  the  former.     The  Peruvian  bark 
was  seldom  prescribed,  or  it  was  administered  in  such  small 
doses  as  to  have  littte  tffc6k.     Nor  was  any  change  madt 
in  the  diet  or  regimen  of  the  patient,  to  whom  the  principal, 
if  not  the  only  medicine  given,  was  a  solution  of  camphor 
in  spirit  of  wine,  of  which  a  table  spoonful  was  occasionally 
taken  in  a  glass  of  water.    The  medicar  pradlitioners  not 
having  had  the  advantage  of  a  professional  education,  were 
all  of  opinion,  that  the  nature  of  fevers  is  to  rot  and  corrupt 
the  human  frame ;  and  therefore,  camphor  being  the  most 
potent  antiseptic  known,  it  was  best  to  trust  solely  to  it. 
Yet  the  intermittent  fiever  is  not  always  fatal,  but  some* 
times  continues  for  many  years,  and  so  fan^liar  does  the 
patient. become  to  it  as  hardly  to  think  it  a  disease*    A 
gentleman  in  this  siiuation«  discoursing  on  the  nature  of  the 
climate,  said  that  it  was  fatal  to  nunibers  of  Europeans, 
chat  he  yearly  lost  many  of  his  friends,  but  that  he  enjoyed 
excellent  health.  *  Soon  after  he  ordered  a  napkin  tp  wipe 
his  forehead,  saying  this  was  his  fever  day,  and,  in  fadi,  ho 
had  a  most  shocking  fit,  attended  with  profuse  sweats.    On 
.being  put  in  mind  of  his  asseriion,  that  he  enjoyed  good 
"health,  he  afiswered,  that  he  did  so,  with  the  exception  of 
these  fits ;  notwithstanding  which  he  .was  g«nieraliy  well, 
though  he  was  sensible  they  would  kill  him  by  degrees, 
unless  be  quitted  diis  country- in  time^  which^  he  hoped  hit 
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mffktrs  w<mI4  soon  enable  hicn  to  do.  Ohstrudlions  and  hard 
•weUiogs  iathe  bowels  always  follow  these  fits.  Iliey  have 
tt  regular  and  gradual  increase,  and  an  attention  to  their 
progress  will  enable  a  person  to  calculate  how  long  he  has 
CO  live..  Of  the  Europeans  who  conie  to  settle  at  Batavia» 
it  is  supposed  f}:ia,i  not  half  outlive  the  year.  It,  theceforct 
rdienables  a  field  of  battle,  or  a  place  in  a  state  of  siege 
Death  is  rendered  .familiar  by  its  frequency,  and  little  sur* 
prize  or  concern  are  sliewn  on  hearing  that  the  companion 
of  yesxt'day  is  a  corpse  to-day.  Female  Europeans,  pro* 
bably,  suffer  less  than  the  men,  as  they  are  not  exposed  so 
much  to  the  heat  of  the  sun,  make  frequent  use  of  tlie  cold 
Uath,  and  are  more  temperate  than  the  other  sex." 

A  strong  proof  of  the  badness  of  the  climate  was  given 
by  a  lady,  who  related,  that  out  of  eleven  persons  of  her 
family  who  had  come  hither  but  ten  months  before,  eight 
had  already  paid  (he  debt  of  nature,  among  whom  were  six 
sisters.  1  here  are  some  constitutions,  however,  so  formed 
as  to  be  but  little  affedled  by  what  is  so  fatal  .to  others. 
The  Governor-General  and  one  of  the  Counsellors  of  the 
Indies  were  instances  of  this :  the  former  had  been  above 
forty  years  in  the  country,  and  both  were  not  only  free 
from  sickness,  but  even  from  any  sort  of  languor,  though 
neitlier  of  them  had  taken  any  extraordinary  means  to 
preserve  health ;  and  the  latter,  at  whose  house  theEmbas- 
aador  jind  two  of  his  suite  resided,  was  f^r  from  an  abste- 
oiious  liver. 

An  observatory  had  been  erected  here,  but  it  was  now 
disregaidcd.  .An  academy  of  sciences  and  literature^ 
however,  still  subsisted.  The  Embassador  and  one  of 
his  suite  were  ele&ed  members  of  this  academy,  and  pre* 
sented  with  sets  of  its  transadions.  One  ot  the  Council 
who  had  presided  over  the  conunercial  concerns  of  the 
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Dutch  at  Japan,  had  formed  the  design  (Of  vftiimg  an 
account  of  tliis  cooatry,  a  work  for  which  he  was  wed 
qualified. 

The  gentleman  at  whose  house  his  Excellency  resided 
had  a  good  colle&ion  of  natural  history,  and  made  several 
presents  to  his  guests.  One  was  a  pheasant  of  singular 
beauty,  of  which  Dr.  Shaw,  of  the  British  Museum,  ex* 
pressed  his  opinion  that  it  was  a  norvKlescript.  None  of 
the  species  noticed  by  Linaseus  or  Mr.  Latham  agreed 
with  this;  that  which  came  nearest  to  it  was  the  phis'mnuM 
€urvirostris^  or  Impeyan  pheasant,  an  East-Indian  bird 
oaentioned  in  Mr.  Latham's  Ornithology,  and  in  the  Ntu* 
seum  Leveriaiium.  It  differs  much«  however,  from  thai 
bird.  But  as  the  tail  was  mutilated  it  could  not  be  deter** 
mined  whether  it  belonged  to  that  subdivisioa  of  pheasana 
who  have  bug  .or  cuneiform  tails,  or  those  with  round 
04ies.  The  ge^neral  colour  of  this  was  black»  with  a  hbs 
gloss.  The  lower  part  of  the  back  appeared,  according  ta 
the  various  (iire£Uons  of  the  Ught,  10  be  of  a  deep  ferrugt^ 
nous,  or  of  a  &^ey  orange- red.  This  colour  siurounded  the 
body  like  a  broad  zoiie,  but  on  the  abdomen  it  wore  n 
do^er  luie  than  on  the  back,  and  was  also  irregular,  par- 
ticularly on  the  sides.  The  throat  was  fumislied  with  a 
large  pair  of  wattles,  of  an  angular  form,  unitiog  with  tha 
bare  spaces  of  the  cheeks.  The  top  of  the  head  was  of 
SL  lengthened  form,  the  feathers  of  which  ran  backward  a 
little,  so  as  to  appear  like  an  indistinfi  occipital  crest*  The 
beak  was  more  lengthened  aiid  (Curved  than  in  any  ochet 
bird  of  the  genus,  except  the  Impeyan  pheasants  «  On  the 
neck,  back,  and  breast,  the  feathers  w^re  rounded,  and 
jslioU-like,,or  scaly  at  those  of  the  turkey.  The  \tg%  were 
iiery  stouf^  and  furnislied  with  strong,  large,  and  sharp 
•^rs.     The  legs  and  beak  were  of  ft  pale  colour.     If  thi» 
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bird  is  hew  or  not  to  ornithologist^  it  certainlv  has  not 
been  accurately  described  before.  The  fire-backcd  pheasant 
is  an  appropriate  name  for  it,  and  it  may  be  thus  delineated : 
Mack  pheasant,  with  a  steel  blue  gloss,  the  sides  of  the>body 
mfous,  lower  part  of  the  back  fiery  ferruginous,  tail  rounds* 
cd,  the  two  middle  feathers  pale  ycllow«brown. 

In  this  country  we  look  in  vain  for  those  animals  and 
vegetables  which  are  common  in  Europe.  At  the  hoose 
where  the  Embassador  resided  was  a  familiar  bird  called 
here  the  crown-bird,  which  is  the  c&lumba  cristata*  The 
host  had  at  his  country-house  some  large  cassoway^  birds, 
which,  though  they  had  been  long  domesticated,  were  still 
very  fierce.  The  vegetation  of  the  country  wore  also  a 
novel  appearance.  The  parterres  in  the  gardens  are  bor- 
dered by  the  Arabian  jessamine.  The  Dutch  retain  their 
national  propensity  to  gardening,  and  all  their  country 
bouses  exliibit  the  prevalence  of  this  taste  to  a  great  extent. 
The  country,  notwithstanding  die  pestilential  quality  of  the 
air,  and  the  poisonous  nature  of  the  water,  is  every  where 
verdant,  gay,  acd  fruitful,  abounding  in  magiuficeot  houses, 
gardens,  avenues,  canals,  an4  draw-bridges. 

The  best  season  here  is  from  March  or  April  tp  No« 
vember,  when  the  rains  commence,  and  continue  to  the 
eojd  of  the  year.  The  sea-breeze  sets  in  at  ten  in  the  mora* 
iog,  and  lasts  till  four  or  five  in  the  afternoon;  th6a  it  ta 
calm  till  seven  or  eight,  when  the  land-breeze  begins,  and 
continpes  till  the  dawn,  succeeded  by  a  cabu  for  the  re« 
maiuder  of  the  day.  Ihe  thermoitieter,  during .  the  stay 
of  the  Lion  in  the  road,  was  from  86  to  88  degrees,  and 
in  the  town,  from  88  to  92  degrees.  These  variadons, 
however,  do  not  correspond  with  the  sensations  which  the 
heat  produces  on  the  body,  as  these  are  tempered  by  every 
UiOtioo  of  the  air,,  which  is  not  th^  case  with  the  thermo- 
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metet*.  The  heat  hei3f^  moreover,  possesses  a  continual 
inteoseness  through  th6  night,  keeping  within  four  or  five 
degrees  of.  what  it  was  in  tlie  shade  when  the  sun  was  in 
the  meridian,  a  cireuninance  particularly  oppressive  to  the 
human  foune.  The  Javanese  derive  this  advantage  from 
the  coQst^ni, state  of  thf  atmosphere,  that  they  are  totally 
exempt  from  diseases;  of  the  teeth.  Their  living  con* 
siting  chiefly  of  vegetable  food,  and  their  not  ming  fer- 
mente4  liquors,  may  also  contribute  to  this  exemption. 
They  are  careful  to  dye  all  their  teeth  deep  black,  except 
the  two,  middle  ones,  which'  are  covered  wich  leaf-gold. 

The  chgra^r  of  unhealthiness  which  distinguislies  Ba<* 
tatia,  deters  Europeans  from  c6mii\g  to  it ;  whence  it  ne* 
cessarily  happens,  that  many  respe£table  stations  are  en« 
trusted  to  men  ill  qualified  to  fill  them.  The  head  physician, 
and  one  of.  the  clergymen,  were  r(y>orted  to  have  been 
originally  barbers.  Even  few  of  the  soldiers  ai e  natives  of 
Holland;  die  rest  are  mostly  Germans,  who  have  been  kJd« 
napped  intotb^  service.  Though  they  are  only  enlisted  for  a 
tinK:,  tlic  scantiness  of  their  pay  prevents  them  from  raising 
pooey  s^ifficjientto  procure  a  passage  to  Europe.  They 
arc  also  hindered  by  the  Government  from  writing  to  their 
friend^,  by  whic^i  they  are  deprived  of  the  chance  of  re- 
mittai)ip^s/rom  boi^e,.  One  of  these  men  addressed  ]>im<* 
self  ij^.G.ei'tnan  to  a  country  man  belonging  to  the  embassy, 
and  eariif^y  begg^  him  to  transmit  a  letter  for  him  to  his 
Tespe£la,ble  friend^  in  Germany.  As  the  letter,  however^ 
was  not  ready,  he  had  not  the  opportunity  afterwards  of 
deliverit^g  it.  A  regiment  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Wur- 
temburg  h^d  lately  arrived  at  Batavia>  in  consequence  of  a 
bargain  with  the  Dutch  East-India  Company  ;  but  a  great 
part,  both  uf  officers  and  men,  died  in  less  than  a  iwclve^ 
month. 
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All  residents  here  are  obliged  to  lie  armed  in  its  dtttMtf 
but  one  of  the  Coi^^nsellore  honesdy  confessed^  that  tbcir 
chief  reliance  waa  on  the  desjtruAion  whkk  the  dimata 
Iniist  produce  among  the  forces  of  an  enenrr.  Ca{»taia 
Parish  was  of  the  same  opinion,  as  ^*  the  foni6e«ioos 
were  not  foimidabk,  but  it  was  diffcislt  to  fotce  ibe  |>aa- 
sage  of  the  river,  and  to  lai^d  troops  on  the  ishnd.  The 
river  is  defended  by  the  water  fott  at  its  entfamce,  having 
fourteen  guns  and  two  howitzers.  This  consists  of  a  pa- 
rapet, much  negleded,  and  the  wall  which  icitaiiicd  it  is 
-  almost  destroyed  by  the  adion  of  the  sea.  On  the  land- 
side,  the  fort  is  prote6l'^  by  a  noxious  swamp,  and  to  the 
sea,  on  the  N.  W.  by  large  flats,  no^  passable  even  T>y 
boats.  The  only  approach  to  it  is  by  the  channel.  The 
next  work  is  a  battery  on  the  west  shore,  mounting  seven 
guns,  looking  down  the  rivef.  Opposite  to  tliis  was  an* 
other  battery  of  «ix'guns  facing  the  river,  and  two  to  the 
eastward.  This  makes  the  flank  of  a  line,  or  a  low  breast- 
work of  earth  that  occupies  the  low  land  to  the  N.  £•  of  the 
town.  The  grand  canal  is  joined  by-those  which  intersex 
die  town  half  a  mile  from  the  enftrance,  below  which 
jun&ion  is  a  boom  of  wood,  armed  with  spikes  of  iron* 
Just  above  is  the  castle,  having  no  out- works  of  any  .kind. 
It  has  two  guns  on  each  flank,  and  two  or  three  on  each 
face.  The  wall  was  of  masonry,  about  twenty-four  feet 
in  h^ght.  A  canal  surrounds  it  at  some  distance  instead 
of  a  ditch,  and  neither  has  it  any  cordgn.  The  outward 
side  of  the  work  is  about  seven  hundred  feet  in  length. 
The  town  is  rctftahgular,  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length, 
and  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  surrounde4  by  a  wall  about 
twenty  feet  high.  At  intervab  are  small  projedions 
tnounted  with  three  guns  each.    A  canali  baring  aeverat 
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ikiioes,  eoclofies  the  whole.  lo  particular  passes,  near  the 
tiomnif  are  some  small  forts. 

^*  I'he  regular  troops  sliould  consist  of  twelvp  hundred 
Europeans;  but  as  it  is  imposMble  to  keep  the  nuQuber 
complete,  the  vacancies  are  Supplied  by  natives,  $0  that  the 
Etffopean  regulars  were  reduced  to  seven  hundred.  Tjaere 
we're  two  companies  of  volunteers  in  the  town,  amounting 
to  three  hundred  men,  and  numbers  of  tl^e  Javanese  were 
enrolled,  hut  never  embodied,  besides  Chinese,  who  were 
armed  with  lances  ortly.  No  dependence  could  be  placed 
on  the  two  latter  in  time  of  need,  and  the  Europeans  are 
too  greatly  redu€;ed  to  make  any  efie6tual  resistance.  The 
principal  proteSioo  of  the  sliipping  must  be  the  fortified 
island  of  Onrust,  which  commands  the  passage  into  the 
road.  On  this  island  is  a  pentagonal  ^ork,  with  small 
low  bastions,  "and  a  few  batteries  outside,  bearing  towards 
the  sea.  The  guns  on  the  whole  are  about  forty.  To 
the  south  of  these  is  another  island,  with  tWo  batteries,  fur- 
nished with  twelve  guns." 

The  material  of  which  the  castle  is  built  is  coral  rock, 
brought  from  the  adjacent  islands.  Part  of  the  town  wall 
is  of  a  dark  blue  lava,  of  a  very  hard  texture,  and  emitting 
a  metallic  sound.  It  is  brought  from  a  volcanic  mountain 
still  smoaking  in  thc^centre  of  the  island.  There  is  no 
stone  for  many  miles  behind  Batavia.  Chinese  vessels  bring 
hither  matble  and  granite,  together  with  tea,  porcelain,  and 
silks,  from  the  provinces  of  Canton  and  Fokien. 

Great  numbers  of  Chinese  come  to  Batavia  with  a  view 
to  acquire  weakh.  They  arc  principally  of  the  lower 
class,  and  apply  to  every  industrious  calling  with  the  greatest 
assiduity.  In  the  city  ihey  are  retail  traders,  cierks, 'and 
agents;  and  in  the  country  they  are  farmers,  and  are  th« 
chief  managers  of  the  sugar  canes.     By  these  means  they 
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mostly  acquire  fortunes,  -which,  however,  makes  no  change 
in  their  disposition  or  method  of  living.  The  nadves  of 
HoDand,  on  the  contrarv*  indulge  a  propensity  to  indolence 
and*' Voluptuousness. '  But  the  extent  of  their  power  eoabies 
tbeni  to  speculate  in  trade  to  great  advantage. 
*  In  houses  of  consequence,  the  table  is  furnished  very 
early  in  the  morning:  fish  and  flesh  are  served  up  for  break* 
fast,  with  tea,  coffee,  and  chocohnfe;  when  ihis  is  ended, 
madeira,  claret,  gin,  Dutch  small  beer,  and  English  poner, 
are  placed  in  the  portico,  at  the  door  of  the  great  hail,  and 
pipes  and  tobacco  presented  to  each  guest,  and  a  brass 
S|nuing-veS8el  placed  before  him.  This  employmeor  gene« 
rally  continues  till  alxsutone  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when 
dinner  is  announced.  Sometimes  a  man  will  drink  a  bottle 
of  wine  in  this  manner  before  dinner,  and  others  will 
swallow  several  bottles  of  small  beer,  under  the  plea  that 
it  dilutes  the  blood,  and  supplies  plenty  of  fluid  for  per- 
spiration. Bumpers  of  madeira  are  handed  round  to  the 
company,  to  create  an  appetite,  immediately  before  dinner. 
Three  females  then  enter,  one  with  a  silver  jar,  containing 
*water,  and  sometimes  rose  water,  to  wash ;  another  widi 
'a  silver  bason  and  perforated  cover,  to  receive  the  water 
that  has  been  used  ;  and  the  last  with  napkins  to  wipe  the 
hands.  At  dinner  time  the  company  are  entertained  by 
musicians,  who  are  all  slaves.  Several  female  slaves  at- 
tend the  table,  which  is  profusely  covered ;  but  little  can  be 
received  except  liquors  by  stomachs  already  cloyed;  and  as 
soon  as  dinner  is  ended,  co£Fee  is  served  up.  Each  person 
then  retires  to  a  bed,  consisting  of  a  matrass,  bolster, 
piJow,  and  counterpane  of  chintz,  but  without  sheets.  If 
he  is  a  single  man,  which  happens  to  be  the  case  with  roo$t, 
a  female  slave  attends  to  fan  him  while  he  is  sleeping. 
They  rise  about  six»  drink  tea,  and  then  take  ao  airing  in 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY  TO   CTlrNA.  lOt 

their  carriages,  and  spend  the  evening  in  parties  till  a  late 
hour.  The  meetings  in  the  morning  consist  mostly  of 
men,  the  ladies  seldom  appearing  till  evening. 

There  are  few  European  ladies  here,  but  many  ar<e  the 
descendants  of  Dutch  settlers ;  their  features  have  an  Euro- 
pean cast,  but  the  complexion,  chara£ter,  and  manners,  are 
nearer  to  the  Javanese;  the  countenance  has  a  languid 
palenf^s,  without  the  slightest  tinge  of  the  rose  on  the  cheek. 
At  home  they  wear  a  long  cotton  gown,  descending  to  the 
ankles,  with  large  wide  sleeves.  The  hair  is  mostly  blacky 
and  is  only  plaited,  and  fastened  on  the  top  of  the  head  with 
a  silver  bodkin.  They  anoint  the  hair  with  cocoa  nut  oil^ 
and  ornament  it  with  cha^lets  of  flowers.  When  they  go 
abroad  in  their  carriages,  and  particularly  to  dieir  evening 
parties,  they  are  dressed  magnificently,  in  muslin  robes, 
spangled  with  gold  and  silver,  and  quantities  of  jewels  in 
their  hair.  As  they  have  not  learnt  to  model  their  shapes  , 
by  the  standard  of  fashion,  they  appeared  to  advantage 
when  contrasted  with  the  Dutch  ladles,  who  had  powder 
in  their  hair,  and  compressed  their  waists  wiih  stays,  and 
wore  enormous  hoops  and  head-dresses.  A  female  slave 
constantly  attends  on  each  native  lady,  and  sits  at  the  feet 
of  her  mistress,  holding  her  gold  or  silver  box,  containing 
areca  nut,  cardamom  seeds,  pepper,  tobacco,  and  slacked 
lime,  which  are  duly  mixed  and  rolled  up  together  in  a 
leaf  of  betel,  for  the  purpose  of  being  chewed.  In  large 
assemblies  the  ladies  retiie  to  put  ofF  (heir  costly  garments, 
and  return  with  a  lighter  and  more  loose  attire ;  the  gentle- 
men do  the  same,  and  the  graver  ones  lay  by  thefr  pern- 
wigs  for  night-caps.  The  members  of  the  Government 
never  appear  abroad  but  in  crimson  velvet,  which  no  others 
are  permitted  to  wear,  and  their  carriages  arc  peculiarly 
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ornamented.    lo  passing*  every  one  pays  thcoi  boraage^ 
and  one  of  the  gates  is  opened  only  to  them. 

The  natives  have  more  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  go- 
iremtneittof  the  Dutch  than  wiih  that  of  the  Sultan  of  Mata- 
ran,  who  reigns  at  the  east  part  of  the  island  ;  the  Enripe* 
ror  of  Java,  who  rules  in  the  middle ;  or  the  King  6f  Ban* 
tarn,  who  has  the  sovereignty  of  the  west.  These  monarchs 
are  also  foreigners,  being  Arabians,  who  brought  Mohamme- 
danism hither,  and  gained  the  rule  of  the  country.  Still 
there  are  a  few  inhabitants  in  the  mountains  who  maintain 
tiieir  independence  and  their  faith,  one  article  of  which  is  the 
metempsychosis.  The  Mohammedan  sovereigns  are  said  to 
rale  with  great  tyranny .  The  Emperor,  according  to  report^ 
has  a  very  numerous  army,  and  a  female  guard  to  defend 
his  person.  These  Amazons  are  trained  to  arms,  as  well 
as  to  occupations  more  suited  to  their  sex  ■,  and  out  of  them 
.  his  Majesty  sometimes  seleds  his  favourite  companions.—- 
The  same  accounts  relate,  that  the  female  births  in  Java 
iar  exceed  the  males. 

The  slaves  are  for  the  most  part  bi-ought  from  Celebes, 
and  other  islands  of  the  east.  Their  treatment  is  not  hard, 
nor  is  their  labour  excessive.  They  -are  also  well  fed;  but 
the  males  sometimes  are  guilty  of  assassinating  their  mas- 
ters, which  nfiakes  the  people  at  Batavia  prefer  female 
slaves.  The  men  slaves  often  take  a  large  quantity  of 
opium,  to  disturb  tlieir  senses,  in  which  condition  they 
rush  forth  to  attack  every  peraon  they  meet.  This  is 
called  running  a  muck^  instances  of  which  are  common 
also  among  the  ir^e  Javanese,  through  the  anguish  occa- 
sioned by  the  loss  of  their  property,  and  sometimes  even 
their  families,  by  gaming,  to  which,  they  a) e  extremely 
addicted.  The  love  of  play  and  of  opium  are  likewise 
common  among  the  Chinese  at  Batavia ;  but  they  seldom 
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run  to  the  same  excesses.  In  1740^  a  great  number  of 
Chinese,  residing  in  rhis  country,  formed  a  plot,  under  the 
dtrediionof  a  man  ^ho  pretended  to  be  a  descendant  oTan 
Emperor  of  China :  they  being  joined  by  several  Javanese^ 
ventured  to  attack  Batavia,  but  were  lepulsed.  Some 
days  afterwards  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  Chinese  quarter  of 
the  city,  and  the  owners  of  the  houses  are  said  to  have  op* 
posed  every  endeavour  to  extinguish  the  flames,  from  a  wish 
pf  their  spreading  to  the  whole  town;  on  this,  the  Dutcii 
Government  ordered  that  ^U  rlie  heads  of  the  Chinese  fami* 
lies  should  be  massacred.  This  horrid  transa^ion  excited 
the  disapprobation  of  the  Company  in  Holland;  and  it  be- 
ing feared  that  the  Emperor  of  China  nit^t  resent  the  affair, 
a  deputation  was  sent  to  him  to  make  an  apology  for  the 
measure.  The  Emperor  replied  with  cool  indiflfereoce^ 
diat  *' he  was  Ktile.  solicitous  about  fhe  fate  of  unworthy 
sabje<^  who,  from  avaricious  views,  had  left  their  native 
country »  and  abandoned  the  tomba  of  their  ancestors.'* 

The  Chinese  have  here  a  large  buryiog-ground,  and 
d^y  put  themselves  to  gfcatexpence  in  ere3ing  monu-^ 
OKiid  to  their  deceased,  friends*  Every  family  of  any  oo»«> 
ee«]U(mce  has  9,  distip^  vault,  enclosed  by  a  wall,  raised 
abliquely,  in  the  .foiKn  of  a  horse^^hoe,  the  opening  of 
which  is  level  with  the  ground,  and  on  the  door  are  several 
iycciiptions.  When  a  persoa  ^f  distin^on  dies,  his  near- 
fM  of  kia  signify  ihe  event  to  every  tx'^nGh  of  the  family* 
The coqise  is  washed^  perfumed,  andcloathed.in  the  bM 
apparel,  and  then  seated  in  a  chair,  to  receive  the  last  re- 
ipe<^fui  attentions- fOf  the  surviving  ffiendfi)  ^ho  prostrate 
diemselvesliNerpra  it,  and  weep.  On  thediird  day  it  kt^ 
iato  a  cqffiq,  and  placed  in  th^  b^st  room  in  tjae  houses 
which  JS;hiii)g  with  w!t)ite  linen.  The  portrait  of  the  der 
is  laid  on  an  altar  in  the  mid[dle  of  the  room,  haviog 
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uicense  borning  near  it.  The  sons  stand  on  one  side  of 
the  corpse,  dressdd  in  coarse  white  linen,  and  expressing 
great  sorrow ;  while  the  females  of  the  family  are  heard  to 
makj^  great  lamentations  behind  a  curtain.  On  the  day  of 
inierment,  the  corpse  is  conveyed  to  the  grave,  attended  by^ 
the  wholt'of  the  family.  Images  of  male  and  female  re-» 
latives,  and  of  aniinals,  with  wax  tapers  and  censing 
vessels,  precede  the  procession.  Then  come  the  priests 
with  instruments  of  music,  and  next  the  corpse,  attended 
by  the  sons  of  the  deceased,  stipporting  themselves 
on  crutches,  as  if  disable<l  from  walking  by  the  excess  of 
grief.  The  female  rdations  arc  carried  in  chairs,  and  con- 
cealed from  view  by  white  silk  curtains.  There  are  hired 
women  also,  who  utter  dreadful  shrieks  and  cries.  Imme* 
diaoely  before  the  Funeral,  a  table  with  fruits  and  various 
dainties,  is  placed  before  the  corpse,  and  figures  of  wax 
Tanged  on  each  side,  as  servants  to  attend  its  commands. 

Tlie  massacre  lately  mentioned  has  not  lessened  the  in* 
te2Tourse  between  the  Dutch  and  Chines^  tor  the  num- 
ber of  the  latter  at  Batsrvia  is  as  numerous  now  as  ever; 
a«id  the  fonner  confess,  that,  were  it  not  for  them,  the  set- 
Hemdnt  could  hardly  subsist.  It  is  moreover  reported,  that 
the  Chinese  are  as  nuaierous  in  the  Philiipine  islands  as  ia- 
Java.. 

There  are  some  descendants  of  the  Portuguese  still  re- 
maining at  Batavia,  many  of  wliom  are  mechanics  and 
servants  in  families*  The  Portugoese  language  is  also 
spoken  here  as  well  as  the  Javanese  and  the  Dutch,  which 
is  a  proof  of  the  deep  root  taken  by  that  people  during  its 
ctitnmercial  prosperity.  Their  tongue  has  survived  their 
<lominion,  and  even  their  rdigioii,  for  thcJr  descendants  have 
quitted  the  tenets  of  the  Chuich  of  Rome  for  those  of  Cal« 
yia*  ■'  : 
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7'he  shops  at  Batayia  arp  furnished  with  baixlly  any 
diing  but  ioferior  goods  and  second- hand  articles,  a  proof 
that  European  m^oufadlure^  are  not  in  much  request 
vfUh  the  JavVanese  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  island.  There 
are,  however,  spacious  store-houses  to  contain  the  pro- 
dudions  of  ihe  Molucca  or  Spice  Islands ;  together  witj^ 
cofiee,  pepper,  sugar,  and  arrack,  which  are  produced  on 
the  9pot.  The  nutmeg,  mace,  and  cloyie,  are  doubdess 
capable  of  being  cultivated  elsewhere  -,  but  the  Putch  took 
a  most  extraprdinary  mediod  to  prevjent  the  propagation 
of  these  valuable  plants^  by  appointing  persons  under  the 
approprme  appeUa^on  of  ^f //r^/z/^My  whose  business  was 
to  root  up  all  spice  trees,  jexqepi  ^  cerjtain  nv^nber  grow- 
ing pn  particular  ^pots.  By  this  means  the  niitineg  has 
been  dcstr/;>yed  in  all  tlie  islajjids  except  Banda,  and  a  vol* 
canic  erupt^p^  thw,  spxne  yje^rs  ago,  so  inudi  injarec^  thi 
veg^able  prQdMaiqns,  that  it  was  fear,ed  for  some  txtnft  ihis 
valuable  spjcc  would  become  exceedingly  scarce,  ^ni  that 
die  CompaAy  would,  of  course,  suffer  severely  by  their 
mercenary  spiijjt.  There  is  no^,  hpwever,  more  liberality 
among  their  delegates,  for  one  of  them  made  a  present  of  a 
young  growing  nutmeg  plant  and  a  nut,  supposed  to  be  i)i 
a  state  capable  of  geniiinaiion,  to  a  gentleman  belonging  to 
the  embassy,  who  sent  it  in  a  ship  bound  to  England,  for 
his  Majesty's  botanical  gajden  at  Kew,  from  whence  had 
it  succeeded,  it  might  have  been  transplanted  to  the  British 
islands  in  the  West-Indies ;  but  tl)e  plant  being  injured  in 
the  passage,  was  left  at  St,  Helena. 

The  stem  of  the  nutnieg  tree  is  perfe£Hy  straight,  with 
a  smooth  brown  bark.  Its  branches,  which  are  strong  and 
numerous,  shoot  regularly  upwards  from  it  in  an  oblique 
direftion.  Its  Jeaves  are  of  a  large  oval  forpi,  some  a  foot 
m  length.     The  outer  surface  of  the  leaf  is  smooth,  and  of 
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a  deep  green.  The  inner  side  has  a  strong  nerve  in  the 
niiudle  of  the  leaf,  from  the  footstalk  to  the  point,  from 
ivhich  others  branch  obliquely  to  the  point  and  edges  of 
the  leaf.  This  inner  surface  is  in  colour  of  a  bright  brown, 
without  the  least  appearance  of  green.  The  leaf  is  delight* 
fully  odoriferous*  The  fruit,  when  ftesh^  is  in  size  and 
figure  like  a  common  nediarine.  Between  the  outward 
rind  and  the -inner  shell  is  a  reticulated  menibrane,  which, 
when  dried,  is  called  mace.  Ihe  nutmeg  is  the  kernel, 
inside  the  shell,  and  in  its  original  state  is  soft. 

In  the  medical  garden  at  fiatavia  is  a  clove  tree ;  the 
clove  is  the  germ  of  tlie  fruit,  with  the  flower  cup  that  con* 
tains  it.  Its  leaf  is  oval,  smooth,  small,  narrow,  tender, 
and  aromatic.  The  leaves  of  the  camphor  tree  are  sonie- 
^Vhat  similar  to  those  of  the  dove,  but  much  stronger, 
and  highly  scented.  The  camphor  is  extraded  by  boOing 
every  part  of  the  tree  in  water,  when  the  camphor,  rising 
on  the  surface,  is  taken  oflF.  The  leaf  of  the  cinnamon  tree 
is  oval  and  aromatic,  having  three  nerves,  which  regularly 
divide' the  inner  surface.  The  pepper,  which  always  thrives 
best  nearest  the  equator,  is  a  creeping  plant,  generally  sup- 
ported by  a  Kving  tree.  The  leaves  are  of  a  dark  green, 
and  somewhat  resemble  those  of  the  common  hazel,  but 
they  are  very  pungent.  The  pepper  grows  in  dusters, 
like  the  grape.  The  betel,  which  is  universally  chewed  by 
the  Asiatics  of  the  south,  is  a  species  of  the  pepper.  It 
serves  to  enclose  some  bits  of  the  areca,  which  has  from  it 
been  erroneously  called  the  betel  nut.  The  areca  nut  tree  is 
one  of  the  least  of  the  palm  tribe,  the  diameter  of  whose 
joiilted  trunk  is  rarely  more  than  four  inches,  or  its  height 
twelve  feet.  The  proportions  of  this  tree  are  so  perfeft 
that  it  looks  like  the  stately  column  of  a  beautiful  temple, 
of  which  the  wide  speading  foliage  at  the  top  forms  ikt 
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highly  ornamented  capital.     The  nut,  when  dry,  is  ndt 
unlike  in  shape  and  flavour  the  nutmeg,  bu:  is  smaller. 

Dr.  Gillan  and  others  made  enquiry  concerning  the  upas, 
or  poison  tree  of  Java,  of  which  an  account  was  first  pub- 
lished by  Foersch,  who  had  been  a  surgeon  here,  and  had 
visited  the  interior  of  the  country.  This  relation,  however* 
was  treated  here  as  a  romantic  fif^ion ;  but  as  the  sup- 
posed existence  of  such  a  dreadful  vegetable  might  be  con- 
sidered as  a  disgrace  to  tbe  country,  a  dissertation  in  Dutch 
has  been  written  in  coniradidlion  to  the  story.  From  hence 
it  appears  that  the  Dutch  Government  had  applied  to  the 
Prince  in  whose  part  of  the  island  this  tree  was  said  to  be 
growing,  and  that  he  had  denied  anf  knowledge  of  such  a 
produdtion.  It  is  true,  Rumphins,  a  naturalist  of  the  last 
century,  does  mention  a  tree  in  Macassar,  which  he  calls 
toxicaria,  and  says  that  it  produces  not  only  a  red  resin 
which  is  a  deadly  poison,  but  that  the  drops  falling  from 
its  leaves  on  any  part  of  the  body  causes  swellings  and 
severe  illness,  and  that  the  small  birds  perching  on  the 
branches  have  been  killed  by  the  poisonous  exhalations. 
This  account,  however,  is  not  given  on  that  author's  own 
observation,  and  may,  dicrefore,  be  greatly  overcharged. 
It  is  believed  at  £ata,via,  that  there  is  in  that  country  a  ve^ 
getable  poison  with  which  the  Javanese  rub  their  daggers* 
and  thereby  render  the  slightest  wound  incurable*  A 
keeper  of  the  medical  garden  assured  Dr.  Gillan  that  there 
was  a  tree  of  this  kind  in  that  collection*  but  that  care  was 
taken  to  keep  its  qualities  from  being  known  among  the 
people,  for  fear  diey  should  be  induced  to  make  a  bad  use 
of  it.  In  this  garden  also  is  the  plant  from  which  comes 
the  famous  gout  medicine,  or  moxa  of  Japan,  and  is  only 
that  species  of  the  artemisia,  called  moxa  of  Linnaeus* 
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vVich  is  easily  reduced  to  a  soft  tinder,  and  when  set  on 
fire  will  zGt  as  a  moderate  caustic. 

Abundance  of  excellent  fruits  are  found  all  over  the 
country,  which  Nature  distril^utes  witli  a  liberal  hand 
throOgh  every  season  of  the  year.  7Tie  mangostcen  was 
ripe  in  March  ;  this  most  delicious  fruit,  which  is  neidier 
found  in  the  West- Indies  nor  on  the  continent  of  India, 
and  rarely  northward  of  the  equator,  is  about  the  size  of  a 
nonpareil  apple,  and  has  a  dark-red  thick,  firm,  rind ;  the 
only  eatable  part  is  a  white  pulp  which  covers  about  five 
or  seven  seeds.  It  is  of  a  delicate  slight  acid  tasie.  Pine- 
apples are  not  here  confined  to  gardens,  but  are  planted  in 
fiefds,  and  are  conveyed  16  market  in  heaps,  and  sold  for 
much  less  than  a  pentiy  each.  The  common  mode  of 
cleaning  .swords  was  by  funding  diem  tirrough  pine-apples, 
the  acid  of  which  was  supposed  to  be  tliebest  for  dissolving 
die  rust  of  iron  or  steel.  The  price  of  sngar  was  about 
five  pence  a  pound ;  provisions  of  every  kind  were  cheap, 
and  the  crews  of  the  shi^  were  supplied  with  fresh  meat 
every  day. 

The  place  swarmed  with  noxious  reptiles,  but  accidents  sel- 
dom happen  from  them.  The  guana,  though  a  land  animal, 
differs  but  little  in  form  from  the  crocodile,  which  abounds 
in  (he  canals  and  rivers ;  but  tlie  one  is  a  harmless,  while  the 
other  is  a  most  voracious  creature.  The  crocodile  is  an 
objcA  of  dread,  and  thence,  naturally  enough  becomes  that 
of  veneration,  to  whom  offerings  are  made  as  to  a  deity. 
When  a  Javanese  feels  himself  sick,  he  builds  a  sort  of 
coop  on  the  side  of  a  river  or  canal,  and  fills  it  with  such 
things  as  are  liked  by  the  crocodiles ;  by  these  presents  he 
fancies  that  he  shall  be  cured  of  his  malady,  and  should  any 
'person  take  away  ihQ  offerings,  he  infallibly  concludes  that 
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the  disorder  will  be  transferred  to  him  who  has  been  guilty 
of  the  sacrilege.x  This  species  of  idolatry  i^  very  ancient, 
for  Herodotus,  in  his  Euterpe,  says,  that  "  among  some  of 
the  Egyptian  tribes  the  crocodile  was  held  sacred,  though  . 
it  was  treated  as  an  enemy  by  others.  Tlie  inhabitants  in  . 
the  vicinity  of  Thebes,  and  the  lake  Moeris,  are  firmly 
cjonvmced  of  its  san£lity  ;  and  both  these  tribes  train  up 
and  tame  a  crocodile,  adorning  his  tars  with  rings  of  pre- 
cious stones  and  gold,  and  putting  ornamental  chains  about 
his  fore- feet.  They  also  regularly  feed  him,  oflering  hitn 
vi6lims,  and  treating  him  in  the  most  reverential  manner 
-while  living,  and  when  he  dies,  they  embalm  and  bury  him 
in  aconsecrated  colRh.*'        ' 

Perhaps  the  few  accidents  which  happen  from  these  ani« 
inals  may  have  partly  occasioned  this  superstition;  but  these 
ought  to  have  been  atributed  to  their  unwieldiness,  to  the 
inflexibility  of  their  necks,  and  the  difficulty  they  have  to 
turn  in  quest  of  their  prey.  The  natives  and  slaves  at 
Batavia,  of  both  sexes,  are  not  prevented  by  the  presence 
.  of  tlie  crocodiless  from  bathing  once  or  twice  a  day  in  the 
rivers  and  canalsT  These  canals  are  cairied  many  miles 
from  the  coast  to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Rice  is  the 
principal  article  of  cultivation,  and  this  grain  may  be  seen 
at  the  same  time  in  all  the  several  gradations  of  its  growth; 
first,  Its  leaves  just  appearing  above  the  water  which  covers 
the  soil,  then  its  withering  tops,  owing  to  transplantation, 
and  in  its  last  stage,  when  the  ears  are  heavy  with  the  ripen* 
cd  grain.  Rice,  at  thi«  time,  was  unusually  scarce  at  Ba« 
tavia,  though  the  price  was  still  less  than  a  penny  a  pound. 
Tiie  furrpws  ploughed  for  planting  it  seemed  to  consist  as 
n^uch'Of  water  as  of  soil.  In  this  labour  buffaloes  only 
are  employed,  for  which  they  are  well  adapted,  from  their 
fondness  of  the  water.    There  are  two  sorts  of  these  ani* 
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mals  here :  the  commonest  are  slightly  made»  of  a  dirty  dim 
colour^  and  the  hair  very  thin,  an  elongated  head,  and  point* 
cd  muzzle,  no  dew-lap,  and  the  horns  very  long,  but  turned 
backwards.  The  other  buffaloe  is  of  a  different  colour, 
having  more  hair,  the  horns  are  short  and  almost  ercA ; 
it  has  also  a  strong  neck,  and  larger  limbs,  and  appears  to 
be  of  a  wilder  nature  t|ian  the  first,  from  which  it  difiers 
essentially,  except  in  a  propensity  to  the  water.  These 
animals  are  yoked  to  carts,  with  which  they  wade  with 
great  labour  through  deep^  dirty  roads,  which  run  parallel 
to  others  that  are  in  good  condition,  but  kept  for  geotle* 
men's  carriages,  and  leading  to  their  country  seats.  Many 
of  these  are  now  untenanted,  few  chusing  to  come  to 
a  country  from  whence  there  is  so  little  chance  of  re* 
turning. 

There  are  fifty  thousand  Javanese  families  in  thedistrids 
round  Batavia,  subjeA  to  the  Dutch,  each  containing  six 
persons,  or  300,000  in  the  whole.  The  city  and  suburbs 
contain  near  eight  thousand  houses;  those  belonging  to 
the  Chinese  are  low,  and  full  of  people ;  those  of  the 
Dutch  are  commodious,  and  generally  adapted  to  the  cli- 
mate, having  wide  lofty  doors,  and  marble  floors,  which  being 
watered,  render  the  rooms  cool ;  but  many  were  wichouc 
tenants.  Among  other  proofs  of  the  declining  state  of  Ba- 
tavia were  tlie  vessels  lying  (here  useless  from  th^  want  of 
seamen,  or  cargoes;  no  armed  ships  to  proicSt  trade  against 
pirates  who  infest  these  seas ;  a  threatened  invasion  from 
the  Ible  of  France ;  the  place  itself  incapable  of  defence;  as 
many  soldiers  in  hospitals  as  on  duty ;  and  Commissioners 
looked  for  from  Holland  for  the  reformation  of  abuses* 
This  commission  was  far  from  being  acceptaUe,  and  it  was 
doubtful  whedier  the  arrival  of  that,  or  the  visit  of  an  enemy^ 
was  dreaded  niosc. 
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Amidst  such  prospe£b  their  hospitality  was  not  lessened. 
The  Embassador  being  unwell,  was  solicited  to  spend  some 
time  at  one  of  the  Governor*?  country  houses ,  but  he  de* 
clined  the  invitation  from  the  wish  to  proceed  upon  his 
Toyage ;  and  accordingly,  his  Excellency  and  spit  embark- 
ed March  17th,  with  a  view  of  entering  the  Straits  of 
Banka  on  the  setting  in  of  the  monsoon,  which  blows  in 
diese  seas  about  six  months  northerly  and  six  southerly* 
The  change  favourable  for  vessels  bound  to  China,  from 
die  southward  often  begins  at  tiiis  time. 

The  Lion,  in  her  passage  from  Batavia,  struck  on  a  hi- 
therto unobserved  knoU,  havbg  three  fathoms  of  water  over, 
it.  It  was  about  die  size  of  a  long  boat,  with  six  or  seven 
fathoms  water  i^round  it.  From  hence  the  westernmost 
windmill,  on  Careening  Island,  bore  S.  S.  £ ;  and  the  hos- 
pital on  Purmerent  Island,  S.  E.  by  E.  The  ship  was  soon 
warped  off,  though,  had  the  knoll  rose  nearer  to  the  surface, 
the  accident  might  have  been  serious.  The  want  of  a  ten- 
der was  now  much  felt ;  and  more  so  as  the  Commissioners 
at  Canton  had  signified  that  the  two  vessels  intended  to  wait 
on  the  Embassador  were  otherwise  employed.  The  Em- 
bassador therefore  sent  to  Batavia  to  purchase  a  suitable 
vessel,  which,  in  respe£t  to  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  was 
called  by  his  name. 

The  squadron  then  sailed  to  the  opening  which  leads  to 
die  Straits  of  Bdnka.  The  east  side  of  Sumatra  forms  the 
western  side  of  these  straits,  as  the  south  end  of  that  island 
forms  the  north  side  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda.  Almost  within 
the  angle  made  by  these  last  straits,  and  having  a  view  into 
those  of  Banka,  lies  North  Island  above-mendoned. 

Near  this  island  the  depth  of  water  is  very  irregular,  in 
9ome  places  the  water  being  shoal,  in  others  having  from 
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twelve  to  89vea  fathom%  and  la  others  again /rom  seven  to 
four.  "    • 

Soon  after  arriving  at  this  place  the  Jackall  af^teared. 
It  was  supposfcd  that  after  she  had  patted  company,  she ' 
had  met  with  some  heavy  ;nisforlui)e«  A  general  joy  was 
therefore  manifested  ajt  the  sight  q(  Iier.  Having  sustained 
damage  at  theoutsec  of  the  voyage,  she  htd  Seen  obliged  tp 
return  to  port  to  repair;  aftpr  which  every  exertion  had 
been  used  to  rejoin  the  ships*  Slie  had  stopped  a  few  days 
at  Madeira,  where  s^  arrived  shortly  after  the  departure 
of  the  Lion.  She  followed  the  latter  to  St.  Jago,  which 
she  also  reached  a  few  days  too  late.  From  thence  to 
Ivlorth  Island  she  had  not  stopped  any  yvhere.  Her  provi* 
.^ns  were  damaged  by  the  sale- water ;  and  her  crew  was 
reduced  to  very  short  ailowance  wlien  she  joined  the  Lion. 
Her  Commander,  now  Lieutenant  Saundeis»  gained  great 
credit  for  his  condudl  in  this  voyage.  * 

The  monsoto  was  still  contrary^  which  was  <he  more 
regretted  as  sickness  begun  greatly  to  preyail  ipL  both  ships' 
companies.  It  was  satisfadtory  as  singular,  hoiyever^  to 
consider  that  out  of  ,6oo  n^en,  from  leavjog  Portsmputh, 
not  one  had  been  lost.  On  shore  the  proportion^  of , deaths 
in  that  space  of  time  is  at  least  one  to  evoy  h^f^^red,  and 
in  London  two.  But  dangerous  disease;  had  npw  taken 
root  among  the  crews ;  and  the  numt^er  of  sick  eqcieased 
rapidly.  In  ordc:r,  therefoie,  to  find  put  a  cooler  and  more 
healthy  spot,  and  also  to  wait  for  a  fayoura,^le  opporttmity 
to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  Uic  ships  varied  ^ipU"  move- 
ments on  the  coasts  of  Java  and  Sumatra. 

7  he  mathematicians  on  board  the  ships  emplp\ed  their 
leisure  time  in  measuring  a  base  on  shore,  (having^a  good 
instrumcni  for  taking  angles)  with  the  view  of  a^ei;taiQing 
the  accuracy  of  the  charts  of  the  northern  entrance  into  the 
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Straits  of  Sunda.  A  level  beach  on  the  Sumatra  shore,  al- 
most opposite  the  customary  place  of  anchorage,  was  ac- 
cordingly sclcdted  for  this  purpose.  The  northern  end  of 
the  base  began  near  the  watering  place,  and  continued  from 
thence  eighteen  chains,  sixty-five  links,  or  410  yards,  forming 
with  the  meridian  an  angle  of  28  degrees.  From  thence  ' 
it  was  proIonged,^  as  well  as  the  trending  of  the  shore  would 
allow,  25  chains,  or  550  yards  further.  Sets  of  angles 
were  taken  from  the  ends  of  this  base  with  great  accuracy 
by  the  theodolite,  and  the  situations  of  North  Island,  Pulo 
Sina,  near  to  it,  the  anchorage  of  both  ships,  the  three, 
islands  called  the  Sisters,  and  Pulo  Coppia,  were  ascenained. 
Pulo  Sina,  Pulo  Coppia,  and  one  of  the  Sisters,  were  after- 
wards used  as  stations  to  determine  the  east  and  west  points 
of  Thwart-ihe-way,  Button  Island,  and  Nicholas  Point,  oa 
the  Island  of  Java,  and  to  verify  the  situations  of  the  places 
firat  mentioned,  as  they  had  been  determined  from  the  first 
base.  The  Hindosian  having  left  her  station  for  Nicholas 
Bay  on  the  north  side  of  Java,  the.  survey  was  extended 
from  Nicholas  Point  to  the  southward,  as  far  as  Angeree 
Point. 

The  latitude  of  her  anchorage  in  the  bay  and  the  bear- 
ing of  North  Island  were  very  carefully  observed;  and  to 
obtain  the  distance  of  the  shjp  from  Pulo  Satier,  an  island 
in  the  bay,  the  ship's  deck  was  assumed  as  a  base ;  from 
each  end  ot  which  angles  were  ol)served  at  the  same  instant ; 
and  the  distance  calcuiatevi  by  the  rules  of  bigonometry. 
The  latitude  of  Pulo  Saner  was*  found  to  be  5  cieg.  50 
xnin.  30  seel  S.  and  its  lungitude,  by  an  immersion  of  the 
first  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  observed  througti  two  telescopes 
on  the  island,  was  tound  to  be  105  dcg.  56  min.  30  sec.  E. 
The  latitude  ot  Nicholas  Poini  was  5  deg.  50  min.  40  sec. 
S*  ftqdtJie  long,  deduced  from  the  same  observation,  105 
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^cg.  54  min.  30  sec.  £•    The  latitudes  and  longitudef  «if 
the  following  places  were  also  as  accurately  asceitained. 

S.  Lat.  E.  Long. 

Java  Head            6  ^eg.  4.7  min.  00  sec.  104.  deg.  50  niin.  30  sec. 

Three  Sisters       S- — ^4»  —  00  105 41  -- —  36 

Thwart-the-way  5  —  5  5  —  00  105  —  4  3 00 

Korth  IsUnd        5_^38_*-ooi.  105 4.3 301 

Aageree  Point     6  —    a  —  00  105 47  — ^  30 

Cap  5. 58 30  10  s 4^ 30 

putton   .  5 49 00  105 48 30 

By  observations  of  the  fixed  stars  the  rate  of  ^oiiig  of  the 
several  time-keepers  was  also  exidly  ascertained.  h\ 
making  one  of  these  observations,  an  alarming  incident  oc* 
curred.  Dr.  Dinwiddle  being  about  to  appJv  his  face  to 
,9,  tree  to  observe  a  passing  star,  while  another  person  was 
^o  have  his  eye  on  the  time-keeper,  a  large  snake,  which 
\va$  within  the  hark,  shewed  its  head  soon  enough  to  obliga 
tlic  gentlemen  to  remove  their  station. 

They  afterwards  yisited  the  small  islands  of  the  Cap  and 
BuJtton,  which  were  so  steep  and  rugged  that  it  was  (difficult 
to  land  upon  them.  They  were  found  to  be  of  volcanic 
origin.  Subterraneous  volcanoes  generally  produce  regu- 
^larly  shaped  hills,  terminating  in  truncated  cooes ;  but  the 
materials  thrown  up  by  subaqncous  ones  fall  into  the 
water,  and  are  more  irregularly  scattered  and  mishapen,  as 
in  the  cases  of  the  Cap  and  Button. 

la  the  fir^t  were  two  caverns  running  in  a  dire^ion  into 
the  side  of  the  rock,  and  containing  quantiiies  of  bird's  nesi% 
highly  prized  by  the  voluptuaries  of  China,  They  appear 
tp  be  formed  of  fine  filaa;ents,  cemented  by  a  transparenc 
viscous  substance.  1  hey  adhere  to  each  other  and  to  the 
sides  of  Jhe  cavern, chiefly  in  regular  rows.  The  birds  that 
bujld  them  are  small  grey  swaUows,  widi  bellies  of  a  diny 
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'WhJt^.     Numbers  of  them  were  flying  abput ;   feut  their 
'«'ze  and  Swiftness  enabled  them  to  elude  the  shots  that  wert 
fired  at  them  ^     Similar  liests  arq  said  to  be  found  in  caverns 
In  the  Javanese  mountains,  remote  from  the  sea,  from 
Vfhkh  element  the  biids  are  supposed  to  derive  neither  food 
nor  materiab  for  their  nesrs.     They  live  on  iosedls  which 
hover  over  stagnant  waters  in  the  ValHes,  for  catching  whict^« 
tlieir  wide  opening  beats  are  well  suited.     Their  nests  are 
itiade  from  the  best  remnants  of  their  food.     The  kite  is 
their  greafest  enemy,  who  frequently  seizes  them  as  they 
'^ass  to  and  from  the  caverns,  the  rocks  round  which  are 
mostly  of  grey  lime-stone,  or  white  marble.     The  nests 
are  ranged  horizontally  at  different  depths,  from  50  to  50O 
feet.     Their  colour  and  value  depend  on  the  gopdness  and 
^quantity  of  the  inserts,  and  in  some  measure  oa  the  situa- 
tion where  they  are  built.     Those  which  are  (he  most'  white 
■and  transparent  fetch  the  greatest  price  in  China,  and  arc 
often  sold  for  their  Weight  in  silver*    These  nests  form,  a 
^considerable  article  of  commerce;   and  nunibers  of  the 
Javanese  are  bred  to  the  employment  from  their  childhodd. 
The  birdis  are  generally  two  months  in  building  their  nests, 
and  they  by  in  them  two  eggs,  which  are  hatched  in  about 
fifteen  days.     As  soon  as  the  young  ones  are  fledged,  it  is 
deemed  4  fit  time  to  take  the  nests^  which  is  done  thrice  a 
year,  and  the  method  of  doing  it  is  by  ladders  of  bamboo 
and  reeds ;  but  if  the  cavern  is  of  a  great  depth,  rope-ladders 
are  used.      Great  danger  attends  this  employment;    and 
'many  liavc  perished  in  it.     The  mountaineers  generally 
sacrifice  a  buffaloc  before 'they  ci;)gage  in  the  hazardous  bu- 
'siness ;  and  the  same  is  constantly  observed  by  the  Javanese 
on  commencing  any  extraordinary  undertaking.      They 
likewise  pronounce  certain  prayers,  anoint  themselves  wi(h 
'oily  and  smoke  the  moutli  of  the  cavern  with  gum-benj^7 


Digitized 


J  by  Google 


Il6  £MBASSV   TO  CHIKA. 

min.  A  tutelar  Goddess  it  worshipped  near  tome  of  these 
places,  the  priest  of  which  burns  incense,  and  pronounces 
his  blessing  on  the  head  of  every  person  who  descends  the 
cavern.  A  flambeau  is  also  used  on  the  occasion,  made 
from  a  gum  which  is  produced  by  a  tree  in  the  neigb- 
bpurhood,  and  is  not  easily  put  out  by  fixed  airs  or  va« 
pours. 

The  bird  which  builds  these  nests  is  devoid  of  those  white 
Spots  on  the  tail  feathers,  ascribed  to  it  t>y  Linnaeus ;  but 
perhaps  there  may  be  two  species,  the  nests  of  both  being 
alike  valuable* 

On  the  southern  extremity  of  Sumatra  these  nests  were 
unknown,  at  least  by  the  people  who  came  to  sell  vegeta- 
bles to  the  ships.  Some  of  these  came  in  boats,  pointed  at 
both  ends,  and  a  moveable  rudder  at  each,  to  steer  back- 
wards or  forwards  with  equal  ease ;  and  others  in  narrow 
canoes,  with  out-riggers  on  one  side,  to  prevent  them  from 
oversetting.  Each  canoe  had  only  a  single  person,  who 
used  an  oar,  broad  at  both  ends,  serving  to  paddle  alternately 
'  on  either  side.  Both  the  boats  and  canoes  were  manned  by 
Malays,  a  people  who  reside  on  the  coasts  of  most  of  the 
islands  in  the  Chinese  seas,  and  who  have  a  language  and 
manners  common  to  them  all.  Those  on  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Sumatra  are  few  in  number,  and  seem  to  be 
both  idle'and  wretched.  Their  habitations  are  mere  ^eds, 
in  which  it  is  impossible  to  stand  upright ;  and  their  apparel 
did  not  reach  below  the  waist.  A  large  extent  of  land  in 
that  quarter  is  covered  only  with  a  long  coarse  grass,  spon- 
taneously produced  by  a  soil  similar  to  that  of  the  neigh- 
bouring woods,  and,  therefore,  ia  all  likelihood  it  had  been 
cleared  from  trees  by  the  industry  oF.roan.  The  present 
appearance  of  devastation  and  decline  is  not  surprising,  if 
the  inhabitants  have  always  been  in  a  state  of  hostility. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


feMBASSV  TO  CHIKA*  tlf 

Vfhich  seems  to  be  the  case,  froixr  their  never  going,  though 
half  naked,  without  arms.  The  weapon  worn  by  tiiem  is 
a  criss  or  dagger,  which  they  are  said  to  steep  in  some  ve- 
getable poison.  They  are  generally  low  in  stature,  of  a 
brown  complexion,  with  broad  faces,  large  mouths,  strong 
black  hair,  and  but  liale  beard,  which  they  pick  out  with 
pincers.  Few  of  those  that  were  seen  had  iht  marks  of 
civility  or  intelligence  in  their  countenances.  .  Yet  that 
some  kind  of  civilization  must  prevail  among,  them  ap- 
peared from  this  instance: — Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  on  sailing 
from  Batavia,  ordered  a  board  to  b^  nailed  to  a  post,  on  the 
Sumatra  beach,  containing  a  dire£^ion  to  the  Jackall,  in 
case  she  should  visit  that  spot.  He  found,  at  his  return, 
that  the  board  had  been  taken  down  for  the  sake  of  the 
nails.  The  mere  savage  would  have  been  contented  with 
the  supply  of  his  own  wants,  without  regarding  the  objeft  ^ 
for  which  the  board  had  been  placed  by  strangers  ;  but  the 
Malay,  on  the  contrary,  took  care,  after  drawing  out  the 
nails,  to  replace  the  board  with  wooden  pegs ;  in  which 
condition  it  was  found,  only  in  an  inverted  position,  owing 
to  his  being  ignorant  of  the  language  in  which  the  direfiion 
-was  written.  That  they  are  not  entirely  unacquainted  ^rith 
letters,  appeared  from  an  inscription  of  two  lines  in  the  Ma- 
lay tongue,  that  were  cut  upon  the  bark  of  a  bamboo,  tied 
across  a  post. 

A  seaman  belonging  to  the  Lion,  Hio  was  on  shore 
sjone,  with  some  lindn  to  wa^h,  thoughtlessly  strolled  to  an 
adjacent  village,  where  he  was  treated  and  assisted  with 
tiospitaljty.  .  Yet  so  little  dependaace  is  to  be  placed  on  this 
people,  that  they  murdered,  the  very  next  day,  one  of  the 
anificcrs  belonging  to  the  Embassy,  who  went  on  shor^  to 
.vrash  some  liqen. 

This  man  was  of  a  remarkably  thoughtless  as  well  as 
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ingenious  turn  of  nnnd.  He  was  not  only  by  trade  an  ex- 
cellent joinier  and  cabinet-maker,  but  could  turn  hislianc} 
to  many  olhcrs,  and  was  therefore  highly  serviceable  ia  a 
situation  like  'he  present.  He  had  seen  good  days;  and 
his  good  humour  and  cheerful  disposition  rendered  him  a 
general  fcvourite,  so  that  few  deaths  would  have  excited 
a  ^rctrter  detestation  than  his  against  the  perpetrators  of  ir. 
This  part  of  the  coast  was  subjefled  to  the  King  of  Ban- 
tam, in  tlie-Isle  of  Java;  it  was  resolved,  therefore,  to  in- 
form him  of  the  murder,  in  order  to  discover  and  punish 
.  the  guilty.  The  Malays  here  were  afraid  of  reprisals,  and 
therefore  did  not  dare  to  appear  again ;  but  they  aiiedged 
that  the  murderers  were  pirates,  who  stopped  there  some- 
times for  water.  These  pirates  are  likewise  Malays,  bdt 
mostly  fmm  the  islands  farther  to  the  eastward,  who  rove 
about  in  fleets  of  boats,  mounting  four  or  six  guns,  and. 
^sometimes  more.  They  had  lately  taken  several  Dutch 
vessels,  and  some  belonging  to  the  English  settlements  in 
India,  called  country  ships,  because  they  do  not  trade  out  <jf 
Asia.  Several  of  these  were  obliged  to  hire  marines  to  proteA 
their  vessels  against  these  marauders,  whose  vessels  being 
Smaller,  and  of  little  draught  of  water,  can  use  their  oars  in 
talm  weather^  and  avoid  a  superior  force,  by  sheltering 
themselves  in  the  recesscb*  at  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  Suma- 
tra, the  coast  of  which  is  an  entire  grove  of  mangroves, 
'rising  out  ot  a  salt  morass. 

This  tree  extends  its  roots,  from  various  parts  of  the 
trunk  in  a  curve  direcftion,  into  the  water,  fonrfing  A  long 
teries  of  arches,  till  they  reach  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  From 
the  circumstance  of  oysters  and  other  shfell- fish  being  ofteh 
found  adhering  to  these  roots,  his  risen  the  story  that  oy- 
sters grow  here  up^  trees.  This  marshy  soil  produced  a 
%aDefal  atmosphere  and  nofturaal  fojss^  the  influence  of 
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Virhich  ^ere  felt  at  North  Island,  aiid  on  board  the  shipping 
9it  their  anchorage  near  it.  At  night  the  clouds  were  low; 
lind  narrowed  the  liorizon,  as  the  atmosphere  had  not  suf* 
firient  motion  to  dispei  ihem,  The  vivid  lightning  which 
gashed  almost  incessantly  from  thedarker  clouds  shewed  thetn 
to  be  greatly  charged  with  elcdric  matter,  but  the  thunder 
bore  very  little  proportion  to  the  iightning.  On  striking 
the  surface  of  the  sea  a  phosphoiic  light  appeared,  which 
must  have  been  caused  by  the  lucid  p  nicies  spread  upon 
it ;  and  on  touching  a  wave,  several  of  those  particles  were 
perceived  on  the  hand.  They  did  not  spread  a  greater 
light  on  the  sea,  at  night,  than  the  multitudes  on  shore,  of 
the  fire-fly,  called  the  lampyris,  which  darts  sparks  from 
t{jc  two  last  circles  of  its  abdom^en,  the  ii}se&  seeming  (o 
have  ad  alternate  respiration,  the  abdomen  filling  and  emit- 
ting light' at  each  inspiration*  The  meteor  called  a  MU 
i^ig  star,  is  rare  within  the  tropics ;  but  some  were  seen 
here,  having  a  less  velocity,  and  disappearing  less  suddenly 
than  in  the  temperate  zones.  Though  the  thermometer 
was  seldom  in  the  shade  above  85  or  86  degrees,  the  air 
Mras  as  oiFei>sive  as  if  it  came  out  of  an  oven,  and  caused 
an  inertness  and  weakness  even  in  the  most  robust ;  and  to 
this  relaxation  was  attributed  the  loss  of  two  seamen,  who 
fell  from  aloft,  and  were  drowned. 

It  was  resolved,  ilieix^fore,  to  quit  this  unpleasant  spot 
for  N  ichoJas  Point.  This  place  was  found  clear  of  swamps 
and  fogs ;  the  land  and  sea-breezes  regular,  and  while  the 
rain  fell  heavily  on  the  oppotite  shore,  the  air  here  was 
pure,  and  the  weather  fine.  The'  distance  from  North 
Island  to  Nicholas  Point  is  about  eighteen  milc^,  and  the 
course  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 

In  an  easterly  dire£lion  from  Nicholas  Bay  the  next  is 
the  Bay  of  Bantam,  formerly  noted  for  its  being  the  ren- 
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dezvoiis  of  European  ships  trading  to  the  east.  Bantam 
was  the  chief  market  for  pepper  and  other  spice.  Here 
the  English  and  Dutch  had  their  principal  fa  dories,  and 
the  merchants  of  Arabia  and  Hindostan  came  hither.  Such 
an  opinion  had  its  monarchs  •f  the  importance  of  trade, 
that  they  gave  the  most  extravagant  encouragement  to 
foreign  merchants,  punishing  with  death  a  native  who 
paurdered  a  stranger;  while. a  foreigner,  on  the  contrary, 
might  compound  for  killing  a  Bantatnese.  This  place 
flourished  a  long  while ;  but  since  the  Dutch  conquered 
Jacanra  and  built  Batavia,  and  the  English  have  transferred 
their  trade  to  Hindostan  and  China,  it  has  h\len  into  in- 
significance. There  s^re  other  circumstances  also  which 
have  contributed  to  its  ruin.  The  bay  has  been  rendered 
inaccessible  to  large  vessels  by  the  quantities  of  earth  daflf 
.  washed  from  the  mountains,  and  hy  the  coral  shoals  ex* 
tending  a  long  way  to  the  ea8tward>  so  that  even  the  Lion's 
pinnace  could  not  reach  the  town.  Most  of  the  houses 
have  been  destroyed  by  a  fire,  and  few  have  been  rebuilt. 
The  power  of  the  King  has  drooped  with  the  commerce 
of  this  state.  Having  made  use  of  the  Dutch  in  his  wan 
with  the  other  Javanese  princes,  he  has  been  the  captive  of 
bis  allies  ever  since.  His  palace  is  built  in  the  EUiropeaa 
style,  in  a  foirt,  the  garrison  of  which  comes  from  B^^via, 
and  the  Commander,  who  lives  in  another  fort,  nearer  the 
sea,  takes  his  orders  from  thence.  1  he  King  is,  indeed, 
billowed  to  keep  up  a  body  of  native  troops  and  several 
armed  vessels,  by  which  means  he  preserves  his  dominion 
over  part  pf  the  Sumatra  coast.  All  the  pepper  raised  in 
his  territories  must  be  sold  to  him  at  a  low  price,  and  he  is 
obliged,  by  contra6t,  to  sell  it  again  to  the  Dutch  with  a, 
small  advance,  so  (hat  they  obtain  it  much  under  the  market* 
^ble  value.     The  present  monarch  is  also  high-pt  jest  of  ^ 
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Mohammedan  religion,  with  which  he  blends  tome  of  th« 
"supersdtions  of  the  aborigines  of  the  isl^nd^  particularly  in 
adoring  the  great  banyan,  or  Indian  ^g-tree,  which  is  also 
venerated  by  the  Hindoos,  and  it  is,  undoubtedly,  very  con-* 
tenient  for  the  celebration  of  religious  rites.  The  Banta«* 
mese  likewise  transact  all  their  platters  of  state  under  a 
shady  tree  by  moon-light*  On  an  application  to  the  King, 
by  means  of  the  Dutch  Governor,  he  sent  two  armed 
vessels  to  Sumatra,  in  quest  of  the  pei sons  who  had  com- 
fnitted  the  murder  already  mentioned ;  and  dfter  the  departure 
of  the  ships,  infonuation  was  obtained  of  one  of  them  hav- 
ing been  found  and  executed.  Nicholas  Bay  furnished  a 
convenient  watering-place,;  and  near  the  shore  was  a  vil- 
lage where  buffaloes,  poultry,  and  vegetablesi  werp  pur* 
chased  cheap. 

The  crew  of  the  Lion  were  daily  supplied  with  fresh 
provisions;  the  decks  and  beams  were  washed  with  vine- 
gar, an  allowance  of  which  was  also  given  to  the  men-; 
fires,  were  also  kindled  to  air  the  ship^,  and  the  ventilators 
kept  in  constant  work. .  The  sick  were  s'?nt  on  shore  froni^ 
both  ships  to  take  the  air  and  exercise,  and  this  was  also  . 
done  at  JVngeree  Point,  to  the  south  of  Point^  Nicholas, 
where  the  Dutch  have  a  battery  of  four  giins,  near  a  Malay 
village.  Here  was  a  manufadiory  of  indigo.  The  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Angeree,  and  the  indigo  leaves 
which  are  thrown  into  it,  give  it  an  inferiority  as  a  cater- 
ing place  to  Nicholas  Bay. 

The  common  pepple  did  not  seem  to  have  any  neces- 
sity for  constant  labour,  but  were  much  engaged  in  various 
sorts  of  amuse^nents.  One  of  these  consisted  in  a  man's 
displaying  several  attitudes  and  postures  under  different 
maslcs.  He  had  acquired  such  a  power  over  t^e  out- 
ward muscles  as  to  give  each  an  independent  voluntary 
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iiiotioii»  When  hu  contortions  were  sufpridng,  great 
applause  w^b  manifested  by  the  speAators*  and  quantitict 
of  smali*  copper  money  thrown  to  him.  Thcie  .were 
numbers  of  Malays  present,  each  armed  wkh  a  crias  ;  ani 
the  bustle  among  them»  occasioned  by  an  uncommon  ex« 
•rtion  of  the  performer,  made  some  of  the  Europeans  dread 
its  being  preparatory  to  an  a&  of  treachery  medicated 
against  diem. 

The  seamen,  however,  soon  got  the  habit'  of  trading 
familiarly  with  these  Malays:  some  laid  out  part  of  their 
wages  in  monkies,  particularly  the  simiaayguia  of  Lin- 
nseus,  which  has  its  forehead  resembling  a  toupee  combed 
back  with  great  care,  and  cheeks,  usually  called  alforges^ 
into  which  he  crams  such  provisions,  for  future  use,  as  he 
cannot  conveniently  consume.  Others  chose  a  iniiio^ 
which  is  a  bird  somewhat  like  a  }ack«daw  in  form  and 
siae, 'having  a  yellow  niflp  or  naked  membrane  round  its 
neck,  and  supposed  to  be  the  readiest  of  the  feathered  race 
in  imitating  the  human  voice;  The  sailers  were  also 
much  amusefd  by  a  fish  called  the  skip- jack,  or  the  Mmr/ars 
0€€tlatus  of  naturalists;  having  'extremely  prominent  eyes» 
and  is  often  seen  skipping  on  the  surface  of  thewatier  near 
the  shore.  Esculent  fish  are  npt  plenty  in  any  part  of 
these  Straits;  and  tlie  Malays  oflEbn  feed  on  the. young  or 
•mallei  sort  of  sharks.  The  presence  of  these  fish  is  sup- 
posed to  frighten  away  other  fish,  and  yet  no  place  abpunds 
more  with  the  very  best  kind  than  the  Island  of  Amster- 
dam, where  the  sharks  were  numerous^ and  large.  The 
frequency  of  vessels  in  these  Straits  has  a  tendency  lo 
drive  particular  fish  away.  But  the  fertility  of  the  land  on 
both  sides  sufficiently  compensates  for  ifais  scarcity.  There 
is  not  opiy  an  ample  return  to  the  toil  of  the  labourer,  but 
also  many  spoiuaneous  produ^Ons  for  the  aoarisluneni  of 
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muo.  In  the  woods  abundance  of  catab!e  fruits  app  pro* 
duced;  among  others  is  one  like  a  pear  in  size  aul  forai^ 
which  the  natives  ate  themselves,  but  which  they  never 
oiFered  for  sale.  It  grew  immediately  from  all  parts  of  a 
tall  stem,  and  not  merely  from  the  tntnk  and  the  principal 
branches* 

The  abundance  of  the  underwood,  and  the  quantities  of 
creeping  plants  which  form  a  kind  of  ^net,  supported  by 
other  tr^es,  rendered  it  impradicaUe  to  penetnte  f%r  into 
the  forests  of.  Java.  Some  of  these  plants  were  .of  great 
strenjth,  and  one  trailed  along  the  ground  in  the  manner 
of  the  convulvulus,  having  a  stalk  aliout  an  inch  in  diame* 
tCTy  and  exceeding  in  length  one  hundred  feet.  The  heat 
^a^  »>medmes  suffocating ;  and  near  marshy  ground  the 
musquitocs  and  gnats  were  very  troublesome.  In  somo 
open  placed  were  spiders'  webs,  the  threads  of  which  were 
so  stroi^  as  not  easily  to  be  divided  without  a  knife;  and 
they  seemed  to  render  his  projed  feasible,  who,. in  tbe- 
sottthern  parts  of  Europe,  proposed  a  silk  manufa<Suie 
from  spiders*  threads.  Jt  was  pleasing  to  see  trees  in  rich 
blossom,  and  birds  of  the  most  beautiful  plumage;  some^ 
howeveri  expressed,  a  disagreeable  sound  like  the  hissing  of 
jserpents,  a^d  which  was  indeed  sometimes  mistaken  for  it* 
Rain  was  seldom  felt^  as  the  dry  season  was  set  in»  and  the 
wind  was  so  far  favourable  that  the  ships  coiild  make  a 
slow  way  to  the  Strai.s  of  Banka. 

Two  ships  arrived  from  China  in  the  middle  of  Aprils 
which  indicated  that  the  monsoon  still  continued  adverse 
for  making  a  quick  passage  thither,  fiy  these  ships  a  con- 
firmation was  received  of  the  former  favourable  accounts 
fyook  China,  and  a  good  opponunity  oScrtd  of  writing  to 
Europe  by  them.  The  wind  shifted  soon  after,  but  the 
wtnxA  siiU  set  to  the  S*  W.  often  above  two  miles  an 
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hour ;  while  the  brazes  were  50  lights  and  the  calms  M 
frequent,  chat  little  progress  was  made,  and  indeed  the  shipt 
were  obliged  often  to  anchor  to  prevent  being  drivsn  back. 
At  length  the  currjent  changed  its  course  to  the  £•  S.  £• 
the' 26th  April,  and  the  next  day  to  the  N;  E.  half  a  mile 
an  hour.  Tlie  light  sails  were  nil  set  to  take  advantage  of 
the  slight  airs,  with  some  success.  While  the  squadron 
'  anchored  within  the  Brothers,  which  are  two  small  woody 
islands  surrounded  with'  reefe  of  coral,  a«  opportunity  was 
taken  of  detern^ining  their  latitude,  which  was  found  to  be 
5  deg.  8  min.  S.  and  their  longitude  106  deg.  4  min.  W. 
Several  whales  were  observed  hereabouts,  which  v/ere  the 
first  seen  since  leaving  the  Inland  of  Amsterdam. 

April  18th,  the  hills  of  Banka  Island  appeared,  though 
the  weather  was  hazy.  The  Clarence  and  Jackal]  taking 
the  lead,  gave  notice  that  the  water  shoaled  to  three  fathoms, 
which  obliged  the  Lion  to  come  to  anchor.  The  Hin« 
dostan  touched  on  the  N.  W.  of  the  Island  of  Lucipara, 
and  a  six  inch  cable;  which  was  sent  from  her  to  the  Lion, 
DOW  under  sail,  broke  in  getting  her  off,  which  was,  how- 
ever, effefled.  * 

The  eastern  coast  of  Sumatra  was  constantly  seen,  and 
the  sea  was  muddy  and  less  sale,  owing  to  the  fi-esh  water 
which  came  from  the  large  rivers  of  that  island*  Pieces  of 
the  land  also  floated  along,  first  driven  off  by  the  stream  of 
the  river,  and  .then  carried  forwards  by  the  current.  These 
were,  in  fafi,*  floating  isles  rent  from  the  parent  land  by 
violent  floods,  and  the  roots  of  the  trees  or  shrubs  that  grow 
on  them  must  have  been  so  matted  together,  and  so  coTered 
with  heavy-earth,  as  to  form  a  ballast  for  steadying  the  dnir, 
as  well  as  keeping  the  stems  of  the  trees  in  an  upright 
position. 

On  the  30th  the  ships  anchored  near  the  southemmolft 
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of  the  Nanka  Isles,  near,  the  west  shore  of  the  Island  of 
Banka.  '  This  island  is  famous  in  Asia  for  its  tin  mines. 
Ic  lies  opposite  to  the  river  Palambany,  in  Sumatra,  on 
which  the  sovereign  of  Banka,  who  is  the  ovviier  also 
of  the  territory  of  Palambany,  resides.  He  preserves  his 
sovereignty  principally  by  the  aid  of  tlic  Uu^ch,  who  havo 
a  garrison  at  Palambany,  and  possess  the  advantage  of  a 
contract  with  the  prince  for  all  the  tin  procured  in  his  ter-* 
ritories,  which  he  compels  his  subje£is  to  sell  to  him  at  a 
low  price,  and  he  selte  it  again  to  the  Dutdr  at  a  small 
advance.  The  miners  at  Banka  ore  very  perfe6t  in  convert* 
ing  the  ore  into  metal,  using  wood  as  fuel  in  their  furnaces, 
which  is  more  free  from  sulphur  than  fossil  coal,  or  coak, 
and  does  not  so  much  zStSt  the  malleability  of  the  metaL 
It  meets,  therefore,  a  preference  sometimes  at  Canton  t6 
the  European  tin  :  and  the  Dutch  Company  do  not  reap 
a  less  profit  from  it  yearly  than  150,0001. 

Sir  Erasmus  Gower  observes,  "  that  it  is  desirable  for 
ships  to  stop  at  the  Nanka  Isles,  as  wood  is  easy  to  be 
had,  and  die  water  deemed  preferable  for  keeping  to  any 
,  other  discovered  by  the  squadron  in  these  seas.  It  is  dis* 
charged  from  three  small  rills  into  a  deep  reservoir.  A  cask, 
having  holes  in  it,  was  sunk  near  the  reservoir,  into  which 
the  water  was  conveyed  pure  arid  clear.  At  high  water 
the  distance  of  rolling  the  casks  was  not  above  ten  yards  ; . 
but  at  low  water  it  was  one  hundred.  The  ground,  how* 
e.ver,  ytzs  good,  and  the  people  employed  in  filling  the 
casks  were  completely  shaded,  ixs  also  for  a  part  of  the  roll* 
ing  distance.  7  he  tide  rises  and  falls  about  eleven  feet,  and 
^^hile  the  ships  were  there  flowed  only  'Once  in  twepty- 
four  hours.  The  latitude  of  the  road  is  2  deg.  22  min;  S. 
long.  105  deg.  41  min.  E.  It  is  perfedly  sheltered  from 
j^.  W.  by  S.  to  the  N.  W.'and  there  cannot  be  a  high  sea 
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with  any  wind,  as  the  land  is  at  a  short  distance  in  the  opett 
points/' 

On  the  largest  of  these  islands  a  belt  of  trees  was  ob« 
served,  df  lighter  green,  and  younger  growth,  than  the 
wood  which  it  enclosed,  and  on  landing,  it  was  found  to 
have  sprung  up  from  land  yet  moist,  and  hardly  recovered 
from  the  sea.  In  some  places  were  found  fragments  of 
haematites,  or  blood-stone,  in  a  circular  form,  and  inchid«' 
ing  a  hoUow,  lined  partly  with  san^,  which  seemed  to  have 
succeeded  a  liquid  tliat  at  one  time  had  boiied  in  theae 
cavities. 

Near  these  little  islands  the  sea  wati  shallow,  and  heaps 
of  stone,  n^ixed  with  iron  ore,  arose  in  many  places  above 
the  surface,  without  any  appearance  of  vegetation,  which 
indicated  a  volcanic  origin. 

The  squadron  sailed  front-  hence  on  the  4ih  of  May* 
A  shoal  is  mentioned  as  leading  from  these  isles  to  a  rock 
having  but  little  water  over  it,  called  Frederick  Henry, 
after  avhip  of  that  name  which  was  lost  on  it  some,  years 
since.  1  he  Clarence  and  Jackall,  with  «ix  boats,  were 
employed  to  seek  fur  it,  that  its  position  might  be  deter* 
mined;  but  their  search  was  in  vain.  The  squadron  pur* 
sued  its  course,  and  crossed  the  line  May  icth,  in  longitude 
105  deg.  48  min.  £.  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  says,  ^  thai 
the  observations  at  noon  discovered  that  a  current  set 
the  ships  half  a  degree  to  the  northward,  Which  was  agree^ 
able  to  aa  expe^ation  formed  from  the  accounts  contained 
in  Dunn's  Diredory.'*  That  author, adds,  however,  thai 
it  sets  also  at  thi^  season  to  the  westward ;  but  it  appeared, 
on-making  the  land  of  Pulo  Lingen,  to  have  set  £.  N.  £. 
27  miles  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

Pulo  Lingen,  which  is*crosbcd  by  the  equator,  is  a  large 
island^  having  a  torked  mountain  in  the  middle,  called  by 
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^ors  the  Asses'  Ears.  Various  islands  were  daily' seen, 
some  isolated,  and  some  in  groupes ;  many  were  dodied 
widi  verdure;'  some  widi  lofty  trees,  and  others  being  mere 
rocks,  white  with  the  dung  of  birds*  MocK  thunder, 
li^uling,  and  rain,  were  experienced  in  this  passage*; 
and  the  ships  were  often  obliged  to  come  to  anchor.  The 
thermometer,  ip  the  shade,  was  from  84  to  90  degrees,  and 
the  excessive  heat  had  a  great  efic<^  on  all  the  crews. 
Several  weve  affli6led  with  the  dysentery,  and,  therefore^ 
a  convenient  shore  began  most  anxiously  to  be  wished 
for.  '  *    .. 

On  the  17th  of  May  the  squadron  anchored  in  a  bay 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Pulo,  or  Island  of  Condore.  This 
bay  is  formed  by  four  sinail  islands,  so  near  to  each  other^ 
dut  from  difierent  pcnnts  of  view  they  seem  to  join^  They 
appear  to  be  fragments  of  primeval  mountains,  8q>arated  by 
lime  from  the  continent.  [The  longest  is  a  mere  ridge  of 
hills,  eleven  or  twelve  miles  long,  and  about  three  broads 
and  of  the  form  of  a  half  moon.  Its  latitude  was  found  to 
be  8  deg.  40  min.  N.  ^nd  longitude  105  deg.  55  min.  £• 
A  turde's  nest  was  found  on  one  of  these  isles,  containing 
leveral  young,  just  hatched,  having  a  kind  of  placenta  ad* 
hering  to  their  bellies.  None  of  these  exceeded  a  few 
ounces  ia  weighr,  or .  an  inch  and  a  half  in  size,  though 
capable  of  attaining  to  the  weight  of  many  hundreds  of 
pounds. 

The  English  had  a  settlement  at  Condore  tiH.tbe  end  of 
the  last  century,  when  some  Malay  soldiers  in  their  ser« 
wc  murdered  their  principals,  and  no  Europeans  have 
resided  here  since.  At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  was  a.  village 
dose  to  the  besu:h,  with  a  range  of  cocoa«nut  trees  before 
it,  and  having  a  good  landing-place  for  boats.  Here  a 
pasty  landed  fiom  the  ships,  using  the  precaution^  hawevei^ 
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of  going  armed,  as  some  large  canoes,  chat  appeared  withfoi 
the  bay,  induced  a  suspicion  that  they  might  belong  ta 
Malay  pirates.     Several  of  the  inhabitants  came  to  the 

'  beach,  and  condudkd  the  party  to  the  house  of  their  chief. 
It  was  a  hut  made  6f  bamboo,  and  larger  than  the  others ; 
the  floor  was  raised  a.  few  feet  above  the  ground,  and 
covered  with  mats,  on  which  were  assembled  as  many 
men  as  the  room  could  hold.  It  seemed  to  be  a  festive 
meeting.  In  one  apartment  was  an  altar,  adorned  with 
images,  and  the  partitions  hung  with  monstrous  figures  -, 
but  the  people  did  not  seem  to  be  religiously  employed. 
Some  spears  were  placed  against  the  wall,  with  their  points 
on  the  ground,  together  with  a  few  match-fojcks  and  a 
<wivel  gun.     The  people  were  dressed  in  loose  garments 

^  of  blue  cotton,  and  their  countenances  had  all  the  Chinese 
charafteristics.  Long  pieces  of  paper,  filled  with  Chinese 
writing,  hung  from  the  ceiling.  One  of  the  missionaries, 
however,  could  not  understand  their  conversation :  but  when 
their  words  were  written  down  he  readily  comprehended 
the  meaning.  The  -advantage  of  the  Chinese  charadters 
appeared  in  this  instance  to  be  equal  to  that  of  Arabic  nu- 
merals^ in  conveying  the  same  meaning  to  the  eye  where** 
ever  known,  although  the  oral  language  be  ever  so  dis* 
similar.  1  he  letters  of  other  tongues,  on  the  contrary,  do 
not  deno.te  things,  but  mere  elementary  sounds,  which,  by 
various  combinations,  form  words,  or  more  complicated 
sounds,  conveying  dtffereat  ideas  in  diflFerenc-  languages^ 
tboqgh  the  alphabetic  form  be  the  same. 

Pulo  Condore  is  inhabited  by  the  descendants  of  Cochin-* 
Chinese^  whose  ancestors  fled  their  country  through  an  at*  . 
tachment  to  one  of  their  sovereigns  who  was  deposed  by 
others  of  his  subjefb.     The  pepple  promised  next  day,  if 
possible,  to  furnish  a  specified  quantity  of  provisioas  for 
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tbe  sJiJps,  the  next  day,  when  It  was  also  intended  to  land 
the  $ick.  Early  In  the  morning  the  wea&er  was  iaifi  and 
a  party  of  pleasure  went  from  the  Hindostan  to  a  small 
island  near  to  Pulo  Condore.  They  had  hardly  arrived 
there'  when  the  sky  began  to  blacken ;  and  to  avoid  the 
ttoeatQing  storm,  tlie  hoat  set  off  immediately  on  its  retitrti 
to  the  ship.  It  overtook  them,  however,  before  they  had 
got  half  way.  In  her  was  a  boy,  whose  father  being  un- 
well, had  been  prevented  from  making  one  of  the  company, 
and  who  was  now  looking  with  anxiety  from  the  Hindos- 
tan for  the.  return  of  the  boat.  Sometimes  it  was  seen 
above  the  waves,  then  it  disappeared'  behind  them.  The 
jea  was  tremendous,  and  it  appeared  doubtful  whether  it^ 
was  possible  for  the  boat  to  live  in  it.  The  parent's  agi* 
tation.of  mind  was  dreadful.  He  wished  to  be  in  the  boat* 
as.thoug|h  bis  presence  could  have  allayed  the  storm.  Tho 
cockswain,  however,  guided  it  &o  well,  keeping  the  bow 
Kteadily  to  the  coming  wave,  which  else  must  have  iill^ 
and  sunk  her,  that  she  reached.the  ship,  which  was  then 
rolling  so  much  that  the  boat  narrowly  escaped  sinking  or 
4asbing  to  pieces  against  her  sides. 

When  the  weather  became  fair,  a  party  was  sent  oa 
ahore  for  the  provisions  which  had  bee^  engaged  for  and 
promised*  To  their  great  astonishment,  they  found,  on 
jtheir  arrival,  that  the  village  was  forsaken.  All  the  houses 
were,  open,  and  nothing  removed  except  so(ne  arms  that 
had  been  seen  on  the  first  visit.  In  the  house  of  the 
chief  was  left  a  paper  wrinen  in  the  Chinese  language, 
purporting  that  **  the  people  of  the  island  were  but  few, 
and  very  poor,  yet  honest,  and  unable  to  do  any  mischief; 
but  that  they  felt  great  terror  at  the  arrival  of  such  great 
abips,  and  powerful  persons ;  particularly  as  they  were  not 
^jibie  to  supply  their  wants  in  respect  of  cattle,  and  other 
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provisions,  of  which  the  poor  inhabitaota  had  scarcely  any, 
and  therefore  could  not  give  the  expected  satisfa^on.  They 
consequently  had,  through  fear  and  apprehension,  resolved 
to  fly,  to  save  their  lives.  That  they  supplicated  the  great 
people  to  compassionate  them ;  that  they  left  all  they  had 
behind  them,  and  only  requested  that  their  huts  might  QOt 
be  destroyed;  and  concluded  by  prostrating  themselves  to 
the  great  people  a  hundred  times.'' 

The  persons  who  wrote  this  letter  had,  probably,  beea 
ill  treated  by  former  strangers';  and,  on  their  return,  were» 
perhaps,  as  much  surprised  to  find  things  as  they  left  thcmy 
as  their  visitants  had  been  on  finding  the  place  abandoned* 

Instead  of  taking  any  thing  away,  a  small  present  was 
left  in  the  house  of  the  chief,  with. a  letter  in  Chinese,  sig- 
'nifying  that  *<  the  ships  and  people  were  English,  who 
came  there  only  for  refreshment,  on  fair  terms  of  purchase, 
without  any  evil  design ;  being  a  civilized  nation,  endowed 
with  principles  of  humanity,  which  forbade  them  to  plunder 
or  injure  others,  who  were  weaker  or  fewer  than  thern'^ 
selves.'* 

Nothing  being  to  be  had  here,  the  squadron  got  under 
weigh  May  the  1 8th . 

The  ground  being  tough,  the  Hindostan's  anchor  was 
hard  to  raise,  apd  therefore  several  of  the  sol^Ters  belonging 
4o  the  Embassy  were  employed  in  assisting  the  seamen  in 
pressing  on  the  bars  of  the  capstan.  Amidst  their  eShtis 
the  messenger,  or  rope  conne£ted  with  the  cable,  broke; 
the  anchor,  which  was  partly  elevated,  fell  back  with  ad- 
ditional force,  and  whirls  the  capstan  about  with  such  ra- 
pidity, that  the  bars  shot  violently  from  their  sockets  in  all 
directions;  knocking  down  every  man  in  their  way  with 
resistless  force,  and  one  of  them  flew  across  the  cuddy  or 
dining  parlour,  to  the  door  of  the  great  cabin.    The  quac^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


,      EMBASSY  TO  CHINA.  I3I 

ter-declc  was  covered  with  men  groaning  with  their  wounds. 
Most  of  the  crew  had  been  employed  on  the  capstan;  and 
therefore  it  was  impossible,  on  the  instant,  16  determine 
how  many  might  be  killed  or  maimed.  The  consternation 
was  more  than  that  occasioned  by  an  engagement.  No 
one,  however,  lost  his  life.  The  seamen  being  used  fo  the 
manoeuvres  of  a  ship,  were  dextrous  enough  to  avoid 
being  hurt,  but  hardly  any  of  the  soldiers  escaped.  Im<T 
mediate  care  was  taken  of  those  who  had  sufiered ;  and 
the  ten  men  whose  limbs  were  broken,  and  those  who 
were  otherwise  wounded,  recovered  by  decrees.  This  ac- 
cident detained  the  Hindostan  at  anchor,  till  the  squall  en- 
creasing,  the  cable  parted,  and  she  was  driven  to  sea.  The 
wind  blew  so  hard,  that  the  brigs  weathered  it  with  diffi- 
culty. On  its  ceasing  in  the  evening  of  May  i8th,  the 
scjuadron  steered  their  course  to  the  northward. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


COCHIK-CIIIKA. 

The  weak  state  of  the  seamen,  and  the  contagious  diV 
cider  which  prevailed  among  them,  rendered  ic  necessary 
to  seek  for  a  convenient  place  to  put  the  sick  ashore,  where 
they  might  enjoy  pure  air,  and  where  fresh  provibions 
might  also  be  procured.  To  have  been  thrice  in  the  course 
of  a  few  months  placed  under  tlie  vertical /ays  of  die  sun, 
was  a  severe  trial  of  the  constitutions  of  men  who  were 
natives  of  a  cold  climate.  Their  health  had  su&red  even 
by  the  short  stay  at  Batavia ;  nor,  perhaps,  was  ilieir  con- 
tinuance on  the  shore  of  Sumatra  and  passage  through  the 
Straits  of  Banka  less  injurious.  Several  of  the  people  were 
afflifled  with  diseases  of  the  livery  and  others  were  attacked 
with  violtnt  spasms,  from  i^hcnceit  was  difficult  to  relieve 
them ;  and  the  heat  was  so  oppressive  even  in  the  nighti 
that  men  employed  between  decks,  especially  in  the  spifit* 
rooms,  sometimes  fainted,  notwithstanding  the  constant  use 
of  the  ventilators.  Out  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
the  Lion's  compliment,  one  hundred  afid  twenty  were  on 
the  sick  list. 

The  squadron  steered  for  Turon  Bay  in  Cochin-China, 
as  the  most  promising  {dace,  not  only  of  safety  for  the 
ships,  but  of  comforts  for  the  men.  On  the  evening  of 
departure  from  Pulo  Condore  appeared  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  what  may  be  called  the  Chinese  continent,  near 
to  which  lies  Cochin-Chlna.  The  first  small  kingdom 
from  the  soudiernmost  point  is  Cambodia,  the  second 
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Tsiompa,  and  the  tliird  Cochin-CfaiDa.  It  h  said  to  havd 
formerly  belonged  to  the  empire  of  China ;  but  ^hen  th^  \. 
Mogul  Tartars  invaded  China  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
che  Chinese  Governor  of  the  southern  peninsala,  compre* 
bending  Tung-  quin  to  the  northward,  and  1  siompa  and 
Cambodia  to  the  southward  of  Cochin-China,  seized  th6 
opportunity  of  becoming  independent.  He  ancf  his  descen«^ 
dants  resided  in  Tung-quin.  In  the  course  of  time,  thd 
Tung-quinese  Governor  of  Cochin-Cliina  erected  hii 
government  also  into  a  separate  kingdom.  Both,  howi» 
ever,  continued  to  acknowledge  themselves,  at  least  nomi^ 
nally*  vassals  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  and,  accordingly^ 
paid  occasional  homage  at  Pekin.  On  account  of  tliis 
slight  relationship  to  that  empire,  it  became  more  interest- 
log  to  the  persons  belonging  to  the  embassy. 

The  ships  did  not  come  within  sight  of-  any  part  of 
Cambodia;  but  mention  is  nvadc  in  a' MS,  account  of  a 
voyage  thither  ttiadein  1778,  that  **the  pdint  of  Cam- 
bodia, as  well  as  the  whole  doast  from  thence  to  the  western 
-branch  of  the  great  Cambodt^  river,  is  covered  with  unclcr- 
"  wood,  and  exceedingly  low.  The  sea  is  so  shallow,  th^it, 
at  the  distance  of  five  or  six  miles  from  the  shore,  the  water  ^ 
'^ai^  seldom  deeper  than  four  fathoms,  and  nothin|^  much 
larger  than  a  boat  could  approach  within  a  couple  of 
inilcs.'» 

Thejand  in  this  southern  extremity  of  Asia  slopes  by 
jlow  gradations  into  the' sea,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
touthern  extremity  of  the  Island  of  Sumatra,  which  was 
kself,  probably,  detached  from  the  same  great  continent. 

Tsiompa,  rising  higher  from  the  sea  than  Cambodia^ 
eame  in  view  May  19th,  together  with  Tyger  Island,  that 
Kes  near  it,  ahd  the  next  day  two  others,  called  Pulo  C^^m* 
ba  de  Terfei  and  Pulo  Cccir  de  Mer.    Tsiompa  appear* 
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cd  to  tbe  naked  eye  to  be  a  fine  country,  in  a  good  stale  of 
cultivation,  rising  in  a  gentle  slope  firom  the  sea,  and  prc« 
seating  a  beautiful  diversity  of  pasture  grounds  and  fields 
of  corn ;  but  when  viewed  through  a  telescope,  the  saoic 
ohjeds  were  found  to  be  only  large  tmOs  of  sand,  pale  and 
yellow,  the  surfaces  of,  which  were  broken  by  ledges  of 
dark  rocks  of  a  considerable  heightt  On  various  parts  of 
the  high  ri4ges  appeared  alternate  masses  of  white  and  black, 
resembling  the  streaked  skins  of  tygen*  The  sea,  close 
to  them,  .was  so  clear,  that  the  bottom  of  the  rudder  wat 
easily  discernible  from  the  stem  gallery. 

In  latitude  it  deg.  50  min.  N.  was  a  cape  called  Va« 
xdla,  from  behind  which  rose  a  mountain,  having  on  the 
top  a  high  rock  like  a  tovrer.  To  the  northward  of  this 
Ues  Quin-nong,  or  Chin-chin  bay,-  greatly  resorted  to  by 
vessels  of  this  country.  The  journal  jusf  mentioned  says, 
**  it  is  an  excellent  harbour,  where  vessels  may  be  sheltered 
from  every  wind.  The  entrance  to  it  is  very  narrow ;  but 
tlie  want  of  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  must  oblige  ships 
of  large  burden  to  wait  till  high  water  to  get  in.  It  liea 
in  13  deg.  5a  mip.  N.  latitude," 

May  22d  appeared  Pulp  Canton,  otherwise  termed  Pula 
Ratan,  resembling,  at  a  distance,  two  islands,  being  high  at 
each  end  and  low  in  the  middle. '  It  exhibited '  more  ap-« 
penrance  of  cultivation  than  any  island  lately  seen.  The 
squadron  was  driven  by  a  N.  W.  current  much  nearer  to 
this  island  than  was  intended. 

Some  time  had  now  elapsed  since  the  ships  were  abreast 
of  the  kingdom  of  Coctiin-China.  The  passage  betweea 
the  main  and  numerous  little  islands  and  rocks  called  the 
Paractls,  lying  in  a  cluster  N.  and  S.  for  near  100  miles^ 
was  attended  with  some  danger  In  cahns,  great  care  ia 
s^ecessary  to  guard  against  the  easterly  currents  which  tbea 
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let  towards  tbe  rocks ;  and  in  the  opposite  case  against  the 
violent  hurricanes  which  are  here  called  typhoo9s,  •'Thfe 
approach  of  these  typhoons  is  always  preceded  by  parti- 
cular appearances  in  the  weather.  These  prognostics  , 
were  seen,  in  some  measure,'  on  the  evening  of  the  a^A. 
At  sun-set  the  sky  was  uncommonly  red,,  and  a  fine  cleat 
day  was  succeeded  by  a  hazy  atmosphere.  The  quick* 
silver  in  the  barometer  fell  on  a  sudden.  After  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  sun  beneath  the  liorizon  a  dense  black 
cloud  arose  from  the  N.  E.  in  many  parts  of  a  deep  iirey 
red  colour,  and  light  round  the  edges.  The  horizon  was 
immediately  covered  with  clouds ;  and  a  violent  tempest 
was  instandy  expe£ked  and  provided  against ;  at  length  the 
clouds  dispersed,  the  quicksilver  ascended,  and  the  whole 
ended  in  a  few  squalls.  In  the  morning  an  opening  ap« 
peared  in  the  land,  whicl^  was  supposed  to  be  Turon  Bay, 
with  an  island  to  the  southward  of  it,  named  Cham  Callas, 
or  Campello. 

Several  canoes  were  fishing  between  the  ships  and  the 
land.  Endeavours  were  made,  by  hailing,  to  get  some  per- 
son from  among  them  to  pilot  the  squadron  into  the  bay ; 
init  they  were  so  alarmed  at  the  sight  of  such  strange  ves* 
sds,  diat  they  instandy  made  sail,  and  hurried  away  before 
the  wind.  A  boat,  however,  that  was  sent  from  the  Hin- 
dostan  cakne  up  with  one  canoe,  and  brought  an  old  fisher- 
man on  board,  whose  countenance  was  haggard  with 
terror.  He  had  two  y6ung  men  with  him  in  the  canoe, 
and  when  die  boat*s  crew  insisted  on  taking  one  or  other 
of  them  to  die  ship,  he  chose  rather  to  expose  himself  to 
danger  than  either  of  them.  On  getdng  on  board  tha 
Hindostan  he  was  astonished  at  the  spaciousness  of  the 
deck,  the  great  guns,  and  the  numerous  people ;  but  above 
all,  at  die  height  of  the  masts,  which  he  viewed  with  fei^r, 
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*  lest  they  should  fall  iipon  .^i;i^«    ^one  of  fhc  .Chioe$0  oti 
J>oard  could  converse  with  l^ait  or  juoderstand  a  word 
that  he  spoke.    Qi^tions  .were  written  io  Chinese  before 
him,  but  he  signified  that  he  could  neither  read  nor  write. 
Of  the  words  Cochi^-  China  and  Turo.^  he  was  entirdy  igoo- 
xaxit,  these  names  not  being  given  t>y  the  people  of  the  country 
.but  by  Europeans*    Notwithstanding  every  mc;thod.taken 
.to  $ati!(fy  him,  the  poor  ni^n's  agony  continued ;  he  Jenek 
and  >vept«  and  )vhcn  the  ship's  hea<l  was  turned  from  the 
chore,  his  grief  became  violent,  fearing  that  he  was  to  b<5 
carried  away  for  ever.    OS  the  viSuals  which  were  jrcr 
sented  him  he  ate  litde,  and  wirh  rplu£lanc.e ;  bpt  on  pre-  - 
renting  him  with  a  fe>v  Spanish  dollars  he  expressed  his 
knowledge  of  their  value,  by  wrapping  them  up  with  care 
in  a  corner, of  his  ragged  garm^ot^.     Wjth  gfeat  difficulty 
he  was  made  to  undcrstap4  ^^  reason  of  his  beipg  brpuglu 
on  board,  and  pointed  91ft  the  opening  into  Turon  .3^yf 
which  is  not  readily  observed  by  strangers.     A  rude  sketch 
taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Admiral  Pocock  Indiaroan, 
some  years  ago,  is  the  only  chart  ever  kpown  to  have  been 
published  of  this  coast  ^  but  this  contains  no  directions  re- 
speding  the  bay,  and  >va$  found  to  be  also  erroneous  in 
other  respedb. 

On  coming  in  with  tliis  part  of  the  coast  from  the  south- 
ward, appears  a  coUedlion  of  fnarble  rocks,  resembling  an 
^norftious  castle,  and  seeming  to.  be  insulated.  A  few  luiics 
to  the  northward' of  these  is  a  bold  and  high  promontoi^y, 
over  which  appear  two  peaks  of  different  heights.  A 
stranger  would  imagine  the  entrance  of  the  bay  lay  between 
ihe  pile  of  rpcks  and  this  promontory ;  but  (hey  are  joined 
hy  a  low  narrow  isthmus.  The  entrance  is  round  the  north 
easternmost  point  of  tbc  promontory,' which  was  now  called 
Lion  P.oinv 
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*  The  old  fidierman,  to  describe  the  apchoring  place»  bept 
his  left  arm,  as  a  representation  of  the  mountaiD&  that 
overlook  the  bay,  and  let  drop  the  fore-finger  of  the  right- 
habd,  to  signify  the  spot  for  letting  go  the  anchor;  but  the 
ships  being  driven  again  to  sea. by  squally  weather,  could 
not  come  to  anchor  till,  the  26th  of  May.  The  pilot  w^s 
then  rewarded  and  dismissed.  On  being  carried  to  the 
shore,  he  leaped  from  the  boat  with  the  agility  of  a  youth, 
and  was  never  seen  afterwards. 

The  Lion  was  moored  in  seven  fathoms  water*  the 
N.  W.  point  of  the  bay  bearing  N.  £.  by  N«  an  island  in 
the  opening  of  the  bay  N.  the  watering-place  on  the 
peninsula  £.  by  N.  Campello  Islq,  seen  over  the*  istlimus 
S-  E.by  E.  tljp  river,  on  which  stands  the  town  of  Turon, 
S.  S.  £.  half  E.  \  The  peninsyla  bearing  some  re$em« 
blanceto  Glbraltari  was,  therefore^  called  by  thatname, 
having  an  island  to  the  north.  All  the  coast  is  easy  of 
access,  the  j^ater  shoaling  gradually  from  twenty- to  seven 
fathoms. 

The  first  obje£t  was  a  convenient  place  for  thq  accom- 
modation of  the  sick  and  invalids.  A  spot  was  found 
under  Gibraltar  hill,  and  near  the  station  of  the  Lion,  the 
ground  being  quite  dry,  fre^  from  swamps,  and  a  running 
ttreani  of  pure  water  behind  the  tents.  After  they  were 
landed,  the  ship  was  c:«.refully  purified  from  all  vestiges  of 
contagion,  A  deputation  was  also  sent  to  the  town  of 
Turon,  stating  the  occasion  of  the  squadron's  stopping, 
and  requesting  a  supply  of  fresh  provision^.  The  Lion, 
however;  had  scarcely  anchored  whenan'officep  of  the  place 
came  on  board  to  inform  himself  of  every  thing  respe£ting 
the  squadron.  Mercantile  vessels  only,  and  chose  of  a  smaH 
size,  had  hitherto  been  seen  here,  and  therefore,  the  ap. 
pearance  of  such  ships  as  the  present  could  not  but  excite 
|;rcat  alarm.    In  addition  to  these  and  the  attendant  brigS| 
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that  HtM  it  &is  dttid  Hitd  die  iit^  attsid  wider  G«Mcto 
M6\xti,  biM  maim^  fof  tl|6  niOM  poit  ky  S&glUhtotii* 
Thii  retsd  accdmp&iiied  Oi«  m|«smNb  /rom  the  Soraki  «f 
^Sunda.  Such  a  fbfce  tp[ietrcd  v«ry  fennidabla  to  tfat 
inhabitants,  ftx>in  a  cause  whieh  fh^  iHaMfcr  <>f  a  brig  dMt 
dy  therfe  Cttrfained.  H^  sakl  that:  Tttttnii  «n4  a  gmt 
i>aft  of  C6t:hin*>Chiha,  ^as  Ml^  to  «  )roittig  Prioe^ 
the  n^phciw  of  an  nstift)^^  ttA  diit.the  <teioei]da«t  of  tHa 
lawful  Sovereign  of  the  king<k>cb  ^as  still  poiMwdaf  soma 
6f  chtsonthemparts,  and  dajly  looked  for  ittccout  horn 
Euroffe,  to  enable  him  to  regain  his  paternal  rigbtt  Hs 
iineeteors  had  been  farourable  to  the  Furopeahs,  and  ha4 
tolerated  the  Christian  religion  in  his  tatitoHea%  The 
head  of  the  Missionaries  had  been  created  a*  Bishop  by  the 
Pope^  and  Was  sent  by  the  Kkig  of  Cochm  to  I^raiace^ 
tvhtfre  great  notice  was  taken  of  the  Cochin-Chinese 
Prince,  whn  accompanied  the  Bishof)  thiihet.  Sticcoiirs 
Were  promised,  and  had  they  been  sent,  the  French  Wtit 
would  no  doubt  have  been  considerably  benefitdl;  bat 
when  the  nccesSaty  preparations  Were  making  tbt  this 
purpose,  the  revolution  broke  outathorpe,  and  the  generoai 
Monarch  had  it  not  in  hfs  power  to  assiit  either  odiers  or 
himself.  Some  private  persons  from  France  did,  however, 
join  the  rightful  King  of  Cochin-China,  and  buoyed  hirtl 
lip  with  the  expectations  of  more  effeAual  assistance.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  squadron  his  •enemies  'Wtrc  extremely 
fearful  Jest  the  visit  was  hostile  to  them. 

But  the  neutra^disposition  of  the  visitors  was  soon  made 
)ctown  to  the  officer  by  means  of  the  written  charaAem 
in  the  Chinese  langua^,  its  object  expressed,  and  a  sopfdy 
of  necessaries  earnestly  solicited.  Little  was  had  fortwd 
or  three  days.  Few  boats  came  to  the  ship  with  artfcfcS; 
for  sale,  and  the  market  on  ahore  was  bo<h  (Wn  ^4  Wn-^ 
"^ganu 
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^ap  <:f>p«(ejibedAa  ^  Iftrge  g)^j,  >i)ilt  %|bit  ^^  |i^rp  ^ 

ip  f«  Ifffid  PUftHtJlu  P<#APg  4?l«  Pa^  irpqfi  tt^qq,  yni^ 
ibost  «lld  4vi«)c  4trok(:|.  A  ««(?  6^19  .§(994  qa  tb^  ipid^ 
of  ihp  il^Mi  p48i^  in  iigim  ^pIoi^,  ^  »  eaqh  i^ 
«f  lhr«lillfy  WW?  swao^^f/yfripiM  cc^lours  and^gutpy. 
The  outside  of  the  cabin  W9«  lurrow^  V^itb  9IMiar«9  iwd 
^dtfbreQt  Va^gee  «f  atttbpijty*  T^«  off Cf»'  i9rl)9  canoe  in 
ht^r  SQ  iriat^  f  oibMadflT  ')k^  4re^  io  Iq^se  >ilk  r^b^ 
Appeai3edfote«niwof  pplite  inmoaiv,  smd  was  aocook- 
paoied  bf  a  Cbineie  iiMeipretfif.  With  the  galley  jcaioe 
noie  bp»li>  Akd  ^itbpres^m^  of  jifir»  Jiod  tfb)st  proyi^ipoi, 
both  animal  and  vjegetablt^  IiniRflA^t^y  ^itfiT  tliis  irisic  jibp 
markets  ^xwodod  in  provki9o$«  wbicb  yrtrt;  reasonahk^ 
Tbp  E^mbaBsador  wai  al^o  vi$i|9d  by  the  Governor  (^ 
TucoQ»  who  invited  bim  suid  bis  isuitt  pn  shore,  o&tiiig 
*io  keep  for  them  an  ope(i  table  cimstantly. 

Overtvres  wjsre  ouide  on  the  part  of  .this  Govmnor  ,tp 
|H»rchgse  firnis  Aod  ammunition.:  apd  it  w^sfn^ident  ibaitfap 
most  extravagant  terw  ¥^ould  have  been  complied  widi 
fox  any  ajd  affprded,  either  tlKc^  or  fit  ibe  capital  and 
fiortbern  parts  of  the  kiagd^vn.  His  jjtnatioia  W99  Wf^ 
jnfpcure.  The  iputh^rn  p^it  of  Cochin^hioa  b^Ml  c«* 
tti»rDed  io  the  aotient  family.  (2j^*aoQg>  pr  ikt  iniddtfB 
pcavinoe^  was  in  the  possession  of  him  who  had  lately 
itttrped  the  whole.  He  had  committed  to  the  care  of  lyi 
younger  brother  bis  conquests  toihe  nonhwaid ;  the.  bttir 
ibeninvaded  Tiing-qjiin*  and,  ootwithstaading  :tbe.a8St||h 
Jipqe  afforded. by  China»  he  completely  cooquered , it,  ;ajid 
#ft  himfiii  pp.^  &>v^f6ign  pf  (b»c  kipg^iim  Md  C^^pbiflr 
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China,  and  puiposed  tko  to  take  the  possessions  of  his 
-elder  brother,  and  those  whiqh  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  lawful  Sovereign  of  Cochin.  The  new  usurper  was  of 
a  very  warlike  and  ambitious  mind,  and  hadprojeded  great 
designs,  even  the  conquest  of  part  of  China*;  but  he  died  in 
the  midst  of  them,  September  1792.  He  left  to  his  eMest 
86n  the  kingdom  'of  Tung-quin,  find  the  youngest,  who 
resided  at  Turon,  on  hi&  fatlier's  deatli,  ascended  the  throne 
as  his  rightfd  successor  there. 

Cochin-China  had  been  in  a.state  of  civil  war  above 
twenty  years,  daring  which  so  many  were  killed,  the 
coimtry  was  so  impoverished,  and  the  contending  parties  so 
equally  balanced,  that  at-  this  time  no  expedition  of  con- 
sequence  was  entered  upon^  though  ihty  were  busy  on  both 
sides  in  liostile  preparations.  But  had  the  kingdom  been 
in  a  tranquil  state,  die  Embassador  would  not  have  pre- 
sented the  credential  letters,  with  which  he  was  furnished 
for  that  kingdom,  before  he  had  delivered  those  for  the 
Emperor  of  China.  Nothing,  therefore,  passed  on  his 
side  bur  an  exchange  of  compliments  and  presents.  A  free 
intereoursfe  was  kept  up  widi  the  inhabitants,  though  not 
without  some  marks  of  suspicion  on  both  sides. 

The  bay  of  Turon  is  an  excellent  harbour,  affording 
perfe^  shdter  in  some  part  or  other  from  every  wind  that 
blows;  The  bottom  is  muddy,  and  anchorage  safe.  Ships 
may  lie  in  ordinary  weather  in  such  a  manner  as  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  sea^wind,  whiph  comes  in  at  the  moudi 
of  the  harbour,  and  over  the  isthmus  already  mentioned, 
fron^^three'Or.  four  in  the  morning  to  the  same  time  in  the 
afternoon*  This  is  succeeded  by  the  land-wind  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  twenty-four  hours,  which  is  of  a  pleasant 
coolness,  and  uncontaminated.  Within  the  harbotir  is  a 
small  iskindi  round  which  is  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  to 
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admit  any  vessels  tb  lie  close  to  it.  The  sea  is  unifoni\^]r 
smooth.  In  the  vallies  between  the  mountains  rice  is  cul* 
tivatedy  and  quantities  of  bufFaloes  are  reared. 

Fish  is  in  great  plenty.  Some 'of  the  boats  have  a  cir- 
cular roof,  under  which  reside  the  fisherman  and  his  &mily.  v^ 
Pieces  of  gourd  or  caiibash  are  tied  round  the  necks  of  the 
children,  to  keep  them  swimming,  in  case  of  tlieir  falling 
overboard.  When  a  fisherman  comes  on  shore,  he  makes 
ofierings  to  a  Deity,  for  the  safety  of  his  family,  and  for 
JUtcess  in  his  business,  of  rice,  sugar,  and  other  provbieniy 
and  bums  pieces  of  odoriferous  wood,  consecrated  for  the 
purpose. 

The  entrance  6f  Turon  river  is  at  the  southern  eso-| 
tremity  of  the  bay.  .  On  the  outermost,  point  is  -a  watch- 
tower,  consisting  of  four  lofty  pillare  of  wood,  having  a 
iloor  laid  on  cross  posts  towards  the  upper  ends  of  the  ptW 
lars,  with'  a  slight  roof  at  the  top.  The  watchman  ascends 
by  a  long  ladder  to  the  floor,  where  he  can  descry,  through 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  any  vessels  to  the  northward* 
and  those  to  the  southward  over  the  isthmus.  Near  this 
tower  is  an  o£ce  for  the  examination  of  small  vessels  gofng  ^ 
into  the  river.  The  >riyer  is  about  two  hundred  yards 
broad,  and  the  tide  runs  so  strong  as  to  work  a  channel  10 
the  sand  bank,  thrown  up  at  its  entrance  into  the  harbour. 
The  sand  on  <^ch  side  this  channel  is  uncovered  at  low 
water;  and  on  it  was  seen  the  bird  called^the  pelican  of  the 
wilderness,  the  gullet,  bill,  and 'wings  of  which  appear  to 
be  far  too  large  for  the  rest  of  th6  body,  though  it  is  equal 
in  size  to  the  largest  turkey.  It  is  only  seen  near  waters 
whe^  fish  are  plenty.  The  water  in  the  river  was  up- 
wards of  two  fatlioms  deep.  A  Chinese  junk,  and  several 
Cochin-chinese  boats,  lay  in  the  river.  The  western  side^ 
CO  which  the  town  of  Turoo  stands,  about  a  mile  above 
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dieeiitniice»  ilopcj  g^^y  ^  <l^«  walir's  «48c^;  iol 
ibe  naked  cbildxm  plajed  Jad  iwam  in  ibp  waAer  lik# 
ducklings. 

TuKKi,  or  according  to  ibenatimt  Has*iaq»  xvaitt^y 
a  laif;e  village.  Thebouses  werelow,  suad  buik  of  bamboo^ 
covered  wilh  mahes,  or  die  ttraw  of  rice«  The  aftoet  era-* 
dderabk  are  in  die  jmiddie  of  gafdenf,  flaoted  with  tba 
areca^fiut  hce,  and  4)d»er  shrufat*  At  die  back  of  ihe  town 
ifvere  groves  of  oranges,  limes,  flaotains,  and  areca->Diic 
tms,  an^bg  vvbich  vftst  iiriiabiled  d«cHiags,  and  irarioas 
tiiins.  The  ocfaer  side  of  the  river  cossisied.pf  £eida»  in 
which  vvere  growmg  tobacco,  rice,.and  sugar  canes.  Tunp 
market  was  wdl  sapplied  iRrith  vegetables,  and  qaaotiiics 
•of  pouhry,  fartkidarljr  Clicks.  Among  otfafir  fowls  aokl 
here  was  die  Wack4>ellied-daitei:,  ao  siasied  Aom  dasii^g 
its  beak,  which  is  long  and  sharp,  at any^^hkiiog  otjeA  sa  int 
way,  especially  into  any  eye  chat  is  tomed  to  st ;  fer  "which 
ceason  those  brought  here  for  sale  have  -dieir  «ye-Jids  sewn 
together,  to  prevent  4hem  from  dbservtng  the  eyes  cyf  those 
who  pQTchase  them. 

There  were  no  "places  in  Ais  market  for  Ae  ade  of  ^ut- 
•dier*s  meat  But  at  an  entertainment  given  to  a  paity  from 
the  ships,  by  ^  Goveroor,  theie  were  many  -difihei,  or 
bowls,  filled  miix  -pork  and  ^boefy-cvt  into  litde^uare  Uii, 
and  dressed  with  various  savoury  sauces;  in  -odieiu  -were 
-stewed  fish,  fowls,  knd  duoks ;  while  aomc  again  liad 
fruits  and  sweetmeats.  There  were  swt  less  than  a  Imsi* 
•dred  of  these  bowls  on  the  table,  piled  in 'three  iccws.  Bo* 
foreeach'guest  were  placed  boiled  rice  in  die  room  of  Aiead; 
and  two  porcofnne  quills,  to  ^serve  for  a  fcnife  and  fork. 
After  dinner  was  aervcd  tip  a  lively  spirit  4nade  iron  fiee« 
Wine  appears  to  be  trnkuowur  though  the  neigfabouriag 
mountains  are  said  to  praduBe^k^es.    Tbis-pnopJf  •ariua^ 
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t0  wmjhtkidt  a  disdUed  liquor,  whkh  somewhat  retemblej 
kish  whjskjr*  The  present  host  draok  more  of  this  diaa 
his  guests,  wad  to  stio^ulat^  them  to  follow  his  example,  ho 
^ed  his  cup  to  the  brim,  a^nd  aftpr  drinking  it,  turned  up 
his  cup,  |o  shew  that  he  had  quite  emptied  it^  He  .after* 
wards  condudod  the  gentlemea  to  a  sort  of  theatre,  where 
a  play  was  performed,  in  which  the  minh  of  the  audience 
was  excited  chiefly  by  the  peevishness  of  a  passionate  old 
mai),  whp  was  teazed  by  a  humorous  down-  -Numbers 
of  people  were  assembled  at  this  phuce^  and  many  were 
mounted  on  the.  boughs  of  trees,  moie^to  see  the  strangen 
than  to  be  amusGfd  by  the  a<ftor8  on  the  stage. 

In  retnming  from  this  spedacle  the  gendemen  were  so* 
licitttd  to  stop,  while  an  old  lady  came  with  difficulty  front 
her  house  to  see  them.  Her  looks  eKhibited  much  ardebC 
curiosity,  but  her  manners  were  gentle,  and  her  countenance 
expressed  a  desire  to  apologi?^  for  the  freedom  slie  took. 
She  minutely  observed  their  faces,  figtires,  and  drpss,  and 
teemed  to  enjoy  the  novel  appearance  with  great  satisfac* 
tioii.  On  retiring  she  signified  her  obligations  to  the  gen^ 
tiemen  for  their  complaisaiice. 

Their  attention  was  soon  afterwards  engaged  by  a  re* 
markaUe  instance  of  agility,  in  seven  or  eight  young  men, 
rai^eti  in  a  circle,  and  playii^  at  the  game  of  shitde-cock. 
They  held  no  battledores ;  nor  did  they  use  the  hand  or  arm 
any  way  in  striking  it  i  but  taking  a  short  run,  and  spring- 
ing  from  the  floor,  they  strike  die  falling  instrument  with 
ihe  sole  of  the  foot,  and  send  it  up  again  high  into  the  air. 
In  this  manner  it  was  kept  in  motion  for  a  long  time ;  the 
players  rarely  mis&mg  their  stroke,  or  failing  to  dire£t  it  as 
ihey  wished*  It  was  made  of  dried  skin,  rolled,  and  bound 
together  with  strings.  Three  long  feathers  were  fixed  into 
lllis  skiq,  spreading  wide  at  the  top,  but  so  close  at  the  place 
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of  insertion^  as  to  go  through  the  holes,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  square,  made  in  the  middle  of  the  Cochin-chinese 
€opper*coins.  Two-  or  three  of  these. were  placed  at  the 
bottom  of 'the  shittle-cocki  to  serve  as  a  weight,  and  by 
their  sound  the  players  were  apprized  of  i^  approach. 

But  it  is  not  at  sports,  only,  that  these  people  use  their 
feet  as  others  do  their  hands.  All  the  lower,  and  some  of 
the  higher  ranks,  go  bare-foot;  and  their  toes,  which 
have  thereby  a  freer  motion,  serve,  with  the  foot,  to  aid  the 
hand  and  fingers  in  many  trades,  particularly  that  of  boat* 
building.  The  boats  in  common  use  consist  only  of  five 
planks,  joined  together  without  any  sort  of  ribe  or  timbers. 
The  pldnks  are  exposed  to  a  flame  of  fire,  to  bend  them  to 
.the  proper  shape ;  they  are  then  brought  to  a  line  at  each 
end,  and  the  edges  are  joined  together  by  wooden  pins,  and 
sey^ed  with  threads  made  of  split  bamboo;  and  the  seams 
are  covered  with  a  cement  composed  of  quick-lime,"  sea- 
shells,  and  water.  Some  boats  .are  made  of  wicker  work, 
and  rendered  water-tight  by  the  same  composition.  These 
boats  are  painted  with  numerous  eyes,  and  are  remarkable 
for  widistanding  the  shock  of  violent  waves,  and  for  being 
stiff  on  the  water,  and  for  fast  sailing.  The  Governor'* 
boat  was  on  the^  same  plan,  but  much  larger,  having  a 
carved  head,  resembling  a  tiger,  gilt,  and  the  stem  also 
carved,  and  painted  with  various  designs  in  lively  colours* 
Contrary  to  the  European  custom,  the  principal  sitters  iiv 
these  boats  are  always  at  the  stern. 

Though  these  people  have  hardly  any  scientific  principles, 
yet  in  the  cukure  of  their  lands,  and  in  the  few  manufac- 
tures which  they  have,  they  equalled  those  nations  among 
whom  the  sciences  flourish ;  and  in  some  respedls  they  have 
discovered  more  convenient  processes  than  are  tised  else^ 
where.     For  instance,  in  purifying  sugar,  after  draining  th« 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY   TO    CHINA,  I45 

gross  syrup,  till  it  became  granulated  and  solid,  they  some- 
tiires  laid  it  in  layers  of  near  an  inch  thick,  and  ten  in  dia- 
n^eicr,  u^der  similar  onesof  the  hcrhaceobs  trunk  of  the  plai> 
tain;  the  juices  of  which  passing  through  ilie  sugar,  car- 
ried off  the  dioss,  leaving  the  sugar  purely  while  and  crys- 
tallized; very  light  and  porous,  like  a  honey-comb.  On 
dissolution  it  left  no  sediment  behind.  This  j^ocess  13  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  pouring  the  sugar  when  granulated  into 
conical  vessels,  and  putting  a  layer  of  wet  earth  on  its  up- 
per surface.  The  base  of  the  loaf  is  hereby,  indeed,  better 
purified,  but  the  grain  of  the  sugar  is  more  broken,  and  the 
purification  is  not  regular.  The  Cochin-chinese  mode 
does  not  appear  to  be  attended  with  more  tediousness,  diffi- 
culty. Of  expcnce,  than  the  other ;  as  the  sugar  was  sold  at 
a  m^f  h  less  price  than  in  other  partis,  where  diat  com- 
modity is  produced. 

Though  they  had  not  the  scientific  skill  of  converting 
ore  into  metal,  yet  they  had  learnt  to  make  very  good  iion, 
and  of  manufafturing  it  into  match-locks,  spears,  and  other 
weapons.  Their  earthen-ware  was  also  exceedingly  neat. 
Their  dexteiity,  in  fa£l,  was  evident  in  every  thing  they 
undertook ;  'but  in  some  instances  it  was  improperly  ap- 
plied— for  the  art  of  thieving  was  in  common  request  among 
ihem. 

Their  liberality,  however,  was  so  great,  that  their  wives 
and  daughters  were  said  to  be  easily  obtained.  But  these  ob- 
nervations  applied  chiefly  to  the  lower  classes  of  people, 
-who  are  the  most  numerous ;  while  ihe  more  elevated 
classes  were  more  shy  in  their  injustice,  and  more  jealous 
of  their  females.  They  also  excrc'sed  an  uncontrolled  ty- 
ranny over  their  interiors,  who  reverenced  ihcm  by  pro- 
strations and  other  gestures  of  the  most  abjc£t  humiliation. 

The  Cgchin-chinese  were  unskilful  in  painting  and 
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sculpture,  but  tbey  had  made  soine  proficiency  in  ttmaScm 
An  entertainment  was  given  to  the  Embassador  on  the  4ili 
ef  June.  After  a  magnificent  dinner  a  play  was  exhibited^ 
ihuch  beyond  what  had  been  hicherco  seen.  It  seemed  cq 
be  a  sort  of  historic  opera»  having  the  recitative,  air,  and 
chorus  of  a  regular  Italian  opera.  Some  of  the  female 
singefs  were  good.  The  performers  kept  exadl  time,  not 
only  with  their  voiceis  but  every  joint  of  their  hands  and  feet 
was  obedient  to  the  music.  Their  string  and  wind  instru- 
ments were  rude,  but  in  principle  the  same  as  those  of  Eu» 
rope.  The  musicians  of  the  Embassy,  however,  failed  ii^ 
pleasing  the  Cochin-chinese.     * 

The  house  in  which  the  Embassador  was  entertained  ap- 
peared to  have  been  built  for  the  purpose.  It  was  hung 
within-side  with^English  printed  cotton;  and  die  Gover- 
nor's military  guard  were  clothed  in  dark  red  vests,  which, 
in  all  likelihood,  were  also  English.  The  Portugueze,  who 
are  the  principal  traders,  bring  the  refuse  of  the  Canton 
market,  and  sell  it  at  great  advantage  ;  but  they  frequendjr 
suffer  from  the  Government  many  impositions. 
'  Th^  soldiers  were  usually  armed  with  ^bres,  and  very 
long  pikes,  having  tassel^  of  hair  dyed  red,  a  colour  Which  no 
suhje6l  can  wear  without  the  Sovereign's  permission.  The 
military  belonging  to  the  Embassy  fibred  a  salute  in  honoyr 
of  the  day,  and  went  through  several  evolutions,  to  tbe  no 
small  admiration  of  the  natives. 

The  number  of  men  in  arms  vyas  stated  to  be  still  very 
great,  notwithstanding  the  long  continuance  of  the  civil 
war.  The  garrison  of  Hue  -loo,  which  is  the  capital,  ahout 
forty  miles  N.  of  Turon,  is  said  to  consist  of  30,000  men, 
furnished  with  musquets  and  match-locks.  Great  use  is 
also  made  of  elephants  To  train  these  animals  for  war, 
figures  of  soldiers  ar?  placed  before  them,  ^hich  they  tpss. 
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\^ith  great  fury  into  the  air,  or  trample  i  under  tbeir  feet. 
The  elephant  is  naturally  of  a  gentle  nature,  except  when  it 
isiojtttvd,  or  paiifls  are  taken  to  make  it  ferocious.  The 
keeper  ia  usually  a  boy,  who  rides  on  his  neck,  and  rules 
him  widi  ease. 

Here,  as  w^ll  as  in  a  few  other  places,  the  elephant  serves 
for  foody  and  was  r^ardcd  as  a  choice  dainty.  When 
the  King,  or  a  Viceroy,  has  one  slain,  portions  of  it  arc 
sent  to  pcrisons  of  rank,  as  high  marks  of  favour.  The 
flesh  of  bu'ffaloe  is  preferred  to  other  beef.  Milk  is  never 
used  as  a  f«od.  Dreadful  famines  were  experienced  in  con- 
sequence of  die  commotions  which  rent  the  country ;  and 
it  is  said  that  human  flesh  was  sometimes  sold  in  the  open 
markets. 

The  Tung-quinese  pncc  took  the  opportunity  of  there- 
bellbn  to  inVatle  the  northern  provinces,  in  which  the  ca- 
)ntal  stands,  and  plundered  every  thing  of  value  they  could 
find,  particularly  a  quantity  of  gold  and  silver.  Great  pait 
tX  what  escaped  their  hands  has  been  sent  to  China  to 
purchase  the  necessaries  of  life.  Before  this  gold  was  In 
great  plenty  here.  The  rivers  abounded  in  gold  dust,  and 
the  mines  in  the  richest  ore,  of  the  greatest  purity.  The 
iress  and  fiimitore  were  highly  ornamented  with  it ;  plates 
of  beaten  gold  oftentiines  adorned  the  hilts  and  scabbards 
of  tKe  swords ;  and  foreign  merchants  were  usually  paid  in 
ingots  of  four  ounces  each. 

The  alvcr  mines  were  so  little  worked,  that  this  metal 
was  imported,  and  exchanged  for  gold,  with  advantage  to 
those  who  brought  it.  The  silver  of  the  country  was  no^ 
become  more  common,  and  was,  in  fad,  the  chief  medium 
6f  exchange  fiw*  foreign  merchandize,  being  paid  in  ingots 
•f  pure  metal,  of  a^ut  twelve  ounces  each.  Prior  to  the 
£«arbanoos,  large  quantities  of  gold  dust  were  brought  by  . 
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the  mountaineers,  and  bartered  for  rice,  cotton,  cloth,  and 
iron.  From  them  also  was  procured  the  sweet  ^meUing 
aquila,  or  eagle-wood,  so  much  prized  in  the  e;i€t,  and  also 
quantities  of  pepper,  wax,  honey,  and  ivory;  but  the  inter- 
course between  tho.sc  people  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  low 
lands  is  now  almost  cue  o£F.  The  produif^tons  of  the  litter 
^rc  mostly  rice,  areca-nut^  betel  leaf,  tobacco,  cinnamon, 
silk,  cotton,  but  chiefly  sugar. 

When  the  ancestors  of  the  lowlanders,  who  \^c  Chi- 
nese, invaded  tlie  country,  the  original  ]nhat>itants  retired 
to  the  mountains  which  border  it  to  the  westward,  and 
those  which  divide  it  from  Cambodia.  These  moun- 
taineers are  described  as  a  savage  race,  having  coarse  fea* 
tures  and  black  complexions,  and  of  very  rough  manners. 
The  lowlandcrs,  on  the  contrary,  are  a  good  looking  people, 
and  before  the  subversion  of  the  old  government,  were  re- 
garded as  a  courteous,  affable,  and  inoffensive  race.  The 
peasantry,  however,  were  still  distinguished  by  the  antient 
simplicity  of  manners,  and  their  countenances  were  mostly 
lively  and  intelligent.  The  females,  who  were  more  nu- 
merous than  the  men,  were  busy  in  the  occupations  of 
,  husbandry.  Their  huts  were  both  clean  and  commodious. 
Besides  the  rice,  which  must  be  sown  on  grounds  tbit  arc 
afterwards  covered  with  water,  another  species  grows  here, 
called  by  some  mountain- rice,  which  flourishes  in  dry  and 
light  Ir.ndon  the  sides  of  hills,  and  opened  by  the  spade, 
requiring  only  the  usual  supply  of  rain  and  dew.  The 
Cochin-Chinese  require  with  the  use  of  rice  •a  relish  of 
spices,  oil,  or  animal  food.  Their  chief  luxuries  are  spi- 
rituous liquors,  tobacco,  arcca-nut,  and  betel  leaf,  and  of 
the  two  last^  mixed  together  with  a  pasleof  live  and  water, 
they  are  immoderately  fond.  Men  and  women,  of  every 
rank,  make  ube  of  the  areca-nut  and  betel,  as  well  as  chew 
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tobacco.  A  silk  purse,  containing  these  articles  in  distindl 
divisions,  hangs  to  every  person's  girdle ;  and  those  who 
can  afford  it  arc  attended  by  servants,  who  carry  the  ap- 
paratus for  smoking.  The  master,  in  that  case,  only  bean 
his  pui^Tje  for  his  areca-nut  and  betel,  suspended  by  a  rib- 
band hanging  down  to  his  waist.  The  men  appeared  to 
be  generally  indolent,  preferring  smoking  to  any  sort  of 
occupation  ;  while  the  women  were  industriously  employ- 
ed in  agriculture,  or  household  concerns.  In  towns  they 
frequendy  afted  as  agents  or  brokers  to  foreign  merchants, 
living  also  with  them  as  their  concubines.  This  Was  not 
at  all  considered  as  dishonourable.  The  dresses  of  both 
sexes  were  nearly  the  same,  consisting  of  loose  robes,  hav- 
ing small  collars  round  the  neck,  and  folding  over  the  breast^  * 
with  large  long  sleeves  that  covered  the  hinds.  Persons 
of  dispndlion,  particularly  ladies,  had  several  of  these  robes 
one  over  the  other,  the  undermost  of  all  reaching  the 
ground,  but  the  others  lessening  in  gradual  order.  They 
were  sometiines  of  different  colours,  making  a  very  gaudy 
appearance.  Linen  was  not  in  wear.  Next  the  skin 
were  worn  vests  and  trowsers  of  slight  silk  or  cotton. 
Many  of  the  men  had  turbans,  and  the  women  sometimes 
wore  hats,  but  not  any  caps.  The  best  dressed  of  both 
sexes  wore  no  shoes. 

Of  the  European  dress  the  most  admired  were  the  or- 
naments of  polished  stccL  The  military  men  highly  co- 
veted steel-hilted  swords..  This  profession  holds  the  first 
rank.  The  next  to  them  are  die  judges,  but  they  were  both 
equally  fond  of  abusing  their  power ;  and  of  the  different 
hardships  sustained  by  the  common  people,  none  were 
heavier  than  the  mal-projSlices  of  the  ministers  of  justice. 
Great  appearance  of  ,form  and  inapartiality  was  ochibited 
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in  their  tmh»  but  nothing  was  easier  than  to  x^btain  a 
favourable  decision  by  a  bribe.  Both  sides  hid  recourse 
lo  thb  method^  but  the  largest  presexu  was  always  sue- 
ccttful. 

Among  natural  curiosities  were  observed  numbers  of 
vncomdaon  io8ed9  aftivdy  engaged  on  the  branches  of  a 
amirU  shi-ubt  which  was  then  neither  in  fruit  or  flower, 
and  somewhat  resembling  the  privet.  These  inseAs  were 
a  little  bigger  than  (he  common  fly,  and  of  a  singular  makCj 
with  pedinated  appendages  rising  in  a  curve,  bent  to*, 
wards  the  head,  somewhat  similar  to  the  tail  feathers  of  a 
tx>mmon  fowl,  but  iu  a  contrary  dire^on.  The  insed 
was  completely  of  a  perfed  white,  or. covered  widi  a 
powder  of  that  colour.  The  stem  on  which  they  were 
was  covered  by  them  w-ith  a  white  substance,  or  pow^ 
which  was  imagined  to  compose  the  white  vhix  of  Asia4 
It  is  here  said  that  this  substance^  being  duly  blended  with 
a  vegetable  oil,  is  capable  of  being  moulded  inco  candles. 
This  is  in  some  degree  proved  by  disserving  one  pan  of 
the  wax  in  three  parts  of  olive  oil  made  hot,  and,  when 
cold>  it  will  become  ^  substance  nearly  as  firm  as  bees' 
wax. 

Cochitt'-Chioa,  generally  considered,  is  well  adapted  for 
trade.  It  is  well  situated  for  carrying  on  a  commercial  ia- 
tmx:oiirse  with  China,  Tung-qoin,  Japan,  Cambodia,  Siam, 
the  Philippine  Isles,  Borneo,  Sumatra,  and  Malacca*  Its 
commodious  harbours,  abo,  especially  Turon,  foruisb  a 
safe  shelter  for  ships  of  all  sizes,  in  the  most  stormy  seasons. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Turon,  and  along  that  part  of  the 
coast,  the  wi^  are  variable  during  the  year.  The  Cap- 
tain of  the  Pocock  Indiaman«  who  had  been  obliged  ta 
go  thither  in  November,   was  fearful  of  meddlix^  with 
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ihis  coast,  taking  it  for  a  lee*shore,  at  this  soaaoii  of  the 
year ;  but  h^  afterwards  fouod  that  his  fears  wc^  growid« 


The  couQtry  has  the  credit  of  bebg  healthy,  and  ia 
summer  the  violent  beat  is  moderated  by  (he  tea-breezes. 
Septe^uber,  Oi^ober,  and  November,' are  the  rainy  months. 
The  low  laods  were  then  inundated  by  floods  of  water, 
which  ran  dpwn  from  t}ie  mountains.  i-As  these  inunda*- 
tions  happen  at  the  full  and  change  of  the  mocni,  it  seems 
Aat  tlieir  periods  are  determined  by  henii^uence.  Rains 
were  also  frequent  in  December,  Januafry^^and  February, 
being  brought  hither  by  cold  nonha4y  winds. 

The  inundations  here  rendered  the  country  one  of 
she  roost  fertile  in  tl^  workL  Many,  places  produced 
three  crops  of  grain  ii^  a  year.  The  natives  ^ised  readily 
to  barter  pepper,  cinnamon,-  sugar,  silk,  and  cotton,  for 
different  European  manufa&urcs.  A  great  trade  wast» 
accordingly,  carried  oh  with  tliem,  as  well  as  with  the 
Tung-quinese,  formerly  by  the  chief  trading  countries  of 
Europe ;  but  now,  no  other  vessels  are  tp  be  seen  here 
than  some  Chinese  junks,  and  an  occasional  small  Por<p 
sugueze  trader  from  Macao.  Besides  the  destrudlion  of 
trade  occasioned  by  the  civil  war,  the  foreign  merchantr 
have  been  kept  from  the  country  by  the  arbitrary  exaAiona 
levied,  on  their  imports,  and  the  high  presents  demanded 
by  those  in  power,  and  sometimes  the  vessel  and  cargo 
have  been  seized.  An  instance  of  this  is  related  in  a  MS. 
belonging  to  the  East  India  Company. 

**  Two  English  vessels  were  Sent  from  Bengal  in  17^8 
to  open  a  trade  with  Cochin>Chinu«  on  stipulated  condi* 
^ons,  and  a  person  was  invested  with  powers  to  treat  with 
the  rulers  of  the  country''.  He  met  with  a  favoura1>Ie  re' 
ception  in  the  southern  provinces,  and  was  invited  to  Hue>> 
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loo,  then  prssessed  by  the  Tung-quinese,  where  he  was 
assured  that  the  cargoes  might  be  sold  to  advantage.  Only 
one  of  the  vessels  could  get  over  the  bar  which  crosses  the 
entrance  of  the  river,  while  the  other  lay  in  Turon  har- 
bour. Part  of  the  cargo  was  landed  at  Huc-Ioo,  where 
the  Agent  for  selling  it  and  the  Envoy  resided  some  time* 
Customary  presents  were  made  to  the  piirxipal  men  in  the 
Government,  afid  some  goods  were  sold,  when  the  Envoy 
fdund  that  the  Yiceroy  intended  to  seize  the  English  on 
ihore,  and  to  ^I possession  of  the  ship  and  cargo.  The 
Hoglish  bad  ju$^itime  to  get  on  board,  when  the  house 
they  had  quitted  was  surrounded  by  soldiers.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  set  sail  direfUy  ;  but  it  was  liazardous  to  attempt 
crossing  the  bar,  as  the  inclement  season  was  commoiced, 
and  the  vessel  had  nearly  been  lost  on  her  arrival,  chough 
the  weather  was  fine,  and  she  had  been  assisted  by  boats 
•  and  the  people  of  the  country.  The  N .  £^.  monsoon  blew 
sttong  up  the  river.  A  raess«ige  was  sent '  to  the  vessel,  in 
Turon  bay,  to  approach  the  mouth  of  the  river,  or  to  sir.d 
boats  and  meti  to  aid  her  consort  in  endeavouring  to  repa53 
the  bar  whenever'  the  weailier  should  moderate,  or  the 
wind  prove  mora  favourable.  In  the  interim,  information 
was  had  that  the  goods  which  Iiad  necessarily  been  left 
behind  at  Hue -loo,  had  been  carried  off*  by  the  Tung- 
quinese  soldiers.  Soon  after  this,  armed  gallics  full  of  men 
were  seen  coming  down  the  rtver  with  an  intention  to  board 
the  vessel,  and  had  they  been  permitted  to  come  along  side 
she  must  have  been  taken.  1  hey  were,  therefore,  ordered 
to  keep  off,  but  they  continued  to  approach  without 
making  dny  reply,  and  ^exc  obliged  tobedtiven  off  by 
the  discharge  of  guns  from  die  vessel.  The  peopie  on 
shore  then  began  to  ereiSt  batteries,  to  prevent  her  escape. 
In  the  mean  while  the  Yiccioy  sent  a  lingui&c  to  assure  th& 
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English  of  his  frieiKtship,  and  that  the  usage  they  had  re« 
ceived  was  without  bis  consent,  and  tha,t  he  wished  for  an 
accommodation.  When  the  linguist  had  delivered  his  mes« 
sage,  he  privately  cautioned  the  Envoy  to  be  on  his  guards 
as  the  Tung-quinese  were  fitting  out  more  gallies  to  take 
the  vessel.  A  civil  reply  was  sent  to  the  Viceroy,  and  a 
demand  made  of  the  property  which  had  been  taken,* 
Promises  were  soon  sent  that  it  should  be  restored,  and  an 
interview  solicited.  The  messenger,  however,  privately 
sjgniHed  that  liostile  preparations  were  still  making  againsc 
the  vcssi:^. 

"  November  a4th  the  weather  seeming  to  moderate,  the 
Captain  moved  the  ship  nearer  the  river's  mouth,  about  a 
mile  from  the  place  where  a  prodigious  surge  broke  across 
the  bar.  On  both  sides  of  the  river,  thereabouts,  numbers  of 
people  were  engaged  in  bringing  down  guns,  fascines,  and 
stores,  and  throwing  up  batteries,  which  were  soon  com- 
pleted, and  began  to  play  on  tiie  ship,  but  with  litde  efTedt. 
They  were  very  ignorant  in  the  use  of  guns,  and  took  bad 
aioi.  In  the  night  the  fire  ceased,  but  then  the  vesse)  was 
in  no  less  danger  from  a  heavy  swell  which  drove  her  from 
her  anchors,  and  by  several  shocks  which  she  sustained  it 
was  feared  that  she  would  go  to  pieces.  Luckily,  how- 
ever, it  was  lovv  water,  and  when  the  tide  rose  she  floated 
without  damage;  but  the  boat,  on  which  the  last  hope 
^as  placed  of  saving  the  people's  lives,  broke  adrift,  and 
was  lo&t. 

^*  Next  morning  an  English  boat  was  seen  outsidp  the 
bar,  attempting  to  get  in,  and  was  known  to  be  the  one 
which  was  expeded  to  come  to  their  assistance.  The  joy 
occasioned  by  this  incident  was  transient,  for  the  bqat,  in 
searching  for  the  channel,  made  choice  of  that  part  where 
the  surge  broke  with  ilie  greatest  violence,  and  was  scca 
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no  more.  The  ship^s  crew  were  in  the  greatest  distre«, 
Ivhile  the  Tang-quinc5e  expr«8sed  their  joy  by  firing  with 
renewed  fory  from  their  batteries.  About  an  hour  after- 
wards, two  men  were  seen  swimming  to  the  vessel,  and 
ioon  reached  it.  The  rest  of  the  boat's  crew  were  other 
drowned  or  kilicd  by  the  Tung-quinese,  who  were 
cowardly  enough  to  fire  at  them  with  small  arms. 

<*  The  vessel  soon  siifiered  considerable  damage  in  her 
hull  and  rigging  from  the  batteries.  She  had  only  one 
anchor  to  depend  upon.  Nothing  remained  but  to  pro- 
pose an  accommodation,  and  little  good  was  to  be  expeSed 
from  th^t.  The  white  flag  was  hoisted,  and  signs  made 
to  the  Tung-quinese  to  come  on  board.  They  accordingly 
pulled  down  the  war  jSag ;  and  were  seen  in  consultation 
on  the  grand  battery  ;  and  a  boat  tried  to  get  to  the  Aip, 
but  was  driven  back  by  the  swell.  During  the  whole  day 
the  Tung-quinese  suffered  the  ship  to  remain  unmolested. 
In  the  evening  the  wind  shifted  so  as  to  render  it  possible 
to  get  out.  As  soon  as  it  was  dark  the  anchor  was  silently 
weighed,  and  the  sails  set.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to 
find  the  way  in  the  night  over  the  bar,  and  through  a  chan- 
nel not  above  sixty  yards  wide.  At  one  time  the  vessel's 
head  nearly  touched  the  breakers,  when,  fortunately,  her 
sails  were  taken  aback,  and  she  cleared  them*  About  mid- 
night she  crossed  the  bAr ;  and  when  the  Tung-quinese 
saw  that  she  had  escaped,  they  began  to  fire  their  gons, 
and  so  continued  long  after  she  was  out  of  their  reach.'' 

It  is  said  that  tlie  French  had  a  design  formerly  to  pur- 
chase the  Isle  of  Callaoi  a  few  miles  south  of  Turon,  ^^rtth 
a  view  of  establishing  a  settlement  diere.  Captain  Parish 
aai^  Mr.  Barrow  went  in  tlie  Jackall  to  survey  that  island, 
under  express  .orders  to  avoid  giving  oflencc  or  alarm  to 
the  inhabitants. 
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Mr.  Barrow's  account  states,  that  **  on  approaching  the 
N.  £.  coast  of  the  island,  and  standing  well  towards  if, 
they  stretched  along  its  eastern  shore,  to  the  southward, 
sufficiently  near  to  see  that  on  that  side  between  the  N.  and 
S.  extremities,  there  was  no  kind  of  landing-place,  the 
shore  being  one  range  of  immense  rocks,  sometimes  rising 
perpendicularly  from  the  sea,  and  others  impending  over 
it,  so  as  to  render  an  access  impossible.  About  half  a  mile 
from  the  southernmost  was  a  small  rocky  islet,  which  they 
sailed  round,  between  which  and  Callao  it  seems  there  is 
water  sufficient  for  the  largest  ships  to  pass  without  risk. 

On  passing  this  islet  they  opened  the  S.  W.  coast  of 
Callao^  and  discovered  it  to  be  very  different  from  the  other 
side,  being  clothed  with  verdure,  and  indented  widi  several 
small  sandy  bays.  They  stood  into  the  largest  of  these. 
Near  to  tlie  shore  appeared  a  number  of  houses,  and  at  a 
little  distance  from  theiTi  several  boats.  The  land  beyond 
the  village  was  in  a  state  of  cultivation.  The  water  shoal* 
Jng  from  nine  to  five  fathoms,  the  anclior  was  let  go.  The 
two  points  making  the  bay  bore  N.  7  dcg.  -W.  and  N.  36 
deg.  £.  the  last  about  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half. 

**  Just  as  the  vessel  had  anchored,  eight  large  gallies  and 
some  smaller  ones  stood  out  of  the  bay  towards  her ;  but 
ihey  soon  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  along  to  a  passage 
between  the  north  end  of  the  island  and  an  islet  to  the 
westward  of  it,  on  reaching  which  they  formed  a  circular 
line,  occupying  the  whole  passage.  The  brig  hoisted 
English  colours,  but  the  gallies  still  kept  their  station, 
while  the  vessel's  boat  landed  on  a  beach  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bay,  close  to  which  stood  a  little  village,  which  was 
deserted,  but  the  ddors  were  all  left  open.  After  waitjn|( 
some  tiflie,  a  man  was  seen  among  the  trees,  who  reluc* 
lantly  approached  them^  betraying  strong  marks  of  fear; 
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When  he  was  at  a  distance  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  put  hii 
head  to  the  ground  several  times.  This  man  was  found  to 
have  had  the  first  joint  of  every  finger  and  toe  wanting, 
which  was  perhaps  a  punishment  inflicted  on  him  for  somt 
crime.  Shortly  after  others  ventured  out  of  the  thicket, 
but  none  of  them  understood  Chinese,  or  had  any  know- 
ledge of  written  chara£lers.  By  drawing  the  figures  of 
such  things  as  they  wished  to  be  purchased,  the  visitors  suc- 
ceeded pretty  well,  and  bought  some  poultry  and  fruits. 
The  principal  inhabitants  had  all  embarked  from  fear  on 
board  the  gallies.  Those  who  remained  soon  became 
familiar ;  and  an  old  man  invited  the  strangere  to  his  hut  at 
a  little  distance.  <  There  he  introduced  them  to  his  wife,  an 
old  woman,  who,  on  recovering  from  her  surprise,  placed 
before  them  fruits,  sugar,  cakes,  and  water.  At  their  de- 
parture diis  hospitable  couple  expressed  a  wish  to  see  them 
again. 

Hy  a  pocket  sextant  and  compass  the  gentlemen  observed 
«at  ihe  southernmost  point  of  the  bay  the  necessary  angles ; 
and  as  tiiey  rowed  on  board,  noted  ^he  soundings  all  the 
way.  Angles  were  again  taken  on  board  the  vessel  at  an- 
chor, from  all  which  a  chart  of  Caliao  and  the  neighbour- 
ing isles  was  construdled.  Caliao,  so  earned  by  tbe  inhabi- 
tants, but  generally  called  by  the  Europeans  Campello, 
lies  opposires  to,^  and  about  eight  miles  east  of  the  mouth  of 
a  large  river,  on  the  Cochin-chinese  coast,  on  the  banks  of 
wJiich  stands  Fai  fooi,  a  place  of  note,  not  far  from  Turon 
harbour.  1  he  highest  peak  of  the  island  bears  from  that 
harbour  abojit  S.  E.  Jisiance  30  miles.  The  extreme 
points  of  the  island  are  in  latitude  15  deg.  53  min.  and  15 
deg.  57  min  N.  the  greatest  icngtntrom  N.  W.  to  S.  E, 
about  five  iiiiles,  and  the  mean  breadth  two  miles.  The 
only  part  inhabited  is  on  the  S.  W.  coast,  on  a  portion  of 
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land  between  the  bottom  of  a  bay  and  the  nrountains  on  ^ 
each  side  of  it.  Those  mountaios  look  at  a  distance  like 
two  distinft  islands :  the  highest  is  about  fifteen  hundred  feet : 
the  low  land  is  about  two  hundred  acres.  This  beauti- 
ful little  spot  is  diversified  with  houses,  temples/trecs,  and 
gentle  hillocks  adorned  with  shrubbery ;  among  which  rises 
the  areca,  like  a  stately  Corinthian  pillar.  A  clear  stream, 
is  conveyed  from  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  through  sluices, 
to  water  the  rice  grounds.  Most  of  the  houses  were  clean  and 
neat ;  some  were  of  stone,  and  covered  with  tiles.  One,  in 
particular,  was  surrounded  by  a  stone  wall,  and  had 
a  gateway  between  two  stone  pillars.  The  house  had  se-  . 
veral  rooms,  well  arranged.  This  building  was  at  the  bead 
of  the  chi^f  village,  containing  about  thirty  others,  built 
chiefly  of  bamboo.  On  the  side  of  a  hill  behind  the  vil- 
lage was  a  cave,  having  access  only  one  way.  Immedi- 
ately within  it  was  a  temple  commanding  a  view  of  the 
vale.  Several  other  temples  lay  on  the  plain,  ah  open  ta 
tUe  front,  having  a  colonade  before  them  of  round  pillars 
of  wood^  coloured  red  and  varnished. 

**"  The  number  of  houses  on  the  island  did  not  seem  to  be 
more  than  sixty.  Behind  most  of  them  were  inclosures  of 
sugar-canes,  tobacco,  and  other  plants.  The  mountains 
were  clothed  \^ith  verdure,  and  on  them  were  seen  a  few 
goats.  There  were  several  sandy  inlets  in  which  boats 
might  easily  land ;  but  a  communication  between  them 
would  be  di£5cult,  if  not  impossible,  owing  to  the  steep  and 
rugged  ridge*  which  divide  them  from  one  another :  very 
slight  works,  and  a  small  force,  would  therefore  be  quite 
sufficient  to  defend  the  island,  as  a  great  part  of  the  coast  is 
inaccessible.  There  was  water  enough  in  the  l>ay  for  ships 
of  any  burden,  and  they  would  be  perfcdly  sheltered  'from 
every  wind  except  the  S.  W.  but  the  shortness  of  the  dis- 
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tance  from  the  continent  in  that  diredion  must  ever  hioder 
the  sea  from  rising  high,  (hough  not  quite  near  enough  to 
break  the  violence  of  the  wind.'* 

7  he  coast  of  Cochin-China  has  several  navigable  rivers^ 
and  in  setded  times  numerous  junks,  of  various  burdens* 
from  China,  visited  them  for  cargoes,  chiefly  of  areca-nut 
and  sugar,  taking  of  the  last  annually  about  40,000  tons: 
they  exchanged  for  these  commodities  some  Chinese  ma«> 
nufa<3ures,  but  principally  paid  for  them  in  silver. 

The  two  countries  lie  at  a  small  distance  from  each  other^ 
and  the  voyage,  with  a  favourable  monsoon,  is  made  ia 
four  or  five  days ;  and  as  the  junks  mostly  come  in  ballast* 
they  would,  probably,  for  a  small  freight,  bring  with  tbem 
teas  and  other  articles  in  request  among  Europeans   to 
Cochin-China.     Perhaps  the  French  had  some  such  design 
in  view,  when  they  formed  the  projeA  of  a  settlement  on 
this  coast ;  as  it  is  well  known  the  Chinese  pay  no  duties 
on  goods  exported  in  their  own  vessels.    By  procuring  them 
in  this  veay,  tlierefore,  they  certainly  would  have  been  ena* 
bled  to  undersell  every  odier  European  trader.     This  me- 
tliod  of  carrying  on  trade,  by  means  of  Chinese  vessels,  be- 
tween their  ports  and  Cochin-China,  must  be  very  advan- 
tageous,  if  the  European  manufadhires  could  thereby  be  im* 
ponedalso  into  Canton  and  other  Chinese  ports^    TiU 
that  jealousy  of  foreigners,  which  prevails  in  China,  shaH 
be  removed,  this  mode  of  obtaining  their  commodities,  ia 
return  for  those  of  Europe,  might  be  more  beneficial  and 
secure ;  and  likewise  more  agreeable  to  them*  than  by  die 
present  way  of  foreigners  going  diredUy  among  diem. 

If  then  a  firm  settlement  of  this^kind  were  likely  to  be  ad- 
vantageous to  any  nation,  it  must  be  peculiarly  so  to  Great 
Britain,  because  it  would  not  only  liave  an  opening  for  ks 
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own  manufactures,  hut  its  possessions  in  I^indostan  would 
have  a  great  demand  from  thence  of  their  produ£tion8« 

Having  remained  in  Turon  harbour  about  a  fortnight, 
the  squadron  prepared  for  sea.-  The  monsoon  was  become 
feir  for  China.  The  invalids  were  greatly  recovered,  and 
the  Lion  was  entirety  clear  of  any  infectious  disorder. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Tothill,  however,  the  purser  of  the 
Lion,  about  this  time,  occasioned  universal  regret. 

He  had  suffered  great  fatigue  at  Batavia,  and  afterwards 
had  somp  gouty  complaints,  which  were  no  ^ay  alarmii^^ 
nor  was  he  confined  to  his  bed ;  and  he  thought  lumself, 
as  he  said,  a  tliousand  per  cent,  better  the  very  night  on 
which  he  died.  He  had  circumnavigated  the  globe  with 
Sir  Erasmus  Gower,  and  though  he  had  left  off  the  sea  foir 
several  years,  yet  he  chose  to  accompany  his  friend  on  this 
expedition. 

Another  circumstance  occurred  at  this  period,  to  cause 
some  uneasiness.  Mr.  Jackson*  master  of  the  Lion,  went 
in  a  boat,  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  peninsula  of  Turbn^ 
to  make  a  survey.  The  nighl  passed,  and  he  did  not  return^ 
nor  was  he  heard  of  the  next  day,  in  consequence  of  which 
bis  friends  were  gready  alarmed.  At  length  a  repon  ar« 
rived  that  he,  with  the  boat  and  crew,  had  been  seized,  and  kept 
at  some  distance  from  Turon,  and  this  was  soon  confirmed 
by  a  Mandarine  of  the  country,  who  /caine  on  board,  and  sig- 
nified that  some  strangers  had  been  taken  in  the  a£t  of  endea- 
vouring to  penetrate,  by  night,  up  a  river,  in  a  manner  chat 
excited  suspicion.  The  Embassador  having  demanded  them  j 
a  promise  was  made  that  they  should  be  restored ;  according- 
ly they  returned  a  few  days  after,  having  suffered  consi- 
derable hardships.  Mr.  Jackson  informed, '  that  wishing  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  eastern  coast  of  tlie  peninsula,  he  went 
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-along  shore  till  he  arrived  at  the  isthmus  pobc,  when  the 
sea-bree;K  sett  ia«  He  then  steered  for  Fai-foo  river,  and 
knowing  it  was  a*  branch  of  a  river  which  bad  ano« 
ther  branch  at  a  little  distance,  that  discharged  itself  into 
Turon  harbour,  he  resolved  on  returning,  that  way ;  diat 
after  going  above  twenty  miles,  alK>ut  eight  o'clock  at  night 
he  came  before  a  large  town,  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
where  he  stopped  near  two  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  two 
men  with  lights  made  signs  to  him  to  come.on  shore*  They 
called  also  to  two  gallies  to  take  hold  of  the  boat.  On  tliis 
he  went  ashore,  and  was  condudled  by  fourteen  men  to  a 
house,  where  he  passed  the  night.  The  next  morning  one 
of  the  men  set  off  in  a  great  hurry ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  and 
his  crew  were  removed  to  a  fort  above  the  town,  ^herc 
they  were  confined,  hand-cu£Fed,  and  barbarously  treated, 
till  a  person  of  some  distinflion  arrived,  who  expressed 
great  displeasure  at  the  behaviour.  They  were  dien 
marched  for  two  days,  many  miles  through  the  country,  ex- 
posed to  scoffs  and  threatnings,  till  they  at  last  reached  their 
boat,  and  embarked  for  the  ship. 

*•  The  country,  he  observed,  to  theS.  W.  of  Turon,  was 
level  and  fertile,  of  a  clayey  soil,  mixed  with  a  reddish  sand. 
He  saw  many  rivers  and  canals,  full  of  boats ;  sonie  junks 
of  about  130  tons  were  lying  before  a  town,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  built  of  red  bricks ;  but  the  large 
houses  were  greatly  damaged.  This  town  was  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  twenty-four  froniTuron,  or  Han-san. 
He  went  through  two  other  large  towns,  in  one  of  which 
was  a  plentiful  marker,  ab'^unding  mostly  in  rice,  yams, 
sweet  potatoes,  grt^ens  of  difFcrent  sorts,  pumk ins,  melons, 
roynd  white  cakes  of  sugar,  sugar  canes,  poultry,  and  hogs. 
There  were  also  stalls  made  of  bamboo,  and  shops  for 
selling  cloths  and  other  articles.     The  country  appeared 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY   TO  CHINA.  ^  l6l 

bptb  populous  aii4  industrioiis.  Thefields  were  clivided  from. 
^^h  other  by  narrow  path» ;  and  to  those  which  could 
apt  ht  wateried  by  the  rivers  water  was  carried  in  jars. 
Ikbp  s^ound  was  ploughed  by  two  buffaloes,  yoked  to  each 
other;  ^nd  the  plough  appeared  to  be  entirely  of  wood. 
The  fields  of  sugar-cane  were  larger  than  others,  and  the 
sugar  sold  in  the  market  at  about  three  half- pence  a  pound. 
All  otiier  articles  were  cheap  in  proportion.  Cotton  wa^ 
in  great  plenty*  It  is  picked  from  the  pod  by  the  children* 
and  made  by  the  women  into  a  coarse  cloth,  chiefly  dyed 
with  indigo.  The  horses  were  small  and  lively.  There 
wer^  also  asses  and  mules,  and  numbers  of  goats.  The 
people  seemed  to  suffer  greatly  from  those  in  office,  and 
from  the  military.  Their  arms  were  mostly  pikes,  spears, 
and  cutlasses;  but  no.  canoq  were  seen,  only  some  walU 
piepes,  with'  wide  bell-mouths.  The  roads  were  not  much 
wider  than  our  pietth-ways,  nor  were  any  carriages  seen 
that  would  require  broad  roads,  to  move  on.'* 

Since  Tungquin  fell  under  the  hie  usurper,  the  dotni* 
nions  of  Cochin- China  occupy  the  whole  space  between  the 
twelfth  degreie  of  N.  latitude  and  the  tropic  of  Cancer ; 
but  the  breadth  does  not  amount  to  two  degrees  of  longi-i 
tudc.  They  are  bounded  to  the  west  by  a  ridge  of  moun* 
tains,  on  the  pther  side  of  which  are  the  kingdoms  of 
Laos,  Siam,  and  Cambodia,  Cochin  and  Tung  quin  are 
bounded  on  the  ease  by  the  sea;  the  first  has  Tsiompa 
to  the  south,  and  the  latter  the  Chinese  province  of  Yun- 
nan to  the  north.  The  entire  space  is  about  95,000  square 
miles. 

On  the  departure  of  the  squadron  being  signified  to  the 
Government  of  Cochin  China  a  compliment  from  the 
l^rince  was  sent  to  the  Embassador,  accompanying  another 
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present  of  provisions,  pardcnlarly  of  such  a  quantity  of 
rice,  that  part  of  it  was  sent  to  the  Company's  fadorv  at 
Macao.  The  Embassador  announced  his  intention  of 
again  visiting  Cochin-Chida,  if  possible^  on  hts  return  fron^ 
Pekin.    The  ships  sailed  from  Turon,  June  i6th^ 
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CHAPtEk  IX. 


448SACX    TO    THE    LADRONB    ISLANDS,    NEAft   TO  MACA« 
ANZ>  CHUSAN. 

XHE  Einbassador  purposed  touching  at  one  of  the  Lad- 
rone  Island$y  close  to  Macao^  in  order  to  send  letters  to 
Europe,  but  principally  to  obtain  &uch  informatip;i  as 
might  be  of  moment  to  the  mission,  and  to  get  pilois  for 
the  Yellow  Sea. 

The  mountain  of  Tien-tcha,  or  New  Gibraltar,  which 
jfonrn  Turoa  harbour,  kept  off  the  sea  breeze  from  the 
Alps  that  lay  under  it ;  and  they  Were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  land  wind,  which  springs  up  in  the  after- 
noon. It  blew  from  S.  by  E.  to  S.  S  E.  and  carried  them 
above  a  hundreil  miles  from  Turon>in  twoity-four  hours. 
A  current  was  found  to  have  run  in  tliat  time  dire£lly  N« 
67  deg.  W.  about  30  miles,  or  one  mile  and  a  quarter  an 
hour. 

In  the  second  day's  eonrse  a  current  set  about  eiglit 
miles  N.  £;  owing,  perhaps,  to  tiie  reflux  of  the  sea  from 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Island  of  Hai-han,  abreast  of  which 
the  squadron  came  at  noon. 

June  19th,  a  current  set  from  the  eastward  thirteen  miles. 
Next  day  was  se^n  a  .high  neaked  island  palled  by  Euro^ 
peans  the  Grand  Ladrpne,  and  one  much  lower  near  it, 
and  the  Same  day  the  coast  of  China  came  also  in  sight. 

'  The  2ist  the  ships  anchored  near  another  of  the  Lad- 
rones,  called  Chbok-choo,  in  twclvte  fathoms  wuicr,  the 
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ground  muddy.  •  The  latitude  of  the  Grand  Ladrone  wa5 
found  to  be  2 1  dcg.  5a  min.  N.  and  iongitu(!e  113  deg.  36 
min.  E.  11)6  latitude  of  Chook-choo  was  21  dcg.  55 
niin.  N.  and  its  longitude  113  deg.  44.  tnin.  E. 

The  rocks  of  the  Ladrone  Islands  nearest  the  sea  arc 
dark  brown.  By  the  aftion  of  'the  waves  they  have 
obtained  a  honey-combed  appearance^  Some  springs 
are  found  on  these  islands,  the  water  of  which  is  not 
brackish,  nor  has  it  any  mineral  taste.  The  soil  on  the 
surface  is  of  the  same  natura  with  the  component  parts  of 
the  rocks  beneath.  These  consist  of  a  mixture  of  clay, 
a  little  calx  of  iron,  and  much  siliceous  cartli  and  mica. 
The  sea  is  of  a  dirty  yellow  colour,  and  not  deep.  The 
bottom  is  mud  and  clay.  / 

The  Ladrones,  and  ;he  numerous  islands  which  Me  bc- 
^tween  them  and  tlie  south  coast  of  China,  seem  to^ve 
been  fragments  torn  from  the  continent  and  from  -eaA 
other  by  the  convulsions  of  nature.  A  few  of  t^iem  have 
some  pleasing  verdant  spots,  but  for  the  most  part  they  arc 
naked  rocks,  wic!K)ut  any  vegetation.  They  are  efaic% 
resoned  to  by  fishermen  and  pirates.  According  to  ihc 
Commodore  "all  the  islands  east  of  the  Grand  Ladrone  are 
more  steep  than  those  to  the  westward.  The  first  arc  higfi 
and  irregular,  and  the  depth  of  water  among  them  about 
twerlty  fathoms :  the  latter  are  pretty  even,  tmd  appear 
together  like  a  conijiuied  land.  Laving  less  depth  of  water 
about  thcai  than  the  former.'* 

Messengers  being  about  to  be  sent  to  Rfacao,  the  two 
natives  of  China,  who  had  accompanied  the  embassy  as 
interpretets,  solicited  leave  to  be  taken  ashore.  They  had 
behaved  well  on  the  voyage,  and  one  of  them  had  been 
useful' in  translating  papers  into  Chinese.  The  Embas- 
sador would  have  rewarded  him  for  liis  trouble  ;  but  though 
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ht  hsiA  troSitng  besHfes  a  «np»11  a1lowa*ioe  !fow«  R<Mne,  lit 
would  neither  accept  mone^  nor  presents.  He  eggpitased 
^reat  gratitodc  to  and  regarf  iot  the  -Efiglwh ;  ami  if  his 
sentiments  were  to  be  attended  to,  •chdr  chatafl^r  wotrifl 
-donbtless  stand  high  among  his  copnrrymen.  One  trftht 
interpreters  likewise  begged  teave  to  quit  the  suite,  from  the 
fear  lest  he  Aould  incur  the  vengeance  of  the  laws  of  lii« 
country,  for  leaving  it  without  permission,  and  entering  into 
the  service  of  foreigners.  Thd  orfier  interpreter,  howeter, 
aifted  a  firmer  part.  He  considered  himsetf  as  engaged  to 
dttend  his  employers  rhraughout,  and  therefore  was  not  to 
i)c  deterred  by  any  apprehensions  of  danger.  He  was  bom 
in  that  part  of  Tartary  which  is  srfjjeft  to  China,  and  his 
features  were  some^at  flifierent  from  those  trf  flie  Chinese* 
Me  thought  proper,  however,  to  diange  liis  name,  for  bnfc 
<>f  the  same  signification  in*£ngUsh,  and  dothed  himself  in 
an  English  mflirary  dress.  The  rest  of  tfie  Chinese  went 
to  Macao  in  the  brig,  vVhich  also  carried  dispatches  from  tho 
Dutch  Government  to  their  Resident  in  China,  requiring 
him  to  aid  the  views  of  Oie  embassy,  and  letters  of  the  same 
purport  from  the  Cardinal  Prefeft  of  the  Congregation  at 
Rome  for  propagating  iTie  Christian  faitli  to  the  chief  of 
the  IVIissionari^  at  Macao. 

Tlic  Embassador  was  infonned  from  the  English  Com- 
fnissioners,  that  "  the  Emperor's  disposition  to  receive 
linn  still  remained,  as  appeared  by  his  instructions  to  the 
several  Governments  on  the  coast.  He  had  also  ordered 
Mandarines  to  wait  the  arrival  of  his  Excellency,  and 
pilots  to  be  properly  placed  to  conduft  the  ships  to  Tien- 
«ing,  and  to  prepare  for  his  reception,  as  well  as  to  convey 
Urn  and  his  84.iite  to  Pekin  ;  concluding  his  mandate  thus, 
f^.al  as  a  great  Mandarine  bad  come  so  far  to  visit  Aim,  he 
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^mst  he  rtceivgd  in  a  distinguished  mannerf  amwirabU  t9  tie 
cccasion,^* 

The  Commissioners  conceived,  ho  douk,  that  **  the 
officers  of  Govcrnmenc  there  had  cast  a  veil  over  the  dis* 
position  and  intention  of  the  Emperor  towards  Europeans^ 
and  that  nothing  was  so  much  wanted,  or  would  be  of 
such  advantage  Co  the  Company  as  a  diretS:  intercourse 
between  their  servants  and  the  Court  of  Pekin,  ^ould  it  be 
obtabed  by  means  of  his  Excellency,  7'he  embatey  was 
certainly  not  agreeable  to  some  of  the  people  in  office 
at  Canton*  The  motives  of  it  had  been  anxiously  in- 
quired into  by  them,  especially  by  the  Hoppo,  or  the 
head  of  the  revenue,  and  inspe&or  of  foreign  trade  there, 
who,  being  conscious  of  having  deserved  reprehension  for 
his  condu£l,  naturally  united  in  his*  mind  the  subjeS  of 
complaint  widi  the  views  of  the  embassy.  The  Coi^mis- 
sioners  were  persuaded  that  every  engine' was  employed  by 
him  to  frustrate  their  proceedings;  and  when  he  found 
that  they  were  not  diredly  deputed  by  the  King,  but  were 
only  representatives  of  the  India  Conlpany,  he  eagerly 
seized  the  occasion  to  perplex  and  oppose  them  by  every 
artifice  of  which  he  was  possessed*" 

The  Foo-yen,  or  Governor  of  Canton,  was  also  in- 
quisitive into  the  private  views  of  the  mission,  and  he  as- 
sured the  Commissioners,  diat  ''  if  they  would  discover 
them  to  him,  he  would  confine  the  matter  to  his  own  breast 
*  and  that  of  the  Emperor.*'  It  was  replied,  "  that  they 
knew  of  no  oiher  vie\ys  than  those  of  complimenting  the 
Emperor  and  of  cultivating  his  friendship,  and  if  there  were 
others,  they  rested  with  the  Embassador  only/* 

The  Commissioners  were  urged  to   write  to  his  Ex* 
cellency  to  stop  at  Canton  instead  of  proceeding  to  Ticj^- 
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^g,  and  chey  were  obliged,  after  various  excuses;,  tq 
declare  the  improhabiIity»  chat  a  vessel  dispatched  on  sucK 
an  erraud  could  overtake  the  squadron  in  time.  After  this^ 
declaration  they  were  hindered  from  applying  for  pilots  to 
go  in  quest  of  the  ships  ;  and,  therefore,  only  solicited  that 
such  sJiouJ(d  be  ready  at  Chu-san,  in  the  province-  of  Che^ 
kiang,  and  at  Niang-hai,  in  that  of  Shau-tung,  both]oD  the 
eastern  coast  of  China.  Pilots  from  those  ports  appeared 
to  be  better  than  those  elsewhere,  as  being  mbre  likely  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  course. 

Notwidistanding'  the  jealous  ejre  with  which  the 
other  European  fa£lories  viewed  the  embassy,  some  of 
them,  particularly  the  Dutch,  had  already  availed  them*- 
selves  of  the  influence  of  the  English,  to  avoid  the  im« 
positions  laid  on  foreigners  removing  from  Canton  to 
Macao.  The  notification  of  the  embassy  had  made,  in* 
deed,  such  an  impression  on  the  Government  at  Canton, 
that  several  new  exactions  had  been  removed  by  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Commissioners  to  submit  to  them,  and  the 
Hoppo,  fearful  of  complaints  being  preferred  against  him, 
had  lately  behaved  with  "great  civility  and  forbearance. 
The  native  agents,  and  servants  of  the  English  fadory, 
began  also  to  assert  the  rights  of  their  employers  with  a 
firmer  tone  than  formerly. 

The  Governor  of  Canton  pressed  the  Commissioners  for 
a  list  of  the  presents  which  the  Embassador  had  for  the 
Emperor,  concerning  which  a  great  curiosity  had  been 
excited  at  Pekin.  The  Governor  alleged  that  "  he  couki 
not  send  the  letter  signifying  the  Embassador's  approach 
without 'specifying  the  particulars  of  the  oflFering  ^Mdi 
he  brought  with  hiitt.^-  The  Commissioners  gave  what 
Isocount  they  co;iU|  and  apologized  for  their  ioiperfed 
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ktaomUigf^oi th%  suh^uBt,  by  their  haviog  lefr  Eur9pe.be* 
ftnA  maay  of  the  snicks,  were  provide^. 

The  Embasador  was  also  m£brined»  that  *^  two  of  the 
agilive meiKhaots of  Cantoo  had bceadirei^edto  go  to  asf 
f9$t  of  the  coast,  imiDediatel;  oa  heari^g^of  the  s^uadroa's 
aorival^  aad  probaJ^ly  to  accoa)|^]c  the  fonbassador  to 
«ouit.'*  Jt  Was  iuupgiaed  that  they^  ^«(ere  designed.  10  serve 
a#:  interpreters,  aad  to  tieat  forsvch  goodii  as  the  Embas- 
sador migtit  haveto  sell ;  biU  the  CooitBissioners  re^yeared 
that  the  merchants  might  notbereinoved  from  their  eoi- 
ployaKHts,  sayiog,  tb»t  ^*  the  Embassador  wa9  provided 
widi.interpteters,  and  that  tbe^ ship- which  attended  the  em- 
bass]!(  was  cii^^y  laden,  with  {^eseqts  for  the.  Emperor.  It 
bappenf^alv)tha.t  the  private  interests  of  dicnieFchants  were 
likely  to  be  ioioredby  diepuroey,  and.  therefore  they  spar* 
ed  neither  pain^  nor  presents  to  get  tbemsetnes  excused, 
which  at  leo^^  they,  obtained. 

It  had* been  usual  for  one  of  the  Missionaiies  to  attend 
former  Embassadors  at  Court,  hut  the  information  of  the 
Eiench  rey^^^mionbad  so  alai»ied  that  ]egloiis<3ovenunea^ 
that  the  system  yfu  entirely  changed  respedieg  them,  and 
reBUt^onsonfofetgners.  were  enforced  with  the  greatest 

The  English  formed  the  expe^ation  of  receiving  assiss 
anoB  from  the  Ponugifesse  as  Macao,  fro^  the  nnio»  that 
Sflbsisied  hotween  the^  t^a  natioaa  ^  but  the  Embassador 
leecntdihat  iheir  old  policy  pf  endeavouring  to  exclude  aU 
odKT  foreignwisifriswn  C)iij»u  stitt  sulrsisted,  an(l  therefore  it 
depended  en  bii^icelf  and  hissmte-to  tei^Qve  the  preiudiccs 
ivUch  the-  Cluoeset  migte*  eiMcrtait^  of'  the  nation  he 
lepveaeatQd,  iumI  i»concttter«  aqgr  ob9H4«li&  <h«t  iw|^4ie  in 
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On  the  23d  of  June  the  ship  sailed  from  Chook-thoo» 
Vfith  a  fair  wind/ to  the  straits  which  divide  China  frotii 
Fonnojia«  as  it  is'called  by  Europeans;  but  by  the  inhabi- 
tants and  Chinese  Fai-wan.  They  passed  that  day  be- 
tween two  isles,  one  called  Asses*  Ears,  and  the  other  Lema, 
both  uncoltivSit^,  and  surrounded  with  rocks.  The  lati- 
tude of  the  first  was  found  *to  be  21  deg.  55  miti.  N.  lon- 
gitude 114  deg.  7  min.  R.  The  latitude  of  the  other  22 
deg.  N.  anil  longitude  1 14  deg.  17  min.  E. 

The  24th,  appeared  a  high  rock  called  Pedra-Branca^ , 
latitude  22  deg.  ^9  min.  N.  and  longitude  14  deg.  57  min* 
£.  the  barometer  29  inches  73  decimal  parts.    A  current 
was  found  to  have  set  N.  by  £•  the  last  24  hdurs,  about  a 
mile  an  hour. 

The  next  Jay  the  squadron  crossed  the  tropic  of  Cancer. 
At  sun-set  there  was  an  uncommon  redness  in  the  sky:  The 
quicksilver  fell  suddenly  in  the  barometer,  and  the  wind 
rose  to  a  fresh  gale  from  the  S.  W.  The  next  morning 
came  pn  with  squalls,  rain,  thunder,  and  lightm*ng';  but 
It  corned  again  towards  noon.  The  thermometer  was 
at  82  deg.  and  the  barometer  at  29  inches,  63  dec.  parts. 
The  26th  was  squally,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and' rain; 
the  wind  siiifting  from  S.  E.  to  S.  by  W« 

In  rainy  weather  the  Chinese  sailors  put  on  jackets  and 
trqwsers  made  of  rqeds,  in  their  natural  state,  close^  and 
parallel  to  each  other,  with  slouched  hats  of  the  same, 
over  which  the  rain  runs  off,  as  over  the  feathers  of  water- 
fowl. 

This  weather  continued,  chiefly  from  the  westward,  on* 
the  27th  with  heavy  rain,  and  a  great  swell.    It  appeared 
that  a  ciu-rent  had  run  within  die  three  last  days  48  mil6s 
in  the  course  of  N.  70  deg.  £.    The  Aiermomcter  at 
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noon  stood  at  79  deg.  and  the  barometer  at  29  inches,  73 
decimal  parts. 

The  next  day  the  weather  was  moderate,  and  the  squa« 
'    dron  having  cleared  the  strait,  made  sail  for  the  islands  of 
Chu-san. 

The  29th  die  soundings  decreased  from  5a  to  22  fathomt. 
A  cluster  of  islands  or  rocks^x  called  Hey-san,  or  the  Black 
Islands,  appeared.  Their  latitude  is  a8  deg.  53  min.  N. 
and  long.  121  deg.  24  min.  E. 

On  the  3Qth*the  weather  was  thick,  widf  moderate 
breezes  from  the  S.  W.  and  the  soundings  increased'  from 
22  to  32  fathoms.   - 

July  ist,  the  Quesan  islands  were  seen,,  and  the  next  day 

die  squadron  anchored  close  to  them  in  nine  fathoms;  the 

'  highest  and  southernmost  hearing  K.  by  W.  4  miles.  The 

English  call  it  Fatch-cock ;  and  its  latitude  is  29  deg.  22 

min.  N.  long.  121  deg.  52  min.  E. 

The  next  morniag  the  squadron  stood  in  for  Chu-san, 
which  was  attended  with  some  difficulty,  from  ihe  nume« 
rous  Chinese  boats  crowding  about  the  vessels.  More 
Aan  three  hundred  of  these  surrounded  die  Lion,  in  a  man* 
'  ^er  wed|;ed  within  one  another.  Thousands  were  in  sight, 
some  fishing,  and  some  larger  ones  carrying  timber  and 
jQther  articles.  Some  moved  forward  in  a  parallel  line; 
others  were  lashed  together  to  oarry  large  timlier  across  both 
decks;  and  all  had  sails  of  matting,  and  more  men  than 
^  European  vessels  of  the  same  siae. 

Here  the  Hindostan  got  a  pilot,  who  guided  her  first  be-p 
fween  thgr  isles  of  Que-san  and  the  main^  and  so  north- 
ward to  Chu-san.  The  only  danger  in  this  passage  is^ 
from  a  rock  which  was  first  seen  by  the  ship  Normanton 
in  1736,  and 'is (described  io  lie  about  S.  W.  by  W.frooi 
Fatchcock,. distant  four  leagues;  6q  being  first  seen,  die 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY  to  CHINA.  I/i 

tfde  wai  at  die  first  quarter  of  ebb :  at  the  distance  of  four 
or  five  mfles  it  appeared  about  the  size  of  a  long  boat,  and 
zs  it  was  the  dead  of  the  neap  it  must  be  under  water  ia 
spring-tides/'  To  avoid  it  the  Qye^san  islands  must  be 
kept  within  a  little  distance^ 

In  the  chart  of  Chu-sanislands^  published  by  Dalrymple^ 
19  another  called  the  Holdemess  rock,  on  which  a  ship  so  * 
called  struck;  and  it  is  placed  about- three  miles  fi-om 
thp^^mall  island  at  die  S.  end  of  die  largest  of  the  Que-sans ; 
-t>ut  the  present  pilot  knew  nothing  of  it.  Thomas  Fi|a&- 
burgh»  Esq.  who  was  on  board  the  ship,  **  observed  the 
bearings  while  ^  she  lay  on  the  rocks  were  Bui&Ioe's 
Nose  E.  end  N.  N.  W.  northerly.  Southernmost  small 
Que-san,  the  body  S.  £.  Second  Qtie-sani  middle  peak 
&  £•  by  £.  Three  small  rocks,  of  which  only  two  are 
discemtble  at  h^h  water,  E.  S.  E.  half  S.  Third  Qucrsan, 
body  £.  distant  one  mile  and  a  quarter.  Northernmost 
part  of  the  Quesans,  N.  N.  E.  The  largest  of  die 
Whelps  N.N.W.  half  W,»' 

The  squadron  steered  between  die  Que-sans  and  a  cluster 
CO  die  westward  of  them,  called  the  Bear  and  Cubs,  close  to 
the  main.  The  Whdps  formed  another  groupe  to  the  N. 
To  die  westward  .of  these  die  depth  is  five  fathoms,  and  to 
the  eastward  seven.  A  N.  N.  W.  course  leads  dience  to 
anodier  groupe  called  the  Caidkers  and  Casde  rock,  ilnd  an 
iale  to  the  eastward  of  them  called  Starboard  Jack.  Here 
the  bottom  of  the  channel  is  level ;  and  several  fishing  boats 
tvere  employed.  The  same  course  leads  between  die  W. 
side  of  Bufialoe's  Nose,  and  the  Tinker  on  the  E.  to  an 
island  called  Tree*a-top,  a  suitable  liame  once,  perhaps,  but 
now  the  tree  is  gone.  The  Hbdostan  anchored  to  die 
southward  of  diisj  but  the  Lion  and  JackaU  sCood  further 
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in  for  a  supply  of  water ;  tvhite^dte  Clarence  went  to.Cha- 
san  for  pilots. 

The  Chu*san  islands  were  mostly  rounded  biUs,  and 
ihough  dofie  to  each  other  the  channels  between  them  were 
very  deep.  Their  bases  were  granite,  part  of  which  re- 
sembling porphyry,  but  softer.  They  appeared  to  be  part 
of  the  continent  scooped  into  islands  by  strong  torrents*  One 
of  them  called  Poo*too,  is  said  to  be  a  delightful  ^pot ;  and 
is  inhabited  by  three  thousand  Chinese  monks,  who  live 
in  celibacy.  It  has  four  hundred  tem^des,  and  numerous 
houses  and  gardens,  for  these  religious.  This  monastery 
is  very  rich,  and  much  celebrated. 

Thfc  Lion  lay  at  anchor,  wailing  Ibr  the  Clarence,  in  a 
good  liarbour,  between  the  Plowman  and  Bufialoe*s  .Nose, 
tn  lat.  29  deg.  45  min*  N.  and  long.  121  deg.  26  min.  £. 
The  diip  purchased  from  the  inhabitants  of  Plowman's 
Islands,  at  a  cheap  rate,  bullocks,  goats  and  fowls,  and  from 
the  boats  various  excellent  fish.  The  Lion  attraded  uni- 
versal attention.  Her  decks  were  cotistantly  crowded  widi 
visitors,  some  of  whom,  on  seeing  a  portrait  of  the  Empe- 
ror in  the  great  cabin,  prostrated  themselves  before  it,  kis- 
sing 'the  floor  several  times ;  and  oft  rising  seemed  to  be 
grateful  to  the  stranger  who  had  paid  such  resped  to  their 
Sovereign.  TTiough  (hey  were  permitted  to  go  about  with- 
out notice,  yet  notie  of  them  abused  the  induigenceby  any 
improper  conduft.  The  tlarence  worked  with  the  tide 
up  Dufleld  s  passage,  where  she  anchored  during  ihe  ebb. 
This  lies  between  the  Island  of  Lowang  on  the  E.  and 
another  on  the  W.  and  is  not  above  three  miles  in  breadth, 
yet  the  least  depth  of  water  is  one  hundred  fathoms. 

As  the  Clarence  anchored  close  to  the  shore  of  Lowang, 
the  gentiomea  who  were  on  board  took  the  opportunity  ^ 
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UncKng*  The  passage,  where  the  vessel  lay,  looked,  from 
one  of  the  hills,  like  a  river,  and  the  sea  beyond  resfsmbled 
a  lake  spotted  with  numerous  isles.  This  hiil  was  covered 
with  grass,  reeds,  and  shrubbery ;  but  the  country  seem(;d 
naked  to  the  eye  of  an  European. 

They  then  came  down  into  a  plain  which  had  been 
gained  from  the  sea,  which  was  shut  out  by  a  bank  of  eanh* 
This  plain  was  laid  out  in  rice-plats,  and  supplied  with 
water  from  the  adjacent  hills.  The  manure  was  peculiarly 
offensive,  and  jsuch  as  is  not  used  in  £ngl^!$d.  Earthen 
vessels  were  sunk  into  the  ground  for  its  reception,  as  well 
as  to  colle,£i  liquids  of  a  like  kind,  wherein  the  grain  was 
steeped  before  it  was  sown. 

They  were  met  by  a  farmer,  in  a  loose  dress  of  blue  cot- 
ton, a  straw  hat,  tied  under  his  chin,  and  half  boots,  who 
condudied  tliem  to  a ,  neighbouring  village.  In  the  way 
they  were  invited  into  a  farm-house#  by  the  tenant,  who, 
with  his  son,  regarded  them  with  astonishment.  The  house 
was  of  wood,  the  uprights  of  which  were  of  the  natural 
form  of  the  timber.  The  xoof,  which  was  jiivithout  a  ceil- 
ing, was  covered  with  the  straw  of  rice.  The  floor  was  of 
earth  beat  hard,  mii  she  ropins  were  divided  by  macs  hang- 
ing from  the  beams.  Two  cotton  spinning-^wheels  were 
in  the  outermost ;  but  the  female^  had^^etired.  Clusters  of 
bamboo  gcew  round  the  house,  and  also  the  sort  of  palm 
.whose  Jeafjesembles  a  fan,  and -is  used  as  such. 

The  Island  of  Lowang,  they  were  informed,  contained 
ten  thousand  inhabitants. 

lu  the  dusk  of  the  evening  the  Clarence  came  to  a  pro- 
montory galled  i^ee-to-point,  round  which  the  tide  ran 
vvith  great  force,  and  the  mud  was  raised  by  it  in  such  quan- 
titi^  as  to  excite  no  small  alarm.  The  vessel  anchored 
that  night  in  seventeen  fadioms.    Here  she  was  met  by  ^ 
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Chinese  barge,  who  cooduAed  her  next  mornii^  to  the 
harbour  of  Chu-san. 

The  Clarence  anchored  near  the  house  of  the  Tsung* 
ping,  or  military  Governor,  and  where  she  lay  was  so  shot 
in;  that  the  difierent  entrances  were  not  to  be  seen,  so  that 
a  person  on  board  could  hardly  point  out  how  she  got 
there* 

From  E.  to  W.  the  harbour  extends  near  three  miles, 
but  from  N.  to  S.  a  little  more  than  one*  The  tides  here 
are  very  irregular,^  making  a  difierence  in  the  rise  and  fall 
of  about  twelve  feet,  and  the  time  of  high  water  at  the  full 
and  change  of  the  mdon  is  about  twelve  o'clock. 

The  Chu^san  islands  abound  in  excellent  harbours  foe 
ships  of  any  burden,  which,  with  the  advantage  of  their 
centrical  situation,  with  regard  to  the  £.  coast  of  China, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  Corea,  Japan,  Leoo-keoo;  and 
Formosa,  bring  a  great  trade,  e^iecially  to  Ning-poo,  a  ' 
large  commercial  city  in  the  adjacent  province  of  Che- 
chiang,  to  which  the^e  islands  belong.'  Twelve  vessels 
sail  every  year 'from  one  port  in  that  province  to  Japan, 
for  copper. 

The  Clarence,  soon  after  her  arrival,  was  visited  by 
some  officers,  who  were  accompanied  by  a  native  merchant 
who  had  been  formerly  conneded  with  the  agents  of  die 
India  Company,  when  they  were  permitted  to  trade  hither* 
He  had  still  some  knowledge  of  our  language,  and  remem* 
ber(^  with  pleasure  the  names  of  Mr.  Fitzburgh  a^d  Mr. 
Bevan,  the  Company's  head  agents  at  Ning-poo  'and  Chu- 
san,  and  hoped  that  the  English  would  be  allowed  to  re- 
sume their  tradp  hither.  He  gave  as  a  reason  why  the 
Cl^ence^s  salute  of  seven  guns  was  returned  with  only 
three,  that  the  Government  never  suffered  a  greater  num^ 
ber  to  bt  fired  from  the  same  spot»  on  any  complimentary 
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Mcation.  He  tbe&  ootked  'their  custom  in  saluting,  of 
elevating  their  guns  high,  saying  that,  if  this  had  beeti 
adopted  by  the  English,  the  accident  already  mentioned^ 
that  happened  at  Canton,  would  have  heen  avoided. 

When  it  was  known  that  the  Clarence  belonged  to  the 
expeAed  Embassy,  the  Governor  sent  presents  of  all  kinds 
of  provisions  on  board ;  and  the  next  day  received  the  gen- 
tlemen with  great  politeness,  and  signified  his  hope,  that , 
the  deputation  which  he  had  sent  to  the  Lion  would  induce 
the  Embassador  to  pay  him  a  visit.  The  necessity  of 
speedily  repairing  to  the  Court  was  urged  as  an  excuse  for 
declining  this  invitation,  and'  also  as  a  plea  for  obtaining  the 
necessary  pilots. 

Respe£king  these,  he  thought  that  lie  had  fulfilled  his  in- 

strudions,  by  providing  proper  persons  Jto  guide  the  ships 

along  shore,  to  the  next  province  to  the  nonh,  arid  that 

others  would  be  there  had  (o  condu&  them  farther  on,  and 

'  ao  from  stage  to  ftage  till  they  reached  Tien-sing. 

Ob  being'told  of  the  inconvenience  of  tiiis  tedious  mode 
of  coasting,  and  of  the  necessity  of  making  a  dirtdt  course 
>  to  th^  gulph  of  Pekin,  the  Governor  was  surprised,  and 
took  till  next  day  to  consider  of  it. 

The  party  in  the  mean  time  went  to  sec  the  city  of  Ting« 
hai,  which  lies  about  a  mile  from  (he  shore,  the  way  to 
^ffbich  was  over  a  plain  interse&ed  with  various  rivulets 
and  canals.  The  ground  was  highly  cultivated ;  not  a  spot 
suffered  to  lie  waste;  and  though  the  road  was  goud,  it 
^yas  narrow  seemingly,  from  an  economical  principle  of 
losing  as  little  ground  as  possible* 

T*he  walls  of  the  city  were  thirty  feet  high,  and  rose 
above  the  houses.  Square  cowers  of  stone  were  ra  nged  along 
the  walls,  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  trom  each 
odier*    Embrasures  were  in  the  parapets,  and  in  the  meriuiis 
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holes  JTor  archery ;  but  the  only  caanon  were  a'  few  old 
pieces  near  the  gate.  Inside  the  gate,  which  tvas  double, 
was  a  guaid-ihouse,  where  the  bows  and  arrows,  pikes  and 
match-locks,  stood  ready  for  use. 

Ting-hai  had  some  resemblance  to  Venice.  It  was  sur- 
rounded, and  divided  by  canals,  and  the  bridges  over  them  were 
steep,  and  ascended  by  steps.  The  streets  were  very  nar« 
ro  w,  and  paved  widi  square  flat  stones  ^  but  the  houses  were 
low,  and  of  one  story.  The  tiling  was  plastered  over,  and 
the  roo&  were  ii)  the  form'of  the  inside  bend  of  the  ridges 
and  sides  of  tents.  On  the  ridges,  of  the  roofs  were  auk- 
ward  figures  of  animals,  in  clay,  stone,  or  iron.  The  shops, 
of  which  the  town  was  full,  contained  mosdy  cloths,  pro- 
visions, furniture,  and  even  coffins  painted  in  liyely  colours. 
Among  other  animals  exposed  alive  for  sale  were  dogs, 
and  also  fish  in  .tubs  of  water,  and  eels  in  sand.  Tin-leaf 
^nd  scented  wood  for  burning  in.  the  temples,  were  also 
among  the  articles  of  commerce.  £oth  sexes  wore  lo6se^ 
idresses  and  trowsers.  The  men  wore  straw  hats,  and  had 
their  heads  shaved,  except  one  long  lock.  The  women 
had  their  hair  entire,  platted  and  gathered  neatly  into  a  knot 
on  the  crown  of  the  head',  somewhat  resembling  the  female 
figures  of  antiquity.  1  he  inhabitants  had  all  the  charac- 
teristics of  quick  and  a&ive  industry.  None  appeared  to 
avoid  labour ;  nor  were  anybeggars  ^ecn.  * 

The  feet  of  the  women  were  unnaturally  h'ttle,  ani» 
seemed  as  if  the  fore-part  of  the  foot  had  been  cut  off, 
leavirg  the  remainder  like  the  stump  of  an  amputated  limb. 
It  is  here  customary  to  stop,  by  compression,  the  growing 
of  the  ancle  and  foot,  from  infancy,, leaving,  however,  the 
great  toe  in  iis  natural  state,  to  bend  and  keep  the  others 
under  the  sole  oi  the  foot,  to  which  they  at  last  adhere,  an} 
can  never  be  separated. 
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The  chiMwi  who  undergo  this  painfol  operation  are 
obliged  to  be  supported  when  they  walk;  and  at  last,  when 
they  are  able  to  go  ftlone,  they  always  walk  on  their  heels. 

Th«  Chinese  wKo  feside  in  mountains  and  remote  places 
have  not  adopted  this  custom.  But  these  females  are  regarded 
by  the  rest  with  abhorrence,  and  are  only  employed  in  servile 
ofl5ce$;  and  so  violent  appears  the  prejudice  in  favour  of 
distorted  limbs,  that  should  there  be  two  sisters,  equal  in  all 
Other  respe£ts  but  this,  that  the  feet  of  the  one  had  been 
maimed,  and  those  of  the  other  not,  the  latter  would  be  re- 
duced to  spend  her  days  in  obscurity  and  servitude. 

This  custom  could  have  originated  in  nothing  more  than 
a  mistaken  idea  of  beauty,  carried  on  and  confirmed  through 
successive  ages,  till  it  attained  to  a  preposterous  degree  of 
excess. 

But  the  imaginary  advantage  gained  by  a  lady  in  this 
unnatural  depression  of  her  feet  is  more  than  counterba- 
lanced by  the  injury  offered  therebjf  to  her  health  and  figure, 
for  tWe  18  certainly  no"  grace  in  her  steps,"  npr animation 
Lcr  countenance. 

The  appearance  of  the  strangers  excited  no  small  asto- 
nishment in  the  inhabitants,  few  of  whom  had  ever  seen 
any  human  being  before,  that  differed  much  from  them- 
selves. But  thougn  the  spe£lators  pressed  in  multitudes 
round  the  visitors,  they  neither  expressed  their  surprise  by 
noise,  or  offered  to  insult  them"  by  mockery.  To  avoid 
the  excessive  heat,  and  the  pressure  of  the  crowd,  the  party 
took  shelter  in  a  temple ;  from  whence  they  soon  returned 
in  sedan  chairs,  followed  by  new  crowds.  A  heavy  squall, 
with  rain,  overtook  them  before  they  could  reach  die  shore, 
which  obliged  them  to  go  into  a  Chinese  monastery,  where 
diey  were  received  with  great  hospitality,  and  treated  with, 
tea.  The  next  morning  they  waited  on  the  Governor  it 
A  a 
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ttic  Iiall  of  audience.  This  buijding  was  large,  and  stood 
.at  the  end  of  a' paved  court,  having  galleries  all  round. 

The  roef  ^as  supported  by  several  columns  of  wood, 
which,  with  the  beams  and  rafters,  were  painted  red  and 
varnished. 

Numerous  lanterns  hung  by  qprds  of  silk  from  the  cross 
beams ;  some  were  of  wood  frames,  covered  widi  gauze^ 
painted  with  various  figures ;  and  others  of  horn,  thin  and 
clear  a3  glass ;  many  of  th^  were  cylindrical,  about  two 
feet  in  diameter,  hs^ving  the  ends  rounded  off,  aiid  the  edges 
united  to  the  point,  by  which  they  hang  :  each  consisted  of 
one  piece  of  horn,  the  seams  of  which  were  not  to  be  seen, 
'  Stn  art  that  is  peculiar  to  the  Chinese..  The  horns  used  by 
them  are  those  of  sheep  and  goats.  According  to  the  in- 
'  formation  gained  c^i  the  spot,  *they  are  bent  by  pbcing 
them  in  boiling  water,  then  they  are  cut  open  and  made 
flat,  after  which  they  easily  divide  into  two  or  three  plates. 
To  make  the  plates  join,  they  are  made  soft  by  steam,  and 
the  edges  being  then  scraped,  so  as  that  when  one  piece  is 
kid  on  the  other,  it  shall  not  be  thicker  than  the.  rest  of 
the  plate,  they  are  pressed  together  with  pincers,  and  per- 
feAly  united.  In  this  hall  were  several  tables  covered  with 
frames  full  of  earth,  in  which  were  dwarf  pines,  oaks,  and 
orange-trees,  that  bore,  fruit.  The  highest  was  no^more 
than  two  feet ;  and  some  of  them  appeared  to  be  decaying 
with  age.  On  the  soil  lay.  small  heaps  of  stones,  honey- 
combed, and  covered  with  moss  to  resemble  antient  rocks. 
Several  specimens  of  depressed  vegetation  were  to  be  seen 
.  in  every  house  of  consequence  in  China,  and  this  formed 
no  inconsiderable  part  in  the  art  of  gardening. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  these  dwarfs  is  said  to  be  this : 
That  part  of  the  tree  from  whence  the  branches  grow  is 
covered  with  mould  or  clay,  which  is  confined  by  coarse 
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cloth,  and  kept  moist  by  water.  This  process  takes  vp  a 
whole  year  sometimes,  when  small  fibres  shoot  down  into 
the  mould,  and  that  part  from  whence  they  proceed,  with 
the  branch  that  rises  dire£Uy  above  it,  is  taken  from  the' 
rest  of  the  tree  with  care,  and  set  in  new  earth,  when 
the  fibres  become  roots,  and  the  former  branch  becomes 
the  trunk  of  the  new  tree,  bearing  fruits  and  flowers. 
The  ending  buds  of  those  branches,  which  are  intended 
for  dwarfs,  are  torn  ofF,  and  the  branches  being  thereby 
prevented  from  growing  longer,  other  buds  and  small 
branches  shoot  from  the  sides.  These  small  branches  are 
forced  by  wires  to  any  particular  "forms,  and  when  the 
dwarf  is  intended  to  resemble  an  old  tree,  treacle  or  mo- 
lasses is  applied  to  it  to  attra6t  the  ants,  who,  in  searching 
for  the  juice,  entirely  corrode  the  bark. 

While  the  gentlemen  were  attending  to  diese  obje£b» 
the  Governor  arrived,  accompanied  by  a  civil  o£Bcer,  whp 
wore  a  square  embroidery  on  his  breast  of  variously 
coloured  silk,  in- which  was  worked  the  figure  of  the 
phoenix,  as  that  of  the  tyger  was  in  a  like  embroidery  on 
die  Governor's  robes,  to  signify  his.  military  functions. 
These  officers,  with  some  of  an  inferior -degree,  were  seated 
in  arm-chairs,  covered  with  red  cloth,  while  the  English 
were  placed  in  similar  ones  opposite  to  them« 

After  mutual  compliments,  tea  was  served  round,,  and 
the  magistrate  then  made  a  long  speech,  the  purport  of 
which. was,  that  the  way' of  sailing  from  province  to 
province  had  been  the  custom  of  tlie  Chinese,  and  there- 
fore must  be  the  best;  that  Chu-san  was  dependent  on 
Ning-poo,  and  could  not  furnish  the  pilots  that  were  de- 
manded. To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  size  and  make 
of  the  English  ships  rendered  another  mode  of  ,navigatioa 
requisite;  and  that  as  proper  pilots  might  be  had  at  Ning- 
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poo,  applkation  would  be  made  there  for  them.  This 
alarmed  the  Governor,  who  said>  that  by  going  to  Niog- 
poo>  tbe  Emperor  would  conclude  they  had  not  been 
properiy  treated  at  Chu^san,  and  that  in  consequence  he 
ghpuid  lose  his  situation,  pointing  to  a  red  button  in  his 
eap^  which  is  the  distind^ion  of  the  second  order  6{  magi- 
strate^.  To  avoid  this  disgrace  he,  therefore,  sent  imme- 
diate orders  for  all  such  persons  as  had  been  at  Tien^sing 
to  appear  befoie  him.  At  length  two  «were  found  who 
had  made  several  voyages  thither.  They  said  that  the 
navigation  of  the  Yellow  Sea  was  not  dangerous,  that  a 
,  bar  of  sand  lay  across  tiie  entrance  of  the  river  that  leads  to 
Tien-sing,  over  which  vessels  of  great  burden  could  not 
pass,  but  that  a  little  way  from  it  there  was  a  good  harbour 
for  large  ships  under  the  Island  of  Mi-atau, 

The  Governor  commanded  these  men  to  go  on  board 
the  Clarence  to  pilot  the  squadron  to  that  island,  or  as  near 
ro  Tien-sing  as  they  could  go.  It  happened  that  they 
had  left  off  the  sea,  and  diat  their  i^>artiire  would  injure 
their  private  concerns ;  they  therefore  prostrated  theoiselves 
before  the  Governor,  and  begged  him  to  excuse  them  from 
this  employment;  but  he  would  hearken  to  no  remon-* 
strance,  and  they  were  obliged  to  submit. 

The  Governor  afterwards  visited  the  Clarence,  pro- 
bably more  from  motives  of  curiosity  than  politeness.  He 
was  much  struck  with  the  height  of  the  masts,  the  rigging 
and  sails,  and  the  agility  of  die  seamen.  Some  Chinese 
vessels  have  a  canvas  topsail  above  the  mainsail,  which  is 
a  matting,  having  cross  pieces  of  bamboo  laid  parallel  to 
each  other,  up  which  the  sailors  climb  when  ^y  have 
occasion  to  go  aloft,  but  they  generally  manage  their  sails 
'on  deck. 

Wliilc  the  Clarence  lay  here,'  a  person  on  board  was 
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attacked  with  the  cholera  morbus,  from  eating  too  much 
acid  fruit.  As  there  were  no  medicines  on  board,  a  Chi« 
nese  physician  was  applied  to,  who,  without  making  any 
enquiries  respeding  the  cause  or  symptoms  of  the  com- 
plaint, applied  his  four  fingers  to^the  pulse  of  the  left  arm* 
then  raising  one  of  them,  he  still  pressed  with  die  other 
three,  then  with  two,  and  at  last  widi  one,  moving  hit 
hand  several  times  backwards  and  forwards  along  the  wrist, 
as  far  towards  the  elbow  as  the  pulse  could  be  felt.  ,  All 
this  while  he  sat  in  profound  silence,  as  though  he  con^ 
dered  each  disprder  to  be  distinguished  by  a  peculiar 
pulsation.  The  present  complaint,  he  said,  arose  from  tho 
stomach,  and  applied  some  medicines,  which  had  their 
effea. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  pilots  die  Clarence  sailed,  and 
coining  to  an  island  called  Sarah  Galley,  it  became  calm, 
aad  she  was  so  violently  whirled  about  by  an  eddy,  as  to 
be  near  striking  against  a  high  rock  ;  but  sl^e  received  no 
injury,  and  ancliored  the  same  night  off  Lowang.  The 
next  day  she  jolnod  the  Lion  at  her  anchorage.  In  her 
absence  presents  of  provisions  had  been  Wought  to  the 
JJon,  and  thd  Embassador  and  suite  solicited  to  come  oa 
shore,  wIhcIi  was  declined. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


PASSAGE  THROUGH  THE  YELLOW  SEA.     BNTRANCE  INTO 
THE  RIVER   LEADING  TO  TiEN-SlliQ. 

V 

The  squadron  had  now  sailed  farther  on  the  Chinese 
coast  than  any  European  navigators  of  whom  any  account 
has  been  published.  From  Chu-san,  the  sea,  for  about 
lO  degrees  of  latitude  and  6  of  longitude,  was  entirely 
unknown  to  foreigners. ,  Into  this  sea  falls  the  Whang-ho» 
or  the  Yellow  river,  which  conveys  such  immense  quan« 
titios  of  yellow  mud  to  the  ocean  as  to  give  it  that  appro- 
"  priate  appellation.  The  shores  of  the  Yellow  Sea  are 
China,  Tartary,  and  the  peninsula  of  Gorea. 

The  Chinese  pilots  were  of  great  service,  and  paid  par- 
ticular attention  to  all  the  manoeuvres  of  the  ships.  Each 
was  provided  with  a  small  compass,  but  they  had  nocharts^ 
nor 'any  instrument  to  ascertain  the  latitudes.  Some  of  the 
Chinese  navigators  engrave  a  sort  of  maps  of  their  voyages, 
with  the  most  eminent  headlands/ on  the  convex  part  of 
gourds  hollowed  out.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  Chinese 
have  differed  but  little  from  the  early  notion  that  the  earth 
is  a  flat  surface,  in  the  middle  of  which  their  own  empire 
is  situated. 

The  magnetic  needle  of  the  Chinese  compass  seldom 
is  ah  inch  in  length,  apd  is  not  a  lioe  in  thickness.  It  is 
very  nicely  poised,  and  moves  with  the  least  change  of  po- 
iiition  CO  the  east  or  west  of  the  box  in  ^hich  it  hangs, 
though^  in  reality,  the  very  nature  of  the  magnet,  and  ch^ 
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excellence  of  the  machine  that  contains  it,  lie  in  the  needle's 
being  void  of  all  motion,  or  in  its  pointing  always  to  die 
same  quarter,  with  \vhatever  rapidity  the  box  may  be 
whirled  about.     The  steadiness  in  the  Chinese  compass  t^ 
thus  accounted,  for  by  Mr.  Barrow :   "  A  thin  piece  of 
copper  is  fastened  round  the  centre  of  the  needle,  and  is 
rivetted  by  its  edges  to  the  top  part  of  a  little  hemispherical 
cup  of  the  same  metal,  turned  downwards.      Tim  cup 
receives  a  steel  pivot  ascending  from  a  cavity  made  in  a 
piece  of  light  wood  or  cork,  which  forms  the  compass* 
box.     The  surfaces  of  the  socket  and  pivot  designed  to 
meet  each  other  are  highly  polished,  to  prevent  fridion. 
The  cup  has  a  broad  margin  in  proportion,  which  not 
only  adds  to  its  weight,  but  has  a  tendency,  by  its  being 
placed  horizontally,  to  preserve  the  centre  of  gravity,  in 
every  situation  of  the  compass,  and  nearly  coincident  with 
the  centre  of  suspension.     The  cavity,  in  which  the  needle , 
hangs,  is  circular,  and  just  sufficient  to  hold  the  needle, 
cup,  and  pivot.     This  cavity  is  covered  with  thin  traiispa* 
rent  talc,  to  hinder  the  needle  from  being  afle£^ed  by  the 
outward  air.     The  Chinese  needle  is  si^perior  to  those  used 
by  us  in  respe£l  to  the  inclination  or  dip  to  thc^  horizon  ; 
which,  in  tlie  latter,  requires  that  one  end  should  be  lieavier 
than  the  other,  by  way  of  c6untera£ling  the  magnetic  at- 
IraSion.     As  this  varies  in  diifFerent  places,  the  needle  can 
be  only  accurate  in  that  for  which  it  was  at  first  made. 
£ut  in  short  and  light  needles,  suspended  like  those  of  the 
Chinese,  the  weight  beneath  the  suspending  point  is  more 
than  enough  to  overcome  the'  magnetic  power  of  the  dip 
in  every  part  of  the  globe,  consequently  those  sorts  of 
needles  will  always  keep  their  horizontal  position;''     On 
the  face  of  the  box^re  several  concentric  circles,  agreeable 
to  the  size  of  jtbe  compass- box^  which  is  usually  four 
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inches  in  diameter.  On  those  cinrles  are  inscribed  vaiiotii 
Chinese  charadlers.  Oq,  the  innermost  are  marked  eightt 
four  to  denote  tlie  cardinal  pdnts  of  the  heavens^  and  four 
die  intermediate  divisions.  These  eight  chara&ers  ftiso 
ligniff  eight  equal  portions  of  the  twenty  -four  hours.  They 
are  placed  so  as  nearly  to  mark  the  sun's  posittpn  at  those 
difierent  hours  of  the  day,  first  the  sun*ri$e,  the  charaAer 
^  of  \flHch  also  means  the  east  point.  The  first  compass 
made  in  Europe  had  a  similar  circle  of  eight  divisions. 

The  Chinese  compass  has  another  circle  of  twenty-fodr 
equal  parts,  each  of  which  has  a  chara<%er  to  note  at 
the  same  time  a  twenty-fourth  portion  of  the  hearens^ 
and  a  twenty*fourth  part  of  the  day.  Each  of  these  divi- 
sions also  signifies  fifteen  degrees  of  the  three  hnnidred 
and  sixty  into  which  all  celestial  circles  are  divided.  The 
rest  of  the  circles  contain  signs  of  the  cycle  of  sixty  years, 
^cording  to  the  Chinese  chronology,  and  charaders4iav« 
ing  reference  to  their  philosophical  and  mythological 
tenets. 

The  properties  of  the  magnet  have  been  ever  a  principal 
subjed  of  study  among  this  people.  They  have  a  theory 
thereon  totally  different  from  that  of  Europeans.  Each 
point  of  the  suspended  needle  evidently  preserves^  its  own 
polarity,  and  on  being  turned  round  each  will  return  to 
"**»  respeftive  pole;  the  power,  tfierefore,  by  which  the 
needle  is  attracted,  may  be  either  in  t>ne  or  both  the  polar 
points  of  the  globe. 

Europeans  have  always  thought  that  the  needle  has  its 
greatest  tendency  to  the  north ;  whereas  in  China,  it  is 
supposed  that  the  attra£ting  power  lies  in  the  south,  and 
'  they  therefore  call  the  compass  ting-nan-c/iingy  or  needle 
that  points  to  the  sopch,  and  a  mark  of  distin£bion  is  placed 
on  that  point,  as  in  outs  there  is  on  the  north. 
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The  Emperor  Cauag-shee,  who  was  a  very  observing 
and  jntelligciit  man,  writes  thus  <Jn  this  subjetft  :  "  I  have 
beafd  Europeans  a^rt  that  the  needle  obeys  the  hotth. 
Tlic  most  antient  of  our  records  say  that  it  turns  to  the 
south ;  but  as  neiAer  have  explained  the  capse,  I  see  no' 
reasbn  for  p.  eferring  one  to  the  otheo  But  I  am  convinced 
chat  the  antients  were  well  acquainted  wkh  the  operations 
and  mechanism  of  nature.  And  as  all'  aftion  becomes 
bnguidf  and  is  almost  suspended  towards  the  north,  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  magnetic  virtue  should  come  from 
thence.'* 

The  fabulous  Chinese  books* relate,  that  in  the*  resign  of 

Chin-nong,  a  rebel  called  Tchoo-zoo  discovered  a  method 

of  creating  tliick  fogs  and  total  darkness;  to  m:event  the 

'evil  eifedU  of  which,  the  Emperor  made  a  figure  standing 

on  a  chariot,  with  one  arm  always  stretched  forth,  and 

pointing  to  the  south,  by  which  his  soldiers  were  enabled 

CO  keep  in  a  proper  course  to  overtake  and  destroy  the  nrbel. 

The  knowledge  of  the  Chinese  respedtng  the  polarity 

of  the  magnet  is  merely  confined.to  rude  prafiice,  without 

that  improvement  which^r^ults  from  accurate  observation. 

The  ships  entered  the  Yellow  Sea  on  the  9th  of  July ; 

the    weather  was  foggy,  and  a  heavy  swell  set  from  the 

E.  S.  E.     When  in  six  fathoms  water  the  ships  drew  up  to 

the  surface  quantities  of  yellow  mud. 

July  loih,  two  islands  were  seen  bearing  N.  W.  by  W 
distant  eight  or  nine  Jeagtics,  called  by  the  pilots  Tchien- 
«an  and  Shoo-tong*yeng. 

July   I  ith,  at  five  in  ^the  morning,  two  more  islands 

appeared,  small  and  rocky,  at  the  distance  of  seven  pr 

eight  leagues  to  die  westward,  called  Pa-tcha  san  and  Tc- 

tchong.  .  s 

July  lath,  the  water  shoaled  suAlenly  from  thirty-six  to 
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ttventeen  fathoms.  Acconling  (o  che  pibitt  die  sqmdrqa 
was  theo  abreast  of  ibe  proviace  of  Kiang-nan  lo  fbft 
SDost  ^hallow  pans  swarms  of  the  dragon  fly  weiv  seen 
^ut  the  ships ;  *but  wliea  die  waler  deepened,  they  sud- 
^oly  disappeared.  Thq  fog  was  so  thick  that  the  guns 
^ere  fired  by  way  of  signals.  The  Hindostan,  however, 
parted  company,  and  soon  after  fell  ia  whh  three  laige 
Chioftse  junks.  The  pilots  asserted  that  the  chickeat  fogs 
came  with  the  S.  £.  winds,  and  usually  coatiaaed  for  fqur 
or  five  days  at  a  time. 

July  13th,  the  weather  as  before. 

The  next  day,  the  fog  dtspersiog  a  little,  several  land- 
Vinls  were  seen,  and  sea-weed  aiu)  bamboos  floating  along 
ttde.  Several  Chi^iese  vessels  ako  appeared-  Tlus  day 
came  in  sight  a  small  Earopcaa  brig,  which  proved  to  be 
cbe  Endeuvoyr,'  Captain  Pro<^or,  who  brought  wtih  him  a 
young  man  whp  could  converse  m  Spanish  and  Chinese, 
and  offered  his  services  as  interpreter  to  th^  embassy* 
7hc  Endeavour  had  been  employed  under  tlie  conunaod 
of  Captain  M^Cluer  in  making  discoveries  through  the 
.eastern  Archipelago,  in  the  Cliipese  seas.  £y  viaitii^  the 
^t]ew  Islands,  Captain  M*Cluer  was  so  enamoured  wiih  the 
spat  and  the  inhabitants,  that  he  resolved  to  setde  auioi^ 
the^n;  and  accordingly  gave  up  the  ve&sel  to  the  second  in 
command,  and  apologiated  in  a  handsome  leKer  tp  hie 
employi^rs  for  (the  step  he  had  taken.  He  was  welcomed 
with  great  pleasure  by  the  natives  of  the  Pelcw  Islands, 
who  coq:  erred  on  him  marks  of  honourable  distin^liofl, 
and  allotted  to  him  a  portion  of  land. 

The  Endeavour,  in  her  passage  from  Cbu-sao,  had 
sailed  close  to  the  Island  of  Tsung-ming,  opposite  to  tlie 
rivei  Kiang.  This  island  is  very  Ijw,  iinJ  seems  to  havq 
bi:en  compos.d  of  the  eartti  biought  dowqby  the  current 
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Hf  dn  river.  The  l^hd  appeanfd  to  gain  very  fast  on  the 
Ip^ater,  and  k  is  observable,  that  in  the  antient  map  in  th* 
iacai  palace  4it  Venice,  tio  atieh  ptlK:e  as  Tsung-ming  h 
to  be  seen,  though  the  Chu^iam  are  plainly  laid  down. 
NeUr  tO'Tsun^-nring,  and  along  the  coa^t,  Captain  Proc- 
IDT  fell  in  with  several  jank^^  having  Mandarines  on  board, 
eailiDg  about  by  the  Emperor's  Orders,  10  meet  and  wd« 
come  the  Embassaibr. 

J«ily  I5th>  the  Hindostan  perceived  a  small  cone-shaped 
island,  called  by  the  pilot  Ka>te-hoo  ;  and  the  day  foHow* 
!ng  appeared  the  promontory  of  Shan-tung,  and  an  island 
to  the  sduthward  of  it.  The  latitude  here  was  observed  to 
be  35  deg.  10  ti^in.  N.  and  longitude  122  deg.  40  min.  E. 
Xhc  Lion  steered  from^hence  N.  by  W.  by  the  compass, 
fill  she  came  into  the  latitude  of  36  deg.  lo  min.  N.  The 
water  theti  rapidly  shoale*  from '  forty  to  twelve  fathoms, 
wWch  excited  no  small  apprehension. 

The  l6Th.  the  island  which  the  Hindosian  saw  to  the 
N.  E.  appeared  from  the'  Lion  to  the  N.  W.  and  (he  next 
day  all  the  squadron  joined.  This  day  two  headlands 
^ere  seen,  to  which,  with  the  one  just  mentioned,  the  fol- 
lowing xames  were  given : 

N.  latitude.       E.  longitude. 
df^  MiMrteey.     3(^*8.  54  mia.  |  [f^  ^  ^^; 

Cape  Gower,  36 57 {  |** HI  g; 

SMwom'thkmi,     ,6 47 {IjjZZ?^. 

Within  Cape  Macartney  was  aa  ialei  where  lay  several 
scnall  vessels  at  anchor*  Near  (he  other  cape  a  reef  of  roeks ' 
runs  out  from  a  neck  of  lanJ.  A  snug  harbour  appeared 
wtthia  the  low  point,,  'm  which  was  a  large  town,  and 
several  vessels. 
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.  July  iSth,  the  squadron  passed  another  lai^  baifourf 
conraining  several  vessels.  1  he  northernmosc  eaareiBHy  of 
the  promontory  of  ^Shan-tung;  bearing. N«  by  .  W.  diaomt 
aboitt  eight  leagues,  appeared  in  the  form  of  an  oUate  cooe^ 
the  top  of  which  bore  a  resemblance  to  the  bonnet  of  a 
.  Mandarine.  Between  this  point  and  Cape  Macartney 
the  coast  is  bold,  jind  the  rnountains  appear  to  run  her  back 
into  the  country.  Along  the  shore  were  beautiful  vallics, 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivadouy  with  convenient  harbouis  for 
small  vessels* 

July  i3di,  the  squadron  steered  W.  byN.  but  in  the 
night  the  ships  were  obliged  to  Ue  to,  owing  to  a  heavy 
fog.  The  next  morning  the  weather  was  clear,  and  a 
rocky  island  appeared,  bearing  S.  E.  half  £.  at  the  distance 
only  of  two  miles.  The  squadron  now  stood  to  the  west- 
ward, in  a  parallel  to  the  coast,  at  the  distance  of  five  or 
six  miles.  From  the  island  just  mentioned,  the  fardiest  point 
of  land  seen  to  the  westward  is  a  cone-shaped  hill,  tenni* 
nating  in  an  irregular  chain  of  mountains,  distant  from  the 
ishtid  about  eight  leagues  W.  by  S, 

The  coast  is  partly  rocky  and  barren,  and  partly  a  level 
cultivated  ground.  On  doubling  the  conical  point,  another 
appeared,  having  a  hill  near  it,  with  a  knob  on  its  summit. 
Immense  numbers  of  people  were  seen  on  the  rising  grounds, 
attra6ted  by  the  novel  sight  of  European  ships*  After  pas- 
sing the  last  point  they  entered  a  deep  bay,  which  was  mis- 
taken for  the  One  me;itioned  by  the  pilots  as  fit  to  receive 
the  squadron ;  it  proved,  however,  to  be  the  bay  of«Kf-san- 
seu,  and  that  Mi-a^au  was  in  an  island  at  the  distance  of 
fifteen  leagues  more  to  the  westward. 

This  bay  is  spacious,  and  sheltered  from  every  wind  ex- 
cept from  E.  N.  E.  to  E.  S.  E.  Its  extern  from  E.  to  W. 
is  about  ten  miles,  aad  ^  luych  from  N.  to  %i    It  contains 
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twovharboun;  ohe^^^hind  a  higk  point,  called  Zen-a-tauj 
wherein  lay  several  vessels ;  the  other  behind  a  pr6je£fcing 
tongue  of  land  on  the  S^.E.  side  of  the  bay,  at  die  entrance 
of  a  river  called*  Y  a-raa^tao.  The  country  just  behind  th^ 
bay  looks  barren,  and  the  inhabitants  had  all  the  marks 
of  poverty.  The  ships  remained  a  wht)le  day  in  this  bay ; 
but  on. the  2 1 st»  being  provided  ^iih  new'pilots,  they  stood 
ont  between  Zeu»a-taD  point  and  a  gronpe  of  islands  ly- 
kig  N»  and  S.  A  little  to  the  westward  of  the  last  men- 
tioned point  was  a  bay,  into  which  several  vessels  were  en- 
tering^  and  upon  an  original  map  of  Ohina,  constructed 
by  the  Missionaries  in  the  last  century,  now  in  the  possession 
of  hitf  Majesty,  a  safe  and  commodious  harbour  is  laid  down 
in  this  place*' 

Through  the  whole  course  along  the  shore,  the  rising 
grounds  were  covered  with  €pe&atoi%;  Behind  the  coast 
ibc  hills  appeared  to  be  more  the  efledl  of  art  than  nature^ 
for  the  sides  w^re  rounded  off,  as  if  done  with  a  spade,  and 
01^  the  top  of  each  stood  a  heap  of  earth,  resen^hling  a 
barrow. 

On  passing  this  head-land,,  another  appeared,  due  west 
from  if,  and  at  the  distance  of  eight  miles.  -The  bay  be- 
tween is  called  Ten-cboo-foo  bay,  and  is  open  to  the  E. 
and  W.  but  is  sheltered  to  the  N.  by  groupcs  of  small  islands, 
among  which  were  two,  appearing  like  glass- houses,  rising 
from  the  sea. .  They  were  "probaUy  of  volcanic  origin« 
The  squadron  anchoied  in  this  bay,  in  seven  fathoms  water, 
about  two  or  three  miles  N.  E.  of  the  city  Ten-choo*foo ; 
bat  BB  the  ground  was- foul,  the  Clarence  was  dispatched  to 
examine  die  neighbouring  harbour  of  Mi*a*tau.  In  tiie 
mean  while  the  destination  and  arrival  of  the  squadron  were 
communicated  to  the  Governor  of  Tcn»choo^foo,  which, 
as  its  terminatipn  im^ies,  is  a  city  Of  tlie  first  ordor.  *  It 
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Kuod  on  a  rising  ground^  and  appeateJ  to  be  laige,  having 
m  fortified  waH  rboad  it. 

Thi$  bay  is  not  only  open  to  the  estttwatrd  and  west-' 
ward,  but  is  not  yevy  secure  from  the  northwaid.  The 
anchoring  ground  chiefly  consists  of  hard  sharp  rocks; 
and  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the  shore  a  dangerous  reef 
suns  off.  A  sort  of  bason,  ot  dock,  has  been  made  at 
Ten-choo<-foo,  for  the  accommodation  of  vessels  in  landing 
and  taking  in  their  Cargoes,  theenttaate  to  which  is  between 
two  piers,  and  the  width  from  thiny  to  forty  feec  On 
the  sea-coast  the  ground  is  richly  cultivated,  and  rises  gsntiy 
till  it  terminates  in  high  and  barred  mountains. 

The  passage  between  this  place  and  the  blands  of  Mi<a-» 
tau  is  called  the  Strait  of  Mi-a-tau*  In  this  strait  the  tiief 
rise  and  iall  about  seven  feet.  The  flood  runs  E.  towards 
the  sea,  from  ^heoee  it  naturally  ought  to  flow.  On  the 
contrary,  the  ebb,  which  is  properly  the  reflux  of  the  water 
intp  the  ocean,  is  here  driven  to  the  westward  itito  the  gvM 
of  Pckia*  This  phenomenon  proceeds  not  from  the  skua-» 
tion  of  the  Mi-a»tau  islands,  the  size  of  which  is  too  small 
to  imp^  the  progress^  or  alter  the  course  of  th<  tide.  By 
considering  the  northern  boundarks  of  the  Yellow  Sea^  an 
explanation  may  be  obtained.  A  strong  tide  setttrtg  irotn  thtt 
^whward«  between  the  eastern  point  of  Shan-tung  and  the 
peninsula  of  Corea,  connnues  its  ttorthtriy  smd  tfokaf 
Qourse  till  it  receiver  an  impediment  in  the  coast  of  Lea^ 
tung.  Hereby  it  is  forced  along  that  coast  to  the  west* 
Ward,  and  to  the  aforesaid  gidf,  where  if  passes  the  beacit 
in  a  curve  dire£kion,  agreeable  to  die  form  of  the  gulf,  tiV 
k  reaches  Ten*cboo-foa  with  suftcient  strength  to  conquer 
the  efforts  of  the  eddy  tide  that  seu  round  the  promomorf 
ofShan*tung. 

The  Governor  of  Ten-cboo-foo  sent  die  Embassador, 
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pn  his  arrlvsd,  a  present  of  fredi  provisions  and  ffuits,  and 
came  in  person  to  welcome  him.  One  .of  his  attendants 
having  occasion  to  speal^  to  him,  fell  on  his  knees,  and  com«> 
inunicaced  his  business*  to  the  no  amall  surprise  of  tlie  £ng«» 
lish  spe^tors.  The  Governor*  ia  his  interview  with  hia 
flxceVency,  behav^  with  great  politeness,  ease,  and  aiFabi^ 
lity ;  and  it  was  observed  that  the  charad^er  of  gravity  gc*v 
n^rally  attributed  tp  the  Chinese*  is  only  an  assumed  ap« 
piparance  in  the  presence  oftheir  inferiors. 

The  Embassador  was  invited  to  entertertainoientK  on  ^ 
shor«y  which*  however*  he  declined. 

His  Excellency*  sensible  of  die  nooessily  of  a  decorous 
behaviour  on  the  part  of  all  ^)o  composed  or  accompanie4 
the  Embassy^  on  entering  the  Yellow  Sea  ordered  a  paper 
to  be  read  to  die  crews  and  passengers  of  each  vessel* 
Among  other  tbibgs  it  isobaerved,  **  that  it  is  essential*  by 
a  condod  particularly  regular  and  circumspefl,  on  the 
part  of  those  who  belong  t6*  on  are  conneded  with  the  Em** 
bassy*  to  impress  the  Chinese  with  new,  more  just*  and  [ 
more  favourable  ideas  of  Ecaglishmen,  and  to  sliew,  even  to 
0ie  lowest  Officer  in  the  sea  or  land  service*  or  in  the  civil 
line,  that  they  arecapaUe  of  maintaining,  by.  example  and 
by  discipline,  due  order*  sobriety,  and  subordinatiou  among 
their  respedlive inferiors;  that  though  the  people  of  Chi* 
fUji  bave  not  the  sipallest  share  in  the  Government,  yet  ic  ia 
a  niaxim  invariably  pursued  by  iheir  superiofs*  to  suppoit 
d>e  meanest  Chinese  in  any  did^rence  .with  a  stranger* 
^a4  if  the  occasion  sboujd  happen*  to  avenge  his  blood ;  of 
which*  indeed*  there  had  been  a  fatal  instance  not  long 
since  at  Canton,  where  the  gunner  of  an  English  vessel* 
who  had  been  very  innocently  the  cause  of  the  death  of  a 
native  peasant,  was  executed  for  it*  notwiihstafftding  tlie  uU 
moat  united  efforts  of  ihe  several  European  fa£biies  at 
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Canton  to  save  him.  Peculiar  caulion  ind  mildness  musr 
consequently  be  observed  in  every  sort  of  intercoorsc,  or 
accidental  meeting,  with  any,  the  poorest  individual  of  the 
country."  It  is  then  particularly  recorhroended  to  the  se- 
veral Officers  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  these  regu- 
lations among  the'  men  under  their  respedlive  commands, 
and  ii;  is  pleasing  to  be  informed,  not  only  that  the  Embas- 
6a.dor,  at  the  end  of  his  mission,  report^  favourably  of  the 
eondu£t  of  his  attendants  ;  but  that  a  great  Mandarine,  who 
accompanied  the  Embassy  throughout,  declared,  that  an 
equal  number  of  Chinese,  sele&ed  froni  the  different  ranks 
of  societv,  would  not  have  coadiided  themselves  widi  such 
propriety. 

A  principal  obje£):  now  to  be  attended  to  was  a  conve- 
nient situation  for  the  squadron  during  the  Embassador's 
absence.  The  Clarence,  who  had  been  sent  to  examine  tbo 
harbour  of  Mi-a-tau,  reported  "  that  a  reef  of  rocks  a«<hc 
£.  end  of  the  island  Chan*san,  and  stretching  N.  £.  by 
N.  and  S.  W.  by  S.  two  miles,  formed  the  only  eastern  se- 
curity of  the  bay  of  Chan-san,  which  yras  also  sheltered 
from  south  winds  by  the  continent,  and  from  the  northern 
by  the  island  itself.'  It  was  entirely  open  to  the  westward, 
and  afforded  a  better  anchorage  than  Tcn-choo-foo,  but 
the  reef  was  dangerous.  This  island  was  about  three  milet 
long,  and  about  the  same  in  breadth  ;  jt  was  weU  cultivated, 
populous,  andpomqnercial. 

"  The  Island  of  Mi-a-tau  had  a  bay  safe  and  capacious 
enough  for  a  hundred  vessels  that  did  not  require  more  than 
three  tathoms  water.  •  It  was  populous  and  well-cultivated. 
■  Tlie  westernmost  of  these  islands  is  called  Kci-san ;  its  vaU 
lies  wc:e  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  with  several  viU 
lages ;  but  die  hills  were  barren.'*  - 
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No  permanent  sheitcr  being  to  be  cxpcacd  here,  the 
Jackall  WHS  sent  intd  the  gulph  of  Pekin,  of  'which  the 
strait  of  Mi*a-tau  is  the  eiitrance,  to  examine  the  mouth  df 
the  river,  which  ran  into  it  from  Tien-sing.  She  was  btit 
just  gone  when  another  pilot  was  recommended  as  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  gulf,  and  the  river  leading  to  Tieri- 
eiiig.  He  said  that  there  was  a  good  harboor  within  six 
miles  of  Pei-ho,  or  the  White  River,  whiih  comes  from 
Xieiirsifig^  with  water  for  ships  of  any  size,  and  to  confirm 
his  assertion  he  drew  a  sketch  of  it.  On  this  information 
it  was  determined  to  enter  at  once  into  the  gulf  of  Pekin. 

July  23d,  in  the  a^Jieiriooa,  the  squadron  made  sail,  having 
the  Mi-a-tau  islands  on  the  right.  To  the  westward  the 
coast  is  ^ac,  and  there  must  either  be  an  inlet  hereabouts^ 
or  a  k>w  island  on  the  coast,  as  several  masts  were  seen 
within  the  land. 

On  the  Lion's  return  a  reef  of  rocks  was  seen  stretching 
£.  by  S.  and  W.  by  N.  two  miles,  with  three  fathoms  and- 
si  half  water  on  the  shallowest  part. 

J«ly  24th,  at  three  in  the  morning,  the  water  shoaled  on 
a  «udde^  from  fourteen  to  nine  fathoms,  and  soon  to  six 
fathonM  and  ahaK.  The  Clarence  leading  a  head,  quickly  . 
after  fired  several  signals  of  danger ;  on  which  the  ships 
wore,  and  stood  to  the  £.  S.  £•  The  amge  on  tlie  rocks  ^ 
or  sands  was  plainly  heard.  At  six  in  the  morning  a  range 
of  low  sandy  islands  was  just-  discernible.  On  one  of  these 
«tatids  a  high  building  to  warn  ships,  in  the  night,  to  avoid 
tiie  sands  which  surround  the  islands. 

July  25th,  the  squadron  steered* westward  till  midnight, 
V^hen  the  Clarence  gave  signal  of  danger,  on  which  the 
•hips  hauled  their  wind  to  the  S.  E.  aild  came  into  ten 
fathoms  water  *,  after  standing  on  this  course  about  four 
spiles,  they  bore  away  W.  N.  W.  four  miles  more,  when 
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the  water  decreasing  o  six  la  horns  and  a  half,  they  came 
(o anchor.  Tie  foilowin;/  day  was  ati^nded  with  violeat 
rain ;  und  n  the  eveaing  came  on  an  extraordinary  thuiidcr- 
storm.  The  sky  was  spread  wiih  immense  sheets  ot  livid 
Ji^htningt  followed  by  constant  voliies  of  thui.dcr.  Yet  the 
sea  was  all  the  while  calm,  and  the  ships  roue  at  single 
anchor.  The  Jackall  soon  afterwards  appeared  from  the 
westward,  accompanied  by  numerous  Chinese  vessels.  1  he 
land  could  not  be  seen  from  (he  deck  of  the  Lion,  l^ut  the 
trees  and  buildiuj^s  were  clearly  perceived  A  long  beach 
of  sand  apieircd  from  the  masthead*  distant  about  four 
leagues.  The  Jackall,  which  had  been  sent  to  explore  the 
'  coast,  returned  with  a  nport  that  *'  the  river  Pci- ho,  which 
comes  from  Tien- sing,  lay  fifteen  miles  from  the  present 
anchorage ;  that  there  was  a  bar  at  tltr  entrance  of  ihe 
river,  on  which,  at  low  water,  there  was  no  more  tbaa 
three  or  four  feet ;  that  the  tides  rose  and  fell  there  six  or 
seven  feet,  and  that  the  time  of  high  water  at  fbll  and 
change  of  the  moon  was  about  half  after  three ;  that  aboqt 
six  miles  without  the  river  a  l)eacon  was  placed  on  the 
bar,  with  some  lesser  ones,  continued  in  a  line  to  the  shores 
as  marks  for  vessels  standing  into  the  river ;  that  a  coune 
of  W.  hy  N.  led  up  the  best  channel,  in  a  line  with  a  fort  on 
the  S.  W .  side  of  the  river's  mouth ;  that  the  city  and  port 
of  Tien-sing  were  about  thif  ty  or  forty  miles  by  land  fttxa 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  twice  as  far  by  water." 

Of  the  harbour  mentioned  by  the  pilot  no  sign  could  be 
/ound,  unless  there  might  be  some  shelter  behind  the  low 
sandy  islands  from  the  swelf  of  the  sea.  But  the  whole 
coast  surrounding  the  gulf  appeared  to  be  devoid  of  any 
secure  retreat  for  the  ships.  In  the  river  of  Tien  sing 
there  were  indeed  many  Chinese  vessels  of  three  and  few 
hmidred  tons,  but  they  ar«  built  widi  such  shallow  anj^ 
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•  Hat  bottomiy  and  such  light  upper  works,  that  several  of 
them  went  over  the  bar,  while  the  Jackal!/  of  about  one 
hundred  tons,  could  hardly  get  over»  she  being  built  for 
navigating  with  the  uncertain  winds  of  the  European 
seas,  and  so  drawing  twice  as  much  water  as  a  Chinese 
vessel  of  the  same  burden.  The  vessels  of  thitf  country 
seldom  sufier  the  inconvenience  of  falling  to  Inward 
with  a  side  wind,  as  they  usually  sail  with  the  mon- 
soon in  their  favour.  Their  sails  also  go  round  the  masts 
x^ith  such  ease  that  they  readily  turn  to  windward,  not widi- 
standing  the  little  hold  they  have  in  the  ^vater. 

Mr.  Hiittner,  the  foreigner  mentioned  in  the  second 
chapter,  who  went  in  the  Jackall,  *^  b^w,  on  entering  tlie 
liver,  numerous  junks  filled  with  people,  attra<^ed,  no  doubt, 
by  curiosity  to  see  an  European  vessel.  The  sailors  in 
those  which  were  rowed  with  oars  were  aniiAated  by  a 
melodious  song,  begun  by  the  man  at  the  helm,  and  an«* 
swered  by  the  rowers.  This  served  not  only  as  an  amuse- 
ment, but  to  give  steadiness  to  the  men,  and  a  regular 
motion  to  their  oars. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Jackall  a  Mandarine  came  on 
board  widi  several  attendants.     He  made  many  enquiries 
respeding  the  Embassador  and  the  presents  for  the  Em- 
peror.    He  was  very  anxious  to  obtain  a  full  informatiout 
and  repeated  and  varied  his  questions  several  times|  while 
an  attendant  was  busy  in  writing  down  the  minutes  of  the 
conference.    The  Mandarine  then  said,  that  the  Imperial 
orders  had  been  given  for  tlie  reception  and  accommodation 
of  the  embassy,  and  he  promised  to  furnish  every  thing  that 
might  be  wanted.    Particular  enquiries  were  made  respedk* 
Ing  the  sort  of  food  to  which  his  Excellency  and  suite  had 
been  accustomed,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  wished 
to  travel,  observing  that  the  Chineae  mode  of  travelling 
^vas  either  in  sedan  chairs,  or  in  two  wheeled  carriages  by 
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l»d»  or  10  boats  1>]r  water;  and  that  the  latter  was  usually 
preferred  where  pradicabfe.  Notice  was  also  taken  of 
the  merchandize  which  was  supposed  to  be  on  board  for 
sale  at  Pekity»  a^d  k  was  proposed  that  it  should  be  placed 
inone  of  the  four-Christian.  churches  in  that  city.  The 
Ghtoese  could  bardly  credit  the  assertion,  that  the  persons 
belonging  to  the  Embassy  were  not  merchadts,  and  (hat 
tfarre  was  little  besides  the  presents  on  board  the  vessels* 
Their  proposal  o£  turning  the  churches  into  diops  appear- 
ed equally  strange  to  Europeans,  but  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon in  China  than  to  convert  their  places  of  worship  to 
ahy  purpose  pf  public  utility.  The  building,  in  which  this 
cofiference  was. held  was  a  pagod,  and  among  the  people 
who  were  assembled  were  some  bonzes  who  belong!E:d 
to  ity  with  long  giey  beards  and  robes  of  rose  coloured 
silk. 

The  Mandarines  being  told  that  the  ships  could  nol 
cross  the  bar,  ordered  junks- to  bring  tbfs  presents  and  the 
pftssengers  on  shore.  A  buiiding  was  providsd  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Embassador,  who^  it  was  suppowdr 
would  remain  there  some  days  to  rest  himself  after  so  long 
a  voyage.  It  was  observed  that  be  need  not  be  in  great 
baste  to  repair  ft>  Court,  as  the  Emperor's  birth-day  was 
yet  at  a  distance/'  The  Jackall  was  soon  followed  by 
sisveral  Chinese  vessels,,  filled  with  live-stock  and  vegelablesy 
in  such  abundance  ttiat  the  ships  could  not  take  in  the 
whole,  and  therefore  a  part  was  obliged  to  be  sent  back. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  what  was  sent  at  one  time:  ao 
bullocks,  120  sheep,  120  hogs,  100  fowls,  100  dadcs, 
r6o  bags  of  flonr^  14  chests  of  bread,  160  ch^sitf  of 
common  rice,  10^' chests  of  red  rice^  lochests-of  white 
rice,  10  chests  of  tmaU  rice,  10  cheats  of  tea,  22  boxes 
of  dried  peaches,  22  boxes  of  preserved  fruit,  at  chests 
•f  plums  and  apples,  2a  boxes  of  Cdnu^  zz  box«s  of 
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Other  Tegetables,  40  baskets  of  cucumbers,  toco  squashes, 
40  bundles  of  lettuce,  20  measures  of  peas  in  pods,  1000 
water  fcnelons,  3000  musk  melons^,  with  a  few  jars  of  sweet 
"wine  aod  spirituous  liquors,  10  chests  of  candles,  and  3 
baskets  of  porcelain.  In  like  manner  were  provisions 
constqndy  supplied  afterwards,  and  the  hospitality  displayed 
to  the  squadron  all  along  the  coast,  particularly  here,  was 
what  is  rarely  experienced  by  stranger^;  except  in  the  ori- 
ental part  of  the  world.  Two  great  Mandarines,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Court,  one  of  the  milritary  and  the  other 
af  the  civil  rank,  accompanied  by  numerous  attendants, 
came  on  l)oard  rlie  Lion  to  pay  their  respeds  to  the  Em- 
bassador. This  was  the  first  time  of  their  being  on  salt 
water ;  nor  ]\^A  they  ever  before  seen  a  ship  of  such  a  con- 
struflion  or  magnitude.  ^ 

-  Being  anxious  to  pay  their  visit,  they  had  crossed  the  bar 
IB  a  sea  junk,  which  was  crowded,  dirty,  and  uncomfort- 
jihle.  On  entering  the  Lion,  dierefore,  they  were  the 
more  powerfully  strock  with  tlie  orderly  and  martial  ap-» 
pearance  which  she  exhibited,  and  with  the  siz«  and  elegance 
of  the^ great  cabin,  as  well  as  with  the  various  paru  of  the 
ship.  Afier  congratulating  the  Embassador  on  his  safe 
arrival,  they  informed  him  ihat  they  were  appointed  to  ac- 
company him  to  Court ;  and  that  it  was  the  express  order 
of  tlie  Emperor  to  make  his  journey  pleasant  to  him. 

The  civil  Mandaiine  was  distinguished  by  gravity,  though 
no  way  austere,  and  he  evinced  a  good  understanding,  re- 
served and , modest.     He  had  aSed  as  preceptor  to  some 

of  (he  Imperial  family  $  and  wore  the  distinflive  mark  of 
a  Uue  giob^  on  his  bonnet*    All  persons  in  authority,  from 

the  highest  to  the  lowest,  of  whom  there  are  nine  classes, 
^i^ear  small  globes  on  their  bonnets  of  different  colours, 
and  are  distinguished  by  particular  dresses.     This  Mau-- 
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darine  was  stiled  Ta'zAiny  or  great  man^  in  addition  to  hit 
family  name  of  Chow. 

Tlic  military  Mandarine  was  open,  bold,  and  bravei 
He  was  styled  Fan^ta-zhlriy  or  Van  the  great  man.  He 
wore  a  red  globe,  and  another  mark  of  ro\  al  favour,  which 
was  no  other  than  a  peacock's  feather  hanging  pendent 
from  the  bonnet.  He  had  been  a  great  warrior,  and  had 
received  several  wounds.  He  was  tall  and  of  an  athletic 
form  ;  and  on  account  of  his  strength  and  afiivity,  as  well 
as  his  other  martial  endowments,  he  was  held  in  high 
esteem.  Notwithstanding  his  prowess,  his  behaviour  was 
modest,  and  good  nature  was  evident  in  his  countenance. 
His  conversation  was  pleasant,  and  he  treated  bis  new 
friends  with  all  the  freedom  of  an  old  acquaintance. 

'Another  great  man  of  the  Tartar  race  had  been  also 
sent  as  the  chief  legate  by  the  Emperor ;  but  having  never 
been  on  the  sea  he  waited  to  receive  the  Embassador  on 
his  landing.  The  others  were  as  fearful  of  the  sea,  but 
they  considered  their  duty  beyond  their  own  convenience, 
and  afterwards  they  had  cause  to  rejoice  at  it. 

They  were  received  on  board  the  Lion  with  great  rc- 
spe<St.  I'he  intercourse  between  tlie  different  parties  soon 
grew  familiar.  There  was  a  mutual  desire  to  make  (hem- 
selves  understood,  and  gesture  often  assisted  words.  A  fie 
opportunity  now  presented  of  trying  the  skill  of  two  per- 
sons belonging  to  the  embassy,  who  had  been  studying  the 
Chinese  language  under  the  Missionaries  ever  since  tlidr 
leaving  Naples  together.  The  elder  of  these  persons  could 
hardly  understand  a  word  ^  of  what  was  spoken  by  the 
Mandarines,  and  his  pronunciation  was  as  unintelligible 
to  them ;  but  the  other,  who  was  only  a  youths  and  had 
taken  Iqss  pains,  proved  a  good  interpreter.  In  this  language 
many  words  of  quite  opposite  meaning  ditfer  only  in  ut« 
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terancCf  by  a  trifling  variation  of  accent  or  tone;  and  so 
near  do  Chinese  words  of  different  significations  approach 
to  each  other  in  sound,  that  the  natives  sometimes  in  con- 
.vcrsacion  are  under  the  necessity  pf  adding  to  the  principal 
words  the  nearest  synonyma  in  sense  to  make  out  tiie 
meaning.  This  rises  chiefly  from  the  Chinese  using  only 
nionosyllables,  which  Jiaving  few  combinations,  can  have 
but  little  distm£iion,  and  consequently  the  sounds  are  nearly 
alike.  It  was  ^sked  by  the  Mandarines  whether  the  letter 
for  the  £mperor  was  translated  into  Chinese ;  they  also 
begged  to  know  its  purport.  To  this  it  was  civilly  an* 
swered,  that  the  letter  and  translations  were  locked  up  in 
a  golden  box*  to  be  delivered  only  co  the  Emperor  him- 
self. 

Much  solicitude  was  expressed  respefling  the  presents, 
^  list  of  which,  was  demanded  in  form.  The  catalogue  of 
these,  which  was  drawn  up  in  the  oriental  style,  began 
with  observing,  that  "  the  King  of  Grear  Britain,  wiffing 
to  testify  his  high  esteem  and  veneration  for  bis  Iipperial 
Majesty  of  China,  by  sending  to  him  an  Embassador  from 
the  most  distinguished  chara&ers  of  his  dominions,  wished 
also  that  whatever  presents  he  should  send  might  be  worthy 
of  so  wise  and  judicious  a  monarch.  Neither  in  quantity 
nor  value  could  they  be  of  any  moment  before  the  Impe^ 
rial  throne ;  nor  would  it  be  becoming  to  present  trifles  - 
of  incre  curiosity  and  of  litde  utility.  His  Britannic  Ma« 
jesty  had,  therefore,  been  careful  to  cfause  sych  articles  as 
might  mark  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  in  Europe, 
aad  convey  some  information  to  the  exalted  mind  of  his 
Innperial  Majesty ;  or  such  articles  as  might  be  of  pradli* 
cal  uulity.  The  intention,  and  not  the  presents  them* 
Helves,  is  chiefly  valued  between  Sovereigns. 
'  The  following  is  a  description  of  some  of  the  articles  : 
f\  The  first.and  principal  coQsi^  of  several  pdus,  so  as 
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to  be  used  aeparatelf,  or  conneded  tdgetber,  to  represeitt  the 
tmiverce,  of  whidi  the  terrestrial  globe  is  but  a  simU  patt* 
This  is  the  greatest  ethrt  of  astronomical  f  cience  and  me- 
chanic skill  vntted,  that  was  ever  made  in  Europe.  It  ex-* 
presses  the  several  motions  of  the  earth,  also  the  irregularis 
ties  of  the  moon's  motion  and  of  the  sun,  with  its  sur- 
rounding planets,^  as  well  as  the  particular  system  of  the 
planet  Jupiter,  which  has  four  moons  moving  about  it,  and 
belts  on  its  surface;  and  also  of  the  plami  Saturn,  with  its 
ring  and  moons ;  together  with  the  eclipses,  conjundioos^ 
And  oppositions  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Anodier  part  diews 
<ke  month,  day,  hour,  and  minute,  on  inspedion.  This 
machine  is  as  simple  in  its  constru^on,  as  ft  i^  complicated 
and  wonderful  in  its  effects.  It  is  calculated  for  above  a 
thousand  yeaiis,  and  ^11  long  be  a  monument  of  the  respe& 
^  fSLtA  to  the  virtues  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  in  the  remotest 
countries  of  the  wtvld. 

**  With  this' machine  is  conne6):ed  another  fi?r  observing 
farther,  and  better  than  had  formerly  been  done,  distant  and 
gmall  bodies  in  the  heavens,  as  they  move  in  the  great 
expanse;  the  result  of  those  observations  prove  the  ex- 
siAness  with  which  those  motions  aredescritied  in  the  former 
machine.  These  are  made,  not  by  lookingdiredly  at  tbeoin* 
jed,  as  in  common  telescopes,  but  by  perceiving  sideways 
die  reflexion  of  it  on  mirrors,  by  a  method  invented  by  At 
great  philosopher  Newton,  atid  improved  by  the  astrono- 
mer Herschel.  And  as  astronomy  is  not  only  of  essentia) 
use  to  geography  and  navigation,  but  tends  to  raise  the  miiid> 
and  is  therefore  worthy  the  study  of  monarchs,  and  has  ac- 
cordingly been  encouraged  by  his  Imperial  Majesty,  an 
tneful  instrument  is  added,  to  explain  and  rocondtedie  real 
motion  of  the  earth  wttii  the  apparent  motion  of  the  san, 
and  other  luminaries. 

*<  Another  article  consists  of  a  globe,  representing  th^  fir-« 
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fiiSinvent»  ttw  ground  being  azure,  to  imitate  the  Slcy^  on 
Whfch  all  the  fixed  st^rs  are  placed  in  their  exa&  positions^ 

*' These  are  made  of  gold  and  silver^  in  difierent  tlms  and 
InagnitudeSy  according  to  the  proportional  size  of  which 
they  appear  when  sctta  from  the  earth;  with  silver  lihes 
for  the  different  divisions  which  distinguish  the  several  parttf 
of  the  firmament;   .       ' 

**  In  correspondence  to  this  globe  is  another  V«!presenting 
the  various  continents  of  the  earth,  with  the  seas  and  islands ; 
disdoguisliing  the  territories  of  the  difierent  sovereigns,  ca-^ 
pital  cities,  and  mountains.  It  is  made  with,  great  nicety, 
and  takes  in  all  the  discoveries  undertaken  by  order  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  with  the  routes  of  the  ships  employed pa 
those  expeditions! 

'  "  With  th^seareaiso  sent  instruments  for  ascertaining  time, 
with  all  the  irvprovements  of  modem  skill.  One  note^  the 
|>eridds  of  the  mov  and  full,  and  other  changes  of  the  moon ; 
the  other  points  out  the  state  of  the  aii*,  and  foretells  its  ap« 
preaching  changes. 

'  *^  A  machine  is  also  added  for  removing  air,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  several  curious  exp^rriments  in  thevacuttin» 
10  prove  its  effecb  on  animate  and  inanimate  bodies* 

'^There  is  likewise  a  machine  expressive  ofthediSerent 
methods  called  the  mechanical  powers,  which  aid  the  na« 
tural  strength  of  mkn  and  beast  i  with  contrivances  to  ex« 
em  plify  those  powers. 

**  There  are  seat,  moreover,  several  pieces  of  brass  ord-' 
nance  iised  in  war^  and  howitzer  mortars  to  annoy  a  place 
besieged.  These  were  thought .  interesting  to  so  powerful 
a  vi&oras  his  Imperial  Majesty.  In  addition  to  these  aie 
muskets,  pistols,  and  sword  blades,  which,  though  highly, 
ornamented,  are  mor^  valuable  for  their  useful  qualities. 

**  His  Briiannk  Majt^sty,  being  acknowledged  to  be  thci 
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£m  markitte  power  in  Europe,  has  sent  a  comf^leie  mfM 
of  the  largest  i>f  hia  ships  of  war,  mounting  one  hundretf 
tui  tat  guns,  and  shewing  everjr  part  of  such  a  stupendouf 
•trtidure. 

^*  Speciineds  .are  also  sent  of  the  best  artists'  work  in  Bri* 
lain,  from  the  clay  and  stoney  ^bstances  of  their  own  coun-- 
try;  among  which  are  ornamental  vases;  some  repre* 
aentii^  works  of  antiquity,  and  some  of  inodfem  fathioo. 
Many  of  these  owe  their  beauty  to  the  foree  of  common 
fire ;  but  a  more  powerful  d^ee  of  heat  is  coUe fied  from 
the  sun  by  an  instrument  which  is  herewith  setK^cqasiBdns 
principally^  of  two  transparent  bodies  of  glass,  one  of  a  pro-* 
digious  size,  and  wrought  by  art  into  such  a  form,  and  so 
placed  and  dire£led  as  to  soften  and  reduce  to  a  powder,  qt 
a  fluid,  the  hardest  stones  or  metals ;  even  the  substanct 
called  platina,  or  white  gold,  which  is  morr  difficult  of  fb- 
aion  tfian  any  of  the  imetals  hitherto  known.  The  chief 
parts  of  this  machine  being  as  brittle  in  their  componiion, 
asrit  is  powerful  and  instantaneous  in  its  qperattons,  are  so 
difficult  to  be  ^procured  in  perfeAion,  and.  so  liable  to  be 
broken  in  making,  as  seldom  to  be.  obtained  of  a  consider- 
able si29e :  and  one  of  d)e  ^eces  of  glass  now  sent  is  tb« 
largest  and  completest  ever  made  in  Europe. ' 

••  There  «re  also  sent  two  grand  lustres,  or  frames  of 
gkss  with  gold,  for  holding  li^us  to  ilhiminate  the  Royal 
apartments. 

•*  In  several  other  packages  are  numertmsproduftions'antf 
mamifadhites  of  Great  Britain.  In  this  rariety,  pfrobaWy, 
some  may  be  found  acceptable  for  their  utility,  or  in  the 
way  of  comparison  between  some  of  the  manufa£hires  of 
Cliina. 
"  To  these  are  added  various  natural  representa(fbn«  of  ci- 
ties, towns,  temples,  seats,  gardens,  castles,  bridges,  kke^ 
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vdcaaoes,  and  andquTties ;  also  of  battles,  dock-yardi, 
borse-racesj  bull-fighting,  and  other  carious  objeds  in  bis 
Britannic  Majesty's  domintons»  fnd  other  parts  of  Europe; 
and  also  portraits  of  eminent  persons,  particularly  of  thp 
Royal  Family  of  Great  Britain.'' 

This  description  was  not  only  rendered  into  the  languags 
of  the  Court,  bi^t  also  into  Latin,  that  the  Missioyoaries  at 
Pckin  mig^t  correct  any.  error  in  d»e  Chinese  traosb- 
latioxi. 

Proper  junks  were  (umished  to  carry  the  packages  Ovor 
the  bar,  wheo  it  was  necessary  to  re-ship  them  again  into 
vessels  fitted  for  river  navigation.  Others  were  supplied,  lo 
convey  the  persons  and  baggage  of  tbe  Embassy ;  his  Ex^ 
i;elleocy  having  chosen  this  method.of  Cfavelling  in  prefix 
jence  to  others. 

Each  of  the  sea  junks  was  aliovkt  two  hundred  tons.  The 
hold  is  divided  ipto  about  twelve  apartments,  by  partitions 
of  two-inch  planks,  the  seams  of  which  ace  caulked  with  a 
cement,  composed  of  Kmo  and  oil,  with  scrapings  of  bam^ 
boo.  This  composition  becomes  hard,  and  will  not  bun^ 
and  is  therefore  preferable  to  pitch,,  tar,  or  tallow.  This 
praiflide  of  dividing  tlie  bokls  is  of  great  advantage ;  for  k 
sometimes  happens  that  one  person  has  his  goods  safe  io 
one  part,  while  those  in  anqther  ar^  damaged  by  a  leak* 
A  ship  may  even  strike  and  not  sink ;  and  a  merchant,  who 
ex^ages  several  divi«sions,  if  one  proves  leaky,  may  receive 
the  les^  of  bis  goods  ss^fo. 

Whatever  obje£iion  might  be  started  against  the  adop* 
tion  of  this  plan  by  Earopean  traders,  on  the  score  of 
freight,  it  wouU  not  apply  to  ships  of  war,  which  are  not 
required  to  qarry^  heavy  cargoes. 

Each  junk  had  two  large  masts,  made  of  a  single  tree ; 
both  carrying  a  square  sail,  usually  of  split  bamboo,  but 
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.fomedmes  of  matting  made  of  straw  or  reeds.  Both  ends 
'of  die  junk  are  flat ;  dt  one  of  which  is  a  broad  mddery 
guided  by  ropes,  carried  from  it  along  each  quarter.  The 
compass  box  is  placed  in  a  small  bowl,  having  a  quantify  of 
sand  in  the  bottom,  with  perfumed  matches,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  offering  to  the  God  of  the  sea.  An 
altar  is  ereded  to  that  deity  in  a  small  cabin,  round  which 
are  (he  births  of  the  crew ;  each  supplied  with  a  mat  to 
lie  on,  and  a  bard  cushion  for  a  pilloytr.  The  crew  of  a 
]unk  sometimes  consist  of  forty  or  fifty  men.  They  ap- 
peared to  have  all  an  equal  authority  in  the  vessel,  and 
were  paid  in  shares,  according  to  t^e  profit  of  the  voyage. 
•The  stormy  season  was  now  coming  on.  It  was  designed 
by  the  India  Company,  that  on  the  Hindostan's  quitting 
the  service  of  the  Embassy,  she  should  go  to  Canton,  and 
take  in  a  cargo  for  Europe.  As,  however,  she  mijst  in 
her  route  thitber  pass  by  Chusan,  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  touch  there  with  a  view  of  procuring  a  cargo  on  better 
terms  thap  at  Canton,  if  leave  could  be  procured  for  that 
purpose.  Captain  Mackiitjtosh,  therefore,  was  allowed 
to  accompany  the  Embassador  to  Pekin,  to  solicit  this  pcr^ 
I  mission,  and  also  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  in  his 
journey  of  observiiig  the  mode  of  manufa<^ring  die  goods 
generally  brought  from  China.  It  was  also  expedient  to 
determine  bow  the  Lion  should  be  disposed  of  daring  the 
absence  of  the  Embassador.  Atter  mature  deliberation  his 
Excellency  wrote  to  Sir  Erasmus  Gower  to  the  following 
plkSt:  *^  That  as  it  was  impossible  for  theXion  toremati| 
puch  longer  where  she  was,  he  thought  it  proper  to  state 
the  manner  in  which  hp  considered  it  expedient  for  his 
Majesty's  service  that  he  should  be  employed,  while  his 
business  might  detain  him  at  Pekin ;  that  ii  would,  doobtr 
less,  be  necessary  for  her  to  proceed  to  the  nearest  harbonr 
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•  ti4ieresfie  tslght  be  ready  for  a  ^  voyage  to  some  of  the 
chief  kiands  in  the  Chinese  seas,  after  the  recovery  of  the 
aick ;   that  the  CommaiKler  would  therefore  probably  fix 
for  that  purpose  on.  the  bays  of  Ki-saa-seu,  or  Cfau-san, 
-where  there  were  small  isknds»  on  which  tents  might  be 
eredled  favourable  for  ailing  persons,  and  where,  by  the 
diredbion  of  the  neighbouring  Mandarines,  he  might  obtain 
all  sorts  of  retieshments.    He  knew  it  to  be  the  Comman- 
der's iotentbn  to  pay  for  all  articles  received.     But  it  was 
possible  that  the  Mandarines,  would  conceive  themselves 
i>ound  by  the  general  orders  of  the  Emperor  to  accept  no 
payment  for  such  supplies,  and  charge  theiii  to  <he  Irtipe* . 
iial  treasury,  and  perhaps  with  exa^eration ;  and  as  it 
was  of  importance  that  the  embassy  should  appear  of  as 
little  burthen  as  possible  to  the  Chinese,  he  trusted  that  thcs 
Commander  would  dired  that  nodiing  should  be  received 
on  board  but  what  was  for  the  general  account,  as  abso- 
4at)ely  necessary  for  tlie  ship's  use,  or  the  health  of  the 
4crew ;  and  that  nothing  be  allowed  to  come  on  board  as 
ipfresents  to  individuals.     His  Excellency  understood  that 
die  crew  vfaad  as  yet  felt  little  or  nothing  of  the  ^corvy, 
.^hich  might  be  occasioned  by  the  frequent  opportunities 
^hey  had  to  breathe  the  land  air  at  the  several  places  where 
they  stopped,  to  the  fresh  provisions  which  were  so  libe- 
4tilly  supplied  by  thjs  Commander,  as  well  as  to  his  care  in 
maintaining  cleanliness  among  them,  and  in  expelling  all 
ibul  air  from  the  ship. 

While  the  ship  should  be  preparing  for  sea,  the  Embas- 
iUMlor  wished  for  his  company  with  him  t6  Pekiu,  where, 
if  during  his'stay,  any  opportunity  shouM  offer  of  an  au- 
tflience  of  the  Emperor,  and  his  Imperial  Majesty  should 
aak  any  questions  respeding  the  British  navy,  he  could  give 
ilie  mosf,  complete  satisfa^ion.    One  of  the  brigs  might 
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remAin  la  the  river  of  Pd-ho  to  convey  him  tothe  Lion; 
after  whicb)  ic  was  the  Embassador's  wish  that  he  abouU 
leave  the  coast  of  China  till  May  following,  proceedi^  in 
Che  interim  to  the  por^  of  Jeddo,  on  the  south  coast  of 
Japan»  where  he  would  deliver  to  the  Cubo,  or  Dempora! 
Sovereign  of  the  country t  his  Excellency's  letter.     The 
Embassador  had^littl€  occasion  to  point  out  the  piincipal 
obje£U  of  notice  either  in  the  passage  ortbere.     He  oould 
soon  be  able  to  ju^  whether  the  Japanese  entertain  now 
that  aversion  to  foreigners  which  had  been  formerly  ami* 
buted  to  them*  .  He*  might  also  be  «able  to  find  out  how 
jbir  their  wants  ot  fancies  might  incline  them  to  purchase 
Bcitish  mantt&dores,  and  whether  they  had  any  goods  or 
raw  tnaterials  that  might  be  exported  with  advantage  from 
thence  for  Great  Britain.    At  that  moment*  indeed*  there 
was  a  great  impediment  to  any  particular  imercourse  with 
the  Court  of  Japan,  as  hitherto  no  interpreter  could  be 
found.;  but  for  the  present  purpose  it  would  he  sufficient  to 
have  two  iiersons  wtio  understood  the  Malay  and  the 
Chiqese.    With  respe£k  to  the   first,  the  oadve  Malay 
sailor,  now  on  board  the  Lion,  who  spoke  some  Englishi 
and  the  English  sailor  who  spoke  the  Malay  language^ 
might  be  serviceable;  and  as  to  theJast^  his  Excellency  wouM 
^ive  up  a  servant  obtained  from  a  Missionary^at  Mkcao^ 
who  understood  both  that  language,  and  the  PortugueasOi 
These  persons  might,  enable  the  Commander  to  folfil  these 
obje6lsat  Jeddo  and  at  other  places  to  die  southward.     On 
his  receiving  an  answer  from  the  Sovereign  of  Japan,  or  if 
after  a  fortnight's  stay  at  Jeddo,  he  should  find  that  no 
reply  was  likely  to  be  had,  he  was  to  go  tp  Manilla,  and 
present  a  letter  from  his  Excelleticy  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Philippine  Islands.     The  harbour  of  Cavica,  at  Manilla, 
was  said  to  be  perfe^y  safe  for  the  largest  ships  at  all 
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tffnes.  7  Provistont  were  ploitiftd  and  reaooittble.  The 
Lion,  thereforet  should  continue  there  till  it  waflpradicable 
to  sail  to  the  toudiward,  which  would  probabW  be  about 
November.  During  his  stay  there,  information  might  be  . 
Obtained  of  the  sUce  of  the  country,  of  its  trade,  and  the 
charade  of  the  people.  Perhaps  sA  Manilla  persons 
mig^  be  found  who  had  been  at  Japan,  and  knew  the 
language  of  that  country.  Such  an  one  conversant  also  in 
any  of  the  European  languages,  or  in  the  Chinese  or 
Malay,  wopld  be  a  desirable  acquisition,  for  wliich  no  rea- 
sonable compensation  would  b^  refosed. 

In  going  to  the  southward  the  Commander  would  en- 
deavour to  visit  the  Island  of  Lalutaya,  which,  in  the  MS. 
of  a  good  navigator,  was  said  to  have  a  convenient  har- 
bour, and  to  possess  other  advantages.  It  was  laid  down 
in  about  lO  deg.  50.  min.  N,  latitude,  and  distant  about 
to  leagues  £•  of  the  island  of  Palawan.  And  the  adja- 
cent island  of  Cuyo  was  stated  to  abound  in  provisions. 
"  From  hence  the  Embassador  recommended  him  to  go 
to  Magindanao,  or  Mindanao,  which,  though  sometimes 
reckoned  among  the  Philippines,  is  principally  independent 
•f  Spain,  and  generally  opposite  thereto. 

The  Suban  thereof  had  formerly  professed  himself 
friendly  to  the  English,  and  bad  made  them  a  grant  of 
die  Island  of  Bonwoot,  near  the  chief  port  of  Magindanao* 
To  didt  Prince  the  Commander  was  to  deliver  a  letter ; 
and  a[6er  requesting  a  speedy  answer  he  was  to  go  to  Boii« 
tvxxit. 

His  stay  at  Magindanao  need  be  but  short,  and  therefore 
he  wovld  endeavour  tq  improve  the  time  by  procuring  the 
best  information.  There  he  would  be  enabled  to  judge 
the  prafticability  and  safety  of  prosecuting  his  voyage  to 
Gilolo,  which  must  yield  matter  of  useful  knowledge  and 
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observation*  As  it  was  doubtful  whether  b^  cobU  go  9& 
far,  or  what  sdrt  of  disposition  the  Sovereign  might  have 
Cowanls  the  English,,  no  letter  was  addressed  there,  thotigh 
the  Embassador  had  general  powers  to  treat  with  the 
Princes  in  the  Chinese  seas ;  but  if  the  Comniandcr  thouU 
reach  Gilolo,  and  find  things  there  favourable  to  the 
English,  he  was. to  signify  his  Excellency's  incchtion  of 
coming  thither,  ajid  settling  a  connexion  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  Lion  was  to  go  cither  from  Gilolo,  or  direAly 
from  Magindanao  to  that  part  of  the  large  island  of 
Celebes  which  does  not  belong  to  the  Dutch.  TherCrhia 
former  ekpericncc  would  give  him  great  advantage  rospecl*. 
ing  the  navigation  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  roanoert 
of  the  people.  With  regard  to  this  part,  the  same  advice 
was  necessary  as  had  been  given  in  relation  to  Gilolof 
which  also  had  respefl:  to  Borneo,  where  it  was  hoped  tiio 
Lion  would  likewise  stop,  either  at  Bangar,  Sixrcedana,  or 
at  the  capital,  also,  named  Borneo.  In  the  first  of  these 
the  English  once  ha,d  a  fa£bory,  and  in  the  capital  it  .was 
supposed  there  still  remained  some  British  subject  k 
was  particularly  desirable  to  spread  the  use  of  British  ma^^ 
aufadiures. throughout  Asia,  and  to  procure  in  return  what 
might  be  valuable  in  Europe,  and  this  seemed  tabe  eqie« 
cially  the  c^$e  with  relation  to  Borneo.  The  time  taken 
up  fn  visiting  such  a  nuqiber  of  places  woidd  probably 
reach  to  the  vernal  equinox ;  when  the  Commander  would 
direflly  proceed  to  Macao,  where  the  Emba^ador  woulc) 
expert  him  early  in  May.  .  As  every  ohjeSt  of  utility  was 
to  be  pursued,  the  Embassador  considered  that  a  better  trial 
might  be  made  to  get  iiKo  Pulo  Ltngen,  if  it  should  fall  m 
the  ship's  way  on  her  return.  And  the  same  motives^ 
would  have  incUned  him  to  point  out  the  eastern  pare  of 
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Foitnotay  (stated  to  be  independent  of  Chin?)  the  lesser 
islands  tp  the  eastward  of  that  placq,  and  the-Leoo-kebo  • 
islands  south  of  Corea,  were  he  not  apprehensive  of  its 
breaking  in  upon  the  more  important  points ''of  the  under- 
takings yet  it  would  afFord  him  pleasure  if  information 
could  be  had  re8pe£ting  those  places.** 

His  Excellency  concluded  with  remarking,  that  <'  he 
had  fully  signified  his  wishes  respecting  the  principal  points 
to  be  attained,  and  had  guarded  chem  with  but  few  cautions, 
.  as  he  was  fully  confident  of  the  prudence  and  skill  of  him 
to  whom  they  were  addressed.  He  might,  unexpedlcdly, 
be  under  the  necessity  of  deviating  from  the  course  and  in- 
strudlions  thus  laid  down ;  but  he  was  sensible  that  he 
should  have  full  reason  to  •  approve  the  conduct  of  the 
Commander^  and  doubted  not  that  he  would  employ  his 
time  usefully  in  the  public  service." 

The  Commander  himself  signified,  that  "he  had  no 
doubt,  when  liis  people  were  recovered,  but  that  he  should 
be  able  to  visit  the  above-mentioned  places ;  that  he  would 
cause  the  bay  of  Ki-san  seO  to  be  surveyed,  and  if  it  should 
promise  security  fvr  ths  ship  he  would  scop  there  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sick,  and  if  not,  it  WoulU  be  expedient  to  go 
to  Chu-san ;  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  letter 
from  the  Government  fo^  those  places  to  furnish  him  with 
provisions  and  a  building  for  the  reception  of  the  sick,  or  a 
spot  of  ground  for  the  erection  of  tents ;  and  that  the  at- 
tention incumbent  on  him  to  pay  to  his  people  obliged  him 
to  decline  going  to  Cqurt." 

The  letter  here  wished  for  by  Sir  Erasmus  was  promised,  , 
on  (he  part  of  the  l^landarines,  to  be  obtained  of  the  Vice- 
roy  of  (he  province/    The  Embassador  and  his  suite  pre« 
pared  to  quit  the  ships.     His  Excellency  left  the  Lign  with 
ilU  the  marks  of  honour  due  to  the  dignity  of  his  charafter^ 
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and  necessary  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  Chinese  widi  a 

4cnse  of  his  impoitance. 

The  embarkation  took  place,  August  5di,  1793,  when 
the  Embassy  proceeded  for  the  river  of  Pci-ho,  on  board 
the  Clarence,  Eo^leavour,  and  Jagkall,  accompanied  by 
several  junks,  By  the  advantage. of  a  fair  wind,  and 
spring- tide,  the  bar  was  crossed  in  a  few  hours.  The 
coast  is  so  flat  as  hardly  to  be  seen.  The  water  is  muddy 
within  the  bar,  but  outside  it  is  green  and  clear.  This  bar 
consisted  of  several  banks  of  sand,  over  which  the  Clarence 
and  Jackall  could  not  go  but  at  high-water.  Within-sidc 
the  water  deepened  to  three  or  four  fathoms.  On  the  sou- 
thern side  lay  the  village  of  Tung-coo,  jiaviog  a  military 
post.  The  land  here  was  low  and  swampy,  and  greatly 
covered  with  the  reed  called  arundo-phragmites,  usually  seen 
in  inundated  grounds.  •  The  passage  was  slow  in  this  p-»rt 
of  the  liver  i  and  often  (he  vessels  were  obliged  to  be  tracked 
by  numbers  of  Chinese  peasants.  They  soon  resKrhed  a 
village  called  See-coo,  and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Ta-coo.  1  he  last  syllable  of  these  appellations  intimate 
their  nearness  to  thevmouth  of  the  river,  as  the  difierent  ini- 
tiating ones  do  that  the  first  is  to  the  east,  the  second  to 
the  west,  and  that  the  last  is  of  some  magnitude.  A  great 
number  of  the  houses  were  mere  huts,  having  walls  of  mud 
and  roofs  of  iha.ch.  Some,  indeed,  were  large,  high,  and 
painted,  but  there  were  few  that  sciemcd  to  he  the  dwellings 
of  people  in  the  middle  ranks  of  lif^^.  Many  women  ap- 
peared who  were  alert,  as  if  iheir  feet  bad  not  been  cramped, 

•  and  it  is  said  that  this  pra£^ice  is  not  so  frequent  now  among 
the  lower  classes  in  <he  northern  provinces.  Their  hair, 
which  is  black  and  strong,  is  braided  and  fastened  wi(h  a 
bodkin  on  the  top  of  the  heaJ.  The  children  were  gene- 
rally naked.  The  men  appeared  to  be  mostly  of  a  hardy, 
muscular,  and  good  make, 
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CHAPTER  XL 


PROOnBSS  ALONG    THE    PEI-HO    RIVER   TJD    PEKIN,   AND 
DEPARTURE    OF   THE    SHIPS. 

AT  Ta- coo  was  found  a  great  number  of  covered  barges 
and  boats,  adapted  to  pass  over  the  shallows  of  this  river, 
and  to  convey  the  Embassy,  as  far  as  it  was  was  navigable^ 
to  Pekin.  The  yacht  prepared  for  the  Embassador  re- 
sembled, in  sqtne  respe£ls,  tJie  boats  on  the  English  and 
Dutch  canals  ;  but  was  more  spacious,  and  bad  more  con- 
veniencics.  The  Embassador's  apartments  consisted  of  au 
anti-chamber,  a  saloon,  a  bed  chamber,  and  a  closet.  In 
the  saloon  was  a  Mandarine's  scat  of  authority.  Outside 
the  vessel,  from  head  to  stern,  was  a  gang-way  for  the 
crew  and  servants  to  pass  without  going  through  the  rooms. 
On  these  the  seamen  stood,  and  forced  occasionally  the  ves- 
sel forward  by  poles.  Tlierc  w  )s  a  small  cabin  allotted  to 
them  T^i  the  stern,  in  which  matches  were  kept  constantly 
burnitig  round  an  idol  on  an  altar.  Boats  with  provisions 
and  domestics  attended  the  yacht,  by  which  means  there  was 
no  occasion  to  go  on  shore  jfor  any  thing. 

Sixteen  yachts,  larger  than  that  of  the  Embassador,  con- 
joined his  suite.  Several  were  eighty  feet  in  length,  and 
very  spacious;  yet  their  construftion  and  materials  were  • 
such  that  (hey  did  not  draw  above  eighteen  inches  of  water. 
The  cabins  were  high  aftd  airy.  Over  them  were  bii^ns 
for  the  seamen,  and  below  were  convenient  lockers. 

The  Embassador's  yacht  was  distinguished  from  the  rest 
by  glass  windows;  while  those  of  the  others  v/ere  of  paper. 
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made  principally  in  Corea,  in  the  composition  of  which  aa 
un£l:uous  matter  is  used  to  resist  the  weather.  From  thk 
distinftion  it  appeared  that  glass  was  not  plentiful  in  China. 

Though  a  great  numberof  soldiers  were  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  Embassador,  yet  a  few  only  could  be  received  on 
board  the  vessels.  Whenever  any  person  belonging  to  thq 
Embassy  went  on  shore  he  was  always  attended  by  a  sol- 
dier. In  addition  to  these  yachts  there  was  a  like  number 
of  boats'  to  convey  the  presents  and  baggage.  Great  care 
was  necessary  to  be  observed,  in  the  transhipping  of  the 
packages  containing,  so  many  valuable  articles.  This  care 
was  committed  to  one  person  throughout;  and  though  the 
people  could  be  employed  but  upon  onp  junk  at  a  time,  yet 
the  whole,  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred  packages,  were 
conveyed  on  board  the  boats,  without  any  damage,  in  two 
or  three  days. 

During  this  operation  the  civil  and  military  Maodarioes 
often  visited  the  Embassador,  to  receive  his  commands  in 
any  thing  for  which  he  might  have  occasion. 

Mandarines,  of  an  inferior  order,  went  about  among  the 
other  vessels,  to  see  that  they  were  supplied  with  proper  ne* 
cessaries,  in  boats  called  ^an-pans,  which  were  decked  and 
flat-bottomed.  There  was  a  separate  table  for  the  gentle- 
men in  every  yacht,  well  furnished- with  all  4he  luxuries  of 
the  country.  The  Chinese  way  of  cooking  their  meat  t& 
by  cutting  it  into  small  pieces,  and  stewing  it  with  T^etaUes 
well  seasoned.  Beef  and  pork  were  in  the  greatest  plenty  ; 
fowls  were  also  common.  Among  the  principal  delicaciGB 
were  the  swalbw's  nest,  mentioned  in  a  former  part  of  the 
lyork,  and  the  fins  of  the  /ihark;  but  both  need  strong  spioes 
to  r^der  them  palatable.  To  accommodate  the  English, 
whole  pigs,  geese^  and  turkies  were  dressed,  but  very  indif- 
ferently. 
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Baked  bread  was  as  uncommon  as  roast  meat.  Boiled 
rice,  or  other  grain«  was  universally  used  instead  of  it.  The 
first  swells  gready  in  boiling.  Wheat  grows  in  many  parts 
.of  China»  and  a  fine  flour  is  produced  from  the  sort  called 
buck-wheat,  which  the  Chinese  make  intp  cakes.  They 
have  a  peculiar  method  of  hardening  these,  by  placing  them 
on  a  frame  of  lattice  work,  closed  in  every  part  except  the 
bottom.  It  is  then  set  over  a  vessel  of  boiling  water,  the 
steam  of  which,  passing  through  the  lattice  work,  gives  the 
cakes  a  thin  crust.  When  sliced  and  toasted,  they  are  good 
substitutes  for  hard  baked  1)read.  Some  of  them  are  mixecL 
with  aromatic  seeds.  .  Jars  of  a  yellow  vinous  liquor  and 
of  a  distilled  spirit  were  sent  to  each  yacht.  The  first  was 
in  general  muddy,  bad  tasted,  and  soon  became  sour;  but 
the  other  was  both  strong  and  clear.  In  the  north  it  was 
mosriy  distilled  from  millet,  but  in  the  south  from  rice. 
Some  of  it  was  above  the  common  standard-proof  for  ar- 
dent spirit.  The  Chinese  call  it  show^chooj  or  hot  wine. 
Plenty  of  the  common  fruits  of  Rurope-wcre  also  sent,  and 
among  the  rest  peaches  from  Pekin,  as  being  the  finest  in 
China.  Abundance  of  green  and  bohea  tea  was  also  fur* 
nished,  but  it  was  frequently  so  fresh,  that  it  was  common 
to  hear  a  desire  signified  for  London  tea*  Sugar-candy  and 
brown  9ugar  were  also  plentifully  supplied  The  cakes  of 
sugar  crystallized  in  Cochin-China  were  little  known  in 
this  country ;  nor  was  any  loaf  sugar  seen. 

All  sorts  of  necessaries  wpre  liberally  allowed  to  every 
person  in  the  Embassador's  frain. 

AH  the  expence  incurred  in  the  magnificent  treatment  of 
the  embassy  was  borne  by  the  Emperor,  on  the  lofty  prin- 
ciple that  it  would  be  inhospitable  to  permit  such  an  11^ 
lustrious  visitor  to  be  at  the  slightest  charge,  cither  for  him- 
self or  his  attendants^  during  h\%  stay.     One  j^ntleiTutn, 
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who  wanted  to  buy  some  articles  of  dress,  was  instantly 
iupplied  ;  but  the  Mandarine  who  purchased  them  for  hicB 
said,  that  he  did  not  dare  to  receive  any  money  for  them, 
but  must  charge  them  to  the  Emperor's  account.  The 
Imperial  authoiity,  which  is  held  sacred,  is  delegated  in 
some  cases  to  the  great  Mandarines,  as  appeared  in  die 
dismissal  of  an  infeiior  oflScer  that  attended  the  embassy, 
for  some  small  ofFence. 

During  the  stay  at  Tacoo,  visits  were  exchanged  be- 
tween the  Embassador  and  the  Viceroy  of  the  province, 
who  came  irom  Pao-ting-foo,  at  the  command  of  the 
Emperor,  though  it  is  distant  a  hundred  miles,  to  welcome 
his.  Excellency,  and  to  ofier  him  his  services.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  most  elevated  rank  that  bad  yet  been  seen  in- 
China.  Though  he  was  very  feeble  by  age,  yet  he  was 
.  as  dig-nified  as  venerable.  He  received  the  Embassador 
with  the  most  courteous^  politeness ;  totally  free  from  ail 
form  and  ceremony.  No  tedious  pun£iilios '  were  nsed 
in  serving  up  tea,  according  to  the  accounts  of  otlier  Eu- 
ropeans, nor  was  there  any  ihing  particularly  observable, 
except  that  the  tea  was  infused  separately  in  every  cup, 
which  was  covered,  and  placed  on  oblong  saucers,  nor  had 
the  tea  any  cream  or  sugar. 

The  Viceroy  took  up  his  residence  in  the  chief* temple, 
which  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  God  of  the  sea, 
called  Toong-hal-vaung^  or  king  of  the  eastern  sea.  Se\'eral 
figures  in  edifices  of  porcelain  represented  him  seated  on 
the  waves,  and  instead  of  a  trident  he  holds  a  magnet  in 
one  hand  and  a  dolphin  in  the  other.  His  hair  is  agitated, 
and  his  beard  waves  irregularly,  well  suited  to  the  troublous 
element  over  which  he  presides.  His  liolding  the  magnet 
plainly'indicates  the  antiquity  of  the  knowledge  of  its  pn>- 
parties  an?ong  the  Chif>C5e.     Some  have  conjefkured,  ia- 
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deed,  diat  the  tvident  in  the  band  of  Neptune  is  ;aa  emblem 
of  the  magnetic  virtue,  and,  therefore,  conclude  that  it  was 
known  much  earlier  even  in  Europe  than  it  is  generally 
allowed  to  be. 

A  little  way  from  this  temple  was  the  hall  of  audience, 
situated  in  the  middle  of  a  large  court.  Tlie  ascent  to  thp 
buildihg  was  by  a  broad,  flight  of  steps  ;  and  the  strudJure 
Itself  was  of  an  hexagon  form,  •  the  rOof  of  which  was 
supported  by  pillars,  whose  diameter  was  dispropoi  cionate 
to  the  length  of  the  shafts.  These  were  of  varnished  wood. 
The  building  was  open  on  every  side,  which  indicated  the 
mildness  of  the  climate.  Six  magistrates  sat  on  benches 
covered  with  red  cotton,  and  satin  cushions.  Around 
were  numerous  attendants  and  speftators. 

After  the  Embassador's  return^  the  Viceroy  sent  on  • 
board  an  elegant  entertainment,  and  three  dinners  besides, 
consisting  of  twenty-four  dishes  each,  for  the  three  gentle- 
men who  had  attended  him  on  his  visit.  It  is  seldom  that 
above  four  persons  sit  at  the  same  table  in  China ;  but  at 
an  entertainment  several ,  tables  are  laid  out  in  the  same 
room. 

In  the  course  of  his- stay  here,  his  Excellency  was  vi- 
sited by  the  principal  neighbouHng  Mandarines,  who  were 
observed  not  to  have  as  much  national  peculiarities  or  pre- 
judices as  •  distinguished  the  ordinary  classes.  The  Chi- 
nese, who  are  excessively  fearful  in  the  presence  of  their 
magistrates,  are  (.thcrwise  cheerful  and  confident.  A  strik- 
ing instance  of  the  great  distindlion  between  ranks  in  this 
country  was  noticed  in  the  behaviour  of  the  young  man 
wiio  came  in  the  Endeavour,  to  ad'  as  an  ioteVprctcr. 
VVhenever  he  stood  before  t!ie  Maridarines  to  interpret  to 
thfem,  he  was  seized  wich  such,  a  panic,  that  he  rarely  per- 
formed his  part  wpll,   and  always  turned  the  familiar 
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language  of  conversation  into  the  most  servile  address*  which 
die  Chinese,  of  the  inferior  order,  use  to  the  superior.  His 
fipara,  indeed*  increased  so  fast  upoA  him,  that  be  reaoived 
to  relinquish  the  advantageous  employment  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  and  return  at  once  to  Canton. 

On  the  9th  of  August  the  embassy  proceeded  pa  dieir 
river  voyage,  accompanied  by  several  other  vessds,  in 
which  were  various  Mandarines  and  other  Chinese,  ap-* 
pointed  to  attend  the  Emb^issador.  The  Chinese  mcdiod 
of  making  signals  is  by  striking  with  wooden  hammers  on 
round  plates,  made  of  a  mixture  of  copper,  tin,  or  zinc,  the 
noise  of  which  may  be  hedrd  a  great  way.  This  instm-* 
ment  is  called  by  the  Chinese  /04,  and  by  the  Europeans 
gong^  and  is  mostly  used  on  the  water.  On .  land,  signala 
are  made  by  striking  two  pieces  of  wood  against  each 
other.  Drums,  which  are  used  in  temples,  do  not  seem  to 
form  any  part  of  military  music* 

Though  most  of  the  vessels  had  on  board  Europeans 
and  Chiuese,  there  was  no  disorder  among  them.  The 
Mandarines  paid  great  attention  to  the  strangers,  and  even 
the  soldiers  and  boatmen  behaved  with  remarkable  civih'ry^ 

Cuiioslty  naturally  drew  crowds  of  people  to  the  banks 
of  the  river  as  the  embassy  passed.  A  few  of  the  antient 
females  came  down  to  the  water's  edge,  to  observe  the 
spectacle,  but  the  younger  oqes  generally  kept  behind. 
Nor  were  the  visitors  less  entertained  by  the  objcdb  which 
they  saw.  The  appearance  of  the,  country  and  of  the 
people  had  the  charm  of  novelty,  in  nearly  every  instance  ; 
and  it  was  generally  concludgd,  that  the  fatigues  of  sq 
long  a  voyage-  were  amply  compensated  for  by  the  sight  of 
so  interesting  a  country* 

The  progress  of  the  embassy  was  slow,  as  the  course  of 
the  river  is  very  scrpenpne.    Every  stream  naturally  takc^ 
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able  oUtactes  lie  in  the  way.    If  there  are  rocks  ot  high 

grounds,  die  hiA  once  formed  is  not  liable  to  be  altered ; 

but  if  the  stteam  runs  trough  a  low  flat  country,  aftd  be^^ 

twecn  banks  of  a  light  texture,  it  will  In  all  likelihobd  fOftn 

a. winding  course.      This  was  the  ca^e  at  pfresent,  and 

with  such  inconveiiience,  that  labour  had  been  fes^efcised 

.  ^  to  confine  the  stream  within  its  usual  bbutidaries:    tm- 

mense  hestps  of  earth  are  placed  along  the  banks  16  fill  up 

any  chasm  that  may  occaSiunalty  be  made  in  ,them;    iTb.es^' 

heaps  are  in  ihe  forrn  of  truncated  hedges ;  but  ho^  thd 

banks  are  more  elevated  than   the   neighbotiring  plains, 

which  extend  beyond  the  reach  of  the  eye,  so  diat  from 

the  serpentine  course  of  the  river,  the  masts  of  the  vfcsscls 

appeared  as  though  they  were  sailing  over  the  tidds. 

These  fields  were  highly  cultivated,  and  aboi^nded  With 
the  /lorcus  sorghum^  or  fiarbadcte^  milletl     It  growS  ten  or 
twelve  feet  high  ;  and  the  lea^t  of  Its  Increase  is  a  hiindlM  . 
fold. 

The  housed  neat  the  rivet  appeared  as  if  they  wer6 
built  of  mud,  but  on  a  hearer  examination  they  were  foiind 
to  be  of  bricks  baked  in  the  sun^  which,  as  well  as  the  tiles 
on  the  roofs,  were  afterwards  plastered  with  a  stibstancti 
like  mud.  There  is  no  lime,  except  frbiii  •ea-fchfilb  Of 
stones,  to  be  had  at  any  great  distance  froUi  itit  river ;  ktii 
a  pebble  is  accounted  a  rarity. 

Close  to  some  of  the  toWns  were  f)yfamid$  6f  the  height 
of  about  fifteen  flet,  consisting  of  ba^s  of  ^alt,  covdred 
with  common  matting,  which,  hotvevcr,  proved  sufficient 
to  shelter  them  froni  tfae^  rain.  Few  showers  fell,  and 
those  but  slight j  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  yet  the  fields  did 
not  \appear  scorched  even  in  August.  Few  clouds  appear* 
ed,  nor  was  there  the  slightest  sjgn  of  a  damp  atoiospheie ; 
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but. on  the  grounds  near  the  river  a  dew  was  perceived  in 
the  evening. 

On  the  approach  of  night  the  banks  were  ilhiminated 
with  lanterns  hiade  of  paper  of  different  colours^  which, 
with  those  hoisted  on  the  mast-heads  of  the  vessels,  and  the 
lights  in  the  cabins,  presented  a  brilliant  spectacle,  of,  which 
the  Chinese  are  particularly  fond.  There  was  almost  as 
much  noise  in  the  night  as  in  the  day,  which  was  heighten- 
ed by  the  sounds  of  the  loo,  struck  to  convey  signals.  The 
musqiiitoes  were  moreover  very  troublesome. 

The  next  day  was  observed  an  inclosed  piece  of  ground 
fike  a  gentleman's  park.  It  was  the  seat  of  the  la-^whang^ 
or  chief  of  the  distri£k.  The  house  had  treble  gates,  and 
two  poles  near  them,  each  forty  feet  high,  for  the  purpose 
of  bearing  ensigns  of  rank,  ailcl  in  the  night  lanterns.  In 
the  grounds  were  several  buildings,  with  sheep  and  horses. 
.  Till  now  few  cattle  had  been  seen  of  any  kind.  The 
lands,  however,  were  easily  convertible  into  meadows,  but 
hardly  any  were  observed  in  that  state,  or  any  lying  faU 
low. 

,  A  large  grove  of  pines  was  seen  on  on?  side  t>f  the  river, 
and  among  the  trees  wore  several  sepulchral  monutnencs 
of  stone,  but  no  temple  stood  near  tlie  burying  ground. 
Perhaps  a  regard  to  the  health  of  the  living  may  have  in- 
duced the, Chinese  to  keep  their  cemeteries  separate  from 
^eir  temples. 

other  side  of  die  river  was  crowded  with  stacks  of 
salt,  the  qualUttjLin  each  of  which  was  thus  ascenaincd  by 
Mr,  Barrow :  *•  Thc^mber  of  stacks  was  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  besides  many  tint  were  incomplete. 
Seventy  bags  were  in  the  transverse  sec?aoii  of  each  stack. 
Tlie  least  length  of  a  stack  v.  as  two  hundred  feet;  some 
were  six  hundred.     Supposing  t!ic  UiCan  length  of  thcoi  to 
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be  four  hundred,  of  which  each  hag  took  up  a  space  of 
two  fe^t,  there  would  be  then  in  each  stack  two  hundred 
se£lions,  or  fourteen  thousand  bags,  and  in  (he  whole 
number  of  stacks  above  three  million  bags  of  salt.  Each 
bag  contained  about  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of  salt; 
and  consequently  six  hundred  millions  of  pounds  in  the 
whole." 

On  the  suppof^ition  of  twenty  pounds  weight  of  that 
article  being  consumed  by  every  Chinese  in  a  year,  this 
colledlion  would  be  enough  for  thirty  millions  of  people 
for  that  period,  without  reckoning  the  sta;cks  then  opened 
for  use,  and  the  smaller  accumulations  observed  before  on 
the  hanks  of  the  river. 

This  article  produces  a  vast  revenue  in  China.  The 
duties  upon  it  in  the  province  of  Pc-che-li  are  stated  to  be 
less  m  their  amount  than  those  of  many  others.  In, many 
parts  qf  that  province,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Pekin, 
a  coarse  and  unpurihed  nitre  is  so  abundant  as  to  be  fre- 
quently substitured  for  marine  sah  by  the  common  people. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  marine  salt  brought  into  this 
river  comes  from  the  sea-coasts  of  Fo*chien  and  Qi»an- 
tong;  where  it  is  made  from  sea-water.  Large  fields  are 
ftrst  made  perfe£t4y  level,  having  their  edges  raised  to  about 
six;  inches,  then  the  sea  water  is  admilied  tlirough  sluices 
or  by  chain-pumps,  till  the  clayey  surface  is  entirely  cover- 
ed to  the  depth  of  two  or  three  inches.  The  sun  evapo- 
rates the  water,  leaving  behind  large  cubic  crystals,  of  the 
kind  known  in  England  by  the  name  of  Bay-salt.  There 
arc  some  small  works  of  this  sort  near  the  entraiye  of  the 
Pei-ho  river.  The  sale  brought  into  this  river  from  Quan- 
tong  and  Fo-chien  loads  yearly  near  ivvo  thousand  vessels 
of  two  hundred  tons  each.  As  one  branch  of  trade,  there- 
fore, employs  so  many,  the  mind  may  readily  account  for 
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tbe  immense  Qumber  of  junks  seen  on  this  river.  And 
nothing,  in  faft^  astonished  tbe  present  travellers  so  a^xh 
as  tbe  multitudes  of  vessels  wbich  were  passed  every  instant, 
either  under  sail  or  lying  at  anchor. 

The  sak-heaps  were  wichin.viev^  of  Tiex^sing^  which 
signifies  tbe  heavenly  spot,  a  name  (hat  is  suited  to  k,  from 
its  standing  in  a  genial  climate,  a  fruitful  soil,'  a  dry  air,  and 
a  serene  sky.-  It  is  the  grand  resort  for  the  northern  parts 
pf  China,  and  is  situated  where  two  rivers  meet,  from 
whence  it  rises  by  a  gentle  ascent.  The  Governor's  pa- 
)ace  commands  the  view  of  $i  capacious  bason  of  water, 
formed  by  the  ji^nftion  of  the  rivers,  and  v^hich  is  nearly 
filled  with  vessels,  many  of  which  are  solely  employed  in 
the  inland  trade  carried  on  by  canals  as  well  as  by  tbe  great 
rivers. 

One  of  tl^e  rivers  at  this  place  is  caihtd  the  Pei-^ho^ 
which  was  given  to  both  after  they  were  joined.  The 
name  of  the  other  is  YunUang-ho^  or  the  grain  bearing 
river,  from  the  abundance  of  wheat  wUch  is  conveyed  by 
it  from  the  province  of  Shcn-see  to  Pekin.  It  was  even 
now  remarked,  tliac  tlie  Chinese  names  were  not  unmean* 
iQg  sounds,  or  of  a  foreign  origin,  but  had  a  signiticant 
meaning  in  the  common  language,  from  whence  it  may 
be  presumed,  that  this  country  has,  from  tire  remotest  ages, 
been  inhabited  by  the  same  people,  preserving,  through  a 
long  lapse  of  time,  the  original  idiom  without  any  foreign 
corruptions. 

At  the  point  of  union  of  the  two  rjvers  was  a  bridge  of 
Voats,  which  divided  when  it  was  necessary  for  vessels  to 
go  through.  Some  temples  and  handsome  buildings  were 
in  this  place,  but  the  greatest  part  of  the  houses  were  retail 
ehops  and  uareficuSts,  besides  which  there  were  yards  and 
pagazines  for  naval  stores.      The  fronts  of  the  private 
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hcaists  were  mere  cfcad  walls,  tlie  light  being  adinitted  from 
interiof  courts.  Few  women  were  seen  among  the  nu- 
merous speftators  attraftpd  by  tlie  novelty  of  tjle  embassy. 
Although  tiic  crowd  was  immense,  the  people  behaved  with 
the  greatest  decorum  and  regularity,  and  with  a  degree  of 
urbanity  not  seen  elsewhere ;  none  of  the  lower  ranks,  who 
cotmnonly  wore  straw  bats,  wore  theirs  while  the  proces- 
sion was  passing,  diat  they  might  not  prevent  the  persons 
•behind  them  from  seeing  it.  The  slope  on  eadi  side  of 
the  river  gave  to  :he  whole  the  form  of  a  grand  amphi- 
theatre, lined  with  heads,  one  close  above  another,  and  the 
namber  was  evidently  greater  than  bad  hitherto  been  seen 
in  this  country. 

The  fleet  came  to  opposite  a  pavilion,  in  which  tlieViceroy 
waited  to  receive  the  Embassador.  That  nobleman  had 
journeyed  from  Ta-coo  over  land.  His  Excellency  dis- 
embarked, with  his  whole  suite,  and  was  received  by  the 
Viceroy  and  the  Legate  already  mentioned,  behind  whom 
was  a  body  of  Chinese  soldiers,  drawn  up  in  the  following 
prder : " 

Three  military  Mandarines. 

A  tent,  with  a  band  of  music  outside  it. 

Three  long  trumpets. 

A  triumphal  arch. 

Four  targe  green  standards,  widi  five  small  ones  between 

each,  and  bowmen  between  each  small  colour. 
jSlx  large  red  standards  with  matchlock  men,  and  five  small 

colours  between  each  standard. 

Two  large  green  standards,  with  swordsmen  between  each. 

Music  tent. 

Triumphal  arch, 

I      On  account  of  the  weather  several  of  the  soldiers  had 
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fans  as  well  as  their  arms*     Fans  are  used  in  Chioa  by  men 
and  women  of  all  ranks. 

The  Embassador,  with  his  principal  attendants,  were  con- 
dufled  into  a  pavilion,  at  the  upper  part  of  which  was  a 
darkened  recess,  where  his  Imperial  Majesty  was  supposed 
to  be  constantly  resident,  and  to  ^hich  an  obeisance  was 
expelled  to  be  made  by  all  who  entered.  The  Viceroy 
had  omitted  this  ceremony  in  his  former  interview ;  but  the 
presence  of  the  Legate,  who  was  of  a  very  di&rent  disposi- 
tion from  his  own,  seemed  to  render  this^  form  expedient  for 
his  own  safety. 

The  various  usual  refreshments  being  served,  and  the 
customary  civilities  being  over,  the  Legate  informed  his  Ex* 
celleiicy  that  the  Emperor  was  at  his  country  seat  in  Zhe-hol, 
in  1  artary,  where  he  purposed  keeping  the  anniversary  of 
his  binh-day  on  the  lyih  of  September, and  where  he  wished 
to  receive  the  EmbiiSiy.  This  was  very  acceptable  to  the 
Embassador,  not  only  to  gratify  the  desire  of  his  Majesty, 
but  to  satisfy  his  own  curiosity  in  viewing  that  stupendous 
monument,  the  great  wall,  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  ssid, 
that  it  might  be  the  subjedt  of  some  boast  for  the  grandson 
of  him  who  saw  it. 

The  Legate  added,  whaj  gave  less  satisfaftion,  that  when 
the  Embassy  came  toTong-shoo,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Pekin,  it  should  go  by  land  to  Zhe-hol,  with  all  the  presents. 
It  was  evident  that  some  of  the  most  valuable  of  these  could 
not  be  transported  over  the  mountains  of  Tartary  with  safety; 
and  besides,  many  of  the  machines  which  had  been  neces- 
sarily taken  to  pieces  for  the  convenibnce  of  packing,  could 
not  well  be  put  together  at  Zhc  hoi.  U  was  dcjjireable, 
moreover,  to  place  them  in  the  princi[>.il  palace  of'thc  Em- 
peror, wlicrc  they  might  afterwards  couiinix.     The  i-c- 
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gat^f  however,  was  tenacious  of  his  plan,  from  »  dislike  to 
suffer  the  stay  of  the  strangers  near  the  capital  for  any  ti[ne4* 
He  evidently  had  no  proper  notions  of  scientific  Instruments; 
and  nothing  but  the  interference  of  the  Viceroy  saved  them 
from  the  destrudlion  to  which  the  ignorance  and  prejudice 
of  the  Legate  had  devoted  them.  At  last  it  was  settled 
that  they  should  be  left  in  a  palace  near  Pekin.  '  , 

The  Legate*s  temper  exhibited  much  perverseness,  under 
the  guise  of  placidity.  .He  seemed  jealous  of  all  foreigners, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  despise  them.  The  disposition  a^d 
behaviour  of  the  Viceroy  furnished  a  perfeft  contrast  to 
the  ungraciousness  of  the  Legate;  and  it  was  lamented, 
that  the  appointment  conferred  on  the  other  had  'not  been 
given  to  him. 

On  the  return  of  the  Embassador  and  suite  to  the  yachts, 
a  splendid .  repast  was  sent  them  by  the  Viceroy,  with 
presents  of  tea,  silks,  and  muslins.  A  plentiful  dinner  and 
presents  were  also  sent  to  the  various  attendants  of  the  Em- 


The  Viceroy  caused  a  temporary  theatre  to  be  built  op- 
posite the  Embassador's  yacht,  the  outside  of  which  was 
elegantly  painted,  and  the  inside  was  ornamented  with  equal 
effedl.  During  the  whole  day  the  a£lors  performed  va- 
rious pantomimes^and  historical  plays.  The  performers 
were  dressed  in  the  antient. Chinese  manner,  according  to 
the  story  they  represented.  The  dialogue  was  a  sort  of  re- 
citative, accompanied  by  several  musical  instruments ;  and 
at  each  pause  a  loud  noise  was  given,  in  which  the  loo 
bore  a  principal  part.  The  band  of  music  appeared  behind 
ihc  st?.ge,  which  was  broad  but'  not  deep.  Every  perfor- 
rricr,  on  his  em  ranee,  mentioned  his  charadler  and  the  place 
oi  adJon,     I'bcre  was  no  change  of  scene  ihrougU  the 
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vtiholt  piece.  ThA  fcfnalei  charaiaers  woe  iTcprcsented  bj^ 
boys  or  eunuchs. 

Ooe  of  these  pieces  interested  the  l^nglish  spc£btorS|  as 
bearing  spme  resemblance  to  what  they  had  seen  at  borne. 
It  exhibited  a  Chinese  Emperor  and  his  Empress  living 
very  happily,  >vhen  suddenly  a  rebellion  arises,  battles  are 
fought,  and  the  principal  insurgent  routes  the  Imperial  annVf 
and  slays  his  sovereign.  The  captive  Erapreis  then  ap- 
pears in  great  agony,  and  whilst  she  is  venting  her  grief 
the  conqueror  enters,  addresses  her  with  great  respe<9, 
talks  of  love,  and  at  length,  like  Richard  the  Third 
and  Lady  Anne,  the  deceased  lord  is  forgotten,  and  an 
ynion  takes  place.  This  drama  finishes  with  a  grand  pro« 
cession,  in  honour  of  the  marriage. 

Here  the  Embassador  received  dispatches  from  the  squa- 
dron, which  was  now  about  to  sail,  as  the  Commander  had 
received  orders  ta  be  supplied  wherever  he  might  have  oc* 
casion  to  stop.  Twdve  months  provisions  were  also  .of- 
fered him  at  Ta-coo,  on  its  being  known  that  he  had  been 
ten  mouths  from  his  own  country. 

Among  others  wl^o  meant  to  return  to  Canton,  in  the 
Endeavour,  were  two  Missionaries,  who,  for  the  want  of  a 
licence,  could  not  go  to  tlK5  capital.  They  had,  early  in 
life,  devoted  themselves  to  this  calling,  and  had  come  from 
Paris  many  years  before  to  Macao,  to  assist  the  mission  at 
Pekin.  At  the  time  of  their  arrival  a  persecution  raged 
throughout  the  empire  against  the  Christians*  The  jea- 
lousy of  the  Chinese  priests  often  occasioned  violent  decrees 
against  the  introdu£lion  of  new  sedls  and  dod^rines,  under 
the  usual  plea  oi  their  being  iitjurious  to  the  state.  In  con-* 
sequence  of  these  {persecutions,  the  Missionaries  found  an  in- 
creased, difficulty  in  proceeding  to  Pekin.  In  this  intepval 
they  were  employed  by  the  su^icriors  at  Macao,  in  the  edu- 
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cattOD  of  young  Po>tugue2e,  candidates  for  the  priest* 
hoodt  Still  t|iey  retained  their  original  objc<a.  Prior 
to  their  leaving  E^urope,  they  had<^  qualified  themhetves'  in 
the  mathematics,  So  as  to  be  fitted  for  stations  in  the.  Tmpe-' 
rial  Observatory^  or  <ht  mathematical  seat,  which  is  the 
only  department  of  authority  eligible  to  strangers.  Those 
who  now  belong  tp  it  are  Pdrtugueze ;  and  it  is  the  policy 
of  that  nation  to  keep  all  other  foreigners  from  an  inter- 
course with  Chiila.  This,  in  a)l  probability,  led  them  to 
discourage  these  Missionaries.  Notwithstanding  this  they 
had  with  great  difficulty  and  patience  conquered  these  ob« 
staclcs,  and  were  .arrived  so  far  in  their  way  to  Pekin..  As, 
however,  they  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  Embassador's 
Suite,  and  a  permission  for  them  not  having  arrived  from 
Court,  they  were  obliged  to  resolve  on  departing  to  Catkon^ 
It  may,  perhaps,  be  pleasing  to  the  reader  to  be.  informed 
that  these  pious  men  at  length  obtained  the  Emperoc^s  per- 
mission to  settle  in  the  capital,  and  in  his  service. 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  to  the  Rmbassadpr  at  Tienr 
sing.  Aft%r  these  ceremonies  were  over,  a  youdg  Chinese 
was  perceived  hovering  about  tht  principal  yacht,  wishing  to 
gain  admittance ;  he  was  at  length  introduced,  and  proved 
to  be  a  convert  to  Christianity,  and  to  bring  letters'^from  one 
of  the  principal  Missionaries  at  Pekin.  Such  sort  of  com- 
munication was  peculiarly  dangerous^  in  a  country  which 
prohibitol  all  intercourse  with  strangers,  and  where  even  z. 
written  correspondence  between  the  natives  is  much  re« 
strained.    No  such  thing  as  a  post  is  known  in  China. 

^  Expresses  are  usually  sent  on  horseback,  conveying 
intelligence  to  the  Emperor  only,  from  the  remotes^ 
parts  of  his  dominions,  and  so  swiftly,  that  dispatches  ar« 

-  often  carried  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  A  day.  Messen- 
gers who  travel  slower,  are  used  on  ordinary  services  of 
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government,  and  these  sometimes  carry  packets  for  private 
persons.  The  policy-  of  the  Legislature,  hovvever,  keeps 
a  free  communication  of  intelligence  from  the  body  of 
the  people.        ' 

The  letters  just  mentioned  were  from  one  of  the  head 
Missionaries  at  Pekin.  The  fint  was  dated  May  yth, 
1793,  ^"^  ^^^  writer  informs  the  Embassador  that  ^*  the 
account  of  the  embassy  had  reached  the  Emperor  Decern* 
ber  3d  preceding ;  that  he  expressed  great  satisfa^ion  at 
the  information,  and  had  given  instant  orders  that  Tien- 
smg  should  be  open  to  receive  the  vessels  so  employed;  that 
llie  letter-writer  was  happy  at  hearing  of  his  Excellency's 
arrival  at  Tien-sing,  (which,  however,  was  premature), 
and  assured  liim  of  bis  personal  respe£by  and  of  his  resolu* 
tion  to  fulfill  what  he  had  promised  to  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Mieropat  Canton,  of  rendering  every  service  in  his  power 
to  the  English ;  that  on  the  £rst  account  of  the  embassy* 
he  had  endeavoured  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people,  as 
far  as  he  could,  for  its  favourable  reception.'* 

The  second  letter  from  the  same  person,  dated  Aug.  6th, 
informed  the  Embassador  that  **  the  Government  had 
appointed  a  Portugueze  Missionary  to  be  ready  to  go  to 
Zhe>hol,  to  a£t  as  interpreter  to  the  embassy,  and  to  in- 
%tru€t  the  Embassador  in  matters  of  form  and  state :  that 
the  letter-writer  thought  fit  to  warn  his  Excellency  against 
this  person's  evil  designs  towards  the  English  nation :  that 
if  the  Court  had  been  at  Pekin,  he  should  hope  to  be  1 
'able  to  counteradl  the  evil  impressions  which  the  inierprc- 
tertnight  make ;  as  also  the  various  slanders  contained  in 
^veral  letters  which  had  come  from  Canton 'and  Macao  ; 
but  that  he  was  afraid  mischief  might  happen  at  Zhe-ho^ 
the  Emperor's  residency ;  whither  he  could  not  go  without 
a  command  from  Government  j  that  he  wished  to  testify 
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hb  gnifl(ude,  in  jun£Hon  with  moic  of  his  colleagues,  to 
the  English  nation  fdr  the  prote&ion. given  in  India  to  the 
Missionaries  there.''  He  concludes,  by  requesting  that 
**  his  letters  might  be  kept  a  secret,  for  fear  he  should  in- 
cur the  resentment  of  the  Portugueze/'  . 

The  intelligence  conveyed  in  this  letter  was  a  confirma* 
tion  of  what  had  been  received  at  Macao ;  but  it  was  not 
deemed  prudent  to  return  any  .answer  to  the  benevolent 
Missionary.  There  was,  in  fa£t,  more  ground  of  appre- 
hension from  the  disposition  of  the  Legate  than  from  the 
influence  of  any  European. 

In  the  evening  the  vessels  sailed  to  a  little  distance  beyond 
Ticn-siog,  which  appeared  to  be  as  long  as  London.  It 
was  said  on  the  spot  to  contain  700,000  sods,  which,  from 
the  immense  crowds  ot'speiSiators  consundy  seen,  is  a  very 
probable  calculation.  The  junks  in  the  harbour  contained 
many  thousands.  These  consist  not  only  of  the  men  who 
navigate  them,  but  their  wives  and  families.  Many  are 
bom  on  board,  and  spend  all  their  lives  there,  tlie  land  being 
an  element  which  they  only  visit  occasionally. 

Those  houses  at  Tien- sing,  which  were  open  to  the 
street,  were  also  full  of  people.  Some  conje£lure  may  be 
formed  of  the  numbers  in  the  other  buildings  from  the  peo- 
ple seen  abroad,  and  from  the  patriarchal  custom,  here 
kept  up,  of  all  the  existing  branches  of  a  family  residing 
under  one  roof.  In  consequence  of  this  custom,  it  appears 
that  ten  able  bodiei  men  are  to  be  found  in  a  Chinese 
house. 

The  houses  were  mostly  built  of  a  lead-coloured  brick  ; 
those  of  the  meanest  habitations  were  of  a  pale  brown,  and^ 
very  few  were  red. 

These  different  colours  have  probably  arisen  from  the 
method  of  making  the  bricks.    The  brown  had  only  bee« 
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exposed  to  the  solar  heat ;  the  blue^to  a  wood  in  in  kilns^ 
^without  being  affed^  by  the  flame,  tvhile  the  red  bad  sus- 
lain^d  the  force  of  the  flame;.  On  mouldiog  the  tlay  into 
iu  proper  form,  it  is  the  Eastern  custom  to  lay  the  bricks 
in  regular  rows  upon  one  another,  having  layers  of  straw 
between  each  range.  Many  houses  here  have  two  stories^ 
contrary  to  the  Chinese  mode  in  general. 

The  junftiort  of  two  navigable  rivers,  one  coming  from 
the  vicinity  of  tlie  capital,  and  the  other  having  a  comma* 
nication  with  very  distant  provinces,  must  have  made  this 
a  place  of  great  resort  even  in  early  periods.  The  Chi'* 
nese  history  says  that  a  northern  branch  of  the  .Yellow  ri- 
ver once  came  into  the  gulph  of  Pekio  ;  and  pursued  that 
course  till  a  mound  was  raised  by  vic^ent  floods,  which,* 
aided  by  human  labour,  forced  the  river  into  the  eastern 
brands,  by  which  that  immense  mass  of  water  is  conveyed 
through  the  province  of  Kiang-nan  into  the  Yellow  Sea* 

Tien-sing  is  represented  much  larger  than  it  is  now  ia 
very  old  maps,  particularly  that  of  Marco  Paolo,  the  Vene- 
tian, in  which  it  is  called  Citta  Celeste.  This  was  in  the 
13th  century,  and  even,  then  it  bore  the  rank  of  a  city, 
though  it  was  long  in  the  class  of  ordinary  towns,  as  its 
former  termination  of  Ti^n -sing- wee.  implies.  In  very 
antient  towps  the  original  dwellings  must  have  given  way 
te  new  ones,  built,  in  some  degree,  upon  their  ruins.  Tbs 
foundations  of  iht  existing  houses  must  consequently  be 
higher  than  the  primitive  ones.  This  is  the  case  with 
Tien-sing,  which  has  the  appearapce  of  being  built  on  9, 
fising  ground,  though  the  country  around  is  flat. 

The  lands,  as  the  Embassy  passed,  continued  in  a  state 
of  cukivatipn.  Most  of  the  fields  abounded  with  the  belaa 
iarghum^  or  Barbadoes  miljet,  called  by  the  Chinese  Kow-> 
]ff^f  or  lon^  ^om,    It  is  cheaper  in  diese  paits  thau  ric^ 
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Bod  dppoan  to  have  been  the  first  grdo  known  in  the  coutti^ 
try,  as,  in  old  Chinese  books,  measures  of  capacity  are  jsaid 
to  have  Itten  ascertained  by  the  number  of  th«ie  grains 
it  held.  Thus  a  hui\dred  filled  a  choo  ;  and  this  measure 
was  sub-divided  again  into  decimal  proportions.  Measures^ 
of  length  and  weight  were  also  calculated  by  the  same 
grain.  Of  the  strkw,  or  stalks,  a  coarse  matting  is  made, 
and  bths*for  walls  and  cottages.  The  lower  part  of  d\6 
stalk  and  the  root  are  used  for  fuel,  i^nd  sometimes  for 
banking  the  weak  sides  of  the  canals  and  rivers.  The 
banks  of  thePci«*ho  are  supported,  in.  some  places,  by  para- 
pets of  granite,  and  at  othors  they  aie  Jx)rdered  by  cauwways 
of  the  same  material  for  a  long  way,  with  sluices  at  con* 
venient  distances  to  let  o£F  the  water,  which  is  justly  distri-» 
buted  among  the  adjacent  grounds.  Small  isles  are  formed 
in  some  pares  of  the  river  by  the  gadiering  of  tand  and 
mud. 

^  The  millet  was  often  planted  in  parallel  lines,  Iiaving  be- 
tween them  ro^ys  of  a  lesser  grain  and  lower  stems,  either  the 
panicum  kalicum^  or  panicum  cnagaUi^  which  i&  sheltekd  by 
the  millet,  and  when  that  is  cut^down,  it  ripens  in  its  turn, 
and  is  cut  down  also.  Jn  small  vacancies  was  planted  a 
species  of  dolicheSi  somewhat  similar  to  the  kidney-bean* 
In  some  places  fields  of  beans  were  seen,  and  several  of 
usamumt  and  other  plants,  whose  seeds  yield  oil  used  in 
cookery.  All  the  fields  were  carefully  weeded,  and  each 
looked  as  neat  as  a  garden.  The  present  crop  of  corn  and 
pulse  was  the  second  produce  of  the  year.  In  dry  situations 
wheat  flourished  best,  and  in  moist  the  rice. 

Few  trees  or  cattle  were  seen*  JSut  the  numerous  habi«. 
tations,  and  the  high  cultivation,  afforded  constant  pleasure 
to  the  eye*  Yet  famine  is  not  unconimon  in  thii  province. 
Inundations  from  the  mountainsi  and  devastations  of  locusts 
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^metimes  produce  this  evil.  Robberies  then  are  froquenft 
and  are  with  diiEculty  checked*  As,  howeYer»  they  are 
the  mere  effe&  of  hunger,  so  when  a  good  harvnt  returns 
they  cease. 

When  the  tide  fails,  and  there  happens  to  be  Utt]e  wind, 
which  was  now  the  case,  the  sailors  use  two  large  oars, 
sometimes  placed  towards  the  bow  of  the  vessel,  and  some* 
times  near  the  stem,  and  in  other  vessels  one  atnhe  head 
and  one  at  the  stem.  In  each  oar  is  a  socket,  which  re- 
ceives an  iron  pivot,  placed  on  a  piece  of  wood,  proje<Sed 
from  tbe  gunwale.  These  oars  are  never  taken  from  the 
water,  but  perform  beneath  its  surface  a  sort  of  vibiatory 
motion.  The  oars  are  managed  by  several  men,  who  keep 
time  with  dicir  strokes' to  a  spirited  tone  sung  by  one,  the 
chorus  of  which  is  accompanied  by  all  die  rest.  This 
air,  re*echoed  from  a  hundred  vessels,  gliding  through 
the  water,  in  a  still  rooon-Iight  night,  suggested  a  pleasing 
idea  of  the,  content  which  prevails  among  this  laborious 
class  of  people. 

When  this  method  failed  to  force  the  vessels  forward 
ihey  were  tracked  along  by  men.  The  tracking  rope  is 
fastened  to  the  upper  part  of  the  main-roast,  and  is  joined 
lo  another  that  leads  from  the  bow.  To  the  principal  rope, 
which  is  very  long,  are  tied  cords  in  the  form  of  loops,  one 
of  which  the  tracker  throws  over  his  head,  and  places  op- 
posite his  breast,  often  substituting  a  piece  of  board  to  the 
cord,  to  ease  his  breast.  Yoked  in  this  manner,  the  men 
iDOve  in  a  line  to  the  sound  of  a  popular  song.  Each 
yacht  was  tracked  by  about  fifteen  men ;  and  die  whole 
number  employed  was  not  less  than  five  hundred,  widi  an 
equal  number  to  relieve  them.  They  were  strong  an4 
well  made,  but  very  round  shouldered.    In  sumnier  fii^j 
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ure  mostly  naked  above  the  waist ;  that  part  ^f  the  body  i» 
of  a  copper  colour,  but  they  are  naturally  fair. 

Abunchnce  of  ]nse<5ls  is  produced  about  this  river,  many  of 
which  were  very  troublesome,  from  their  sting ;  and  others, 
from  their  noise.  The  sound  emitted  by  a  species  of  cicada 
was  effirSed  by  the  motion  of  two  flaps  chat  cover  its  ab« 
doipen*  Ic  is  an  amorous  s^al  from  the  male  to  the 
female,  which  is  unprovided  with  these  flaps,  tiere  also 
was  ibund  a  species  of  moth,  little  less  than  a  humming- 
bird. • 

•  The  slow  motion  of  the  vessels  induced  the  travellers 
often  to  go  ashore,  but  it  appeared  that  they  were  watch- 
ed with  unusual  jealousy.  This  was  in  conseqtience  of 
the  Legate's  orders.  The  interpreter  discovered  from  the 
Mandarine's  private  discourse  that  some  xlissatisfadlion  pre- 
vailed  at  Court  against  the  English  nation  ;  the  reason  of 
which  appeared  to  be  this  :  In  a  war  carried  on  by  th» 
Emperor  in  the  country  of  Thibet,  his  army  had  suffered 
more  than  had  been  expected.  Some  of  his  o£Bcers  pte* 
tended  that  they  had  seen  hats  as  well  as  turbans  among 
the  enemy,  and  therefore  they  concludeil  that  the  flrst  could 
cJnly  bdong  to  the  English.  The  report  had  increased  to 
such  a  pitch  that  it  was  positively  said  the  English  had 
given  assistance. 

Now^  though  the  Emperor  had  expressed  his-  approba-. 
tion  of  the  embassy,  yet  his  Ministers,  being  influenced  by 
this  report,  might  be  suspicious  that  some  evil  design  lay 
hid  under  the  present  offer  of  gifts  and  friendsin'p.  It  was 
not  unusual  in  the  east  to  send  a  friendly^  embassy  to  a  na« 
tion,  only,  in  ia£t,  by  learning  its  real  situation,  to  be  able 
to  attack  it  with  greater  advantage. 

The  Embassador  was  prepared  to  encouriter  many  pre* 
judices  caused  by  t]ie  proximity  of  the  Englrdi  possessions^ 
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but  of  the  present  charge  he  coukl  have  na  idea,  as  such 
an  event  had  never  taken  place.  '  It  was  not,  however,  till 
after  his  arrival  at  Canton,  next  year,  that  he  was  inform- 
ed of  (he  paiticulars  that  occasioned  the  assertion. 

It  was  then  found  that  there  had  been  for  some  time  hos- 
tilities between  the  governing  power  at  Lassa,  lying  to  the 
N.  N.  E.  and  that  at  Napaul,  to  the  N..W.  of  Calcutta, 
both  N.  of  the  Soubah,  or  Viceroyshipof  Bengal.    Napaul 
'  jpins  theBrkiSh  territories,  which  reach  to  the  northern  boun* 
daries  of  the  plains  of  Hindostan.    There  a  lidge  of  moun- 
tains rises  to  the  height  of  seven  thousand  feet  in  fifteen 
miles.    Beyond  Napaul,  to  the  W.  and  Bootan,  to  the  £. 
lies  Giieat  Thibet,  where  some  years  ago  the  British  arms 
obliged  the  Government  to  sue  for  peace.     The  Teshoo 
Lama,  or  spiritual  Sovereign  of  the  country,  sent  then  an 
Embassador  to  the  Goyemor*'Genetal  at  Calcutta,  and  an 
embassy  went  from  thfsnce  again  to  Lassa.     Since  iliat 
time  there  has  been  a  perfe^  peace  between'  these  Go- 
vernments.     On  that  occasion  the  Emperor  of  China, 
ibough  be  professed  the  religion  of  tlie  Lama,  did  not^ 
meddle  in  his  affairs.     Not  long  after,  however,  he  sent 
him  an  invitation  to  come  to  his  Co^rt,  that  he  might  con- 
verse with  him  on  religious  subje(3s.     The  Lama  com- 
plied with  bis  request,  and  died,  soon  after  his  arrival,  of  the 
small^pox.     This  calamity  excited  suspicions  among  the 
people  of  Thibet,  who  fancied  thai  his  conne£tion  with  the 
EngKsh  had  so  offended  the  Emperor  that  he  ha^  drawn 
him  to. his  Court  for  very  different  purposes  from  what 
were  pretended  in  the  invitation.    It  is  certain  that  the 
Sumhur  Lama,  the  brother  of  (he  deceased,  fled  from  Lassa 
to  the  Rajah  of  Napaul,  to  ensure  whose  protedlion  he  dis- 
closed ihe  riches  of  his  country.     On  this  the  Rajah  com- 
mencedi  hostilities,  and  victory  determined  in  his  favour  A 
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plskce  vnks  conduded  on  the  condicion  of  a  jrearly  tribute 
of  three  lacks  of  rupees  being  paid  him  from  the  Lassa 
"Country. 

Lassahad  been  once  befote  tnbuiurjr  to  Nafyatil,  and 
bore  on  its  coin  the  effigy  of  the  Rajah  of  that  state.  Tho 
present  Rajah  of  Napaul  made  it  ah  article  in  thp  jieW 
d^aty  that  this  prafticeshould  be  revived.  The  conquered 
l^ople  evidently  intended  to  abide  by  the  conditions  no 
longer  tlian  till  they  should  he  able  to  ge^  assistance  from 
some  other  pov^rers.  For  this  purpose,  application  was 
made  to  the  Governor  of  Bengal,  who  refused  their  re- 
quest. The  Rajah  of  Napaul,  flushed  with  viAory,  sent 
his  tfoops  to  Diggurah,  another  distH&  of  Thibet,  where 
he  plundered  the  treasury  of  the  Lama,  who  was  likewise 
a  high>priest  of  the  Emperor's  religion.  Provoked  by 
these  aggressions,  the  finirperor  sent  an  Irmy  of  70,000 
jiten  iato  Thibet,  in  September  1791.  The  distttnce  froiia 
thence  to  Nkpaul  is  above  500  miles,  through  avery  dif« 
fictilt  country^  which^  according  to  Major  Rennell,  ^*  is 
-  cnie  of  the  highest  in  Asia,  bedng  a  part  of  that  eleraled 
tta£k  which  gives  rise,  tiot  only  to  the  riiiers  df  Indiaand 
China,  but  to  those  al^  of  Siberia  and  Tartary."  The 
climate  is' also  very  severe.  It  was  moreov^cr  said,  that  the 
hills  'i^ich  were  unavoidably  to  be  passed,  were  fortified 
by  art."  The  Rajah V  army  was  large,  and  full  of  confix 
dence.  \  His  connections  with  the  British  might  give  him 
hopes  of  considerable  assistance  from  them4  Such  assist** - 
ance  to  (he  native  princes  was  not  unusual ;  and  about  this 
time  a  small  force  had  be^n  sent  to  the  Sultan  of  Deringha^ 
to  help  him  to  recover  the  possession  of  his  country  to  the 
cast  of  Bengal,  and  not  far  from  Cfj^na. 
•  llie  kajah,  therefore,  encouraged  his  people  with  as- 
'  Bh 
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suraaoes  of  a  siOHkr  aid,  and  gave  the  report  a  Amher 
cifY;uiation»  to  mvnvhvt  his  eneoiies. 

The  Chinese  General  wrote  a  letter,  in  consequence  oC 
^his  ihformatioQi  to  the  Govemor^eneral  of  Bengal*  re- 
questing^  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  who  was  "  cbe 
flower  of  die  Imperial  Race;  the  Sun  of  the  Fimearoeot  of 
Honour,  the  respleAdent  Gem  In  Ac  Crown  and  Throue 
of  the  Chinese  dommions»  thc^  British  troops  should  be 
sent  to  seize  and  chastise  the  Rajah,  according  to  hk  de- 
serts/* 

This  letter  was  written  in  the  Chinese  language  and 
could  not  be  translated  at  Calcutta ;  but  the  purport  of  it 
was  conveyed  in  another  from  the  IXuilary  Lmaa,  dm 
feigning  in  Thibet. 

.  Here  it  ought  to  be  observed,  diat  in  Hindostan  the  best 

and  cold  do  not  make  a^  regular  division  of  summer  and 

winter  as  in  Europe.  .  For  the  first  six  months  the  weather 

is  very  dry ;  and  during  the  ren?aioder  jthe  rain  UU  in  a 

manner  unknown  elsewhere,  suddenly  swelling  the  riverSt 

deluging  the  plains,  destroying  die  roads,  and  nearl7  change 

ing  the  face  c^  the  country.    The  two  divisions  of  the 

year,  therefore,  are  jusdy  called  the  dry  and  rainy  yasons^ 

The  latter  came  on  just  after  receiving  the  above-niesiKUm- 

ed  Isjtters,  and  of  course  rendered  a  journey  to  LassamloKist 

iaapra&icablie*    Besides,  th^  cae^sengar  who  broi|ght.|hem 

fell  ill  on  the  road*    The  Chinese  Commander  veceiviog 

no  ^answer,  was  led  to  believe  the  Rajali's  repQtt>  aiid  the 

more  so  as  he  found  a  fe^stance  greater  than  he  other- 

wise  would  have  expc6led.    It  is^  iiidced)  possible,  diat 

some  sepoys^  who  had  deserted  from  the  forces  of  Bcagal, 

and  dressed  in  the  En^isli  uniform,  og^y  have  joined  the 

Rajah^s  army.  { In  fa^  accounts  were  seat  to  P^lua  that 
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the  llajah  had  been  joined  by  £nglish  troops,  and  it  wat 
easy  to  get  those  reports  credited. 

iThe  same  Commander,  it  was  added,  had  pniidtsed  the 
same  imposition  when  he  led  an  expedition  against  the 
Tung-quiiiese.  *  Though  he  had  been  def<iated  on  that 
occasion  he  contrived  to  keep  the  Emperor*s  favour,  who 
made  Mm  Viceroy  of  Canton,  where  he  was  guilty  of  nu- ' 
ttierous  ads  of  oppression  towards  all  foreigner^. 

But  the  present  accusation  was  so  far  from  Ijeing  jusf, 
that  the  noble  person  who  was  then  Governor  of  Bengal 
not  only  condudled  himself  with  strife  neutrality,  but  with 
a  particular  respedl  to  the  Emperor.  He  resolved  to  send 
•*  a  friendly  deputation  to  tlie  Napaul  Rajah,  to  assure 
him  that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Bengal  Government  to  free 
him  from  a  destrudive  war;  at  the  same  time  assuring 
him,  that  the  friendly  intercourse  which  they  had  main-, 
tained  with  the  Lamag,  and  the  commercial  connedJion 
which  had  long  continued' between  England  and  China^ 
prevented  dieir  being  hostile  agkian  either  of  the  powers 
without  aggression,  and  therefore  (hey  could  only  aid  him 
by  pacific  interference,  to  eScA  which,  an  immediate  in- 
tercourse should  be  commended  with  the  Commander  of 
die  Chinese  and  Thibet  forces,"  Another  benefit  was^ 
expeded  from  this  deputation  ;  **  as,  from  the  jealousy 
which  the  chiefs  of  Napaul  had  ^ewn  of  the  English,  the 
latter  were  tdtally  unacquainted  with  the  interior  of  that 
country,  and  dierefore  this  offered  a  good  opportunity  to 
gain  information  .of  the  population,  manners,  and  customs 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  likewise  of  the  trade,  manufactures, 
dnd  produSiofts  of  a  country  with  whicli  a  friendly  com* 
munication  was  desirahle.** 

A  letter  was  sent  by  the  Governor  to  Dhahry  Lama, 
Haying,  that    <*  as  the  Company  had  nothing  more  at 
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^eart  than  to  preserve  a  8tri£t  amity  with  all  the  Indiai^ 
powers,  and  therefore  they  were  careful  not  to  a£l  coatrarj 
to  tha^  Tulei  by  meddling,  in  an  hostile  ^ay,  in  any  of  the 
disputes  which  subsisted  among  foreignerSy  iinless  in  self 
defence  or  on  occasion  of  a  wanton  attack.  That  he  (tha 
(joyernor)  had  sent  an  answer  expressive  of  these  senti- 
ments iu^onse^uenpe  pf  th^  Rajah  of  NapauFs  apfdication 
for  assistance.  Ihe  Dhalary  Lama  must  know  that 
tliere  t^ad  been  a  Ipng  friendship  between  the'  Epglish  and 
(he  Rajah  of  Napaul,  and  also  betwe'en  them  and  the£jnT 
perop  of  China.  The  English  for  many  years  hstd  traded 
with  the  subjects  of  the  Emperof,  ^tid  had  a  fsL&orf  in 
his  dominions  On  account  of  this  connections  and  being 
sensible  of  the  Emperqr's  veneration  for  the  Lama,  the 
poveri^rrGencral  anxiously  wished  that  his  (the  Lama's) 
country  siiould  remain  in  peace,  and  that  this  destrudive 
^ar  should  be  ended.  He  should,  thef  efore,  be  very  happy 
jf  his  friendly  interference  could  contribute  to  establish  peace 
betwe^  tt^e  Lama  and  the  Rajah,  and  would  readily  aA 
US  a  mediator  between  them.  Ab  the  rajny  season  then 
prevented  any  stpp^  towards  sych  a  mediation,  he  musf 
postpone  his  intention^  till  it  ^as  over,  when  he  would  sen4 
a  confidential  person  to  communicate  his  sentiments  more 
fully ;  and  he  hoped  that  by  this  means  peac^  wcuild  bq 
restored  betwecp  the  panies,  and  tnutual  intimacy  be  en* 
f;reased.  That  the  person  sent  would  be  attended  by  ^ 
guard  of  sepoy$,  wbici)  he  only  mentjonedi  to.  prevent  evi\ 
reports." 

The  Chinese  troops  and  those  of  Thibet  put  aq 
fnd  to  the  war,  however,  before  these  pacific  measore^ 
could  be  adopted,  by  attacking  the  Rajah  in  the  rain]^ 
Reason  ;  and  that  Prince  was  under  the  necessity  of  re« 
f  toring  the  plunder  he  hud  seised,  in  consequence  o(  w)iici\ 
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he  was  pennhted  to  retain  his  dombions.  At  first,  the 
Chinese  General  threatened  to  destroy  the  Rajah's  race, 
and  add  bis  territoxies  to  Chipa.  Had  that  happened  th« 
British  and  Chinese  Empire  would  have  joined.  This 
^sign  he  prudendy  abandoned,  apd'  solicited  ,the  Raj  ih's 
pardQU  from  th?  Emperor,  '^  on  condition  oif  his  paying 
a  settled  tribute,  and  to  give  up  the  bones  or  Sumhur  Lama, 
who  had  occasioned  th^  war,  .with  his  wives  and  cfFe£b/* 
The  Soubah,  or  country  of  Lassa,  however,  he  took  pos- 
session of  for  the  Emperor,  though  he  came  to  protect  it 
for  the  Lama.  Thus,  between  the  new  boundary  of  Chinii 
jmd  the  British  setdements  there  is  o;iIy  a  small  tra(5t  of 
li^nd,  about  pne  degree  in  latitude,  part  of  wliich  is  NapauK 

China  had  alieady  approaclied  nearer  to  the  eastern  part 
of  Hindostan  since  I773f  when  the  Chinese  cooqucred  a 
people  called  Mlaoise^  part  of  whom  bad  been  subjed  to 
the  Emperor,  but  liad  revolted,  and  part  were  independent. 
Now  if  the  Cliin^se  should  hereafter  further  interfere  in  tbp 
disputes  that  often  occur  between  the  states  along  the  eastern 
part  of  Hindostan,  some  serious  discussbn  may  be  called 
for  between  them  and  this  country.  The  intercourse  be^ 
tween  the  frontiers  of  Hindostan  and  China,  notwithstand- 
ing these  events,  continued  'in  the  same  restrained  state, 
pwing  tor  the  jealous  disposition  of  the  viflorious  General^ 
who  wrote  ^to  the  Governor-General  not  to  send  the 
proposed  deputation.  He  concluded  his  letter  with  ac- 
{cnowledging  the  Goyefnof-Geqend^s  uprightness,  attache 
pent,  and  friendliness.'' 

Il'thet^mbassy,  intended  to  go  to  China  in  1787,  hadsuc* 
f  ceded,  it  is  probably  that  the  misunderstanding  occasioned 
by  this  yrar  would  have  had  no  eiFed,  and  perhaps  hostili* 
ties  would  have  been  prevented.  It  entirely  originated  witli 
|lie  Napaul  Rajah. 
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The  war  which  the  Emperor  had  entered  into  against 
the  Ekvths  b  Tartary,  tkoagh  it  ended  in  their  conqnest, 
was  attendod  wi3i  great. losses,  both  of  men  and  mooey. 
The  Chinese  ministers,  therefore,  were  tired  of  war ;  and 
the  age  of  Ac  Emperor  had  taken  away  the  desire  of  con- 
quest. Now  if  a  rrsident  Minister,  accredited  by  his  Fri- 
(tannic  Majesty,  had  been  at  Pekfai  In  1789,  or  1790,  by 
his  meant  this  disptite  might  have  been  adjusted  without 
Uood,  and  Thibet  still  haye1)een  an  independent  state. 

Had  the  particubrs  of  this  war  been  known  to  tbi  pre- 
•ent  Embassador,  prior  to  his  leaving  the  vicinity  of  Can* 
lon«  it  migh^have  l-eep  in  his  ][>ower  to  have  done  away 
ihe  misrepresentation.  He  took  pains,  however,  to  con- 
vince the  Mandarines  who  were  wjjth  him,  that  the  story 
was  false;  but  rilough  tliey  were  satisfied  themselves,  yet 
tliey  could  n«t  venture  to  communicate  their  sentimehts  to 
the  Court,  lest  it  might  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  cormpt 
partiality  to  their  new  acquaintance.  As  they  were,  more* 
over,  of  Chinese  origin  they  had  no  influence  oiy  the  Tar- 
tar Legatpi  there  being  a  rooted  antipathy  between  die  U^q 
pations. 

As  the  Legate  only  held  cprrespondpice  with  the  Go- 
vernment respe<fting  the  embassy,  his  Excellency  endea- 
voured to  convince  him  also  of  the  falsity  of  the  reports 
which  had  been  raised  against  the  English.  But  whatever 
.effiidl  his  representations  might  have  on  this'subjei^,  little 
change  was  found  in  his  conduct ;  and  he  expressed  no  in« 
clination  to  vindicate  the  English  to  the  Court  ;^  and  he 
even  refused. to  forward  a  letter  from  the  Embassador  to 
Sir  Erasmus  Gower  by  the  state  messengers.  Thus  the 
embassy  had  no  means  of  maintaining  even  the  most  neces- 
sary intercourse,  aild  no  redress  could  be  looked  for, 
owing  to  tlie  Legate's  intioiacy  with  the  ColaO,  or  the  Prc- 
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iDier  of  the  empire,  whose  disposition  might  be  easily. coiw 
jedared  from  that  pf  the  other. 

The  progress  of  the,  embassy  had  Been  slow*  tn  its 
CQurae  large  junks  were  met  returning  from  Tong-choo* 
^Ot  near  Pekin»  whither  they  had  carried  gi:ain,  and  wcro 
gping  back  before  the  winter  set  in,  ^hen  this  rirer  b  frosea 
over.  The  greatest  part  of  these  were  employed  in  car^ 
ryiag  those  taxes  which  were  taken  in  kind;  a  sort  of  tm«^ 
post  which  is  so  far  beneficial,  that  it  prevents  the  necessity 
which  many  niight  be  under  of  selling  their  commoditi^ 
at  a  tow  rate  to  raise  money  for  the  revenue.  Part  of  the 
grain  thus  collected  is  deposited  in  die  public  granaries,  ta 
supply  the  wants  of  die  people  in  time  of  scarcity .  Oa 
the  deck  of  each  junk  are  apartments,  containing  several  fa« 
miliea;  and  it  was  found  that  no  yessel  had  ksj  than  fifcp 
persons  on  board ;  and  betweeii  Ton-chang*-foo  and  Tieik* 
ftingi  at  least  one  thousand  were  seen,  in  which  were 
50,000  souls.  Besides  these,  there  were  numerous  odier 
vessels  on  this  river,  containing  not  less  than  50,000  more. 

This  river  is  extremely  nraddy,  but  the  water  is  rendered 
potable  by  the  following  simple  method*  A  little  piece  o£ 
aUam  is  put  in  die  hoQow  joint  of  a  babiboo^  in  which  aro 
boced  several  holes.  The  water  is  stirred  with  this  iop 
aboQlfoinr  minutes,  when  the  earth,  onittng  with  the  allum> 
fells  id  the  bottom,  leaving  the  water  above  dear  and  pure*. 
'Fhe'^ater  of  the  Nile  is  said  to  be  pori&d  by  allum,  which 
as  used  for  the  same  purpose  by  European  artificers  in  Eu-^ 

'  rope  in  their  manofaiftures. 

The  superior  ofders  of  .people  in  Cbinia  rarely  ^rinftt 
amy  '^^^for  till  it  has  undergone  cUstiUation,  and  every  Chi*[ 

-  jsfiae  infiiiBa  some  sahibridus.  plant  in  the  water  which  to 
itfes.  It  is  uotally.  <lvank.  hot^  as  is  every  odier  liquid.  '  Ini 
mhcx  CQiiatries  warm  litjiidrs  are  esteemed  as. most  whoiiK/ 
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somei  Tn  Hindostan,  choukries  or  inns  are  erefted  dh  thi 
public  roads,  in  which  weak,  but  warm,  liquors  are  given 
to  all  travellers.'  Bdt  in  soltrjr  weather  the  Chinese  make 
use  of  ice,  chiefly  with  fmit  and  sweatnie^ts^  and  very  sel- 
dom with  their  liquors.  They  placed  in  bowls  atematcj 
layers  of  ice  with  kernels  of  apricots  and  walnuts,  or  seeds 
,  and  slices  of  the  hairy  root  of  the  lien- wha,  which  is,  f>er- 
haps,  the  Egyptian  lotos.  These  were  frequently  presented 
to  the  Embassador  and  suite  at  public  breakfasts. 

Spirituous  liquors  are  sometimes  in  great  request  atnong 
die  Chinese,  especially  in  tlie  tiorthem  provinces.  Tea, 
however,  is  the  general  beverage.  With  regard  toeadng, 
the  Mandarines  lived  very  luxuriously,  eating  several  meals 
a  day  of  animal  food,  seasoned  high,  every  such  meal 
cototaining  several  ooiTrses.  in  the  intervals  they  either 
smoked  tobacco,  tnhced  with  odoriferous  substances, 'took 
opium,  or  chewed  the  areca  nut.  Reading  was  not  so 
much  in  vogue  as  in  Europe,  though  China  abolmds  in 
histories  and  works  of  fancy. 

i  The  head  Mandarines,. -Ghow^foid  Van  Ta-zbin,  spent 
much  of  their  time  in  discoursing  >^ch  the  EmbassaUor-and 
his  principal  attendants.  They  seldom  asked  questioos, 
though 'they  readily  answered  ffuch  as  were  put  to  tfcem. 
The  Chinese,:  notwithstanding  their  curiosity  about  stran- 
gers, seem  very  indifFerent  abotit  the  countries  fromwimce 
tiiey  came.  Their  idicafl  are  confined  to  thdr  owncoantry* 
vi^hk:h  few  are  ever  disposed  lo  quit, -except'somc  of  des-- 
perate  fortunes,  or  mariners.  Even  the  foreign  goods  which 
tbey  have  from  Canton,  are  .treated,  ar  though  they  were 
produced  there.  Their  booksor'rtiaps  hardly  notice laniA 
mt  of  Asia.  Of  Hindostan  diey  have,  indeed,  some  pom« 
pdus  descriptions ;  inwhich  is  to'bfc'foisnd  die  same  story 
D^aifU  by  Abbe  Ray&al^of  a.distrlf^  die  gdvemmoit  ot^ 
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%rbkti  Wfttf  oiice  «•  p«rfed,  add  the  tNmpfo  10  jo^  di9t  if 
ftfiy  tl^tiS  of  value  were  dropped  on  die  mad^  the  pm^k 
;Wh9  found  it  wouU  plaed  it  *  lo  rach  a  maaner  thai  if  Ai 
loser  returned  to  seek  for  it,  he  might  easily  discover  k^  A$ . 
Aiidier  tha  CbiiMa  fiot  tile  Abbe  were  indebwd  lo  aacii 
pchar  for  tUiA  .relation^  there  is  a  probability  tliat  it  ffiig|hc 
have  beeo  ir^it 

Wbac^iFer  mMy  be  the  geographical  knowladge  of  dMH 
of  raiik»  or  die  jneodiinta  in  China^  the  iafisHor  ordoM 
have  scatceiy  any  thiti§  to  Incersst  ihaai  out  of  their  oWA 
coaotry^  and  they  would  perhaps  fed  Iktia  pleamto  !n  atkf 
r  odier  infdrniaticKt  reipediiag  foreigd  latids,  anless  in  maf^ 
vaHooB  idatiMi* 

The  Maadarim«trho  4}ii«£ked  the  embasisy  ivere  hap(>y 
Wi  atisweritifi;  <)h(jsdoft!i  respeAttig  the  empire ;  and  th6ug& 
ttiey  had  ^'tdem^  k  mnonal  pride,  they  enchavoured  to  b^ 
cofred.  Chow-td^tJtfai  being  a  man  of  litfsiness,  gavetiif 
faiformatioti  o^  ptrbRc  documedrs.  Tli«  Legate  ^Idonl 
Conversed  famifiarty  wkh  the  Emhattadof ;  hor  v/ere  any 
ijnestkins  asked  insspeAIng  China  in  his  presence,  l^hough 
ha  travelled  part  of  the  way  by  tend,  lie  usuafly  paid  his 
ExccHificy  a  daily  visit  On  thete  occajjiftns  h!i  attendants 
announced  his  approach  very  loudly,  and  making  the  ivdy 
tkiar  befbre  hiiii*  He  travelled  in  a  Sedan  chair,  orna- 
mentc!d  prirftisely  tviih  silk  tassels.  Four  mea^arried^his 
chair,  in  the  fottowlrtg  hfianner :  the  poles  were  suspended 
at  the  cikIs  by  cords,  having  in  the  bend  short  bamboos,  the 
extremities  of  whii^^  rested  on  the  chalnnen^s  shouldei^,  two 
of  whom  were  bcFot-e  and  two  behind.  Tliese  were  re-. 
lieved  occasionatly.  Various  attendants,  bearing  umbrellas 
and* ensigns  of  hbnoiir,  surrounded  the  c^air,  followed  by 
hnrsJmcn.  '  Mandarines  seldom  go  abroad  wilhouc  a  rrjin, 
atcohJing  to  tliclf  rauf   It  is  ilteined  of  essential  moment 
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to  preserve,  by  parade,  a  sense  jof  reference  in  the  mincU  &f 
ibeir  inferiors.  In  consequence*  of  this  they  paid  the  mora 
fifiention  to  foreigners  of  distindlion  who  came  among 
ibem. 

,  When  the  embassy  passed  a  military  post,  or  any  town 
«t)f  importance,  the  troops  were  drawn  up*  and  a  salule  of 
three  guns  fired.  -  These  guns  were  short,  and  reserved  for 
this  purpose.  A  little  gunpowder  is  put  into  tbem,  diey 
.are  then  fixed  upright  in  the  grbuod,  and  filled  widi  sand  or 
earth.  On.  these  occasions  the  soldiers  have  particular 
^^sts  a^d  arms,  whida,  after  the  saluter  are  over,  are  laid 
Jx][  till  they  are  again  wanted*  The  men  ate  frequently 
clothed  in  the  habit  of  the  common  peoptei  ami  an  onr 
ployed  in  manufactures,  or  in  agrjculture.  Though  they 
are  hereby  of  service  in  peace,  yet  they  mmstJbe  badly  fitted 
for  wan  Their  allowances  are  more  than  4h?  earnings  of 
t^e  mechanic  or  labourer.  The  soldier*s  .life  is  deemed 
hooourable  in  China,,  so  that  there. is  no  occa^on  to  have 
recourse  to  fr^ud  or  force  to  recruit  the  armies.  When 
the  high  road  was  near  the  river,  military  posts  were  passed 
dtiily.  This  road,  was  good,  but  narrow.  Eew.  carriages 
wefe  observed,  and  none  witii  more  than  two  wheels,  and 
tlicy  were  all  without  spiii)g$*  Gcmkmen  usually  travel 
on  horseback;  and  the  hidies  are.  generally  curried  in  co- 
vered litters,  pendant  beiwcpn  horses  or  mules,  .  Tlu2>c, 
however,  were  seldom  usecj,  except  when  the  distance  Vas 
short,  or  far  fjom  rivers  and  canals. 

What  is  asserted  by  old  travellers  of  "  cany  waggons 
with  sails,*'  used  by  the  Chinese,  is  oiill  true  in  soine  de- 
gree :  ihiry  ure  small  bain  boo  cans,  or  double  Liarrows, 
h<iving  a  large  wheel  bclwcen  thcni.  When  the  wind  is 
uofavourahle,  ii  is  drawn  by  a  man,'  properly  harnessed; 
iThife^uorher,  bchirtd^kcei^sic^ steady,  audheips  it  lorwaid. 
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The  latotir  of  the  first  is  saved  when  the  wind  is  favoura.* 
ble.  The  sail  is  only  a  mat^  suspended  between  two  poles 
which  rise  from  each  ^ide  of 'the  cart,  consequently  it  caa 
t>e  of  no  oth^r  use  than  in  going  before  the  wind. 

The  bridges  which  were  seen  along  the  river  appeared 
to  be  well  construfted.  .  None  were  thrown  over  it^  but 
many  ttone  onca  were  ereAed  across  its  branches,  and  thd 
canals.  In  one  place  w«re  the  remains  of  a  bridge  which 
shewed  that  an  imindation  had  carried  part  of  it  away. 
A  palace  stood  hear  to  i(ia  a  garden,  surrdunded  by  a  wall, 
having  a  treble  gatefiiciitg  the  water;  It  was  said  ti>fae 
tlie  occasicmal  residence  of  some  of  the  Imperial  family* 
No  private  houses  were  adorned  for  pleasure:  Large 
buildings  were  stated'  to  be  buik  for  the  pub]i<i  use ;  or  for 
the  abode  of  a-  man  in  .ofiice.*  If  there  were  any  who 
enjoyed  paternal  property,  diey  certainly  made  no  osteftta* 
>tioU8  shew  of  it.  '  ' 
'  A  cloud  had  scarcely  .been  seen  in  China  since  the  em- 
bassy entered  it,  nor  a  hillock;  till  the  founh  day  after 
quitting  Tien- sing,  wbea*  some  lofty  mountains  were 
seen  from  thc^N.  W.  .^  Two  days  after,  or  Aug.  r6th,  die 
vessels  anchoredwithin  twelve  mili»  of  Pekin,  and  about 
halfa  mile  from  Tong-choe-feo,  where  the -river  ceoeed 
to  be  navigable,  except  for*hoat$.  From  Tien..$ing  to'^fhif 
place  the  ^ance  is  about  ftinetymib^.  -        • 

The  Lion  and  Hiodostan  remained  hpt  a  short  time  in 
the  gulph^  but  while  they  lay  at  anchor  there  the  follow-* 
ing  observations  were  made.       . 

The  latitude  of  the .  anchorage  38  dcg.  51  min.  30 
ftcc.  N.  Longitude  by  time•^ keeper  .117  deg.  50 -min. 
£....«Ditto,by  tlK  mean  of  different  observations  of  ihesim 
and  moon,  July  ft9th>  iiS-deg»  7  min.  E.-f-Mean  of  obi 
ficrvaiions  ot  the  two  days  il8  deg.  z  min.  30  s^ec.  E.— 
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Varidtion  of  the  coippaw,  Jvly  gyth,  i  d«g.  30  lec  W-^ 
Picto  on  the  ^8(h  i  (kg»  90  mio.  >V««-Lautudc  of  the 
Sandy  lilapdi  m  the  {uipb,  called  *by  tbo  pilot  Sia^loo* 
poo-tien,  Sfdega  min*  N.^^Loqgiiudebyih^  cim^kcrpcr 
1 1 8  ck^*  40  inin.  C.«^L»tuud»  of  the  eairftnce  ^  d»  Pei- 
bo  fiver,  39  ikg,  o  mia.  N» 

l^b?  ti<Je<  roft  and  fell  9^  the  msfiheng/^  eight  cr  nioa 
fMt  ^beir  ebbing  ^od  lowing  was  iricgvlar,  andfram 
all  pointa  of  tbecompai;  i.  |ba  straogtb  of  tiie  flood,  bow* 
ever,  waa  frooa  the  S.  £.  and  that  of  the  ebb  from  the  N. 
W«ii^Ailf\iit  6th  being  iww  moon,  the  flobd  mada-at  9  h. 
40  min  in  tbc  caofaing  1  it  toae  tea  feet>  and  wms  b^- 
water  at  one  oVU>ck«  coittiniiing  wktSbut  a  change  dll  feor 
in  tha  afternoon*  The  wind  waa  E.  aad  aioderate.  Thoe 
ciiciimiuncaa  ware  noticed  with  peat  caie,  aa  gratify  a 
fbieiga  amronomer,  who  wiihed  to  haute  the  fa^  aaccr- 
taiocd,  that  he  might  finish  a  new  theory  of  the  tides. 

Tho  Aipa  sailed  Aif[vst  fith,  and  doaied  the  atrais  of 
Mi-a-tao  th^  laA*  N«n»vous  junba  ac^oiiiaiBed  them, 
ao»f»  having  four  nsaaia,  which,  hanngao  dttxmdsr  wcioa 
iiccd  by  a  strong  step  10  the  keabon,  and  keps  fom  aboia 
by  wedges  driven  in  at  the  paitaeia.  The  saik  of  cone 
wc«a  i>f  matiiaig  and  others  of  cottoo.  Moat  of  the  cahks 
Mre  of  hstnpi  and  wall  madas.  Only  the  smaHeit  of  diesB 
went  tluough  the  snjit  i  the  test  went  to  the  aoohwaid  af 
die  Mi-a-taa  Islapds,  M  Ton-ebooribo  a  lAeral  sopply 
of  provisions  and  live-siock  wa^  obtahmi  Froaa  ibeace 
the  Commander  proceeded  to  Kairraaa^-awi  hay,  saasetiijics 
called  2cu«»a-tao,  where  he  atmad  the  ijth,  and  **faoai 
it  snfficiendy  aecuie  6901  aU  paintt  far  a  w^Uforaaad  ship 
In  winter  in,  being  aitttasiva,  and  the  water  from  nne  m 
frpia  fubofiBSy  dw  grcNwd  toi^  and  vary  hoMiog.*^ 
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7ire  wood  and  fresh  water  could  not  be  had  near  the 
bay,  and  the  difficuky  of  getting  these  necessary  articles 
might  have  injured  the  health  of  his  debilitated  crew.  Be- 
sides, the  face  of  die  country  was  uopDomising,  and  the. 
people;  were  poor,  from  whence  it  seemed  not  likely  that 
the  sick  could  be  supplied  tb^re  with  nnrcssidries*  It  w^ 
resolved  upon  therefore  to  go  to  Chu^sap. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

EMBASSY  DISEMBARKS  mSAIL  TONG-CHOO-FOO.    GOES  THROUGH 
PEKIN  TO  A  PALACE  IN  ITS  VICINITY*    RETCRNS  TO  FEKIN. 

As  the  Pei-ho  ceased  to  be  navigable  for  the  yachts  ae 
Tong-choo-foo,  where  they  were  now  arrived,  a  tcntpie 
was  prepared  there  to  accommodate  the  persons  belonging 
to' the  embassy.  The  baggage  and  presents  were  placed 
in  two  buildings  erected  on  purpose,  made  of  bamboos,  and 
covered  with  matting,  to  keep  out  the  rain.  Each  of  these 
was  above  two  hundred  feet  long.  They  stood  opposite 
to  each  other,  enclosed  by  a  strong  fence,  and  with  gates 
at  the  extremities.  Guards  were  sritipned'  round  the  place, 
and  notices'  were  puf  up  to  prohibif^K  persons  from  com* 
ing  near  with  fire.  These  ^orc -houses  ^eigf  finished  in 
a  few  hours,  and  the  lading  of  thirty  vessels  belonging  to 
the  embassy  was  safely  deposited  in  them  in  one  day.  But 
it  must  be  ol)served,  that  both  men  and  materials  in  Chin^ 
are  at  the  Emperor's  disposal.  Besides  this,  the  people 
worked  with  alacrity  and  cheerfulness,  as  if  confident  of  an 
adequate  recompcnce. 

The  temple  appropriated  for  the  reception  of  his  Ex- 
cellency and  suite,  had  been  founded  by  some  rich  bigot, 
many  ages  ago,  to  support  twelve  priests  of  the  religion 
of  Fo,  which  is  the  most  prevalent  in  the  empire.  This 
building  is  now  occasionally  made  use  of  as  a  choultry, 
where  travellers  of  distindtion,  going  on  the  pubBc  service, 
are  lodged.  This  temple  contained  a  figure  representing 
Pi  evidence  in  a  female  form,  holding  in  her  hand  a  circu- 
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lar  plat€9  with  aa  eye  painted  on  it.    This  figure  bad  both 
grace  snd  dignity.  t 

.  Mr.  Hkkei^  who  has  been  already  meadoned,  give» 
the  following  description  of  this  building:  **  It  stands 
on  a  gently  rising  ground,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river* 
sear  to  the  suburbs  of  Tong-choo*foo»  and  is  suirounded 
with  a  tigh  wall,  in  which  a  litd^  door,  opposite  to  the 
river,  was  guarded  by  soldiers ;  before  it  was  a  tent,  in 
which  was  a  band  of  music,  to  entertain  the  Embassador 
or  any  of  his  suite  that  might  come  that  way.  From  thty 
door,  through  several  court-yards  and  low  buildings,  for 
domestic  purposes,  a  passage  led  to  the  rdigious  parts  of 
the  edifice.  Xhcse  were  separated  from  the  others  by  ^' 
wall,  in  which  was  a  circular  opening;  beyond  which 
A^erc  two  places  of  worship,  opposite  to  each  others  be- 
tween them  lay  a  spacious  arc^,  and  in  front  of  each  was 
a  jiortico,  supported  by  pillars  of  wood,  painted  red,  and 
yarni$h<;d.  The  diameters  of  tlie  pillars  were  small  in 
proporfion  t^  their  length :  and  they  tapered  sliglitly  from 
die  bs^  to  the  capital,  which  had  but;  litde  ornament  ex«> 
cept  gilding.^  The  base  rested  upon  the  floor.  The  hal)s 
of  woiship  were  of  the  height  of  the  fabric,'  diewing  the 
rafters  of  the  roof,  in  t^u^se  were  several  statues  of  n!iale 
and  female  deities,  some  of  porcelain,  aiid  others  of  wood, 
(Carved,  aad  indifierendy  painted.'' 

The  train  of  the  Emba.^sador  took  up  the  greatest  part  of 
the  temple,  and  one  priest  only  retnained,  to-  watch  the  lanvps 
Qt  the  shrine,  and  to  receive  the  orders  of  his  Excellency,  th# 
xcsL  having  retired  to. a  neighbouring  monastery,  but  they 
reiurhed  to  the  hails  of  worship  at  regular  hours.  The 
rooms  they  lett  were  comfortable^Vom  their  coolness.  At 
one  end  of  each  was  a  boarded  platform,  raised  a  little  above 
a  foul  f:  001.  die  floor.     The  oniy  bedding  oq  these  ^lac- 
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AMitit  was  a  tbkk  woolkft  ctoAiy  flMt  wiifeiii  1M  M6d^ 
ling  felt  for  hats,  and  a  cushion ;  and,  ind9ed»  fadr  dx  ii 
imA  thtfMg^KKn  Chioa,  atkiit  aitxn^  t|||  Vmk  ttsks, 
<«rtio  am  aCcuBComed  to  wear  at  mgfac  a  great  part  of  the 
«lMi  which  the?  had  of»  io  the  day* 
.  Thefti»ittnMlBbe)Mgicigio  dieheadl»ofdici]i0ttasm 
wtre  altoned  to  the^hief  ^rscnis  of  the  embaisy.  |a  ime 
of  the  other  roooss  sisoiponasnd  scolotMmlraa  wei«  soAret 
to  remaia  wkhoot  dinnrbaoce*  Soilfee  geiakifiMi  of  die 
embassy  were  alaroaodon  seeing  these  inseAs  'm  (heir  M« 
ofaamber^  and  upon  Jheir  cloches.  Btt  thair  fear  ButooM 
the  dBUoger  s  these  aniioils  sehkmi  colMiit  imchieff  sod 
none  was  sostaioed  (torn  them  in  Cha  pifseui  iastance^ 
The  heal  of  the  westher^  howe?er,  w«B  very  iMonveaienl. 
The  iherniomeier  rose  in  the  shade  to  H^digrca  i  hot  a 
contrivance  was  farmed-  ta  avoid  its  viodetiee  in  the  o{«ii 
courts^  by  stTctchiog  canvaa  sheett  horixofltaily  between  tiie 
fid^  of  the  roais,  and  cords  weie  so  fastened  to  the  can- 
vas that  persons  beneath  could  niove  it  any  |pay,  to  admit 
the  air  into  .the  places  from  whence  the  sun  soccisaivdy 
wiihdiea^. 

A  most  substantial  banqnet  was  given  to  all  ibe  .fttiooai 
belonging  to  die  embassy  6n  the  inonsing  aA«r  thefrarviva)^ 
Though  tea  accompanies  or  suocedis  every  fooslv  it  ir  not 
made  the  chief  part  of  any.  The  tables  wese  laid  out  ia 
the  vacant  parts  of  the  new  &4ore«houses^  as  t»  other  cover- 
ed (Jace  was  large  enough.  It  appean  that  the  CMnese 
^etiquette  is  such»  that  when  any  extraordinary  mark  of  re« 
'  spcA  is  intended  to  any  person^  all  his  attendanis  nMKt  be 
included.  And  in\itations  to  a  feast  are  detuned  saessea- 
tiai  to  true  politenesa,  dx^t  though  the  Empevors  hospita* 
lity  rendered  them  needless,  yet  on  die  present  occasicm  they 
vi^ere  considered  as  indispcosablc*.  ^    .« 
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l^orrtbert  df  booths  wert  er^led-on  (he  swadf  beach»  ia 
Which  vafiquli  articles,  but  eh?eAy  fruiti  and  liquors,  were 

Exposed  OT  SiiVk  These  boodfe  were  Square,  covered  with 
canvas,  sup}>orCed  in^  the  fbiddle  by  a  ptAe  f>)aced  ki  tbtf 
ground.  Fire^  for  dressifig  viftuaU  ^er^  kicldkd  hi  th<r 
open  a  if,  arid  fire-engines  were  ready  in  ease  of  accidents. 
The  cotKStrofHon  of  these  was  similar  to  that  of  Enropean 
engines,  fronK  wbemfe  they  are  said,  indeed,  to  have  beeir 
originally  kitrdduced  into  China, « since  the  gresit  fire  a^ 
Canton  when  Lord  Anson  was  diere,  v^hen  tliet):  ote,  by 

'  kts  mch,  was  very  SDccessful.  It  i«  likely  that  other  Etf- 
fopean  inventions  and'cohvenieaces  wHi  be  received  by  tbd 
Chinese  wlienever  there  sliall  be  a  freer  intercourse  with 
th<^  ;  aftd  the  exp6ttation  of  such  articles  alone  from  diif 
coihYtry  must  greatly  encrease  its  trade. 

Since  the  entrance  of  tlie  embassy  iiAo  China,  not  on9 
person  dressed  as  a  beggar  had  been  seen,  oV  a  person  ask* 
ing  charity.  Numbers  appeared  to  be  in  an  indigent  state, 
but  noiie  were  under  the  necessity  of  prafkising  the  ^n  of 
craving  the  benevolence  of  strangers.  .1  his  was  not,  in- 
deed, one  of  the.  seasons  of  famine,  when  tlie  peasant  k 
driven^  to  the  necessity  of  robbing  to  procure  food.  At 
those  times  the  Emperor  always  interposes,  opening  his 
granaries,  remitting  his  taxes  to  the  distressed,  and  assist* 
ing  chem  to  retrieve  their  aiFdiis :  it  is  then  that  he  appear! 
to  his  stibjeds  as  truly  the  Vicegerent  of  Rpaven;  and 
he  is  sensible  how  much  more  strongly  he  hereby  holds  Ins 

..  absolute  sway  than  he  could  by  the  dread  of  punishments 
In  fa^,  he  claims  the  exclusive  right  of  benevolence  to 
his  subje£ls  on  fhese  occasions,  for  he  not  onty  rejeflod, 
but  was  dispiciisKl  with  the  offer  of  some  iiferchants  to 
coatribuce  to  the  relief. of  a  suiTering  prc>V4uce.     At  thd 
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same  time  he  accepted  (he  gift  of  a  rich  widow  towudi 
the  expences  of  the  Thibet  war. 

As  the  Maodarioes  had  insisted  od  putting  Ui  die  Em- 
'peror's  accoont  some  articles  whidi  they  had  bought  for 
ohe  or  two  gendemen  of  the  embassy,  a  party  went  to 
purchase  some  trifles  for  themselvipi^  in  the  adjacent  city. 
They  were  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Mandarines, 
particularly  by  Van*ta-zhin,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
place*    The  suburb  is  large,  Endnotes  the  great  encrease 
of  Tong-dioo-foo  since  the  walls  were  ere£ted  which  sur- 
round the  original  city.    These  are  of  brick,  and  higher 
than  the  enclosed  houses,  which  are  roosdy  of  wood.    On 
9he  side,  the  river  runs  close  to  the  walls,  and  on  the  other 
there  is. a  broad  ditch.    No  guns  were  on  the  ramparts, 
but  some  swivels  stood  upright  near  the  g^tes.    The  chief 
streets  were  straight,  paved  with  broad  stones,  and  having 
an  elevated  foot-path  on  each  side.    There  was  an  awn* 
ing  across  the  streets  to  shade  them  from  the  sun.    Many 
of  the  labouring  people  were  naked  above  the  waist. 
There  were  several  store-house^,  filled  widi  difllerent  soru 
of  grain;  of  which  a  supply  is  said  to  be  always  kept  in 
readiness  for  the  use  of  the  capital.    In  front  of  most  of 
the  houses  were  shops,  or  working  rooms.     The  outside 
pf  the  shops  was  highly  painted  and  gilt^  with  rich  ensigns 
before  them,  and  long  labels  to  attra  A  customers.^    Amoi^ 
other  articles  of  traffic,  Avere  jea,  silks,  and  porcelain, 
brought  from  tlie  south,  and  furs  from  Tartary,  and  a  few 
English  cl6tbs. 

TJie  appearance  of  th?  strangers  suspended  the  employ* 
(nents  of  the  people.  Those  Europeans  who  had  hitherto 
travelled  this  way,  had  been  dressed  in  the  stile  of  the 
(Tountry,  and  had  permitted  their  beards  to  grow  as  the 
<J!hiQ!cst.    I'he  garments,  and  smooth  faces  of'  the  present 
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travdlersy  of  course,  exhibited  a  novel  spediacle.  But  the 
greatest  astonishment  was  excited  by  a  Uack  servanti  who 
had  been  hired  at  Batavia.  His  sable  hue,  woolly  bead, 
and  negroe  features,  were  entirely  new  io  this  part  of 
China,  and  led  some  of  the  beholders  to  question  wheAer 
he  was  of  the  human  species  or  not ;  an<^the  children  cried 
out  that  he  was  a  fan-^eey  i.  e.  a  black  dasmon.  The 
good  humour  of  his  countenance^  however,  soon  removed 
dislike  and  fear. 

On  several  of  the  houses  was  drawn  die  projeftion  of  9 
lunar  ecUpse  which  was  soon  to  happen.  Observations  of 
the  heavens  naturally  interest  the  inhabitants  of  9  climate 
like  this,  and  the  superstition  of  astrology  follows  as  a 
matter  of  course.  The  periods  of  eclipses,  therefore,  must 
becom<i  an  objeA  of  attention  and  solicitude ;  and  the  Go* 
vemment  has  converted  the  people's  prejudices  to  its  owa 
interest,  by  exclusively  procuring  scientific  communication 
on  this  subJetS.  Such  communication  is  afterwards  so- 
lemnly announced  to  the  people.  The  Chinese  have  ever 
regarded  a  solar  eclipse  as  portentous  of  imminent  evil ;  and 
as  they  believe  that  their  welfare  is  greatly  owing  to  the 
wisdom  and  virtues  of  their  monarch,  so  they  are  apt  to 
charge  his  deficiency  with  any  thing  which  they  imagine  to 
forbode  disaster.  In  cohsequence  of  this  prejudice,  the 
Emperor  never  undertakes  any  affair  of  moment  at  the 
approach  of  such  an  eclipse,  but  keeps  retired  even  from 
his  courtiers,  affedling  to  examine  into  his  condu^  for 
which  the  eclipse  may  be  a  reproof,  and  soliciting  the  free 
counsel  of  .his  subjeds. 

Some  of  the  Mandarines  who  ^ent  with  the  gentlemen 
on'  the  present  excursion,  were  acquainted  with  the  nature 
of  eclipses.  They  knew  also  that  they  were  calculated  by 
Europeans  at  the  Imperial  Court,  but  they  believed  that 
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their  own  pountrymcn  vftrc  equally,  skilful.  'It  is  truCf^ 
che^  wisre  patient  and  regular  observers  among  the  Chi- 
nese, bu|t  they  had  so  little  knowledge  of  calc^ation  that.' 
few  were  acquainted  even  with  the  sipiplest  principles  of 
4rithm0tic.  In  the  shops,  entries  were  made  of  the  articles 
spid,  apd  the  several  prices  were  expressed  in  Chinese 
words.  They  have  no  figures  like  the  Arabjcj  by  which 
the  usual  operations  pf  arithmetic  are  performed.  In-caJco* 
iating  they  use  a  msTchine  caQed  a  swan-pUffy  in  whicii  bails 
arft  strung  en  wires,  in  separate  columns^  and  arranged  on 
the  plap  of  the  Arabic  figures ;  those  ip  the  tirst  column,  to 
the  right,  signifying  units^  wid)  a  decuple  progression  of  di$ 
others  from  right  to  left. 

The  Chinese  simplify  d^eir  computation  by  decimaDy 
multiplying  ^nd  subdividing  quantities  and  measures.  For 
ipstance,  a  Uang^  which  is  equivalent  to  an  ounce  of  silver, 
is  subdivided  into  ten  chcn^  this  again  into  vv^/pt^  and  tho 
Jfn  into  ten  lei.  The  subdivisions  of  money  go  still  lower, 
but  always  in  a  decimal  proportion.  Ale^,  or  one  tliousandtb 
part  of  a  lean^^  ii  a  round  coip  of  base  copper,  with  a  beds 
in  the  middle,  for  the  purpose  of  being  strung  on  a  thread, 
.  so  that  tens  and  multiples  of  tens  pass  together,  though 
sometimesT  a  lesser  number  un^trtmg  is  transferred.  1  bis 
coin  is  ,very  useful  to  the  lower  sorts  t>f  people^  In  every 
town  there  are  public  bouses,  in  which  tea  is  sold,  also 
along  the  public  roads,  and  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and 
canals.  A  cup  is  sold  for  a  leCf  and  it  is  common  to  see 
the  loaded  traveller  lay  down  his  burdeui  take,  a  cup  of 
^arra  tea,  and  proceed  refreshed  on  his  journey.  These 
ka^  or  coUefUvely  cAen^  are  in  reality  d»e  only  standard  of 
Chipese  coin.  Silver  here  is  more  properly  an.aiticl^  of 
trafEc.  No  coin  is  made  of  it,  but  large  payments  are 
made  with  lutnps  in  the  qcad)^  utate  i^  y^l^d^  dipy  capie  out 
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of  the  crucibles,  having  a  ^ngle  stamp  upon  e^h^  to  noie 
its  weight,  whi9h  is  chiefly  ten  ounces. 

The  value  of  silver  money  varies  aoconttag  to  the  qqan- 
tity  issued  from  the  Imperial  treasury.  Spanish  dollars  are 
common  in  every  part  of  Asia«  Gold  rarely  appears  in 
commercial  transa£tions»  though  it  is  occasionally  used  for  v 
luxurious  purposes.  The  val^js  of  silver  has  generally 
borne  a  greater  proportion  to  that  of  gold  in  China  than  in 
Europe^  except  where  the  demahd  for  the  latter,  by  fbreign 
liierchantSy  has  raised  its  rate.  This  is  said  to  have  hap- 
pened also  from  the  amazing  quantity  used  in  adorning  the 
X'ama  temples  creded  by  the  Emperor* 

When  an  Emperor  dies,  the  coin  bearing  his  n^me  les- 
ions iqi  value.     Specimens  of  very  antient  coins  are  cojyunon. 
A  .series  of  these  must  confirm  their  history ;  and  one, 
ihough  not  complete!  y^  goiog  beyond  tlie  Christian  aera» 
has  been  brought  to  Europe.    The  Emperors  have  becti 
all  anxious  to  convey  their  na^des  and  exploits  to  posterity 
by  the  most  lasting  morvuments ;  but  every  dynasty,  or  new 
family  mounting  the  throt^e,  has  beea  careful  not  only  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  branches  of  the  former  race,  but  to  level  the 
^ifices  cre(3ed  to  their  memory.^  The  antieot  mcmuments, 
therefore,  bear  rio  vestiges  of  the  persons  by  whom  they  were 
built.    There  is  a  very  old  one  at  Tong-choo-foo,  but  so 
placed  as  to  serve  neither  for  ornament  nor  use.  This  struc* 
tvre  is  of  brick*  and  resembles  a  pagoda-     It  couM  not 
have  been  intended  for  a  place  of  worship,  being,  though 
of  great  diameter,  quite  solid  in  .thei  first  two  stories,  and 
there  does  not^appear  to  have  beea  a  door  or  window  in 
either.    The  third  has  a  door,  but  there  are  do  remains  of 
steps  to  it.     There  are  eleven  stories  in  all,  but  out  of  ipany 
parts  of  them  weeds  and  shrubs-  are  growing.    This  edi- 
fice, in  all  probability,  was  built  before  Tong-choo- loo 
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existed,  or  perhaps  the  great  wall  itself,  and  was  designed  ibr 
a  watch-tower,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Tartan. 
There  are  several  kinds  of  pagodas  in  China,  and  appro- 
priated to  different  uses,  but  none  to  religidus  purposes.  The 
temples  devoted  to  religious  worship  differ  but  little  in  height 
from  the  ordinary  houses,  as  in  the  temporary  abode  of  the 
Embassador,  ne^ar  Tong-*choo-f6o.  The  presence  of  the 
strangers  did  not  withhold  the  people  from  their  devotion. 
Tha  Chinese  interpreter,  who  was  a  zealous  Roman  Ca* 
tholic  and  a  priest,  could  not  see  without  concern  the  Eng« 
lish  examining  the  images,  and  observing  the  ceremonies 
of  the  religion  of  Fo,  being  apprehensive  that  they  might 
be  apt  to  compare  its  outward  forms  with  those  of  his 
church.  That  resemblance  had,  indeed,  appeared  so  strike 
ing,  that  some  former  Missionaries  could  not  help  conjec- 
turing that  the  Chinese  must  have  received  some  glimpse  of 
Christianity  from  the  Nestorians  through  Tartary  ;  others 
fancied  that  St.  Thomas  the  Apostle  had  been  here;  but 
father  Premare  supposed  that  the  devil  had  contrived  it  to 
shame  the  Jesuits.  It  was  observed  by  one  that  there  is  so 
great  an  apparent  likeness  between  the  worship  of  some  of 
the  priests  of  Fo  and  the  Romish  form,  that  a  Chinese,  on 
entering  the  church  of  the  latter,  might  fancy  himself  in  one 
of  his  own  temples.  On  a  Chinese  altar,  behind  a  screen, 
may  be  seen  a  representation  in  the  person  of  Shin -moo, 
or  the  sacred  Mother^  sitting  widi  a  child  in  her  arms,  and 
a  glory  round  her  head,  with  lights  constantly  burning  be- 
fore it.  It  would  be  difficult  to  separate  the  idea  of  this  from 
that  of  I  he  Virgin  Mother.  The  gowns  of  the  Ho-shaungs, 
or  priests  of  Fo,  fastened  with  cords  round  the  middle, 
would  well  suit  the  friars  of  the  Franciscan  order.  They 
reside  also,  like  them',  in  a  monastery,  lead  single  lives,  en- 
dure penance,  and  perform  fasting. 
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But  the  Chinese  temples  abound  with  more  una^  thaa 
the  Catholic  churches  in  general ;  and  some  of  them  have 
a  greater  affinity  to  the  religion  of  antient  than  modera 
Rome. .  One  female  figure,  somewhat  resembling  Lucina^ 
was  addressed  by  young  women  wantmg  husbands,  and  mar- 
ried women  wanting  children.  As  the  do&xinc  of  Fo  ad* 
mits  of  various  inferior  deities,  suited  to  the  several  wishes 
of  mep,  it  naturally  spreads  among  those  clasKS  of  men  whs 
are  dissatisfied  with  their  present  condition.  The  Govern* 
ment  does  not  interpose  to  restrain  its  progress,  prohibiting  no 
belief  which  is  not  supposed  to  zffeGt  the  public  tranquillity. 

A  state  religion  is  unknown  in  Chuia*  None  is  parti* 
cularly  encouraged.  The  Emperor  is  of  one  religion ;  se* 
veral  of  the  Mandarines  of  another ;  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  common  people  are  of  flie  religion  of  Fo.  The 
common  people  are  extremely  addicted  to  superstition,  fie^ 
tides  the  stated  religious  offices  performed  by  priests^and 
females,  the  tediples  are  visited  by  the  devotees  of  Fo,  be* 
foiv  they  begin  any  business  of  moment.  The  Deity  must 
be  consulted  on  all  affairs  of  importance;  and  the  mannec 
of  doing  it  is  various.  Some  take  several  consecratedsticks, 
with  difierent  marks  and  numbers,  which  are  shaken  in  ^ 
hollow  bamboo,  before  the  altar ;  that  which  fiills  is  exa* 
mined,  and  its  mark  compared  with  a  correspondent  one  m 
a  book  displayed  by  the  priest;  but  sometiiues  ii  is  written  on 
a  sheet  of  paper  fixed  up  on  the  inside  pfthe  temple-  Others 
throw  polygonal  pieces  of  wood  into  the  air,  having  a  mark 
on  each  side,  and  that  which  happens  to  be  upperoiust, 
when  it  lies  on  the  ground,  is  referred  to  the  book  in  the 
tame  manner  as  the  former.  Should  the  first  throw  be  fa-: 
-vourable,  the  consulter  expresses  his  gratitude,  and  goes 
about  his  business  with  pleasure.  But  should  ii  be  other- 
\irise,  he  tries  again,,  and  the  ihird  cast  settles  the  question. 
In  other  matters  the  priests  are  buf  little  regarded,  though 
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the  tein(»ks  staud  alted^s  opert  for  those  who  wish  to  con- 
^C  the  oracks  <rf  Fate.  When  it  fiivourt  their  wishes  they 
ttc  gftftefbl,  but  they  iiidre  ffcquent^y  cast  lots  to  learh  the 
eVeeit  oftfomeenterpfFsa,  than  to  pethiun  for  its  success; 
and  their  worship  lies  more  in  praise  than  prayer.  The 
Chinese  ittgeticral  restmlti  their  religious  views  to  tetnpo-* 
ral  objefls.  Yet  the  metempsychosis  is  held  by  the  follow- 
ers of  Fo ;  and  thfe  religion  promised  bliss  hereafter  to*  the 
people  oh  the  performance  of  mora^  duties ;  hut  contribu- 
ttoriS  for  the  trtdiian  of  temples,  the  support  of  priests,  and 
th«  observance  of  pCctiliar  ceremonies,  are  too  frequently 
accepted  in  the  room  of  them.  Tliose  who  n^gltSt  these 
Substitutes  for  morality  are  threatened  with  passing  into  the 
bodies  of  the  meatKe'si.  animafs  after  death. 

As  the  English  were  attending  tb  the  religious  usages  of 
the  Chinese,  a  circumstance  happened  that  gavcthc  latter 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  an  European  ceremony  of  religion. 
This  was  the  funeral  of  a  man  belonging  to  the  Embassy. 
He  was  a  very  ingenious  artizan  in  brass  and  other  mcr 
tals.  He  originally  came  from  Birmingham,  and  settled  iri 
London,  where  he  was  doing  well,  when  the  intelligence  of 
the  present  mission  excited  in  him  a  desire  to  accompany  it. 
He  fancied  that  many  things  might  be  leirftt  at  Pekrn,  the* 
knowledge  of  which  would  enable  him  to  do  great  .things 
for  his  family ;  particularly  a  sort  oftinsel,  that  never  tar- 
nishes,  or  at  least  that  keeps  without  tarnishing  longer  thai^ 
any  made  in  Europe.'  He  had  no  idea  of  enjoying  the  be- 
nefit of  such  discoveries  himself  for  any  length  of  timCy 
being  of  a  weak  constitution,  and  past  the  meridian  of  life. 
But  he  gladly  undertook  a  long  and  dangerous  voyage,  that 
he  might  be  able  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  children. 
At  Madeira  the  Embassador  seeing  a  failure  in  his  health, 
advised' him  to  return;  but  lie  was  set  on  his  projed. 
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Though  he  was  attacked  by  the  epidemical  diseases  of  the 
"  voyage;,  which  carried  off  many  Jroung  and  strong  persons^ 
he  yec  held  out  till  wiihin  a  day's  journey  of  the  capital. 
His  constitution  could  hold  out  no  longer,  and  he  fell  aVic* 
tim  to  parental  tenderness.  He  was  a  temperate,  honesty 
and  quiet  man^  of  meek. and  decent  carriage;  and  all  his 
fello\Xr  travellers  sincerely  regretted  him.  His  name  was 
Eades. '  The  funeral  was  attended  by  almost  all  the  per- 
sons belonging  to^the  embassy,  and  by  great  numl)cr$  of 
Chinese.  The  roost  solemn  forms  were  observed,  not  only 
in  respe(El  to  the  deceased,  but  to  impress  the  Chinese  with 
favourable  ideas  of  the  English,  as  they  are  disposed  to  con* 
sider  any  slight  on  such  an  occasion  as  a  mark  of  barba<« 
rism  and  inhumanity. 

The  cQj'pse  was  interred  in  a  Chinese  burying  ground^ 
near  the  great  road  leading  from  Tong-choo-foo,  amidst 
several  tombs,  interspersed  with  cypress  trees.     TlKreare 
no  temples  near  the  Chinese  cemeteries,  which  are  coQse« 
crated  only  by  the  veneration  which  the  people  have  for 
the  remains  of  thtir  forefathers.     These  depositories  are  pre- 
served with  great  care.  The  friends  of  the  deceased  visit  them 
yearly,  to  repair  any  jiccidcnts  which  may  have  happened, 
and  to  remove  the  weeds  that  have  grown,  and  the  dirt  that 
may  have  gathered  over  the  graves  of  their  friends.     These 
dormitories  are  never  wantonly  disturbed?  as  the  meanest 
of  the  people  will  respedt  what  bears  the  appearance  of  a 
grave. 

The  .country  round  Tong-choo-foo  is  level  and  fertile, 
for  manj  miles.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  were  accommo- 
dated with  horses  for  their  pleasure.  Though  they  were 
strong  and  bony,  jet  no  care  seems  to  have  been  paid  to 
their  breed.  Mules  are  in.greater,request,  and  dearer  than 
horses,  as  requiring  Jess  food  and  enduring  more  labour^ 
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Several  of  the  horses  were  spotted  like  a  leopard,  and  this 
race  b  imagined  to  l>e  had,  among  other  means,  by  crossing 
those  of  contrary  colours.  The  saddle  furniture  was  very  bad. 
In  the  course  of  the  excursion  several  Chinese  were  met  on 
horseback,  who,  on  coming  up  with  the  Englishmen,  alight- 
ed to  shew  their  respe£t.  This  custom  is  observed  in 
other  parts  of  the  east  The  Governor  and  Coansdlors 
at  Batavia  txa&  this  sort  of  homage  from  all  the  residents 
in  that  settlement.  In  fadi,  it  appeared  that  China  leads 
the  fashion  in  all  the  adjacent  countries,  and  the  distio£lion 
of.  yellow  assumed  by  the  Emperor  is  also  affected  by  aU 
the  Princes  in  the  eastern  part  of  Asia. 

There  is  a  mixture  of  eastern  and  western  customs  in 
China.  Thus,  near  Tong-choo-foo,  it  being  harvest 
time,  the  com  was  observed  sometimes  to  be  threshed  out 
with  the  flail  as  in  Europe,  and  at  others  pressed  out  by 
cattle  treading  on  the  siieaf.  The  Chinese  also  move  a 
roller  over  it  For  these  purposes  a  floor  of  hard  earth 
and  sand  is  made  out  of  doors.  In  winnowing  their  com, 
the  Chinese  have  always  used  a  machine  exactly  like  that 
which  has  been  adopted  in  Europe  within  this  century 
and  dierefore  in  all  probability  it  has  been  derived  from 
them. 

The  autumn  crop  at  this  place  consisted  of  Indian  com 
and  small  millet.  As  there  were  but  few  cattle,  there  were 
not  many  inclosures.  Scarcely  any  fields  were  seen  ia 
pasturage.  The  animals,  as  well  for  food  as  labour,  were 
mostly  fed  in  stalls,  and  fodder  gathered  for  them.  The 
horses  chiefly  subsisted  on  beans,  and  the,  finest  straw  cut 
iniall.  The  roots  of  corn  and  coarsest  stems  were  often 
left  to  rot  on  the  ground  to  serve  as  manure. 

The  cottagers  of  the  peasants  were  irregularly  scattered^ 
and  appeared  to  be  clean  and  convenient,  without  fences  or 
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gates. '  Robbery  is  represented  as  a  very  fare  crime,  though 
its  punishment  is  not  capital,  unless  violence  has  been  used 
in  the  perpetration  of  it;  The  wives  oFthe»peasanls  have 
not  only  the  care  of  domestic  concerns,  but  work  at  every 
trade  that  can  be  carried  on  within  doors.  They  redr  silk- 
worms, spin  the  cotton,  and  afterwards  weave  it  inH>  cloth-. 
Tfet  even  these  injure  their- health,  by  the  preposterous 
fashion  of  cripling  and  disfiguring  their  feet. 

Though  tlie  women  are  of  such  sei-vice  to  their  hus* 
bands,  the  latter  hold  them  in  the  most  abje£l  submission, 
obliging  them  to  wait  at  table  as  servants.     This  authority, 
however,  is  meliorated  by  the  rules  of  gentleness  inculcated 
from  infancy  among  the  very  lowest  orders  of  society.  The 
elder  branches  always  reside  with  the  young  ones  of  the 
family,  and  thereby  serve  to  restrain  them  within  the  bounds 
of  moderation.     The  influence  of  age  over  youth  is  not 
only  maintained  by  nature,  and  by  habit,  but  by  the  law 
of  the  couritry,  and  by  the  policy  of  parents.     Moral  apo-  • 
thegms  are  fixed  up  in  the  common  room  where  all  the 
males  of  the  family  meet,  one  or  other  of  whom  reads  them 
to  the  rest.     In  most  houses  also  is  hung  up  a  tablet  re* 
cording  the  names  of  the  ancestors  of  the  families  who 
reside  therein.     The  a£lions  of  those  persons  fumi&h  con* 
stant  subjeds  of  conversation-;  and  their  example  is  held 
out  for  iipitatioa.     All  the  branches  of  a  fkrnily  pay  re- 
gular visits  together  to  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors.    Thus 
the  remotest  relations  are  preserved,  and  the  bonds  of  affi*- 
nity  strengthened.     The  child  is  bound  to  support  his  pa^ 
rents,  and  brothers  and  sisters   feel  a  concern  for  each 
other's  welfare.     The  most  distant  relation,  when  reduced 
by  misfortune,  can  confidently  apply  to  his  kindred  for 
relief*     Such  being  the  case,  the  fa£t  is  explained,  which 
surprises  Europeans,  thiic  no  objects  -of  disuete  are  seen 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^10  EMBA.SSY   TO   CHINA. 

imploring  the  charity  of  passengers.  This  originate^  aoC 
in  benevolent  institutions,  ^t^hich  arc  not  wanted  where  th<; 
lond  that  unices  all  th<s  branches  of  a  family  relieves  tbq 
distressed  part  of*  it  instantly,  and  without  degradation. 
Generally t  however,  the  peisons  thus, assisted  are  enabled 
to  ma]ce  some  leturn  for  what  thqy  receive.  In  the  house 
there  are  mat^u' adjures  carried  on,  which  require  many 
hands,  but  little  bodily  strength ;  and  out  of  doors  the  soil 
is  liglxt,  and  tillage  easy.  In' this  part  of  China  pxen  ate 
Vsed  for  ploughing,  as  the  climate  is  too  cold  tor  buffkloQ. 
'The  cattle  are  yoked  by  the  neck.  •     - 

The  presents  and  baggage  of  the  embassy  were  to  be 
tarried  from  hence  to  Hoong-ya-yuen  by  labourers  of 
Tong-chop  foo.  Those  presents  which  would,  not  bear 
rough  carriage,  were  committed  to  the  care  of  men  -ouly. 
The  baggage  of  the  gentlemen  was  very  cumbersome, 
owing  to  their  having  provided  themselves  with  more  neces- 
saries than  were  convenient.  The  Mandarines,  therefore, 
were  obliged  to  order  about  ninety  small  waggons,  forty 
harrows,  above  "two  hundred  horses,  and  near  three  Oiou- 
sand  labou^rs,  besides  the  various  attendants. 

Articles  of  great  size  and  weight  art?  carried  by  men 
thus  :  two  strong  bamboos  are  fastened  to  the  sides  of  the 
burden  ;  sliould  two  men  to  each  of  these  he  deemed  in- 
sufficient, two  shorter  bamboos  are  placed  to  the  ends  of 
each  of  the  others ;  the  ends  of  these  short  bamboos  rest 
on  ihe  shoulders  jof  eight  men  :  and  by  bamboos  fixed 
on  others,  more  human  strength  may  be  applied  in  a 
geometrical  proportj6n>  each  bearing  an  equal  degree  of 
pressure.  *  .  ' 

His  Excellency  and  three  principal  gentlemen  were 
home  in  s^an  chairs,  which  are  the  customary  vehicles  for 
people  pf^i^onsequepce  in  China,  even  when  they  make 
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Jong  journics.  The  rear,  with  the  Mandarines,  were  on 
horseback,  and  the  chief  of  the  latter  rode  near  the  £m- 
tessador's  chair.  1  he  way  was  cleared  by  Chinese  foot 
jsoidiers.  The  servants  and  privates  of  the  embassy  were 
in  a  sort  of  waggons.  Thus  the  road  was  entirely  filled 
for  a  great  space.  This  js  the  great  road  to  Pekin  for 
persons 'and  gpods  from  the  east  and  sotnh.  It  is  quite 
level,  the  middle  part,  to  the  width  of  near  twenty  feety  is 
paved  with  granite,  brought  a  long  way,  and  each  stone 
^ing  from  six  to  sixteen  feet  long,  and  four  feet  broad. 
The  road  on  each  side  of  this  pavement  was  unpaved,  and 
broad  (enough  for  carriages.  The  sides  of  the  road  in 
inany  places  were  adorned  with  trees,  .particularly  with 
jGvillows  of  an  extraordinary  bulk. 

A  bridge  was  sopn  passed^  made  of  marble,  and  of  an 
^excellent  cpnstru^ion.  It  is  wide,  and  firmly  built  over  a 
rivulet,  and  has  butMittle  elevation  above  the  level  of  the 
foad^ .which  it  unites. 

Some  of  the  Embassador's  guards  growing  tired  at  being 
fhut  up  in  the  carriage,  got  out,  and  continued  their  way 
pn  foot.  Their  appearance  afforded  a  high  gratification 
to  the  crowds  who  were  assembled  to  see  ilie  procession. 
The  ruddiness  of  their  complexions,  their  powdered  hair, 
and  clothes  £ited  to  the  shape,  excited  particular  attention. 
The  thermometer  was  at  96  degrees  in  the  close  carriages. 
Iliose  who  walked  sufiered  most  from  tiic  dust,  the  fa- 
tigue, the  heat,  and  the  throng  of  the  people.  Several  of 
the '  observers,  however,  humanely  gave  way,  that  they 
ft^ight  enjoy  a. free  air.  To  a  few  they  were  the  object 
of  mirth. 

The  embassy  stopped  to  breakfast  at  a  village.  The  inn 
in  which  they -were  refreshed  was  not  like  tllbse  in  England. 
It  had  neither  elegance  nor  ornament,  but  the  rooms,  though 
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finall;  were  ntat  and  cool.  All  kinds  of  refreshments  were 
produced.  The  party  were  anxious  to  discover  the  capi- 
tal; but  no  seats  or  villas  announced  its  appearance.  At 
last  they  came  to-  one  of  the  eastern  suburbs.  They  passed 
through  a  paved  street,  full  of  manufadhirers,  shop-keepers* 
atid  purchasers.  Nor  did  this  assemblage  appear  to  have 
been  gathered  to  see  the  present  speAacle,  for  though  dieir 
curiosity  was  attraded,  yet  they  soon  returned  to  their  af- 
feirs.  The  party  were  about  a  quarter  of  ^an  hour  passing 
through  this  suburb,  when  they  came  before  the  walls  of  Pekin. 
The  Embassador's  arrival  was  annnounced  by  the  firing 
of  guns;  and  refreshments  were  provided  for  the  suite,  at 
a  resting  place  inside  the  gate.  The  walls  near  it  were 
paved  with  stone,  but  in  other  phccs  with  brick.  Over 
.  the  gate  was  a  high  watch  tower  of  several  stories,  each 
having  sham  port-holes  painted  on  them.  Outside  of  the 
gate  was  a  semi-circularwaU,  having  a  lateral- gate,  which, 
bearing  a  resemblance  to  the  European  plan  of  fortificatibn, 
is  probably  a  late  addixion.  The  walls  of  the  city  were 
about  forty  feet  high.  The  parapet  was  deeply  crenated, 
but  without  regular  embrasures,  nor  were  any  cannon  seen 
on  the  walls ;  but  in  the  merlons  there  were  loop-holes  for 
archery.  At  the  base  the  walls  were  about  twenty  feet 
thick,  and  across  the  terrepleine,  on  which  stood  the  para- 
pet, twelve.  The  outside  of  the  wall,  though  not  quite  per- 
pendicular, .was  smooth  ;  but  the  inside  sloped  considera- 
bly ;  the  rows  of  bricks,  of  which  it  is  built,  being  ranged 
like  steps,  one  above  and  behind  the  other.  Square  towers 
flanked  the  outside  of  the  walls,  the  distance  between  each 
being  about  sixty  yards,  and  the  proje£tion  of  the  curtain 
between  them  fotty  or  fifty  feet.  Many  horsemen  might 
ride  abreast  on  the  ramparts,  the  ascent  to  which  is  by  slopes 
of  earth,  wiihinside. 
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On  the  eotrance  of  this  oity,  it  appealed  different  from 
those  of  Europe,  the  streets^  of  which  are  frequently  so  nar« 
row»  ajnd  the  houses  so  high,  that  at  one  end  of  a  street  the 
houses  at  the  other  seem  to  lean,  and  to  bear  towards  those 
opposite.  Here  the  houses  were  mostly  of  one  story,  and 
none  above  two,  while  the  street  itself  was  much  above  100 
feet  in  breadth.  It  exhibited  also  a  gay  and  jovial  appear- 
ance. As  the  street  had  no  pavement,  water  was  thrown 
upon  it  to  allay  the  dust.  Across  it  stood  a  good  building, 
called'  here  Pai-loo^  which  has  been  wrongly  rendered  a 
triumphal  arch ;  it  was  built  entirely  of  wood,  aad  consisted  of 
thr^  gateways,  the  largest  of  which  4S  in  the  middle.  Over 
these  were  three  roofs,  one  above  another,  highly  adorned. 
The  design  of  this  structure  was  expressed  by  large  cha- 
raders,  painted  and  gilt  on  the  uprights  and  transoms.  They 
are  ere£led  to  celebrate  particular  persons,  or  some  impor- 
tant events. 

'The  first  street  ran  in  a  regular  line  westerly,  till  it  cfimc 
to  the  eastern  wall  of  the  palace,  which  is  termed  the  yel« 
low  wall,  fnom  the  colour  of  the  tiles  with  which  the  top  is 
covered. 

Several  public  struflures  were  thus  covered.  These 
roofs  haJ  no  chimnies,  and  the  side  and  ridges  were  orna- 
mented with  various  figures ;  the  whole  shining  like  gold, 
gave  the  appearance  of  grandeur  in  that  part  of  houses 
where  it  was  unusual.  Near  the  gate  were  large  stores  o^ 
rice.  Looking  hepce  to.  the/  left,  along  the  wall  of  the  city, 
an  elevated  building  was  seen,  said  to  be  an  observatory 
eredted  by  .the  Emperor  Yong-^loo,  to  whom  Pekin  owes 
much  of  its  improvements.  The  shops  were  highly  deco- 
rated, and  in  a  grand  style.  Some  had  on  the  top  broad 
terraces,  filled  widi  flowers  and  shrubs.  In  the  fronts  were 
lanterns  of  horn,  muslin/  silk,  and  paper,  in  frames  of  dif- 
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fbKDt  figures.     Goods  were  exposed  to  sale  as  wdl  on  &e 

outside  of  the  shops  as  within. 

As  the  embassy  passed,  a  procession  was  mec  going  to- 
wards the  gate,  which,  from  the  white  dres»  of  the  pci^ps 
who  composed  it,  appeared  to  be  a  bridal  ceremony ;  but 
ibe  grief  of  several  youdis  shewed  it  to  be  a  funeral*  more 
so  than  the  corse,  whicli  was  contained  in  an  elegant  casCj 
covered  with  a  handsome  canopy  of  various  coloursy  before 
which  were  borne  standards  of  silk,  Sedan  cliaiis  followed^ 

.  covered  with  white  cloth,  in  which  w/^-e  the  female  rielatives  * 
of  the  deceased ;  the  white  being  the  mourning  colour  in 
Chin2l,and  is  therefore  never  seen  at  nuptials^  one  of  which 
was  met  soon  after,  "^here  the  lady,  y*ho  had  not  been  yet 
seen  by  the  bridegroom,  was  conveyed  in.  a  splendid  chair, 
hung  with  festoons  of  artificial  flowers,  and  followed  by  le- 
latioQs  and  various  attendants,  carrying  the  paraphernalia, 
which  is  the  qply  portion  given  with  a  daughter  in  mar-* 

'  riage. ,  Ihie  crowd  was  also  increased  by  great  Manda-' 
rines,  who  are  always  attended  by  a  large  retinue.  There 
were,  besides,  auctioneers,  quacl^s,  fortune-tellers,  jugglen, 
and  story-tellers,  amusing  the  populace.  Among  the  sto- 
ries that  were  told  to  entertain  the  people^  the  embassy  was 
said  to  form  a  principal  subject.  The  presents  Wtre  stated 
to  be  singularly  woinlerfuL  Among  other  animals  there 
was  said  to  be  an  elephant  no- bigger  tiiat^  a  monkey,  and 
as  fierce  as  a  lion;  and  a  cock^  whose  food  was  charcoali 
The  appearance  of  the  visitors,  therefore,  naturally  drew 
the  people  from  their  employments.  The  crowd  was  im- 
4Tiense.  The  soldiers,  who  had  long  whips  to  keep  the 
people  off,  exercised  their  authority  with  extreme  mildness, 
and  only  struck  the  ground.  On  arriving  at  the  eastern 
side  of  the  yellow  wall,  tire  emba^y  diverged  to  the  right, 
and  then  the  bustle  decreased.    There  were  no  shops  in 
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this  qdaiter,  each  house  had  in  front  a  wall  to  screen  the  inner 
court  from  being  seen,  which  is  called  the/ wall  of  respeil4 
Near  the  4niddle  of  this  side  of  die  palace  are  treble  gat^y 
where  the  party  halted.  The  space  of  ground  was  large* 
Some  of  the  ground  was  raised  into  steep  bills,  and  the  spots 
from  whence  the  earth  was  taken,  to  form  thcm^  were 
filled  with  water.  In  these  hkes  were  small  islands,  deco-* 
rated  with  fanciful  buildings,  and  interspersed  with  tiees. 
On  the  hills  were  the  Imperial  palaces,  and  on  the  top  of 
the  highest  were  summer-houses  and  cabinets,  surrounded 
with  tall  trees.  In  one  of  these  perished  that  race  of  Em- 
perors who  built  this  splendid  palace.  About  the  middle  of 
the  last  century,  a  private  Chinese  took  advantage  of  the 
indolence  and  luxury- of  the  Coun,  and  with  a  large  army 
marched  to  Pekin.  The  Monarch  being  driven  to  extre- 
mi^es  from  the  want  of  support,  first  stabbed  his  only  daugh** 
ter»  aqd  then  hung  himself  in  one  of  these  buildings. 

On  looking  to  the  north  from  this  spot,  at  the  end  of  a 
street  running  to  the  city  wall,  appeared  the  lofty  siruc- 
cftre,  in  which  is  an  enormous  bell,  of  a  cylindrical  shape, 
the  sound  of  which,  when  struck  on  the  outside  with  a 
woo  Jen  mallet,  is  heard  in  every  past  of  the  city.  A  little 
further  to  the  westward  of  it  w;is  one  of  the  nonhem  gates, 
the  watch-tower  on  which  was  seen  above  the  interven- 
ing houses.  Beyond  the  palace  gates  to  the  westward,  be-* 
tween  the  yellow  wall  and  ihe  northern  part  of  the  city,  is 
a  large  lake,  which,  at  this  tiii^e,  was  nearly  covered  with 
the  leaf  of  the  lien*wha.  This  kdf  grows  quite  round  the 
stalk,  and  shields  the  flower  and  truic,  growing  from  the 
centre  above  the  water.  From  the  root  a  stem  ascends  to 
tlie  surface,  where  the  leaf  spreads,  rests,  and  floats,  and 
fiomeiim«s  rises  above  it.  This  plant  is  reared  with  diffi- 
M  m 
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colty  in  European  stoves.    The  flowers  have  great  beauty 
and  fragrance,  aiid  the  se^  is  pleasant  to  the  taste. 

The  party  still  went  westerly  through  the  city«     Th^ 
abode  of  some  Russians  was  shewn ;  and  a  library,  con* 
taioing,  among  other  foreign  manuscripts,  the  Koran  ia 
Arabic.     Some  Mahometans  were  seen  wearing  red-caps. 
Some  women  also  appeared.     These  were  mostly  Tartars, 
or  descendants  of  that  race.     Their  feet  were  of  the  natural 
size,  having  broad  shoes,  with  soles  an  inch  thick.     A  few 
were  well  dressed,  with  delicate  features.  Their  complexions^ 
however,  were  set  off  by  art,  and  they  had  a  thick  patch  of 
vermilion  on  the  middle  of  the  under  lip.     Some  sat  in  co* 
vered  carriages,  which,  as  well  as  horses,  are  here  let  for 
hire.     A  few  of  the  ladies  rode  on  horseback,  and  astride. 
Mechanics,  with  their  tools,  in  quest- of  employ*  and  ped- 
lars vending  their  wares,  appeared  every  where.    Many  of 
the  streets  were  narrow, 'having  gates  at  the  entrance,  near 
wliich  'guards  were  posted  to  preserve  peace.     These  gates 
are  shut  at  night,  and  are  not  opened  liut  upon  emergency. 
The  party  crossed  one  street  four  miks  long,  from  N.to 
S.  being  interrupted  only  by  several ^aiV/oM.    Inabout  two 
hours  from  their  entrance  on  th6  eastern  side,  they  came  to 
one  of  the  western  gates.    Close  to  this,  and  along,  die  ad- 
jacent wall,  ran  the  small  stream  which  at  first  nearly  sur- 
rounds- Pekin,  and  at  length  falls  into  the  Pei-ho,  towards 
Tong  choo-foo.     The  suburb  here  took,  in  traversing, 
above  twenty  minutes.     After  passing  through  this  city  the 
gentlemen  concurred  in  or,€  opinion,  that  it  did  not  come  up 
to  their  expedlations,  except  in  regard  to  the  Imperial  palace. 
London  must  impress  the  mind  of  a  Chinese  with  greater 
admiration  than  the  sight  of  Pekin  had  excited  in  their 
minds.    . 
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In  journeying  north  the  same  sort  of  pavement  was  found 
as  that  which  lay  between  the  capital  and  Tong-choo-foo. 
This  led  to  the  town  of  ilai^tien,  which  has  but  few  build* 
ings,  except  shops  and  houses  of  artificers.  Some  Italian 
Missionaries  dwelt  here,  who  had  employment  as  artists  ac 
Court.  The  shops  abounded  in  toys  and  triflesy  among 
M^hich  were  inseAsin  cages^  as  the  noisy  cicada,  and  a  large 
kind  of  ihe  gryllus. 

The  villa  designed  for  the  Embassador  and  his  suite  lay 
between  this  place  and  Yuen-min-yuen,  being  an  enclosed 
spot  of  not  less  than  twelve  acres.  The  garden  was  laid 
out  in  serpentine  walks>  a  rivulet,  in  which  was  an.  island^ 
a  grove  of  different  trees,  interspersed  with  grass^^plats,  and 
broken  into  hill  and  dale,  with  artificial  rocks  thrown  one 
upon  another.  The  building  consisted,  of  several  pavillioria* 
built  round  small  courts.  The  rooms  were  handsome,  and 
well  contrived.  Several  were  adorned  with  landscapes  in 
water  colours.  T'hc  figures  were  correct  ;  and  perspective 
was  reg::rded,  but  light  and  shade  were  quite  negle<^ed. 
This  was  the  representation  of  a  lake,  liaving  trees  and 
houses  near  it,  but  the  shadows  of  neither  were  seen  on  the 
water.  This  place  had  been  appropriated  to  Embassadors 
and  to  great  Mandarines ;  but  it  had  been  untenanted  for  a 
long  lime,  and  was  mi|chout  of  repair. 

The  Governor  of  the  Imperial  palace  and  the  Embassa* 
dor  immediately  exchanged  compliments,  and  a  consultatioa 
was  imiAediately  held  respe^ng  the  best  mode  of  distribut- 
ing the  presents.  It  was  settled  tliat  the  chief  articles  should 
be  placed  on  each  side  of  the  throne,  in  a  hall  of  audience* 
This  hall  was  very  magnificent  on  the  outside.  Its  ap- 
proach was  through  three  quadrangular  courts^  surrounded 
by  separate  buildings.  It  stood  on  a  platform  of  granite^ 
which  was  about  four  feet  above  die  cuurt  in  front.    The 


Digitized 


by  Google 


gtS  EMBASSY   TO  CHINA. 

roof  was  supported  by  tk  double  row  of  wooden^  fSMnn^ 
painted  red  and  varnished,  and  the  capitals  decorated  vtvh 
different  Ifigurcs,  highly  colouitd,  especially  with  dragon% 
the  feet  of  ead\  having  five  claws.  The  ^gures  of  these 
itionstcrs  exhibiu^l  on  the  houses  and  furpiture  of  cbe 
Prinzes  of  ch^  Court  have4>ut  four  claws,  the  fifth  beii^ 
reserved  for  the  Emperor  only.  The  entablature  of  the 
edifice  is  encompassed  with  a  net  of  gilt  wire,  to  ke^  oQ^ 
the  birds  frpm  settling  on'  any  of  the  projeiS^ions.  The 
(tall  within  side  is  above  one  hundred  feet  longr  upwards 
of  forty  broad,  and  above  twenty  in  height.  Opening 
pannels  were  placed  between  tb^  impost  row  of  pillars  on 
the  south  side. 

This  hall  was  well  suited  to  display  the  presents  to  adi? 
vantage,  there  being  in  it  only  the  throne,  a  few  large  jars 
of  old  poreelain,  and*  a  musical  EngUkh  clock,  playing 
twelve  old  tunes,  and  made  at  the  beginning  of  this  century 
by  Georgi  Clarke^  of  LeaJ^nialUitr/et,  Latu/otu  The 
throne  stood  in  a  recess.  It  had  steps  in  the  from  and  on 
eachside,  ,but  was  neither  rich  nor  shewy.;  over  it  were 
]n<icribed  ^^  Glory  andpitfeHl^n.^^  Tripods  and  incense  ves- 
sels stood  on  e'ach  side.  A  table  was  placed  before  it»  on 
which  tea  and  fruit  were  ofiered  to  the  spirit  of  the  absent 
Monarch.  Tliis  being  fiill  moon,  was  the  day  of  sacrifice? 
Among  the  various  names  given  to  the  Emperor  is.  one 
which  agrees  bodi  in  sound  and  meaning  witlrthat  by 
which  the  Deity  is  icnown  among  the  Chinese.  If,  there^ 
fore',  they  sacriAce  to  him  when  he  is  absent,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  they  should  adore  him  when  present. 
This  ceremony,  called  JCa-teon^  consists  in  prostrating  the 
body  nine  times,  striking  the  forehead  on  the  floor  each 
time.  Tins  humiliating  ceremony  is  exposed  to  be  pai4 
hj  $trangbrs  as  wel|  as  by  subje^  i  and  die  L^tc  pressed 
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the  Embassador  to  observe  it  now  before  the  throne.    The 
btter  was  prepared  for  the  demand,  and  had  his  Majesty's 
directions  relating  to  such  requisitions.     He  knew  how 
tenacious  the  Chinese  Court  was  in  respect  to  ceremonies, 
and  that  it  was  this  hnmiliation  which  rendered  embassies 
so  agreeable.    From  hence  it  was,  no  doubt,  that  the  flags 
on  the  yachts  and  land-carriages  of  the  embassy  had  this 
inscription^  **  embassador  bearing  tribute  from 
THE  country  of  enolakd."  It  was  not  deemed  pru-* 
flenc,  however,  to  complain  of  diis,  particularly  as  the 
failure  of  redress  might  have  prevented  his  proceeding,  and 
have  been  fatal  to  the  mission.    But  these  inscriptions  had 
got  into. the  Court-gazette,  and  would  be  registered  in  the 
public  Honals ;  they  might  reach  Europe  by  means  of  the 
Russian  Residents  in  the  capital,  and  the  Missionaries.     It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  Embassador  should  be 
extremely  cautious  in  performing  any  a&  that  might  be 
deemed  derogatory  to  the  Sovereign  of  whom  he  was  the 
representative.    Under  like  cirvumstances,  a  Russian  Em- 
bassador, formerly,  had  declined  the  Chinese  mode  of  in- 
troduAion  till  a  formal  agreement  was  entered  into  for  its 
)>eing  returned  to  his  own  Sovereign.    He  was  the  only 
Embassador  who  ever  gained  any  point  at  this  Court. 
The  Dutch,  who  submitted,  in  the  last  century,  to  every 
degrading  imposition,  in  hopes  of  gaining  great  advantages 
iher^by,  were  treated  with,  negiedi,  and  s^t  away  without 
any  favourable  promise.     It  was  plain  to  perceive  that 
every  Tartar  chief  mistrusted  the  design  of  the  present  em- 
bassy, as  if  it  went  to  gain,  in  the  end,  some  advantage 
over  China,     The  French  revolution  coming  also  from 
the  west,  had  given  the  members  of  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment a  dislike  to  !iold  communication  with  Europe.     If 
l^veo  these  and  other  adverse  circumstances  had  not  hap* 
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pencd,  stiU  the  beneficial  consequences  of  a  direA  inter* 
course  between  the  English  and  Chinese  Courts  could  not 
be  sudden.  No  good  cSeSt  could  be  hoped  for  till  2 
change  had  taken  place  in  favour  of  the  English  in  the 
sniods  of  the  leading  people  in  Chinn.  This  operation 
must  necessarily  be  gradual ;  but  its  importance  was  great 
to  the  interest  of  the  British  dominions  in  India,  and  to  the 
whole  European  trade  with  China.  The  Embassador, 
therefore,  was  resolved  to  persevere  in  his  obje&,  notwith- 
standing any  unfavourable  appearances  at  the  beginning. 
The  regard  and  confidence  of  that  Court  must  be  obtained 
only  by  cultivating  its  good  opinion  by  means  of  fit  agents, 
and  by  a  courteous,  though  not  ^abje^l  conduct.  It  was 
of  moment  that  his  Majesty's  representative  should  not,  by 
an  easy  compliance,  lessen  the  dignity  of  his  Master,  or 
the  honour  of  his  country,  in  the  esteem  of  other  nations. 

The  Legate  was  not  without  hopes  of  gaining  over  the 
"Embassador  to  comply  unconditionally  with  his  demands. 
This  would  give  him  credit  with  the  Ministers,  who  were 
more  scrupulous  in  regard  to  thisVeremony  than  the  Em- 
peror himself.  He,  therefore,  not  only  exerted  himself  to 
carry  this  point,  but  employed  the  Mandarines  who  were 
the  most  intimate  with  his  Excellency  to  make  use  of  their 
influence  to  the  same  purpose.  They  accordingly  ex- 
erted their  utmost  address  in  persuading*  the  Embassador 
of  the  propriety  of  complying  with  the  customary  com- 
pliment. His  Excellency  resolved,  on  this  delicate  pointy 
to  gratify  the  wish  of  the  Emperor  as  much  as  possible, 
without  receding  from  his  duty  to  his  6wn  Sovereign.  He, 
therefore,  proposed  to  perform  the  whole  ceremony,  on 
condition  that  a  Chinese  of  equal  rank  with  himself  should 
do  the  same  before  the  pidure  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 
It  was  necessary  that  diis  proposal  should  be  made  in 
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writiog,aiKl  that  the  translatbn  should  be  accurate.  The' 
interpreter,  though  a  Chinese,  was  ignorant  of  the  style 
used  at  Court ;  beside^ » he  had  lost  the  method  qf  writing^ 
the  complicated  charaj(9:ers,  of  which  the  number  is  nbc 
less  than  Bo,ocx>.  Even  the  Missionaries,  though  thev  are 
aDjuaimed  with  the  language,  are  not  accustomed  to  writ^ 
but  employ  a  native  for  that  purpose.  Tlie  Legate  was 
unwilling  to  accept  a  written  stipulation,  and  would  Qot» 
therefore,  willingly  permit  any  aid  to  be  given  for  sucli  a 
design.  As  this  obstacle  might  be  removed  through  the 
medium!  of  die  European  Missionaries,  leave  was  requested  • 
that  they  migiit  visit  his  Excellency.  The  ^bad  health  0/ 
the  interpreter,  moreover,  rendered  their  assisuince  neces* 
sary  even  for  ordinary  purposes.  Some  of  them,  probably, 
would  venture  to  get  a  just  translation  of  the  papers,  be- 
sides giving  some  useful  information.  At  length,  several 
of  these  Missionaries  were  introduced  to  the  Embassador, 
but  in  the  presence  of  the  Legate,  and  having  at  their  head^ 
the  Portuguese  Jesuit  mentioned  in  the  letters  of  the  Mis* 
sionary,  given  in  a  former  chapter.  This  man  seemed  to 
feel  the  superiority  which  a  blue  button  in  his  cap  gave 
liim  over  his  associates,  who  had  only  white  ones.  He 
was  ill  qualified,  however,  to  a£t  as  interpreter,  being  ig- 
nora[)t  not  only  of  the  English  language,  but  that^  wliich 
is  generally  spt>ken  in  Europe.  But  his  discourse  with  his 
companions  plainly  expressed  the  enmity  of  his  disposition, 
while  the  other  Missionaries  expressed  as  strongly  their  • 
good-will  and  zeal  for  the  success  of  the  Embassy.  This 
Jesuit  even  encouraged  the  Legate  in  resisting  the  reason-* 
able  request  that  the  embassy  ni^ight  return  to  Pekin  to 
prepare  for  the  journey  to  Zhehol.  His  ExcelleiKy  had 
only  a  second  ^.ine^rview  with  this  man,  when  he  tried  to 
persuade  hiiu  to  be  favouiable  to  the  British  interests.     He 
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then  akered  bis  language,  and  offered  his  service,  as  SA 
some  of  his  countrymen ;  but  the  interpreter  of  bis  Excd« 
lency  was  preftrred  by  the  Chinese,  as  he  spoke  tlie  language 
better  than  the  Missionary.  Through  the  interference  of 
the  Governor  of  the  palace  of  -Yuen*min-yuen,  the  em- 
bassy removed  to  Pekin  immediately.  Here  the  whole 
was  lodged  in  a  large  palace,  consisting  of  several  buildbgs, 
built  by  a  former  coUeAor  of  the  customs  at  Canton,  who 
raised  an  immense  fortune  by 'extortions  on  the  EngKdi ; 
and  in  consequence  of  oppressing  the  natives  in  another 
office,  the  edifice  was  seized  by^the  crown. 

Tt  was  built  in  the  usual  manner  of  the  houses  of  die 
great  Mahdarines,  and  the  whole  was  in  the  form  of  a 
long  square,  surrounded  by  a  brick  wall,,  the  surface  of 
which  was  a  mere  blank,  except  near  one  of  the  angles, 
where  there  was  a  gateway.  This  wall  supported  the  top 
ridge  of  roofs,  the  lower  edges  of  which  resting  on  an  in- 
ner wall,  parallel  to  the  first,  composed  a  range  of  build- 
ings divided  into  offices.  In  the  other  part  of  the  iiKlosure 
were  quadrangular  courts  of  different  sizes,  in  each  of 
these  were  buildings,  on  platforms,  of  granite,  surrounded 
by  a  colonnade.  The  columns  were  of  wood,  about 
sixteen  feet  high,  and  about  an  equal  number  of  inches 
at  the  lyase,  lessening  at  the  top  above  one-sixth.  These 
liad  none  of  t)ie  properties  of  the  Grecian  architedute; 
At  the  lower  end  they  wjrre  let  into  sockets  cut  in  stones^ 
forming  a  ring  round  each,  somewhat  resembling  the  Tus- 
can order.  Between  the  columns,  which  were  red,,  was 
wood-work,  carved  and  oniamented,  of  a  difierent  colour. 
This  colobnade  supported  the  proje<Siing  part  of  the  roof 
beyond  the  wall-plate,  of  a  curvilineal  form,  and  turned 
up  at  the  angles.  -  Thus,  every  part  of  w»ese  buildings 
might  be  visited  under  cover.     The  number  of  pilars  was^ 
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tt  leMj  SIX  hundred.  Next  to  the  chief  apartcnent  allotted 
to  the  Embassador,  was  a  high  building  designed,  for  a 
private  theatre  and  contert*rooni,  having  all  round  a  gallery 
for  spedators,  and  retiring  rooms  behind. 

Ail  the  buildings  were  of  one  story  except  that  which- 
'was. appropriated  for  the  ladies.  This  was  in  the  inner 
quadrangle.  The  front  was  a  long  and  high  hail,  the 
windows  of  which  Were  of  corea  paper.  Behind  this  hall 
was  a  gallery  at  the  height  of  near  ten  feet,  leading  to  se« 
vciral  sinaU  apartments,  lig^hted  only  from  the  halL  The 
windows  wichin  were  of  silk  gauze,  in  wooden  frames, 
cither  ornamented  with  needle- work,  or  painted  in  water 
colours.  This  apartment,  though  smaller,  was  neater  tba^' 
most  of  the  rest.  A  small  back  court,  with  o£Bces,  was 
attached  to  thi^  part  of  the  building.  One  of  the  outer^ 
quadrangles  had  a  piece  of  water,  in  the  middle  of  which 
was  a  stone  room,  in  the  shape  of  a  covered  barge.  Others 
of  the  quadrs^igles  were  adorned  with  trees,  and  in  the 
largest,  was  a  heap  of  rocks,  firmly  but  rudely  piled  on  each 
other,  and  at  one  end  was  a  small  unfinished  garden.  The 
late  owner  enjoyed  die  fruit  of  his  wickedness  but  a  short 
tiose,.  and  lay  at  this  very  time  under  sentence  of  death.  ^ 
.  Here  one  of  the  Missionaries,  who  was  well  affefted  to 
the  embassy,  presented  a  Chinese  Christian  qualified  toadt 
as  a  translator ;  but  so  fearfnl  was  he  of  incurring  the 
Legate's  displeasure  that  he  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
let  his  hand-writing  ^o  abroad.  A  native  of  Canton  had 
formerly  been  put  to  death  for  writing  a  petition  for  the 
English.  At  last  ihe  difficulty  was  surmounted,  by  the 
Embassador's  page,  who  had  learot  to  imitate  the  Chinese 
charadier,  besides  gaining  sufficient  knowledge  in  the 
language  to  a£t  occasionally  as  an  interpreter ;  and  he  was 
!»£Cordingly  employe^  to  copy  out  all  the  necessary  papcra 
•        K  n 
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tkal  mem  to  be  presented  in  Chinese.  Th^  pncct% 
Kowever,  was  todioiu.  Tiie  Esgiish.  foiptE  was  fira( 
turned  into.  Latin  by  Mr.  Htittter  Ibr  t?ie  EmimiadDr'ft 
interpreter,  who  explained  tbc  nieaiiiiig  into  the  (Miiliar 
Chinese  language  of  conv^«s»ioi),  whidt  t!t»  new  Iran- 
sbtor  again  rendered  into  an  official  stfle.  Thi$  tr^nsb'* 
tbn  was  copied'  fair  by  this  page,  ifvhen  the  rude  drau^x, 
.to  satisfy  the  cmtisiaror,  was  insraintly  destroyed. 

The  Emhassad€H^*6  memorial  was  addtessed  to  Ho* 
cboong'Caung  Ccitao,  the  Prime  Miviister  of  the  empMi» 
a^  signiited)  that  ^*  His  Britannic  Majesty,  in  sending  an 
embassy  to  his  lmp0f'i^  Majjesiy,  intended  to  give'  tbo 
s^ongest  proof'  of  particular  esteem  and:  respoft  ibr>  the 
£mf>^FOT ;  that  the. parson  entrusted' to  convey  ttsese-  seuif 
tinients  was  anxious  to  ful&4l  the  abje&  qf  bis^  missiott  ef« 
fc;i9:uaHy  and  with  zeal;  that  ht  waa  williog  to  cooiply 
with  every  otuward  cemnony  praAised  by  h»  lapenal  Ma«« 
je€ty'8:sut]je<SlS9  and  the  tributary  Princes  wiio  acte»dedihiii 
Court,  to  shew,  oa  hi^^alf  ot  one  of^  the  groaJtest^sfldioioK 
distcvnt  nations  on  the  globe,  the  high  and^  just  sense  niit<« 
versaily  hdd  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  *»  dignity  aiid  viitaes; 
that  the  Embassador  had  resolved  to  a  A  thns  wicboatlie* 
sitation  or  difficulty ,  on  %  condkion,  however,  wMdi  be 
crusted  bis  Imperial  Majesty  would  see  to  beeKpedieOC^  and 
would  approve  of  by  giving  such  dire<^totis.as  might  save 
the  Embassador  irom  siifiertug  by  his  dewotioo  to  hia  Ma«^ 
jesty  in  this  itistanoe,  for  the  Embassador  Qercatniy- would 
severely  suifer  if  his  condufb  on  ifais  occasion  AouM.  be 
interpreted  as  being  unbecoming  the  exakod  ranlc  which 
bis  Master,  whom  he  re^eseiited,  heida^noi^^lie  indepcft* 
dent  Monarclis  of  the  world;  that  the  ^danger  could,  be 
avoided  with  general  satisfaction^  byiiis  Imperial  Majesty's 
ddeis  diat  oiie  of  his  Court,  the  Enshuii^V  ei^aai  in 
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nnk)  flbooU  {leiiorm  hcfiM«  hjs  Brkannk 
iaius  voy^ijKbeMy  and  dies  in  the  Etnfoattador's  poe^essioiH 
<he  fame  ceremonies  which  dioaU  be  performed  by  hialfielf 
behrtihc  Imperial  throde/'  ' 

The  Legate  aoemiod  cd  approve  this  address*  and  promif* 
ed  to  forward  it  directly.  No  doubt  was  entcrtaii^  by  ite 
MisBiottar-y  and  principal  Chinese  of  the  Emperor's  con* 
•eat.  Indeed  the  return  of  the  ceremony  might,  be  made 
in  private  without  shew,  and  would  hardly  be  known 
throiighooetheempire»  vrfiereas  tiie  prostradDni  of  theSm-. ' 
iMMtador  were  to  take  place  on  a  great  festival^ 'in  sight  of 
the  trikittary  princes  and  grandees  of  the  stats^  and  would  be 
siientioned  in  the  Conn  gazettes. 

PrepamiottB  were  now.  made  for  the  joiirn^.     The  ar* 
ticles  to  be  carried  to  Tanary  were  brought  to  Pckio  with 
the  baggage  of  fhe  embassy.  Among  the  firet  were  sbc  amaH 
ferais  field  pieced  well  cast  and  degant,  and  fixed  on  lij^ 
tarriagesi  Tllese  had  lately  been  tried  by  the  artiliory  mefV» 
to  prepare  themtelv^  to  ax^rcise  iik  the  presence  of  tlie  Em^ 
p«tx>n    Each  fired  several  times  in  a  minute.     This  quicks 
fum  did  not  please  the  Legate*    He  pretended  that  the  Im» 
perial  soMiers  couM  do  as  well ;  and  though  he  was  hcfora 
li«iKh>u»that  aH  the  pretenu  Aould  be  conveyed  (o  Zhe-ho^ 
Msopinion  now  was  that  these  pieces  should  be  left  at  Pe^ 
iehi.    The  small  banels  of  gun-rpowder)  of  whkh  thdra 
WM  a  suftcient  qnattthy  to  serve  for  salutes,  atid  lo  e>flitdse 
the  ftHtftaiy,' was  also  matter  of  suspicion^  and  he  requeued 
tti  have  bdefiverad  up»  which  was  instantly  done*  Hk  whda 
behaviour  hntiifed  a  fear  lesc  the  Chinese  should  form  i 
Mgher  et^obo  df  the  £tigKsh  nation  than  of  his  own.  Th^ 
CMnete  did^  indeed,  express  a  great  adiniration  of  vaFfous 
sffleles  among;  the  pttsemt,  or  that  belonged  to  diffeMt 
persons  of  the  embassy.    Most  of  the  tools  used  in  Europe  - 
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are  also  in  use  in  China,  bat  are  greatly  inferior  to  the  Eog* 
lish*  ^  The  hardware  of  this  country  is  in  great  request ; 
and  should  (he  Company's  ships  gain  free  admission  to 
Tien-sing,  ther6  will  be  a  great  demand  for  the  manoiiao 
tures  of  Binningl^m  and  {Sheffield,  even  for  the  supply  of 
Pekin  only. 

This  city  does  not  bear  that  propottioii  to  the  rest  of  the 
empire,  which  London  does  to  Britain.  The  chief  part  is 
called  the  Tartar  city,  from  its  having  beep  newly  laid  out, 
in  the  13th  century,  at  the  time  of  the  first  dynasty  of  that 
nation.  It  was  a  long  square,  the  four  walls  of  which  face 
the  four  cardinal  points.  The  space  within' is  about  four- 
teen square  miles,  in  the  midst  of  which  ,is  the  Emperor's, 
palace,  which  takes  up  at  least  one  square  mile.  The 
whole  is  about  one  third  larger  than  London  ;  whi)e  the 
£fteen  old  provinces  of  China,  exclusive  of  what  lies  beyond 
the  wall,  is  in  proportion  to  Britain  about  fifteen  to  one. 
Kext  to  the  south  wall  of  the  Tartar  city  is  the  Chinese; 
city.  This  is  tlie  usual  abode  of  people  who  come  from 
Other  parts  of  the  empire  tcr  the  capital.  The  walls,  which 
are  much  decayed,  surround  a  space  of  about  nine  sqiiaie 
sniles.  The  buildings,  however,  are  few,  indifi^ent, 
crowded,  and  inegular ;  the  odicr  part  is  empty»  and  some 
of  it  is  in  a  state  of  cultivation.  Here  is  the  sien^nong^tan^ 
or  tminenci  of  venerable  agriculture 'y  and  die  Emperor  comes 
hither  every  spring,  and  guides  the  plough  himself  tlirqugb 
a  ^all  field.  When  he  has  done  this  for  about  an  hour, 
he  is  surrounded  by  peasants,  who  sing  hymns  in  praise  of 
husbandry.  The  great  men  of  his  court  follow  tl^  exam- ' 
pk  of  their  master,  and  aredressed  like  him^  in  a  garbsuited 
to  the  purpose.  The  production  of  this  spot  is  very  cajre- 
fully  gatheredi  ajid  pronounced  superior  to  what  is  pro4uced 
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.elsewhere.    This  festival  is  announced  in  the  most  distant 
village  in  China. 

This  city  also  contains  the  tun-tan^  or  eminence  of  heaven. 
On  this  building  is  inscribed  the  charadker  tlen^  or  heaven. 
It  is  circulatt,  to  represent  the  concave  of  heaven,  as  the 
Tee-tan^  or  temple  of  the  earth,  i$  square,  agreeable  to  the  ' 
notions  of  the  antient  Chinese.  At  midsummer  the  Em- 
peror makes  a  procession  hither,  to  offer  thanks  for  the  in- 
fluence of  the  sun ;  and  in  the  winter  he  pays  a  like  visit  to 
the  temple  of  the  earth.     There  is  no  image  in  either. 

This  service  is  performed  at  Pekin  only  by  the  Emperor^ 
who  ako  publicly  ap(>ears  in  many  other  processions, 
founded  as  much  in  policy  as  in  religion.  Except  in  these 
respe£ls  few  things  happen  in  this  place,  which  serve  to  ag- 
grandise the  capitals  of  other  countries. 

Pekin  is  simply  the  seat  of  Government.  It  is  neither  a, 
port,  nor  a  place  of  trade.  It  has  no  assembly  to  aid,  re- 
strain, or  examine  the. measures  of  the  Crown.  Nor  is  it 
a  place  of  pleasure  and  dissipation.  The  principal  Euro- 
pean cities  have  encreased  chiefly  through  the  influx  of 
wealthy  strangers,  who  bring  with  them  the  net  produce 
of  the  country.  But  though  they  make  up  die  ploasantest 
part  of  the  community,  and  by  their  leisure  improve  the 
sciences,  yet  in  other  respedls  they  are  of  little  utility  to 
the  other  classes  of  men.  This  rank  is  numerous  in  Eu« 
rope ;  and  with  tteir  attendants,  they  serve  to  swell  the  ca- 
pital of  every  country.  Pekin  is  little  indebted  to  such  cir- 
cumstances. The  generality  of  nien  there  have  their  re- 
spedive  situations  regularly  fixed,  or  are  engaged  in  waiting 
on  those  who  have.  Few,  except  the  Emperor's  relations, 
are  exempted  from  business,  cither  public  or  private.  There 
is  less  inequality  in  the  fortunes  than  ii^the  conditions  of 
snen  ia  this  country.     History  attests  that  for  a  great  length 
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of  time  ^be  earth  was  aijoyed  by  laea  ncafiy  in  'caaunoiL 
China  was  divided  into  little  and  equal  distrk^s,  eadi  ciAi- 
vated  by  eiglit  families,  who  only  contributed  a  shai«  of 
their  profits  to  tlie  public  revenue.     Before  die  Chnstiaii 
aera,  a  revolution  happened,  and  the  usurper  iKvided  the 
lands  anion|[  his  followers^  leaving  co  the  former  possessors 
but  a  triffling  portion  ouc  of  their  produce.     Then  landed 
property  was  made  hereditary.     At  last  tlie  larger  domains 
were  sub*divided  into  smaller  parcels  by  thesuccessivcequa* 
lization  of  every  man's  possessions  among  his  sons  i  i]» 
daughters  never  having  any  dowry  given  with  them  in 
inarViage.     It  seldom  happened  that  there  was  but  one  son; 
for  early  marriages  were  customaiy,  and  it  was  deen^ed  a 
disgrace  to  have  no  children.     They  who  hsid  no  ofspri^g 
adopted  the  children  of  others.   Should  a  wife  prove  barreni 
a  man  might  take  another;   and  die  wealthy  were  per* 
milted  to  keep  concubines,  the  cbiklien  of  whom  eojoyod 
all  the  rights  of  legitimacy. 

Theie  causes  naturally  tended  to  levd  wealth ;  and  few 
could  in  the  course  of  succession  attain  to  such  a  degree  of 
it  as  wou)d  make  personal  industry  onntsoessary.  Add  to 
|his,  wealth  here  gives  little  icpportanceand  np  power,  norir 
it,  widiout  office,  always  safe.  In  China  there  is  no  hcra* 
ditary  rank  to  give  distin^on  to  opulence.  .  The  rich  arr 
pften  more  heavily  oppressed  than  (hepoor»  becaiisethoseai^ 
pa(  so  much  Uie  obje£U  of  temptatioo ;  and  it  is  a  eoiQawn 
paying,  that  whether  fortunes  are  divided  aouMig  several 
bejrsy  or  lost  in  the  speculations  of  trade,  gaming,  or  .ex« 
travagance,  they  rarely  continue  in  one  family  beyond  dm 
third  generation.  To  re<<iscend  the  scale  of  ambition  ne^ 
great  application  to  learnings  which  is  the  gnly  ^wUficarion 
fer  ^lic  uauoo^ 
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Therd  are  h^t  ihres  classet^  la  Chdin,  rtuea  of  ktteiv^. 
from  whom  the  Mandarines  aresdefbd,  husbandinea,.  and) 
mechanics.  The  highest  literary  degree  ia  only  eoofeired 
in  Pekin  on  those  who  are  versed  ia  morality^  gDverhment^ 
aod  history.  These  persom  fiU  dse  great  effic^^t  of  dwr 
empfre,  and  diey  must,  have  previousiy  gone  thfoi]g>h  a4 
eNaminatidii  in  the  capitals  06  thdr  respective  provinces^ 
Those  who  haver  been  cktfjted  lAithe  tfeeond^-r^te  cidesai^ 
caodidate»  m  the  provincial  capitals  TiiQse  who  fajt'.ioi 
the  two  first  ciaaset  may  daim  inferior  q&gss^  according  ta 
the  class  in  which  they  have  been  successful,  Tiicse  tx^ 
aminations  are  managed  witli  great  impaitialicy.  Tho 
Cdilitary  raiik  is.  conferred  in  the  same  way;  The  gmatf 
tribunals  are  near  the  south  gate  of  the  Imperial  palace*. 
These  receive  accounts  of  the  transit&ions  of  the«aipir&^ 
They  repott  every  affair  of  consequence,  with  their  advice^ 
to  the  Emperor.  And  they  have  a  code  of  ndes  for  theiD 
condudl,  derived  from  the  remotest  ages.  This  cods  ex^ 
hibits  as  much  humanity  as  justice. 

The  Emperor  usually  asscnt»  to  their  counsels.  One 
tribunal  examines  those  Mandarines 'who  are  candidates 
fbr  offices,  as  well  as  their  condu£l  in  placo.  Another 
looks  to  the  public  itianners,  and  is  called  by  Europeani 
the  tribunal  of  Ceremonies.  The  most  difficult  is  tharof 
Censors,  which  enquires  into  the  effect  of  existing  isvirs^ 
the  behaviour  of  other  tribunals^  of  the^greM  men  of  tho 
state,  and  even  of  the  Emperor  himself;  There  aro^  va- 
nous  other  tribunals,  as  of  mathematics,  physic,  public 
works,  learning,  and  history.  There  is  a  regularity  in  thiar 
system  which  originated  at  an  early  period,  and  has  sab* 
sisted  without  much  change  to  this  time.  The  only  devia* 
tion  madt  by  the  present  family  has  been  admitting  into 
die  tribunab  as  many  Tartaiv  as  Chinese.    The  dm  havff 
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most  infloeqce.     Several  of  fhem  are  men  of  talent;  and 
the  Viceroy  of  Pi-che-lee  is  of  this  race. 

The  population  of  Pekia  was  reckoned  by' the  Jesuit 
Grimaldi,  in  t|ie  last  century,  at  sixteen  millions.  Another 
reduces  that  of  the  Tartar  city  one  million  and  a  quarter. 
According  to  the  best  information  the  population  of  Pekin 
was  three  millions.  The  lowness  of  the^houses  seems  to 
be  inadequate  to  sudi  a  population,  but  a  Chinese  family 
of  the  middling  rank  require  little  room.  They  have  no 
unnecessary  apartments.  Most  houses  are  enclosed  by  a 
wall  six  or  seven  feet  in  height.  Within  ihis  an  entire 
family  of  three  generations  will  often  be  found.  Each 
branch  has  a  small  room  for  .sleeping  in,  the  beds  being 
divided  by  mats  suspended  from  the  ceiling.  And  they  all 
eat  in  one  common  room. 

This  method  produces  important  effects.  The  younger 
branches  become  regular  in  their  deportmeht,  under  ihe  eye 
of  tlie  elder;  and  the  whole  can  live^with  more  economy, 
and  to  greater  advantage.  Yet  the  poor  are  obliged  to 
Hve  on  vegetables,  having  rarely  the  relish  of  animal  food« 
die  price  of  labour  being  very  small. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  population  of  Pekin  it  i$ 
healthy.  The  people  live  much  in  the  open  air,  increas- 
ing or  lessening  their  clothes  according  to  the  weather. 
The  atmosphere  being  arid,  docs  not  produce  putrid  dis- 
eases ;  and  those  excesses  which  cause  them  are  seldom. 

Every  tenth  house-keeper  has  the  superintendance  of 
the  nine  neighbouring  families.  So  stri<^  is  the  police  that 
the  city  has  all  the  regularity  of  a  camp.  Common  wo- 
men, who  are  not  numerous^  are  only  allowed  in  the  sub* 
urbs. 

Marriage  is  strongly  encouraged  in  China,  and  is  gene- 
rally cnieied  into  early.    The  consequence,  however,  is. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBA8SY   TO  CHINA.  33I 

frequottly  dreadful^  as  the  children,  from  the  poverty  of  the 
parents,  are  puUicIv  exposed  to  death.  The  origin  of  this 
evil  must  have  been  fatal  necessity,  and  afterwards  supersti- 
tion made  it  a  religious  a<^  to  ofier  an  infant  to  the  spirit 
of  a  neighbouring  river^  by  throwing  it  therein  with  a 
gourd  tied  to  its  neck. 

The  Chinese  philosophy  is  more  favourable  to  filial, 
piety  than  parental  duty ;  and  hence  children  arc  more  fre« 
quendy  exposed  than  parents  negle&cd.  The  female  chil* 
dren  are  generally  seledled  for  this  horrid  sacrifice.  The 
time  of  exposing  them  is  immediately  on  the  birth.  Some 
hope  is  formed  in  the  parentis  mind,  that  the  unhappy  vic- 
tim may  be  saved  by  those  who  are  appointed  by  Govern- 
ment to  take  up  those  wretched  innocents  who  are  living, 
and  to  inter  those  who  are  dead. 

The  Mittionaries  also  exert  themselves  on  these  occa- 
sions. One  of  them  allowed  that  there  Wjcre  about  2000 
infants  thus  exposed  yearly,  the  greatest  part  of  whom  pe- 
rished. Those  preserved  by  (lie  Missionaries  were  bred  up 
in  the  Christian  religion,  and  some  of  them  proved  of  great 
service  in  the  conversion  of  jheir  countrymen.  These  con- 
versions were  chiefly  among  thp  po^r.  The  alms  bestowed 
by  die  fathers  prepossessed  them  in  favour  of  their  faith. 
Some,  theiefore,  inigh(  conform  only  in  appearance,  but 
their  children  were  $incpre  believers. 

The  Missionaries  vverp  permitted  to  eredl  four  convents, 
with  churches  annexed,  at  Fekin,  and  some  v^ittfin  the  li- 
mits of  the  palace.  They  have  also  lands  in  the  vicinity  ^ 
and  the  Jesuits  are  said  to  have  possessed  many  houses  here, 
the  profits  of  which  served  greatly  to  support  the  mission. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Missionaries  visited  the  £mbas« 
$ador.     One  of  them  was  appointed  chief  of  the  Europeans 
in  dietribox)alof  niathematics,  by  tlie  Emperor,  and  bishop 
o  e 
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of  Petclh^y  IhfcTopc. '  The  Miissidames  fiavt'soia}!  n- 
lirit&  ifohitht  prmcipal  Catholic  powers'  of  £\irope»  and 
thty  a6t  m  so  he  r^sp^fts  as  agcints  for  the  respedive 
ccunii  ics  from  tvhence  they  cawTC.  Thfcy  had  formerly 
divisions  aitiohg  themselves,  hot  at  length  were  bccoiii« 
united  Here  also  they  welcomed  every  European  ia  a 
countrymab.  ' 

One  of  thfc  most  resp65able  of  them,  atid  wcH  known 
by  his  corioUs  (idmaiunicaiioife  reiiUr^e  to  China,  was  so 
;  infirhi  as  to  be  incapable  of  waiting  on  his  Excellency ;  fast 
He  seilt  a  letter,  expressing  his  readim-ssto  do  him  service, 
eiicouriigiiig  him  to  hope  idr  siicCcss;  hut  cautionmg  hbti 
oT  the  difficulties  and  delays  that  were  to  hfe  met  wfth,  as 
no  great  purpose  was  to  be  accomplished'  there \»Sli6iil 
much  patience  and  perseverance. 

His  Excelfcricy  Was  also  visited  dJitty  by  ^faftdaTiBe8  of 
r^'Vik.  Some  of  flie'm  were  attraftW  by  the  cotteerl  which 
vvas  formed  every  evening  in  hisapartinenrs.  Atnong dher 
visitors  was  the  leader  of  the  In^perJal  drchelffra,  Who  beg- 
ged to  take  drawings  of  the  instruments.  He  accoitlmgly 
employed  painr6rs,  who  traced  on  paper  thfe  figores  of  ihe 
darionets,  flutes,  bj^soons,  and  Freuch-hbms,  in  their  mm- 
ral  size,  and  "with  all  their  particulafs.  When  they  had 
done,  tif rir  employer  expressed  his  inlentioto  bf  having  8iiiii«> 
lar  ones  made  on  a  scale'of  his  own. 
.  Sdnte  Chinese  had  adopted  the  VfoKn,  anil  they  have 
themselves  an  instrument*  somewhat  hfce  it,  fattt  wifcltwo 
strirfg§  only,  Some  of  them  ha^  blso  toamcd  to  mie 
theirtfiusic  on  paper.  Nuftih&re  Went  to  8ee  the  presdots 
left  at  Yuen-Vhin-'ytien/  Amoag  these  ^erc  three  of  the 
•  Emperor's  grandSsons,  who  greatly  aflmired  %<hat  they  be- 
held. Some  Mandarines  tiied  to  ftl^train  these  efnotioot, 
'\   ifibaing  to  tfcat  the  'w*hole  fts  common  6bje6b.'  Bat  ertry 
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eye  was  delighted  with  the  vases  which  were  from  the  ma- 
nufa^ory  of  Mr.  Wedgwood.  Among  other  articles  was 
a  volume  of  portraits  of  the  British  nohilicy.  A  Mandarine 
attended  to  mark  91^  e^h  ^f  thp^e  the  ns^e  and  rank  of  the 
person  it  represented.  Wbgn  h^  p#n^  to  the  likeness  of 
a  Duke,  taken  when  l^is  Grace  was  very  young,  and  was 
told  that  the  original  was  ^ great  man^  the  Mandarine,  asto- 
nished, threw  down  his  pencil,  sayiqg,  that  he  dared  riot 
mention  him  in  chat  manner,  as  his  Majesty  knew  the  dif- 
fffrCQCis  bf  tweM^n  a  gr^t  mart  an^l  a  Me  bey. 

Tbcr  £nib<i4»p4pr*  during  his^ay,  rode  io  ap  ^ng]isb 
^flri[i2^gp,  dff?W9  hy  ii^yxT  Taitaf  hpf  sej.  This  wfgis  ^  n^vpl 
ejgiit  tP  j;!>^.Q^ii]fis^  ^ho  used  ^(dy  t*YPr wheeled  ini^ciYpej^ 
fijfed  wiitlt9aJt  spring?!  tp  ^p,  shafts.  A  n^agjpi^cent  pb^- 
riqt,  ^geed  fi^r  ^he  Epsperor,  .vvae  nui^ch  a^fpiff^^;^!?^ 
the  ^o^  >ifa8  4\!?liged  tp.be  ;^kfifi  off,  as  x\^t  IVIapd^riiM:? 
W^rq  9^j4shf^  |h^  %ay  tn^n  should  be  «ea^^  akov^  thf 

The  eveamg  preceding  the  Embassador's  q^iit^wg  ?£kiq, 
a  gceat  .Mandarine  came  to  his  Excdleticy  widi  a  ngtesaagir 
froia  (he  Emperor^  enquiring  a6er  bis  health,  and  xecomr 
mending  him  to  m^ke  leasy  jourqies  to  Tartary ;  aod  ui- 
fbropiDg  him  diat  Iteand  his  suite  would' be  accommod{ite4 
at  the  Imperial  palaces,  through  the  whole  mute  to  Zbfi^hol. 

D&  Piowiddie  cemi^ined  bohind»  to  cpn^^Wte  th^  ad- 
justment of  the  planetarium ;  and  othet  persons  of  the^^fTi-" 
bassy  wem  also  left,  on  iiSkixni  accouni^i  at  Pckilfi  ^nd 
Yuen^min-yiien* 
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CHAPTER  XTII. 


jtoart   TO   THE    NORTHBILK    BOUKDAtY    OT   CHINA. 
VifiW    OP    THB    GREAT    WALL. 

The  embassy  left  Pekin  Sept.  2,  1793*  '^^  piaia»  oa 
which  the  city  stands,  reaches  far  to  the  nortfi  and  sooth. 
To  the  west  are  hills ;  but  the  opposite  diredion  was  quite 
level  to  die  sea.  The  road  across  this  plain  was  shaded 
with  rows  of  the  rough-barked  willow,  of  an  amazing 
size.  During  this  part  of  the  rdute  his  Excellency'  tra* 
Veiled  in  his  own  carriage,  and  at  times  took  some  of  the 
Maudarines  with  him.  They  were  at  first  alarmed  lest 
the  carriage  should  overset,  but  at  last  they  were  perfedly 
pleased  with  its  ease,  expedition,  and  convenience.  The 
soil  near  the  road  was  a  rich  loam,  in  a  high  state  of  cnld* 
vation.  The  strangers  took  particular  notice  of  one  fidc^ 
sa  which  was  planted  a  species  of  ^the  polygonum.  They 
learned  that  its  leaves  were  prepared  like  those  of  the  indi- 
go, and  produced  the  same  colour.  It  was  mentioned  abo 
ihu  «  9mall  species  of  the  colutea  produced  a  dye  of  a  green 
cobor. 

Hardly  a  plant  grows  in  China  which  is  not  made  toan«> 
svirer  some  necessary  purpose  of  life.  Thus  die  seeds  of  a 
species  of  fagara  are  used  instead  of  pepper. .  Oil,  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  olives,  is  extrafted  from  the  kemeb  of 
apricdts ;  and  for  ordinary  purposes  from  the  seeds  of  sesa* 
mum,  hemp,  cotton,  turnip,  mint,  and  others:  The  Chi* 
;  make  cloth  from  the  fibres  of  a  dead  netde;  aodpaper 
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from  Yariout  kinds  of  bark,  from,  the  fibres  of  hempi  and 
from  rice  straw.  A  species  of  momordica  serves  for  cu- 
cumber. A  carthmus  is  eaten  with  rice.  The  shepherd's 
purse  is  mixed  with  their  salads.  They  extradl  from  the 
carthamus  the  finest  red.  The  jcup  of  the  acorn  makes  a 
black ;  and  ash  leaves  are  used  to  rear  silk-worms. 

Few  trees  were  seen  hereabouts  but  willows  and  poplar^ 
around  cemetcties,  and  a,  few  of  ihe  ash  and  mulberry.  A 
willow,  on  the  bank  of  a  stream,  was  found  to  be  fifteen 
feet  in  girth,  at  a  man^s  height  from  the  root.  On  a  nar- 
row river,  which  was  crossed  i\as  day,  numerous  boats 
were  seen.  Its  course  was  S.  and  £•  as  was  that  of  all  the 
others  seen  in  this  tm&.  Goods  are  brought  down  tliese 
rivers  from  the  borders  of  Tartar  y ;  others  are  brought  on 
dromedaries ;  these  were  frequently  loaded  with  furs,  but 
they  sometimes  carry  inferior  articles,  and  even  charcoal,  to 
Pekin,  where  it  is  the  principal  fiiel  used  for  culinary  pur* 
poses.  The  sheep  on  the  pbins  had  short  thick  fleshy  tailsy 
in  great  request  among  the  epicures. 

About  twenty  miles  from  Pekin,  the  country  rose,  and* 
the  soil  became  sandy.  A  little  beyond,  the  party  rested  for 
the  day  at  an  Imperial  palace,  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
having  a  park  and  pleasure  grounds.  The  trees  here  wer» 
thick,  through  which,  however,  a  stream  was  seen  at  a 
small  distance.  Some  of  the  hills  beyond  were  planted, 
l>ut  others  were  quite  naked.  All  the  natural  objedb  were 
here  preserved;  for  a  Chinese  gardener  copies  nature,  coa- 
uniting  only  to  umte  simplicity  with  beauty. 

Thd  hills,  near  the  palace,  formed  a  pass  of  about  a  mile 
in  breadth*  Near  them  are  some  nuneral  springs,  called  th^ 
baths  of  the  Emperor. 

Beyond  this  pass  was  a  large  plain,  containing  seycxal 
yiUagesy  two  walled  ,towos»  and  anotl^r  ImperM  psilace* 
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In  tljc  pleaiDre  grounds,  a  white  suhiiance  was  ofascnroi 
resembling  clialk.  in  their  prestn;  journey  ihe  iravdfen 
began*  CO  see  several  other  mi&oralogical  fesemblances  to 
their  native  land* 

The  generality  of  the  hills,  passed  the  second  ds}r,  hjd  a 
peculiarity  of  figure  and  position,  each  r'ttiog  from  its  own 
base,  separately  from  the  pfaun^  00  which  diey  were  dis- 
orderly scattered. 

The  low  grouiids  had  nxunerous  plaotadocks  of  tobacco. 
The  Chinese,  smoke  it  through  tubes  of  bamboo,  and  this 
praAice  is  universal  even  among  chiUrea« 

Tobacco  is  also  taken  in  powdo*.  A  Masdarine  is 
genersHy  furnished  with  an  ornamented  phial  of  snuflF. 
They  likewise  use  powdsred  cinnabar  in  the  same  way 
as  they  do  opium  and  other  substances  for  smoking. 

This  was  the  season  for  coring  tobacco,  which  opera- 
tion was  chiefly  performed  in  the  open  afr.  The  leaves 
were  hung  on  cords  to  dry,  without  shelter,  where  they 
grew  Every  family  was  large  enough  to  gather  and 
preserve  its  own  produce.  This  shews  that  the  climate  is 
not  subje£k  to  moisture,  and  the  minute  division  of  landed 
property.  In  this  pait,  itideod,  some  lands  have  been  given 
to  Tartar  families,  which  de$cend  to  ths  heir*male  ;  but 
thfse  are  few,  and  none  considerable.  The  population 
seemed  to  decrease  on  the  third  day.  The  road  ran 
through  a  walled  town,  but  without  cannpn*  Troops  were 
stationed  here,  to  secore  the  tribute  colle&ed  in  the  oei^- 
bourhood,  to  protefl-  the  public  granaries,  and  to  guard  ttie 
prisons.  Sotne  of  these  soldiers  were  employed  in  repair- 
ing the  roads,  which  vi^re  so  rugged  and  steep^  diat  the 
Embassador  was  obliged  to  travel  some  way  in  a  palanquio. 
The  scenery  was  beautiful  ^  wild  goats  and  wild  horses  ap- 
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peared  oh  Ae  hilk,  and  mm  going  up  in  quest  of  spoCs  fit 
to  be  cultivated. 

.  Accottlii^  to  Dr.  Gillan,  ^*  the  mountains  mostly  sloped 
from  the  sea  towards  Tariary,  presenting  on  the  opposite 
side  the  naked  rock.  The  di^Terent  strata  were  as  follow: 
tho  first,  ^hich  was  seen  in  the  lowest  parts  of  tlie  beds  of 
the  rivers,  was  of  sand  and  sand-stone ;  that  above  it  was 
coarse  grained  limestone;  the  next  above  thjs  was  an  ir- 
regular and  thick  stratum  of  indurated  clay»  sometimes  of 
a  bluish  -colour,  and  at  others  of  a  brown-red,  which  was 
produced  by  calx  of  iron.  In  many  places  were  perpen* 
dicdar  veins  of  white  spar.  On  the  highest  hills  were 
masses  of  granite,  but  iK>ne  near  the  road." 

A  river,  which  ran  in  this  part,  had  a  bridge  accross  it^ 
fixed , on  caissqons  of  wattles,  filled  with  stones.  Bridges 
of  this  kini  are  common  hereabouts,  being  quickly  ere&ed, 
2Uid  at  a  litdeexpaice.  The  c^iissoons  are  of  various  sizes, 
and  are  fixed  by  upright  spars.  In  broad  and  navigable 
streams,  flat-bottomed  boats  are  placed  instead  of  these 
catssoons.  Planks^  hurdles,  and  gravel  cover  the  whole. 
Temporary  bridges  are  erefted  when  the  Emperor  travels, 
lest  the  others  should  not  bear  the  crowds  and  loads  which 
pass  on  such  an  occasion. 

The  Tartars  appeared  in  this  journey  to  be  almost  as  nu« 
werous  as  the  Chinese.  The  first  were  generally  iijore  ro- 
bust, with  Jess  expressive  countenances,  and  less  courtesy  of 
maimers.  Tlie  women  had  their  feet  of  the  natural  size, 
and  their  head-dresses  consistedio  natural  or  artificial  flowers. 
Even  the  old  and  the  poor  thus  adorn  themselves ;  and  the 
raising  of  flowers  forms  a  regular  employment.  The 
Chinese  gardeners  have  attained  the  skill  of  improving  the 
beauty,  size,  and  fragrance  of  their  flowers,  particularly 
the  anemone,  peony,  and  others.    The  Missionaries  have 
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abo  introduced  some  fixua  Eiiropei  [among  wluch  k  the 
tuberose. 

The  different  manners  of  the  Tartars  and  the  Chinese 
was  now  apparent  in  the  beggars  who  endeairoured  to  ex- 
cite the  pity  and  charity  of  the  strangers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  a  line  continued  to 
the  summits  of  the  Tartarian  mountains,  fixed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  beholders.  Soon  after,  a  wall  with  battlements 
was  teen,  and  the  view  that  could  be  caught  of  it,  as  it  nui 
along  the  ridges  of  hills^  over  the  tops  of  mountains,  and 
descending  into  the  vallies,  carried  by  arches  over  rivers, 
and  in  several  places  so  multiplied  as  to  comprdiend  im- 
portant pasto,  and  interspersed  with  towers  at  short  dis- 
tances, gave  the  idea  of  a  stupendous  undertaking.  ^  What 
principally  excited  astonishment  was,  how  the  materials 
could  be  carried,  and  such  massy  works  ereded  in  places 
that  appeared  inaccessible.  One  of  the  highest  ridges 
over  which  tlie  wall  is  carried  has  been  found  to  be  5225 
feet. 

This  fortification  is  said  to  extend,  though  not  equally 
perfedl  throughout,  1500  miles;  for  so  long  was  the 
h*ne  of  limitation  between  the  Chinese. and  the  Tar- 
tar tribes.  Walls  of  this  kind  arc  mentioned  in  antient 
history,  but  none  were  equal  to  this,  which  has  exceeded 
them  in  duration  as  well  as  in  strength.  Many  parts  of 
this  wall  have  fallen  to  decay,  and  others  have  been  re- 
paired ;  but  the  chief  work  displays  a  care  ^nd  skill  which 
have  kept  it  entire  for  above  2000  years. 

It  is  not  known  when  such  a  kind  of  barrier  was  first 
eredled  between  the  two  countries,  but  the  time  of  its  com- 
pletion was  about  three  centuries  before  Christ,  since 
which  the  annals  of  this  empire  have  been  faithfully  and 
uniformly  kept  iii  public  records  and  by  private  bi^torians. 
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Hist^^  has  b^eo  generally  encouraged  in  Chlna^  Jn 
every  great  town  degrees  were  conferred  on  him  who  h^d 
made  a  proficiency  in  it.  Historical  works  were  numerous, 
consequently  there  can  hardly  be  a  doubt  respe£Uf|g  the 
epoch  of  this  building,  wliicb  is  spoken  of  in  all  the  Clu* 
tiese  histories. 

During  sixteen  centuries  the  wall'prbved  sufficient  td 
keep  out  tlie  Tartars,  till  Geugis-kan  overcame  every  ob* 
stacle,  and  made  himself  master  of  China.  In  less  tlian  a 
century,  however,  the  invaders  were  driven  out,  and  the 
Chinese  remained  in  full  possession  till  the  last  age,  wlien, 
JO  consequence  of  a  civil  war,  they  were  invited  back,  and 
have  maintained  their  footing  ever  since. 

This  work  had  other  uses  besides  the  defence  which  it 
afforded  in  war.  In  the  time  of  peace  it  prevented  too  free 
an  intercourse  between  the  Chinese  and  Tartars ;  it  kept 
out  the  wild  beasts  that  abound  in  tl;?  country  of  the  latter; 
and  it  was  a  boundary  line  between  the  two  nations,  be- 
sides preventing  the  escape  of  criminals,  or  of  disafiedlcd 
persons. 

The  idea  of  foreign  conquest  has  never  been  cherished 
in  China,  but  the  policy  of  the  state  is  to  keep  the  subjects 
in  their  own  country.  To  leave  it  without  licence  is 
deemed  criminal,  and  incurs  punishm^t. 

Since  the  re*est^blishment  of  the  Tartars  the  importance 
of  the  wall  has  been  greatly  lessened.  The  Chinese  them- 
selves view  it  with  indifference,  fiut  it  has  always  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  foreigners  who  have  visited  this 
country.  Marco  Paolo,  however,  the  first  European  who 
gave  an  account  of  China,  has  not  noticed  it,  though  he 
must  have  seen  it  in  his  journey  through  Tartary.  Thi^ 
^ileoce  has  led  a  learned  Italian  to  doubt  whether  the  wall 
was  really  in  being  in  Paolo's  time.     It  appears,  however. 
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^m  a  copy  of  his  travels,  taken  from  the  Doge*8  Vbnrf 
^  Yeaice,  that  he  took  a  route  into  China  quite  out  of  tbs 
<x)urse  of  the  great  wall. 

It  was  approached  by  our  travellers  by  a  steep  ascent, 
till  they  came  to  the  southern  gate,  so  cali^  in  reference 
to  one  on  the  Tartar  side.  The  southern  gate  was  elected 
across  a  road,  where  it  went  over  a  chain  of  hills  moitly 
inaccessible.  It  defended  the  pass  in  a  strong  situation. 
The  road  1^  through  a  defile,  at  ^he  end  of  which  was  a 
military  post* 

Captjsiin  Parish  says,  **  that  military  posts  are  generally 
square  towers,  where  a  few  men  are  constantly  stationed. 
In  time  of  war,  probably,  they  may  be  the  rendezvous  of 
the  adjacent  troops.  They .  are  either  at  the  entrance  of 
passes,  or  on  heights,  or  on  the  narrow  passages  of  rivers. 
They  are  from  forty  eet  square,  and  as  many  in  height,  to 
four  feet  square,  and  sl^c  feet  high.  Few,  indeed,  are/quite 
80  small  as  the  last,  but  one  such  was  pas&ed  oh  the  road 
hither.  The  entrance  to  the  largest  towers  is  by  a  flight 
of  steps,  chiefly  made  of  loose  stones,  which  lead  to  an 
arch  about  half  the  height  of  the  tower,  from  'the  base. 
Ports  are  rarely  seen  in  the  sides.  The  towets,  except  the 
largest,  are  tpostly  Solid.  On  the  t9p  is  a  building  that 
seems  capable  of  containing  the  whole  g^nison.  Atone 
end  of  it  is  a  flag- staff,  on  which  is  hoisted  a  yellow  stand-, 
ard.  The  wails  are  ornamented  sometimes  with  a  dragon. 
!^Iear  the  tower  is  a  hiit  that  serves  as  a  guard-house,  and 
{n  front  is  a  red  stand,  on  which  are  some  spears  and  mus- 
quets.  Near  to  each  tower  is  a  pai-loo,  built  of  wood,  and 
.painted  black,  white,  and  red.  Close  to  it  are  several  ele- 
vations of  masonry,  exhibiting  tlie  figures  of  dragons. 
Th^  are  said  to  have  formerly  served  to  convey  signals. 
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INic  ihnj  are  now  only  ornamental.    They  are  of  very 
difierem  forms. 

**  As  the  embassy  passed  these  posts,  the  meii  turned  out 
to  pay  their  respefits.  They  were  generally  unarmed.  A 
man  on  the  top  of  tlie  tower  struck  upon  a  loo,  while 
another  fired  a  salute  from  three  small  iron  chambers^ 
|>laced  upright  in  the  ground.  These  posts  are  at  difierent 
distances  front  each  other.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Pei<* 
ho  to  Tong  choo-foo  there  were, about  fifteen,  besides 
those  at  Tong-coo  and  Tien  sin^;  but  on  the  road 
from  Fekin  to  Tartary  thcie  is  one  to  nearly  every  five 
liiiles/' 

The  road  led  from  the  last  post  througK  a  valley,  watered 
by  a  pleasant  stream.  There  was  hardly  room  between 
the  hiils  for  the  road  and  river.  A  tower  was  buih  across 
the  first,  having  a  gateway  in  the  middle,  and  an  arch  wai^ 
thrown  over  the  river.  Thcrb  wefc  the  remains  of  wall* 
leading  from  the  toweh  vp  die  hills;  arid  there  are  alsd 
the  ruins  of  works  and  habitatiotis.  The  travellers  at 
length  arrived  at  Koo  pe-koo,  the  residence  of  the  strong 
garrison  that  defended  that  part  of  the  outer  Wall.  It  v^ai 
surrounded  by  bbncentric  works,  joined  to  the  main  wall. 
Here  militai-y  honoiirs  were  paid  to  the  Embassador. 
The  troops  were  drawh  up  In  two  lines  facing  inwards^ 
and  formed  By  companies,  each  having  a  leader,  stand* 
ard,  and  five  camp  colours.  There  were  Mandarines  in 
each  of  the  lines;  their  music,  tents,  and  trumtiets,  pai- 
loos,  by  twelve  successive  companies  on  each  side,  and 
about  t)cn  small  field  pieces,  closed  the  wholei  The  num« 
feer  of  troops  might  be  about  izpo. 

Hereabouts  there  were  some  breaches  in  the  great  wall^ 
by  which  an  opportunity  was  offered  of  examining  it ;  ac* 
rordingly  all  the  gentlemen  wegt  to  view  it,  and  Captain 
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Parish  was  remarkably  joquiaitive  in  his  ohi^rfttoQi. 
'^  The  body  of  the  wall  (he  says)  was  an  elevation  of 
earth,  kept  in  on  each  side  by  a  wall  of  masoQry«  aod  ter- 
raced by  a  brick  platform.  These  walls,  continued  above 
the  platform,  formed  the  parapets.  The  total  heifht  of  the 
brick  was  twenty-five  fee^.  The  basis  of  this  is  of  sCooe, 
projeding  about  two  feet  beyond  the  brick">work,  the  hdght 
of  which  is  irregular.  The  thickness  of  each  retaining 
wall  is  five  feet,  and  the  entire  thickness  of  the  wall  itvif 
is  twenty-five  feet.  In  many  places  there  is  a  small  diich 
beyond  the  foundation  of  the  wall. 

'*  The  towers  on  the  walls  are  about  one  hundred  yax^ 
distant  fropi  each  other*  They  are  of  very  di&rent  di« 
mensions  and  constru<3ions.  That  which  was  first  exa« 
mined  consisted  of  one  story,  on  a  level  with  the  terrepleioe 
of  the  wall ;  and  above  this,  a  parapet  resembling  that  of 
the  wall.  It  had  three  ports  below  in  each  frbnt,  and  two 
in  each  front  of  the  parapet  of  its  platform.  This  tower 
proje£b  eighteen  feet  from  the  wall  on  the  side  ot  Tartary. 
The  entrance  at  the  base,  from  the  platform,  is  by  one  of 
the  ports.  The  second  tower  was  of  a  difierent  form,  di- 
mension, and  situation,  having  two  stories  besides  its  plat- 
form. It  was  a  square  stone  building,  nearly  solid,  inter- 
8e£ted  with  arched  passages,  in  the  figure  of  a  cross,  at  each 
end  of  wliich  was  a  window.  This  tower  has  two  flanks 
to  the  wall.  Between  the  entrance  and  the  centre  x^  die 
cross  is  a  stair-case,  leading  to  the  second  story.  This  con* 
tains,  in  fa£t,  but  one  square  room,  consisting  of  three  equal 
arches,  parallel  ro  each  other,  and  three  lines  of  arches  of 
communication^  leaving  four  square  piers  of  masonry  near 
the  middle^  Three  ports  face  the  wall  on  each  ade  s  the 
centre  ports  facing  the  wall  enfilade  the  terrepleine  on  each 
side  the  tower;  and  the  rest  flank  the  sides  of  the  wall  in 
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tfcry  diredioQ.  The  other  pacts  6f  die  tower  look  to  the 
N.  and  S.  There  are  twelve  emlNrasiires  ia  tlie  parapet  of 
the  platform,  with  loop  holes  in  the  iotervak.  Thus  each 
front  has,  on  the  lower  story,  one  port ;  on  the  second,  three ; 
on  the  platform  three  embrasures  and  five  loop-holes.  The 
diflerent  coins,  as  well  as  the  stone  foundations  of  the 
towers  and  wall,  are  of  a  grey  granite. 

**  The  other  parts  consist  of  a  bluish  kind  of  bricks,  laid 
in  laminse,  each  of  the  thickness  of  a  brick ;  thus  forming, 
in  a  maiuier,  as  many  walls  as  there  are  bricks  in  thickness* 
These  bricks  are  of  different  dimensions,  but  those  in  the 
front  Were  as  follow:  thickness  of  the  bricks  three  in« 
ches  and  three  quarters;  width,  seven  inches  and  a  half; 
length,  one  foot  six  inches.  Those  on  the  terraces  were 
pcrfeilly  square.  Whenever  bricks  of  the  ordinary  size 
would  not  answer,  others  moulded  of  the  exa£l  form  and 
size  were  provided.  The  cement  was  more  than  half  an 
inch  thick,  and  had  but  a  small  proportion  of  any  iiigre* 
dient  to  change  the  perfe£l  whiteness  of  the  calcined  lime'- 
stone. 

**  The  colour  of  the  bricks  excited  a  doubt  whether  they 
had  sustained  the  adlion  of  fire*  It  has  been  found  tha^ 
masses  of  clay'br  brick  shruik  when  so  exposed ;  and  that 
they  dp  so  in  pfoportion  to  the  degree  of  heat ;  but  that 
they  do  not  return  to  their  former  size  when  taken  from 
the  fire.  Had  diese  bricks  been  baked  in  the  sun,  they  would 
have  shrinked  on  being  exposed  to  a  red  heat ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case.  Some  of  the  kilns,  indeed,  yet  remain  where, 
in  all  likelihood,  they  were  burned.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  wail  was  intended  for  a  defence  against  cannon,  as  the 
parapets  are  incapable  of  resisting  cannon  shot.  But  small 
holes  were  seen  beneath  the  embrasures  of  the  towers,  as  if 
for  the  reception  of  the  swivels  of  walUpieces.    These 
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holei  appear  tb  be  as  old  as  the  wall  itself,  abd  it  is  dificuft 
to  guess  for  what  other  purpose  they  could  be  formed  than  for 
fire*anT)S.  The  field- pieces  in  China  are  usually  mounted 
with  swivels.  Several  were  seen  at  Koo*pe-koo,  mounted 
on  stands.  From  hence  it  is  probable  that  the  pretensions 
of  the  Chinese  to  an  early  discovery  of  gun^powder  ait 
well-founded.'* 

A  consideration  of  this  wonderful  struAure  leads  us  to 
form  a  pretty  just  idea  of  the  state  of  archite&use  and  for- 
tification in  China  before  the  period  of  Christianity. 

The  line  traced  by  this  wail  is  istill  a  line  of  defmarka- 
tion  between  the.  Chinese  and  Tartars :  and  notwithstand- 
ing, the  union  of  the  two  nations  under  one  monarch,  yet 
they  still  entertain  notions  of  distinct  claims  and  jurisdic^ 
tions* 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


^RRIVAL    AT    THE  -IMPBRIAL    COURT    IN    TARTART. 

On  arriving  m  Tartary,  his  Excellency  was  visited  by  a 
military  Mandarine  of  that  nation.  Van^ta*zhin,  though 
of  equal  rank,  hardly  ventured  to  sit  down  in  his  presence. 
The  lower  Qrd^rs  of  Tartars  afiedl  consequence  on  their 
own  territory.  Nor  do  the  Chinese  presume  to  punish  a 
servant  of  that  country  on  the  Tartar  side  of  the  great  wall. 
Several  Chinese  families  were  seen,  and  women  with  little 
feet ;  but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  Tartars  have  copied 
their  neighbours  in  this  respe£^  though  they  have  in  others. 

On  advancing  into  Tartary  the  season  became  cooler, 
^e  roads  rougher^  and  the  mountains  more  naked,  the 
trees,  except  pines»  were  mostly  stunted  oaks,  and  diminu- 
tive aspin,  elm,  hazel,  and  walnut  trees.  1  hese  generally 
grew  on  the  south  side  of  the  mountains ;  the  otlier  sides 
being  thinly  covered  with  thorns  and  poor  grass.  Bears, 
wolves,  and  tigers  are  said  to  be  in  the  woods. 

In  the  vallies  is  found  that  sort  of  hare  which  turns  white 
in  winter.  It  is.also  remarkable  for  the  length  of  his  feet 
and  toes,  which,  joined  together  as  he  leaps  over  snow, 
support  him  from  sinking  into  it.  Hares,  and  other  beasts 
of  the  chaise,  are  driven  into  snares  by  people  forming  a 
circle,  who,  with  a  great  noise,  force  the  animals  to  a  small 
space,  where  they  are  caught.  Tlie  dog  in  Tartary  is  do- 
mesdc,  and  seldom  barks  in  tlie  day  time. 
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Many  of  the  people  in  the  valleys  were  observed  tq  la- 
bour under  the  disorder  called  the  goitre,  or  swelled  neck. 
IDr.  Gillan  remarked  that  near  one  sixdi  of  the  inhabitants 
were  thus  affiided,  which  is  common  to  both  sexes,  but 
snore  so  to  the  females.     In  other  respedts  these  people 
were  healthy,  but  they  approached  more  or  less  to  a  state  of 
idiocy.     They  are  rc^rded  as  sacred,  and  are  maintained 
with  great  care.    This  peculiarity  is  conEned  to  the  human 
form ;  and  is  usually  attributed  to  the  use  of  snow  water. 
Probably,  however,  the  mountainous  atikiosphere  may  con- 
cur b  producing  this  eSeA.    That  part  of  Tanary  where 
this  disorder  is  found  much  resembles  Savoy  and  Swit- 
zerland. 

In  the  last  day*s  journey  the  ri<%es  of  the  mounlaim  ran 
almost  parallel  to  the  road.  Thcve  were  huge  rocks  of 
granite  of  difibiem  sizeis,  and  covered  with  a  slight  sod,  but 
their  sides  were  naked.  Between  the.  upper  ridge  and  the 
vaUey  appeatbd  something  like  all  upright  rock,  or  an 
o)d  ruin  of  an  irregular  fonn,  above  two  hundred  feet  high, 
and  wklenbg  at  the  top.  On  die  summit  some  tail  shruba 
were  growing.  One  of  the  gentlenien  who  went  to  exa« 
mine  it,  leported  tliat  it  was  not  an  entire  rock,  but  masses 
of  gravel  inclosed  in  indurated  clay.  It  was  doubtless 
firmer  than  the  suntKinding  soil,  which  had  given  way  to 
the  torrents,  leaving  this  pyramid  in  an  inverted  position. 
This  removal  of  a  stratum  two  hundied  feet  in  depth,  for 
such  a  prodigious  way,  is  a  far  greater  change  on  the  globe 
than  any  that  is  noticed  in  histCM-y. 

Some  parts  of  Tartai-y  have  been  found  to  be  fifteen  ' 
thousand  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  yellow  sea,  and  con- 
sequently the  atmosphere,  at  such  a  height>  must  be  consi« 
derably  cooled.  . 
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From  these  heights  the  travellers  beheld  the  valley  of 
Zhe-hol,  the  summer  residence  of  the  Emperor,  the  palace 
of  which  is  called  the  Seat  of  grateful  Coolness,  and  the 
pleasure  grounds  the  Garden  of  innumerable  Trees. 

His  Majesty  viewed  the  procession  of  the  embassy  from 
an  eminence  in  his  gar4en.  His  Excellency  was  received 
ivith  miHiary  honours,  amidst  numerous  s[)e6iators.  Many 
of  these  were  dressed  in  yellow,  and  wore  round  yellow 
hats.  Some  boys  were  also  dressed  in  the  same  manner. 
These  were  ajower  order  of  lamas,  and  novices  of  that 
8c6l  of  Fo,  to  which  the  Emperor  attached  himself.  The 
people,  however>  did  not  appear  to  treat  ;hem  with  much 
resped. 

The  building  appropriated  for  the  embassy  stood  out^ 
side  the  town,  on^  the  side  of  a  hill,  and  consisted  of  diffe- 
rent courts,  each  situated  on  a  higher  level  than  tlie  former* 
and  communicating  with  each  other  by  steps  of  granite. 
The  whole  was  large  and  convenient,  having  a  pleasant 
view  of  the  hills,  the  town,  and  the  Imperial  park.  I'he 
dwellings  in  Zhe-hol,  except  those  of  Mandarines,  were 
wretched  hovels,  full  of  people,  and  the  streets  were  irregu- 
lar and  unpaved.  Diredly  l)eyond  it  appeared  the  Impe* 
rial  palace,  gardens,  and  temples. 

The  chief  buildings,  both  in  their  outward  form  and  in- 
ternal conveniencies  and  furniture^  were  like  those  in  Chi- 
na. *  The  great  door  openeil  to  a  hall,  having  a  room  on 
leach  side,  part  of  which  had  an  elevated  platfor^n,  covered 
with  doth  and  cusliions,  to  sit  on  iu  tiie  day,  and  for  sleep* 
ing  in  die  night.  The  furniture  consisted  of  varnished  'ta<» 
hl^,  and  a  few  chairs.  Two  great  Mandarines  waited  on 
^ie  Embassador  with  compliments  from  the  Emperor,  and 
pne  frotn  the  Colao,  or  Prime  Minister,  Hp-cbooog-tapng^ 
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The  tame  day  the  Legale  came,  aii6  ddirered  back  the  ac^ 
mot ial  vrhkh  he  had  engaged  to  trawiiut  to  the  Miufier^ 
Tliis.  change  of  sentiment  occaaoned  vaiioas  coBJcAvrca. 
*  The  Victroy  of  Canton  was  supposed  to  have  exerted  hii 
influence  against  the  English ;  and  he  bad^  mdeed»  teoonrse 
tp  the  testimony  of  the  condemned  Hoppo^  or  coUeOor  of 
the  customs  at  Canton,  who  was  hrooght  to  Zhe-hoL  to 
give  an  nnfavonrablc  account  of  the  English.  The  Cobo 
was  made  to  believe  that  the  Emba&sador  pught  to  do 
homage  to  the  Emperor  without  condkion.        ^ 

His  Excellency  was,  therefore,  anxious  to  have  this 
business  setded  before  the  time  of  lus  appearance.  The 
Colao  wished  to  sec  him,  but  being  indisposed,  hu  Sccre* 
tary  was  sent  in  his  room,  with  a  copy  of  the  King's  letter 
and  the  aforesaid  memorial.  The  Secretary,  beariif  the 
commission  of  N^inister  Plerapoterttiary^  waited  on  die 
Colao  at  the  Imperial  pahce,  Thir  Minisicr  was  said  to 
have  been  a  Tartar  of  mean  origin,  and  raised  on  a  sodden 
to  the  favour  of  the  Monarch  from  being  one  of  his 
guards.  He  was  at  one  time  reduced  agam  to.  his  on|^ 
situation  for  a  fortnight,  when  the  Emperor  diacovet ing 
his  innocence,  restored  him  to  his  favour,  and  to  a  power 
inferior  only  to  his  own. 

The  Colao  sat  on  a  platform  covered  wkbsilk*  widi 
two  Tartieir  and  two  Chinese  Mandarines  of  stair  ooeach 
tide.  The  English  Minkrer  was  seated  in  a  chair,  while 
the  Legate  and  otiter.  Mandarines  were  oUtg^ro  sand. 
After  the  iisnal  formalities^  at:opy  of  his  Majesty's  fener 
in  Chined  was  presented  to  the  Colao,  which  gave  has 
great  plc&snre.  Of  the  memorial  he  affe£M  to  be  igoo* 
ttim,  I  but  urged  his  objedions  to  the  proposal  k  contaioai 
which  he  wished  to  be  reported  to  the  Emperor.  The 
ball  in  which  the  Audience  ^;v^  held  was  full  of  peopk. 
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^ich,  perhaps,  occsnooed  eke  Goiao  .to  tdk>^  an  sir  of 


Tiie  L«giJte»Dd  two  aiher  Msndaiites  from  the  Mi- 
Mier  wakod  'on  the  £aisb9iMKlor  the  day  foil&wing,  aaki 
endeafvoored  to  prevail  on  huri  to  g«Ve  up  die  disputed  ponH^ 
Hj6  Eiecenency,  liowever,  kdew  hk  diary  too  vtcU  co  iit« 
co^e,  and  look  (he  Oppominity  «f  meivaoiiifig  th&-oia:i>Ri« 
stance  of  the  natnft  of  ^rihot  b^kig  given  10  ^  p«tentti 
in  the  inscripdons.  The  M&nilaraies  weve  at  hst  oon^ 
vincbd  «rf'  the  pfopriety  of  his  pFOpoca]^  mA  asked  ^hoOr  hit 
fae  coiiU  cairy  his  peisoD&l  nsspoA  lo-ihe  Enipcrar*  Hit 
ExpeMency  answeped^  that  he  approBi^hed  his  own  Sove- 
reign by  bending  on  one  kjiee^  and  chat  he  wodUl  'vriUingly 
pay  his  respedls  to  the  Emperor  in  theaanie  inaimer.  TJns 
answer  aiffbrded  picsiwre  to 'the  MafldarincB,  who  signified 
that  tbey  woidd  soon  fet  ihim  know  die  detommiittiQli  iif 
the  \Joiirt* 

Is  the  interval,  "fre  dfeoourse  thia  took  plaoe  wich  !die 
Colao  fomished  ftdbje6t  for  geoeral  conv^aatiioa.  Soa^e  ' 
comidered  the  jtrangers  as  fresiMnptiioiis,  aAdi4airhsTB^saJd 
they  would  l)e  sent  away  without  an  audiende*  At  thil 
time  there  was  occasion  to  make  romflaints  jespq6)ing 
provisions,  which  wene  immediately  redtes^  and  greater 
supplies  sent  than  be£>r-e. 

Several  of  the  ;gentle(oen  .now  took  an  Of)t>orti)nity  of 
maJckig  an  eisciirsion  in  the  Jieighbourhood.  The  parfgr 
•oon  ascended  tlie  height  from  whence^y  aaw  the  %uJIey 
of  Zhe-hol,  winch)  thoogh  fertile,  was  not  -ao  well  cuki* 
vaxed  a»  the  grounds  in  China.  A  scream  waters  .this 
talley,  inihe  saoid  of  wiiich  gold  idost  is  foiind.  The-Mk 
jaoent  hiA\%  weite  neither  ^teep  nor  .h)g*b«  and  conmsfod  of 
clay  and  l^aN-d.  They  hid  soflQc  resemUattce  10  a-c«n« 
fused  se^i  the  broken  billows  of  which  lie  in  different  di- 
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redtioDS.  These  bills,  had  no  appearance  of  die  aAIoo  of 
fire,  but  they  had  the  marks  of  havbg'  been  long  covered 
hf  water,  and  seemed  as  if  they  had  once  been  woody. 
Bat  timber  was  scarce  hereabout,  and  the  carelcsness  of 
the  former  iohabitants  in  not  planting  young  trees  as  cher 
cut  down  old  ones  was  now  severely  felt. .  These  naked 
hills  could  not  attract  much  moisture.  The  gardens  oC 
the.  poor  had  wells  for  the  purpose  of  irrigation.  The 
bncket  was  made  of  ozier  twigs,  so  wdl^platted  as  to  held 
any  liquid.  These  gardens  abounded  in  garlick  and  odier 
Vjcgetables  used  as  a  relish  to  the  food  of  the  peasantry. 
Several  good  buildings  were  seen  in  the  valleys,  which 
proved  to  be  convents  of  Lamas,  ereSted  by  the  Einperon 
of  the  present  dynasty.' 

Tn  their  return  the  party  saw  beyond  Zhc-hol,  on  an 
height,  an  inverted  pyramid  like  that  described  in  the  joor- 
ney  from  Pekin,  and  some  of  the  gentlemen  widied  to  go 
and  examine  it ;  but  the  Mandarines  ]nfc»*n)ed  them  that  it 
would  be  improper,  as  from  thence  they  might  see  the 
ladies 'belonging  to  the  palace,  though  it  was  distam  from 
U  three  or  four  miles. 

'  The  embassy  was  now  busied  in  preparing  to  wail  on 
the  Emperor.  It  had  been  signified  to  his  Excellency  that 
his  Majesty  would  receive  the  same  form  of  obeisance 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  pay  to  his  own  Sovereign. 
This  was  a  welcome  piece  of  information  to  the  Embas- 
sador, who  was  relieved  by  it  from  much  anxiety.  The 
Emperor's  birth-day,  on  which,  occasion  numerous  Em- 
bassadors and  tributary  Princes  attended  at  Zite-hoU  was 
September  17  th,  but  the  14th  of  that  month  was  fixed  for 
die  reception  of  the  British  etnbassy.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  presents  which  had  been  bi'ought  hither  were  carried 
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10  the  palace ;  and  his  Imperial  Majesty  sent  to  sigDify  the 
aatisfa&ion  which  they  gave  him. 

The  EmbassaJor  paid  a  private  visit  to  the  Colao,  who 
received  him  with  the  greatest  affability,  and  with  all  the  ^ 
attention  due  to  his  chara^er.  In  this  conversation  his 
Excellency  endeavoured  to  impress  the  Colao  with  favour- 
able sentiments  of  tlie  British  nation,  and  incidentally; 
noticed,  that  on  the  termination  of  the  Mogul  empire  nf 
Hindostan,  through  internal  feuds,  some  of  the  maritime 
provinces  near  the  English  settlements  were  proteded  by 
them  without  removing  the  native  tributary  Princes,  biit 
that  otherwise  (hey  did  not  meddle  with  the  differences  of 
neighbouring  countries.  The  Colao,  hovvever,  offered  no 
opporuinity  of  disavowing  the  charge  respe£ting  the  people 
of  Thibet.  . 

The  Embassador  was  careful  ii|  suggesting  any  idea  as 
though  a  connexion  between  the  two  countries  could  be 
important  to  China,  either  by  the  introdudlion  of  Euro- 
pean goods,  in  the  way  of  barter,  or  by  supplying  cottoii 
or  rice  from  India,  or  of  bullion^  the  increase  of  which 
sometimes  produced  an  inequality  in  the  prices  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life ;  or  by  the  aid  of  a  naval  force  against  the 
pirates  on  the  coast. 

The  notions  of  the  Chinese  Government  respecting  die 
superiority  of  tlieir  empire  are  such,  that  a  communication 
with  other  coimtries  is  deemed  a  grace  conferred  on  them. 
The  Embassador,  sensible  of  this,  was  willing  to  negociaie 
according  to  their  principles,  and  thq  Colao  said  they  shoul^ 
often  meet  dunng  his  Excellency's  stay.  / 

This  visit  ended  with. expressions  of  esteem  and  satisfac* 
lion  on  both  sides.  Polite  messages,  with  fruit  and  sweets 
meats,  followed  from  the  Emperor  and  the  Colao.  The 
Oianncrs  of  this  Minister  were  pleasing,  and  his  under- 
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standing  penettating.  So  greatly  iSd  he  stand  in  the  linv 
perial  favour,  chat  the  Emperor  has  given  hit  daog^ner  «i 
one  of  his  sons*  This  ahinned  some  of  the  Imperial  fa- 
mily ;  and  one  tnan  W'as  presumptoo^s  enough  to  ftdvise 
the  Evnperor  to  declare' his  sQccessor^  to  prevent  disnnlwnf 
after  his  death.  The  adviser  was  seized,  and  capieaSy 
pufiished  for  his  assuranoe.  The  Eisiper^,  howevcrv 
caused  his  reasons  for  not  foUowiog  sscfa  adirice  to  be  in* 
serted  in  the  gavettts.  These  ^w«re,  the  daager  of  exciting 
too  great  an  ambidoo  in  the  persoti  nominated,  and  of  pm- 
ducing  a  faCtion  against  the  reigning  Monarch.  He  wa9 
therfrfbiie  resoli^  that  his  successor  should  renmin  ini- 
known ;  but  he  announced  to  his  suljeds  that  he  shodd 
nstire  from  the  taits  of  a  cmwn  if  he  should  complete  the 
6oth  year  of  his  reign,  which  would  be  in  1796,  when  he 
Would  appoint  his  succteor,  and  if  he  should  die  before  that 
time  the  ^ppointtnent  would  be  found  in  writing.  A  story 
is  told  that  his  own  &ther,  Yong-ching,  suddenly  ascended 
the  throne  by  snhstituling  his  own  name  in  tl  wiH  instead 
of  4nodiep,  \n  the  last  4iiome»ts  afhis  predecessor. 

On  die  day  pf  ptcsentation,  most  of  the  Imperial  fiunily 
amaded  No  panicolair  Tespe<Sk  was  sftewn  to-one  more 
than  another.  The  Embassador  and  his  gentlemen  went 
before  day  to  tbegardon  of  ^epalace,  in  the  centreof  which 
WM6  a  Ittr^  and  splAidid  lent,  support  hy  omamenied 
pillars.  The  canvas  about  the  middle  hung  down  per- 
pendicularly^ while  the  upper  part  fbrtncd  the  roof. 

I*n  tins  vent  wais  a  thttme,  and  there  were  windows  m 
die  tent  to  throw  light  on  that  part  ivlttre  it  stood.  In  Ae 
front  of  the  throne  wais  a  wide  opening,  having  a  large 
prcje'ifting  tent  of  ti  ydtow  trolowr.  The  furniture  was 
degant.  iSevtral  dthcr  terns  were  before  it,  and  one  be^ 
&md  it.    The  lanfr  wasfor  the  Emperor  to  tciJtc  to  from 
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Ids  tbronty  and  had  a  sopha  at  obe  end.  In  the  rest  V9tm 
various  nusqueu  and  aabres.  One  of  the  Jenea  in  front 
was  for  the  eipbasa^,  and  dieotherafcv  the  tributary  Tartar 
Priocea,  and  delegates  from  tributary  states.  Some  were 
also  for-  the  male  relations  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  chief 
estate  officers.  The  great  tent  was  for  the  reception  of  the 
British  Embassador*  « 

The  tribttUry  princes^  the  1>ranches  of  dte  Imperial  ik* 
mily,  and  the  great  Mandarines  in  front  of  the  tent,  were 
nninerousy  and  each  wore  a  badge  auiied  to  his  dignity. 
Many^of  the  courtiers  wore  partly  English  doth  instead  of 
silk  or  fun»  which  had  hitherto  beoi  only  allowed  in  the 
pi^eseuce  of  the  Emperor.  This  was  said  to  be  m  com*- 
pliment  to  the  Embassador ;  and  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
great  demand  for  this  article  in  consequence  of  this  ex« 
^mple. 

The  Princes  woie  the  transparent  red  bnttoa^  -which  k 
fiiiti  mark  of  the  highest  of  die  nine  orders.  None  of  the 
persons  assembled  on  this  occasion  had  an  inferior  mark  to 
the  opaque  red  bntiony  which  expresses  the  spcond  order  in 
the  state.  Some  had  peacocks'  feathers  in  an  agate  tube, 
afnd  hanging  from  die  bonnet.  There  are  three  degrees  of 
this  order,  according  to  the  nnmber  <>f  feathers  permitted  to 
ibe  wearer.  He  who  had  this  number  was  consideit^d  as 
thrice  great  and  happy,  and  each  had  his  separate  circle  of 
dependants.  The  custom  was  to  wait  for  the  Emperor  a 
long  ttrrie.  Some,  therefore,  continurd  in  the  garden  all 
4  night,  as  he  was  expede4  soon  after  the  dawn  of  day. 

Before  his  arrival,  the  Embassador's  tent  was  visited  by 
pnrabers,  either  out  of  politeness  or  curiosity.  Among 
Others  were  the  Emperor's  brother,  a  man  of  unafFc<fted 
manners,  above  the  middle  size,  and  bej^ond  the  middle 
9ge;  two  ofilie  Emperor's  sons,  and  two  grandsons;  the 
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4rBt  a  good  looking  man  and  civil,  the  latter  young,  talT, 
and  handsome.  One  of  the  tributarifss  came  from  near 
the^Caspian  Sea,  and  spoke  Arabic :  he  paid  particular  rt- 
8pe£l  to  the  embassy,  but  its  most  eminent  friend  was  the 
Viceroy  of  Pcche-lce,  who  made  such  a  report  of  the 
Embassador  to  all  the  courtiers,  that  they  became  highly 
interested  in  his  favour.  Just  after  day  light  the  Emperor 
came  from  behind  a  mountain  covered  with  trees,  preceded 
by  a  crowd  proclaiming  his  virtues  and  power.  He  was 
borne  in  an  open  car  by  sixteen  men;  and  attended  by 
guards,  ofl^ets,  flag,  and  umU-ella  bearers,  and  musicians. 
He  was'  dressed  in  dark  silk,  having  a  velvet  bonnet,  in 
the  front  of  which  was  a  large  pearl,  which  was  the  only 
jewel  he  had  about  him. 

On  entering  the  tent  he  mounted  his  throne  by  the  front 
steps.  The  Colao  and  two  head  persons  of  his  household 
were  n^xt  to  him,  and  always  addressed  him  on  their  knees« 
His  relations,  and  the  other  great  personages  in  attendance, 
being  placed  in  order,  the  President  of  .the  tribunal  of  Ce- 
remonies conduced  die  Embassador,  attended  by  his  page 
and  interpreter,  and  accompanied  by  the  Minister  Pleoipo* 
tentiary  near  ihe  left  hand  side  of  the  throne,  which  is  the 
place  of  honour.  The  other  gentlemen  of  the  embassy^^ 
«:nd  numbers  of  Mandarines  and  officers,  were  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  tent,  whence  they  could  see  the  ceremonies. 

The  Embassador  was  completely  dressed  according  to 
the  order  of  the  fiath;  and  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
wore  his  scarlet  gown  as  Do£tor  of  Laws.. 

His  Excellency  held  the  magnificent  gold  box,  orna- 
mented wirh  jewels,  containing  his  Majesty's  letter  to  the 
Emperor,  between  both  hands,  above  his  head,  and  dius 
ascending  the  few  steps  leading  to  the  throne,  and  bend* 
^Dg  on  one  knee,  presented  it,  with  a  short  address,  to  hi% 
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Imperial  Majesty,  ^ho,  taking  it  with  both  hands,  placed 
it  by  his  side,  signifying  "  the  pleasure  which  he  felt  in 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  sending  hiiTi  an  Embassy,  with  a 
letter  and  presents ;  that  he  also  entertained  like  ^mimetlts 
towards  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  hoped  that  har« 
niony  would  always  continue  between  their  respecStive 
subjcas/*  .    ' 

This  reception  was  regarded  by  the  Court  as  particularly 
honourable;  the  Emperor  seldom  receiving  Embassadors 
on  the  throne,  or  their  credentials  into  his  own  hands,  but 
through  oitf  of  his  courtiers. 

His  Imperial  Majesty,  after  a  little  further  conversation, 
gave,  as  a  present  to  his  Majesty,  a  precious  stone,  highly 
valued  by  the  Chinese.  It  was  more  than  a  foot  long, 
and  carved  into  the  shape  of  a  sceptre. 

His  Excellency  and  the  Minister,  then,  according  to 
custom,  presented  their  private  presents,  which  were  gra- 
ciously received  by  the  Emperor,  who  gave  others  in  re« 
turn.  White  these  ceremonies  were  passing,  his  Majesty 
seemed  quite  free,  lively,  and  unaffe£led.  His  eyes  were 
fiill  and  clear,  and  his  countenance  open.  He  enquired  of 
the  Colao  whether  any  one  of  the  embassy  knew  the  Chi- 
nese language;  and  being  told  that  the  page,  who  was 
then  in  bis  thirteenth  year,  only  had  made  any  profidency 
in  it,  he  had  him  brought  up  to  the  throne,  and  desired 
him  to  speak  Chinese,  and  so  pleased  was  he  with  the 
youth  that  he  took  from  liis  girdle  a  purse  for  holding  areca 
nut,  and  gavejt  to  him.  Purses  are  the  honorary  marks 
of  favour  conferred  by  die  Chinese  Monarch  on  his  fa* 
vourites,  but  tiis  own  purse  was  a  distindlion  above  all  other 
gifts  i  and  it  obtained  for  the  youth  the  caresses  of  several 
Mandarifics.  It  is^  not  magnificent,  being  of  ydlbw  silk, 
Rr 
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\fith  «  five  ci^w«d  drjigcm  aiyl  sooie' T^itar  tiumAift 
worked  in  \t. 

When  ihese  c^rcdioni^  wer«  ^nAoi,  tomo  EmlMSMdoiv 
from  Fegu,  and  Maheti^ecans  ftom  the  Ytoinity  of  liie 
Caspian,  were  iQtrDcjuc^  qh  thf  right  side  ot  die  ihmae. 
Tt^y  ni^^e  nioe  pro«tralioi»,  and  were  sooa  dinrnksnl 
His  Excellency  and  the  three  persons  with  him,wexe  then 
s^^r^  ap,cv)SihiQ99  to  tb^  left  of  the  EiiipeFdr.  Tb^  Im» 
pierial  Princes,  the  principal  Tanar  tributaries^  mui  gtou 
.Mandarioes,  were  seated  according  to  (heir  ranks.  A 
small  cable  was  laid  for  every  two  guests,  and  exhihissd  a 
spnripttious  banquet.  Every  table  had  a  pvramic)  of  dishes 
p^d  on  each  Qllvpr,  containing  various  viands  and  fruits. 
A  tattle  w^s  al^p  p)a^  before  the  Emperor,  who  are  very 
heartily.  Tea  was  likewise  served.  The  dishes  woe 
carried  to  hic9  YTHh  the  baods  lifted  over  the  head. 

Ia  all  tbi^  tin^.  a  tiplefon  silence  was  ohKrved,  qo  dis^ 
course  held  an^Qiig  the  gw^ts,  nor  awy  hurry  aasoi^  the 
servants.  Ifht^  ^j[ii^ror  sent  several  didics  fipota  his 
table  to  the  ^uro^^aos  i  aud  wheait  w^  ended^  he  i 
for  ihem,  and.  presented  4h^m  with  bis  own  hands  a  goUet 
.of  warm  Ct^WkC^e  ym^  somewhat  like  weak  Madeira. 
Ije  enquired  the  ag^  ^  \m  Bxitannic  Majesty^  ^f^  said^ 
that  be  wished  that  be  might  s^Xtw  to  his  own  a^  ^ikh 
vyas.  eighty-three,,  a^d  ^ith  a*  porfcft  health-  hi*edhe 
appeared  not.  to  b^  o}d^  than  the  yeara  be  had  reignei 
Vfl^ich  were  fifty-iseven.  -  Whea  the  feasl  was  over,  he 
came  dp^n  from  ibi?  thrQne,  and^walked  osca^  an^  fi^  to 
tbe  chair  tlji^t  vi{^itcd  f(ar  hkw 

frcsciM  frocn  the  Emperor  foUowed  the  Emh^isador, 
of  ^ilkf,  porcclaipi  ^s^  t?^,  bpth.  fpr  himaelf  asid  die  gentle* 
men  of  hk  suite^    Th<;  ^ks.  werc^  cb^ft^  WQVCB»  «ad  of  a 
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gnte  oolonr.  Some  were  in  the  fbrm  of  dresseib,  tirich  tht 
foor  clawed  dragon,  or  Imperial  tyger,  and  some  with  the 
Cluiiese  pheasant  embroidered  on  them;  the  fdrmel-  for 
themiiitaryt  and  the  latter  for  civil  Mandariaea  of  m&k. 
The  porcelain  was  in  separate  pieces..  The  tea  was  made 
into  balls  of  diiFerent  siaes  by  a  glutinbus  subscanco,  which  ' 
did  not  alter  the  taste.  It  is  brought  from  Yisen^nan,  and 
though  highly  prieed  by  die  Chifiese,  wa^  not  so  much 
esteemed  by  the  English  as  that  to  which  they  had  beeii  ac-^ 
customed.  Among  tlie  presents  of  fruits  were  some  whit^ 
grapes  of  n  rtrj  oblong  formi  aAd  as  latge  as  Spanish 
olives. 

Hardly  any  intercourse  is  carried  em  between  people 
of  different  ranks  without  mutual  presents  ^  tliose,  how- 
^er,  made  by  the  superior  order  are  treated  as  gifts,  while 
those  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  classes  are  regarded  as 
cffirings.  Similar  appellations  are  given  to  those  that 
pass  between  the  Emperor  and  foreign  Princes,  but  when 
he  mentions  himself,  particularly  in  relation  to  his  prede- 
cessors, he  always  makes  use  of  tlie  most  humble  termb  in 
relation  to  his  own  person* 

His  Imperial  Majesty  next  invited  the  Embassador  and 
his  suite  to  see  'hi&  gardens.  In  goiog  thither  early  in  tfa^ 
morning  they  met  the  Emperor,  who  stopt  and  toM  hil 
Excellency  diat  '*  he  was  going  tb  worship  in  tlie  temple 
of  Poo-ta-k,  but  that  he  had  direded  his  Ministers  to  at« 
tend  him  through  the  gardens. 

The  Embassador  was  surprized  at  finding  the  Coiao 
waiting  in  a  pavilion  for  him.  But  the  sitisfa&ion  af- 
fc^-ded  by  this  circumstance  was  somewhat  lessened  at 
seeing  the  Thibet  General,  who  accompanied  the  Mini* 
ster,  with  his  brother  and  another  officer  of  hi^h  rank. 

His  Excellency  thus  attendedi  went  through  the  pleasure 
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grounds  of  a  larger  space,  which*  howevert  wererlmt  a  pnf 
of  the  gardens,  the  rest  being  for  the  females  of  the  Impe- 
rial feroily^  T^^y  fode  through  a  verdant  vale,  in  wfakh 
\^ere  growing  trees  of  ao  uncommon  size,  and  grass  co  its 
utmost  height.  They  then  came  to  a  large  irregular  lake, 
on  which  they  sailed  till  they  came  to  a  bridge,  built  in  the 
narrowest  part.  The  surface  was  partly  covered  w^ih  the 
Uen-wha^  which  adorned  the  lake  with  its  spreading  foliage 
and  fragrant  flowers.  They  stopped  at  several  small  pa* 
laces  o^  the  water- side.  Other  buildings  stood  on  the  tops 
of  the  highest  hills,  and  some  were  hidden  in  the  bottoms 
of  the  vallies.  Their  forms  and  ornaments  were  diderent, 
almost  every  one,  however,  had  a  public  haU  with  a  throne 
in  the  centre,  and  side  rooms  furnished  with  the  curiosities 
of  Europe  and  Tartary.  Here  was  a  large  and  beautiftil 
agate,  on  a  marble  pedestal,  four  feet  long,  cut  into  a  land* 
scape,  and  bearing  on  it  a  copy  of  verses  written  by  the  Em- 
peror. The  best  Chinese  jprodu6Hons  were  carvings  in 
wood  of  natural  objefls.  There  weiie  some  paintings  de- 
scriptive of  hunting,  but  of  indifFerent  execution.  In  one 
room  was  an  European  portrait  of  a. female;  and  in  ano- 
ther was  a  marble  statue  of  a  naked  hoy  on  his  hands  and 
knees,  of  good  workmanship^^  The  fronts  <ili  the  buildings 
had  monstrous  figures  of  lions  9nd  tigers  in  porcelain.  But 
the  most  common  ornaments  w^e  figures  brought  fromEu* 
rope,  which,  by  means  of  springs,  appear  to  be  spontaneous. 
When  these  figures  were  first  imponed  they  S(dd  at  enot'- 
mous  prices. 

Going  further,  the  ground  became  very  irregular,  some 
parts  bearing  hardy  oaks,  and  the  others  tender  plants. 
Massy  rocks  were"  also  heaped  together  to  give  the  scene  a 
vari.^gated  appearance. 

In  the  gardens  were  different  beasts  and  birds;  but  no 
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fnei^gerie  was  seen.  Gold  and  silver  fish  were  observed 
in  pondsy  the  bcfttoms  of  which  were  paved  with  preqous 
^to^nes.  No  gravel  walks  were  perc^yed,  nor  trees  planted 
in  groupes.  Every  thing  that  looked  like  design  was  care- 
fully shunned*  Nature  was  accuratply  copied  iit  the  0117 
nu^est  obje^  No  opportunity  yras  of&red  of  seeing  th^ 
miniature  town  virhich  is  said  to  bein  the  garden  belonging 
to  the  ladies  of  the  palace,  s^nd  in  which  all  the  scenes  of 
common  life  are  said  to  take  place*  Si^ch  a  representation 
is  probable.  When  his  Excellency  was  ip  Russia  he  sa^ 
at  one  of  th^  palaces  a  toi^R  represented  to  entfirtain  tho^ 
Court. 

Dfiripg  this  excursion  the  Colao  behayed  with  great  po* 
Ikenessy  and  the  behaviour  of  the  other  Minister  waseqoally 
courteous,  hut  that  of  tl^e  Genf^ra}  v^as  constrained.    He  , 
was  violently  prejudiced  against  the;  Eqglish,  and  no  ad- 
vances of  the  Embassadqr  could  conciliate  his  esteem. 

The  Colao  said  that  he  had  received  infornriatioti  of  tli^ 
arrival  of  the  Lion  and  Hindostan  at  Chu-Skn.  The  Em- 
bassador,  in  consequence  of  this,  begg^  that  Captain  Mac^ 
kintosh  might  now  be  permitted  to  |oin  his  sliip,  on  which 
the  General  said  it  was  not  proper  that  he  should  trav^sQ 
the  empire. 

The  Colao  becoming  ill  from  the  fatigue  of  this  day*8 
exercise,  sent  to  request  that  the  Embassador  would  permit  * 
his  physician  to  attend  him.    .Dr.  Gillan  accordingly  went 
to  his  house,  where  he  found  tlie  most  eminent  Ch^iese 
pliysicians  assembled. 

The  Colao  was  in  great  agony  froin  violent  pains  in  the 
abdomen,  and  in  the  larger  joints  of  the  arms  and  legs,  with 
a  swelling  on  the  right  side.  The  Do<Elor  was  very  parti- 
cular in  his  enquiries,  which  the  radier  excited  his  surprize, 
as  his  own  physicians  made  none,  but  affeded  to  draw 
tlieir  information  from  the  state  of  the  pulse.     They  re« 
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gtrd  thisat  AgeneMdtnifctpmerofljfei  ftui  dot  by  kik 
mnire»  seat,  lidd  cause  of  Psoases  are  riymys  to  bt  kwm. 
Thej  coiKliided  Aat  the  Colao^s  comjibinis  proceeded 
from  a  vApour,  or 'spirk,  which,  afatUng  from  plact  to  place, 
occasioned  pain  in  the  pan  wbeic  it  fixed.  Thdr  oetM 
of  cure,  therefore,  t^at  to  open  passa^^  to  let  out  thik 
apirft.  This  operation  had  been  oAeo  perfeitiH  td 
many  deep  pun^urtt  made  with  gold  and  sihrer  ocedb 
The  &easft,  however,  contbued  ita  cottrse,  and  dKf  toe* 
tinned  still  in  the  same  sentitnenia  and  meduii  hHi 
tondkion  the  padant  waft  found  by  Dr.  OaiaM,  who  cas- 
plied  with  the  custom  of  the  country  in  feeling  the  pslsnot 
both  aims  for  a  long  time.  But  he  told  the  physician  that 
all  the  pulses  had  a  communication  with  the  beatt,  dd  widi 
each  other,  by  Che  circulation  of  theblo6d,iothsth)rl^l»*' 
ing  the  state  of  one  pulse,  that  of  the  otlieti  was  aicemionl. 
The  Coho,^t  Ae  DoSor's  request,  aj^lied  Ac  fort- 
finger  of  his  right  hand  to  the  left  temporal  artery,  aof  to 
of  his  left  hand  to  his  right  ancle,  and  found  dut  the  beats 
of  the  pulse  were  alike.  On  a  full  invesriginoo  it  ap- 
peared that  he  laboured  under  a  periodical  rh^m^Hsoi, 
and  an  hernia.  Though  he  soon  obtained  relief  from  t^^ 
,  severest  of  his  complaints^  the  Embassador  coliU  gain  oo 
interview  with  him  for  some  time.  A  letter  was  thcrefc(« 
written  to  him  requesting  that  Capt.  Maekimosh  might  k 
permitted  to  join  his  ship,  and  that'  her  oiBcefs  might  scS 
their  adventures,  and  a  cargo  be  purchased  at  CIm-saa- 
A  difBculty  appeared  in  conveying  the  letter.  It  ai'M 
fall  into  the  hanJs  of  the  -Legate,  who,  probably,  wcoiii 
prevent  its  reaching  the  Colao.  He  was  at  this  time  ia  I 
disgrace.  The  Emperor  having  heard  that  the  Bmfe-  | 
sador  had  his  portrait  in  the  Lion's  cabin,  wished  to  hart  | 
»n  account  of  it ;  but  finding  that  the  Legate  had  not  bje^  | 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EliBAlsY  TO  CttlKA*  361 

qO  ho^xit  hp  4^^iiM  hififk  f(^  4mMieii€f,(>f  orders.  Thet 
paoishmq^t  w^>  to  wear  m  opaque  white  biuton  iofteul 
of  a  blu9  qne^  an(l  a  crovr*s  iostead  of  a  peacock's  feiather. 
]^e>  bowever^  kept  bjs  officii.  Noof  of  ^9  QiiMse  ^r- 
U2^iit8  wQukI  take  tbf.iett^  vuhout  his  1^¥q.  At  last  the 
cjjifficulty  was  overgoxsEkC  b;  the  ia(erpretei-'a  going  to  the 
hoMSQ  q(  the  QgJiap»  aod  pu&JAg  k  at  98^  iQto  a  train  oC 
dpliv^y.. 

hk  the  meat^whilft  thii  En^ror's  birdwby  haii  beea 
celebrated.  Thi&  festival  Wed  sevcir^l.  days.  In  the  fir$( 
d^y  Si  public  bpqaagQ  ws^  p^d  to  tb^  Impeiial  Maje^^ 
The  FriidCQSk  £in]t»a;Hiadp];9*  aad  great  ^eficeta^  assembled 
in  a  large  h^  from  ytbevice  they  vere^  coodudod  to  s^ 
bMildiqg  Uk^  a  iffiyipk^  in  which  were  cyliodiicaA  beUs^i 
h^ag  in  a  line  iroiu  fraeoe*  of  woo4  tbe  w^  of  wbM:b^ 
lessened  fiom  one  end.  10  the  ocber^  nod  trinoguku  msmk 
pieces  in  the  sam^  ovden  A  hytpn  was  song  in  dia 
sound  of  these  iostruraenii^  by  euanchs^  whese  roices  ap- 
peased at  a  distance  like  mnsical'  ^bssei.  A  cymbal  wa» 
uaed  to  dite&  the  perfonners,  and  dus  whole  had  a  grand 
eShSt.  The  persons  proseot  flsadn  their  proitmioas  oina 
ticaes,  except  the  £nglifih,,  whQ  wadn  only  dieir  obeisanoew 
The  oljeA  of  thii.  re4peA»  however^  wa»  not  presenCb 

Aft^r  thU  oeranony,  tbo  Sinba^eador  viaited  several 
temples  in  the  neighbonrboodf  accompanied  by  SnnHn* 
zbin,  a  Tamr  chief*  who  waa  just  promoted  to  the  rknk 
of  Colapk  which  i«  the  first  cbs^  of  Mandarines,  and  o£ 
whom  there  are  not  above  9ix  ia  China.  He  had  been. 
cinplq|;ed  m  ^  aegociation  with.  RussTa  eo  the  honlen  of 
thatL  empiie*  and  hearing  that  his  Exoeilency  had  heea 
Embassador  in  that  country*  lie  was  pacticukur  in  his  eo*. 
i^x'm.  conosining  that  Ciwt*  ani  in  netium  sepliod  to 
nftany  qu^aos.that  were  puc  rospofikifig  China.  T^ 
intimacy  was  afterwards  of  service. 
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Some  of  the  temples  were  on  gentle,  heights*  aiui  soine 
on  plains ;  others  again  were  on  the  tops  of  hills,  the  ascent 
to  which  was  by  steps  cut  in  the  rock.     One  of  these  con- 
tained at  least  five  liundred  statues  of  LaraaS ;  some  <rf 
which  were  in  painful  attitudes,  according  to  the  sopetsn- 
tion  of  the  persons  whom  they  represented.    The  most 
considerable  was  the  Po()*ta-la,  or  temple  of  Fo,  consiit- 
ing  of  diflerent  buildings.     The  largest  was  square,  each 
tide  of  which  was  abbut  100  feet     It  is  very  hig^  hav- 
ing eleven  rows  of  windows,  and  as  many  ranges  of  ajlajt- 
ilients-    The  front  was  plain  but  handsome.    The  chief 
edifice  indudes  a  quadrangle,  in  the  middle  of  which  is 
the  golden  chapel.     The  rooms,  of  the. quadrangle  were 
joined  by  a  corridor  below,  and  open  galleries  above.    In 
the  chapel  were  three  altars,  having  large  statues  of  Fo, 
his  wife,  and  child,  behind  which  was.  the  sacred  recessi 
lighted  by  a  single  lamp.    On  the  approach  of  the  stran* 
gers  the  curtain  was  drawn  before  the  shrine.    The  roof 
was  covered  with  plates  of  gold,  and  the  whole  exhibited 
a  profusion  of  expence.    This  temple  had  eight  hundred 
Lamas,  many  of  whom  were  sitting  cross-legged  od  the 
floor,  singing  in  a  low  voicie.     Some  were  dedicated  from 
infancy,  but  they  had  ho  edncation  to  render  them  resped- 
able.  •  l^he  £mper6r*s  respefl  to  the  temple  of  Fo  is  said 
to  mat  from  his  believing  that  he  was  possessed  by  thai 
deity.    Notwithstanding  diis  fanatical  whim,  bis  Majesty 
has  displayed  much  vigour  of  mind,  personal  a<^ivityy  and 
great  attention  to  the  cares  of  government. 

On  the  fir^t  day's  celebration  of  the  anniversary,  die 
parade  of  troops  amounted  to  near  8o,ooo»  and  the  nnmber 
of  Mandarines  was  about  12,000. 

Some  of  the  following  days  were  taken  up  in  various 
Aews,  esdiibited  before  the  £mperor  and  Court.    These 
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shews  consisted  chiefly  in  feats  of  agility,  dancing  on  the 
wire,  balancing,  slight  of  hand,  tumbling,  post uF;e- making, 
and  wrestling,  in  all  of  which  the  people  were  very  dex- 
terous. 

There  were  also  some  graceful  dancers,  good  singers, 
and  a  great  variety  of  musical  instruments.  Mr.  Hittner 
observes  that  *'  their  gamut  was  imperfcfl,  the  keys  being 
inconsistent,  except  when  direded  by  a  bell  struck  to  sound 
the  proper  notes.'*  He  also  adds,  that  *^  they  had  no 
knowledge  of  semi -tones,  nor  had  they  any  idea  of  coun- 
terpoint or  parts  in  music. .  There  was  always  a  mono* 
tony,  though  in  a  few  instances  some  instruments  played 
in  the  lower  o£lave  while  the  others  continued  in  the 
upper.'*  Several  ballets  followed,  representing,  by  the 
means  of  lights  in  transparent  lanterns  of  different  colours, 
inscriptions  in  praise  of  the  Emperor*  These  would  have 
been  better  by  night;  but  as  his  Majesty  rises  generally  be^* 
fore  sun-rise,  so  he  goes  to  rest  before  sun- set. 

Fire-works  were  then  let  off,  and  some  were  in  a  style 
quite  new  to  the  English.  One  was  very  curious.  A 
large  box  was  elevated  ta  a  great  height,  the  bottom  of 
which  falling  out,  there  came  down  numerous  paper  lan- 
terns, folded  flat  as  they  came  from  the  box,  but  unfolding 
and  assuming  a  regular  form  by  degrees,  when  a  beautiful 
light  was  suddenly  seen  within  each.  This  was  repeated 
several  times,  each  with  a.  difFerence  of  figures' and  colours; 
A  colle<Sion  of  smaller  boxes  was  on  each  side  of  the  large 
one,  which  being  opened  in  the  same  manner,  there  came 
from  them  ^  sort  of  net-work  of  fire,  which  flashed  like 
lightning  with  every  motion  of  the  wind.  The  whole 
terminated  with  a  volcano  in  grand  style. 

The  Embassador  and  several  of  his  suite  were  then  in* 
vited  to  see  a  pantomine  in  the  theatre  belonging  to  the 
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ladies  of  the  palace.  This  building  was  small  but  elegant/ 
several  stories  high.  There  were  three  stages,  on^  over ' 
another.  Ih  ftx>nt  of  the  lowest  were  boxes  for  the  guests, 
and  over  them  latticed  galleries  for  the  ladies.  As  tfiej 
had  no  view  of  tlie  boxes,  the  Emperor  caused'  the  Em- 
bassador's page  to  be  placed  on  a  platform  whhiQ  dicir 
observation. 

The  adors  represented  various  animals,  aJs  well  as  in- 
afmmate  productions,  both  of  the  land  and  sea.  They 
fitfed  all  the  stages,  and  their  performance  was  supposed  to 
be  a  representation  of  the  marriage  of  the  earth  atid  ocean. 
iThis  pantomime  lasted  almost  the  whde  afternoon- 
Most  of  the  speiSators  were  Tartars ;  there  were  also  two 
cliiefs  of  the  Calmaclcs,  who  had  put  themselves  nn3er 
the  protection  of  the  Emperor,  and  received  from  him 
buttonii  of  distinction  and  peacock's  featiiers. 

His  Majesty  said  to  the  Embassador  **  that  it  was  only 
on  such  occasions  as  the  present  that  he  assisted  at  these 
spectacles,  the  cares  of  government  -cainng  for  every  mo- 
ment of  his  tiitie." 

But  notwith^standing  his  attention  to  public  affairs,  he 
had  courted  theMiises,  and  produced  some  pieces  of  merit. 
He  presented  the  Embassador  a  few  verses  for  the  King, 
with  some  Takrable  gems  which  liad  been  in  his  family  for 
eight  centuries.  He  had  also  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts,  and 
was  even  nice  in  the  formation  of  Chinese*  charaflers. 
The  writing  of  the  Embassador's  page  having  met  with 
bis  approbation^  he  sent  for  some  of  Tiis  drawings  of  Chi- 
nese  objects.  Tl*e  youth  accordingly  drew  the  leaf  and 
•  fbwer  of  Ac  nenuphar,  and  the  purse  which  the  Emperor 
had  given  him.  These  gave  such  satisfadion  to  his 
Majesty  that  he  made  him  -sorfle  t)thcr  presents. 

The  Tartar  f  rinces  now  prepared  for  their  reiord 
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home.  They  were  enabled  ro  bring  namerous  troops  into 
die  fidd.  These  Princes  aregeneraHy  aflied  to  the  Impe- 
rial fanuly,  in  consequence  of  which  rhey  hold  a  superior 
Tank 'at  Court*  They  are  mostly  trained  to  arms,  but 
sorbe  of  them  are  versed  in  the  history  and  geography  of 
their  country.  Tlicy  venerate  the  Emperor  as  being  de- 
scended from  Kublai-khan,.  who  conquered  China  iV^the 
thirteenth  century.  His  descendants  being  expelled  from 
that  country  took  refuge  among  the  Man-choo  Tartars ; 
and  from  them  sprung  the  Bogdoi-khans»  who  in  the  last 
century  re*coqquered  Chind,  and  formed'  Ae  'present 
dynasty.  The  first  four  reigns  of  this  family  have  lasted 
149  years,  and  have  been  uniformly  fortunate. 
'  The  Eoiperor  spends  the  winter  in  China  and  the 
summei-  in  Tartary .  Monkden  being  the  antient  residence 
of  his  family,  he  has  enlarged  and'adorned  it,  and  has  de- 
posited there,  it  is  said,  immense  riches,  perhaps  from  a  mis* 
trust  of  the  Chinese,  by  whom  he  is  considered  as  a 
stranger;  for  though  he  is  the  fourth  in  descent  froip  the 
conqueror  of  China,  and  w^s  bom  at  Pckin,  yet  he  is  re- 
garded by  all  his  subjects  as  a  Tartar.  His  favourite 
Ministers,  Cbmrnaiiders,  wocpeh,  and  attendants,  are  of  that 
race.  His  hd&y  guard  ^o  consist  of  Tartars,  or  the  chil- 
dren of  Tartar  parents.  There  is,  therefore,  an  uncon- 
querable antipathy  between  the  two  nations  towards  each 
other;  and  it  is  a  proverb,  that  six  Chinese  cannot  meet 
together  for  an  hour,  -before  they  clamour  against  the 
Tartars.  The  Sovereigns  of  the  present  dynasty  !nve,  in- 
deed) adopted  the  Chinese  manners,  laws,  and  language, 
but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  will  continue  on  the 
throne  long  enough  to  become  entirely  Chinese. 

His  present  Majesty  has  resolved  on  resigning  his  crown 
within  a  short  period;  but  his  intended  successor  was  not 
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Icpown.  He  had  only  four  sons  living ;  the  one,  who  waf 
Governor  of  Pekin,  remained  there  during  tlie  absehce  of 
his  father,  the  rest  were  at  Zhe-hol;  the  two  youngest  of 
whom  were  deemed  the  most  promising.  ,  They  were 
of  an  inquisitive  disposition,  and  affable  in  their  behaviour. 

His  Excellency  at  this  time  was  informed  by  the  Colao 
that  the  Hindostan  might  sell  goods  and  purclia^e  a  cargo 
at  Chu-san,  subject  to  the  inspe^ion  of  the  chief  Manda* 
rines ;  aftd  that  since  she  had  brought  presents  for  the 
Emperor  she  should  be  exempted  from  the  usual  duties; 
but  that  it  was  not  thought  prdper  to  permit  Captain 
Mackintosh  as  yet  to  join  his  ship. 

The  latitude  of  Zhe-hol  was  found  to  be  41  d^.  5S 
snin.  N.  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  embassy  the 
weather  was  very  dry,  and  the  sky  serene  and  d^r* 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


llITUJUr  TO  PSKIK, 

THE  greatest  part  of  the  strangers  wKo  had  visited  Zhe* 
hoi  departed  thence  on  the  same  day  with  theEmbassador^ 
September  21st.  Among  those  who  took  the  same  route- 
with  him  were  the  delegates  from  Pegu  and  other  small 
states  on  the  borders  of' China.  These  delegates  were 
blinder  a  necessity  of  acknowledging  a  kind  of  vassalage  to 
China.  They  were  condu(9:ed  by  inferior  Mandarines,  who 
frequently  treated  them  with  great  contempt,  and  cvca 
defrauded  them  of  a  great  part  of  their  allowance. 

The  English  embassy  was  attended  with  the  accustomed 
parade.  The  highways  being  now  repaired,  travelling 
was  rendered  better,  but  one  w^  kept  for  the  Emperor's 
use  alon^i  It  was  pcrfedlly  level,  dry,  and  smooth,  and 
on  the  sides  were  cisterns  of  water  for  the  purpose  of  allay-  ^ 
ing  the  dust.  Ther^  was  another  road  parallel  to  thisp^ 
though  not  in  such  exa<ft  order.  This  was  for  the  Em* 
peror's  attendants,  and  on  it  the  embassy  was  permitted 
to  pass.  All  others  were  excluded  these  roads.  The  cold 
was  now  much  greater  than  in  the  former  journey,  and  it 
was,  indeed,  much  more  intense  than  what  is  usu^iy  felt 
in  England.  On  arriving  at  Koope-koo,  near  the  gieac 
wall,  some  of  the  gentlemen  were  desirous  to  renew  theif 
examinations  of  that  bulwark.  But  in  their  absence  the 
4>reach  through  which  they  had  passed  to  ascend  the  wal^ 
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had  been  stopped  up,  so  jealous  were  the  Chinese  and 
Tartars  of  these  strangers. 

At  the  outset  of  this  journey,  one  of  the  Embassador's 
guards  died  of  a  surfeit,  at  one  of  the  Imperial  palaces. 
It  is  a  rule  here  not  to  perroil  any  person*  to  expire  within 
these  sacred  boundaries.  The  corpse,  therefore,  was  taken 
in  a  palanquin  as  if  it  had  been  still  alive,  and  his  death 
signified  at  some  distance.  , 

Another  person  being  attacked  with  a  dysentery  sent  for 
a  Chinese  physician^^  who  prescribed  pepper,  cardamoms, 
and  ginger,  taken  in  hot  show-choo  or  distilled  spirit, 
which  so  heightened  the  coai(4aint  that  the  patient  widi 
difficulty  escaped  with  his  life* 

The  Embassador's  return  to  Fekin  was  wekomcd  with 
great  joy  by  diose  of  his  suite  who  had  been  left  there. 
During  ])is  absence  they  had  lived  in  a  state  of  seclusion. 
Many  of  the  Missionaries  had,  indeed,  paid  them  daily 
visits,  but  this  intimacy  was  not  pleasing  to  the  Chiaese, 
and  at  length  only  one  of  them  was  permitted  to  continue 
his  attentions.  It  was,  nnoreover,  disagreeable  to  go  abroad, 
as  they  were  always  surrounded  by  a  crowd.  They  were, 
therefore,  in  a  manner  prisoners  in  their  h<^  which  was, 
however,  extensive,  and  afforded  them  the  means  of  ex- 
ercise. 

Dr.  Scott  was  engaged  at  this  time  in  another  occupa- 
tion besides  attending  the  sick.  The  nature  of  the  Chinese 
dress  is  such  th^t  washing  is  seldom  necessary.  The  coarse 
cloth  which  tliey  use  is  steeped  in  alkaline  ley  to  cleanse 
it.  This  alkali  is  a  white  fossil  found  in  the  neighbourliood 
of  Peki»,  but  it  is  of  too  acrid  a  quality  for  fine  Unen.  Tbe 
Do6lor,  therefore,  blended  it  with  oil,  and  so  made  very 
^ood  soap.  The  Ctnnese  will  probably  adopt  the  use  of 
linen  as  their  intercourse  with  Europeans  encreases,  aiKl 
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then  soap  vrili- follow  as  an  article  of  course.  The  only 
hospitals  in  China  are  for  lepers,  vhose  disorder  being 
considered  as  infe<Sious,  they  are  secluded  from  the  rest  of 
society. 

So  jealous  were  the  Chinese,  that  the  most  insignificant 
demands  of  the  visitors  were  sometimes  rejefied.  One  of 
the  painters  being  about  to  draw  the  portrait  of  a  Manda- 
rine, wished  for  an  easel  or  stand.  This,  however,  could 
not  be  obtained,  from  an  idea  that  it  was  intended  to  make 
military  plans  or  measurements.  Others  <^*Ac  embassy 
wanted  to  purchase  some  articles  at  their  own  expence ; 
but  even  diis  was  not  permitted,  and  the  persons  who  sold 
them  any  thing  were  punished. 

Another  kind  of  jealousy  was  excited  at  this  time.  Jn 
a  court  of  the  Embassador's  hotel  were  heaps  of  artificial 
rocks»  by  which  some  of  his  suite  contrived  to  get  up  to 
tlie  top  surrounding  the  enclosure,  from  whence  the  females 
of  tlie  adjacent  houses  could  be  seen.  This  giving  great 
ofience,  the  pradlice  was  discontinued. 

The  entrance  of  the  Embassador  into  PeLxn  was  with 
tl)e  usual  honours.  He  was  sensible  of  the  expediency  of 
putting  a  limit  to  his  stay.  The  constant  residence  of  a 
Foreign  Minister  in  China  was  imknown.  Embassadors 
were  regarded  only  as  guests,  and  their  charges  accord- 
ingly were  defrayed  at  the  public  expence.  His  Ex- 
cellency, therefore,  resolved  to  solicit  leave  to  depart  after 
the  great  festival  in  February.  He  was,  indeeed,  informed 
tliat  this  proposal  would  be  expected  soon ;  for  that  the 
persons  left  to  adjust  the  machines  were  pressed  to  be  ex- 
peditious. Particular' obsQration  was  made  of  the  skill  of 
the  Chinese  workmen,  two  of  wboin  having  occasion  to 
cake  asund^the^two  glass  lustres  sent  to  the  Empen^, 
put  all  the  parts  together  again,   though  consisting    of 
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several  thousand  small  pieces.  An  accident  having  hap« 
pened  to  the  dome  of  the  planetarium  by  the  breaking  of 
a  curve  \iAe  of  glass,  the  English  artificers  Lad  vainly  en« 
deavoured  to  cut  a  piece  of  glass  with  a  diamond  to  sop- 
ply  its  place^  but  a  Chinese  did  it  by  drawing  first  a  hoc  iron 
across  the  part  to  be  divided.  The  only  manufadurc  of 
glass  in  China  is  at  Canton,  where  they  melt  down  the 
broken  pieces  coUefled  of  that  material,  and  form  it  into 
new  shapes. 

The  Chinese  have  the  merit  of  inventing  their  owa 
tools,  the  slightest  appearance  of  which  indicates  that  tbey 
were  not  copied  from  those  of  other  countries.  Tlius,  for 
instance,  the  upper  face  of  the  anvil,  which  is  elsewhere  fiat, 
is  here  of  a  convex  form.  Another  peculiarity  was  ob- 
served in  the  forges  on  the  road  to  Zhe-hol.  The  bellows 
used  by  the  Chinese  are  horizontal,  in  the  form  of  a  box, 
having  a  moveable  door,  so  close,  that  when  drawn  back 
the  air  rushes  into  the  box  through  an  opening  defended 
by  a  valve,  producing  a  blast  thereby  through  an  oppo^te 
aperture.  This  continues  when  the  door  is  pushed  for- 
ward to  the  opposite  side  of  the  box,  the  air  being  thereby 
compressed.  When  a  piston  is  substituted  for  the  door, 
the  air  is  compressed  and  forced  out  in  tlie  same  manner 
as  before.  This  bellows  is  worked  easily,  and  widi 
twice  the  eSe&  of  the  common  one.  A  modd  of  k  has 
been  brought  to  England.  The  common  plane  is  also 
diflerent  from  that  of  Europe,  particular  handles  are  fixed 
across  the  frame,  by  which  the  tool  is  held  and  ap^ed  to 
the  wood,  the  surface  of  which  is  to  be  made  smooth- 
That  the  making  of  gunpowder  and  the  art  of  printing 
should  be  known  to  the  Chinese  before  the  Europeans,  » 
pot  surprising.     With  resped  to  the  first,  where  nitnr 
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-aliOQtKbt  its  deflagrating  quality  could  not  long  rennaio  a 
aecret,  and  the  composition  of  gunpowder  must  soon  have 
followed  that  discovery.  Nitre  is  the  natural  produce 
liere,  and  the  knowledge  of  gunpowder  is  one  of  the  most 
antient  events  in  the  annals  of  the  country.  The  Chinese 
have  always  applied  it  either  to. useful  purposes  or  those  of 
amusement ;  the  first  in  removing  great  obstru<Stions»  as 
rocks  and  the  like ;  and  the  latter*  in  fire- works.  They  are 
indebted  to  Europe,  however,  for  the  invention  of  guns. 
As  to  the  second,  where,  a  society  abounds  in  civilized 
and  lettered  persons,  such  a  simple  invention  as  the  Chi- 
nese art  of  printing  was  nai;ural  enough,  it  merely  con- 
sists in  cutting  in  relief  the  chara&iis  used  in  writing  on  a, 
hard  wood,  daubing  them  with  a  black  substance,  and 
pressing  them  00  paper,  each  sheet  of  which  tak^s  an  im- 
pression of  the  characters  on  which  it  had  been  placed. 
Literature  in  China  having  been  always  the  road  to  pre* 
ferment,  the  necessity  of  multiplied  copies  of  books  was  the 
parent  of  printing  at  an  early  period.  7*he  paper  which  ■ 
tliey  use  is  too''  thin  and  weak  to  receive  impressions  on 
both  sides  ;  ,thc  engraved  board,  therefore,  generally  con- 
tains the  chara£kers  for  two  pages  on  one  side.  The  sheet 
is  afterwards  folded,  the  blank  side\  touching  <cach  other. 
The  fold  makes  the  outer  edge,  while  all  the  single  ones 
are  stitched  together,  and  so  bound  into  a  volume.  When 
an  impression  is  completed,  the  boards  are  laid  by,  and  the 
place  where  ^hey  are  deposited  is  usually  noticed  in  the 
preface.  The  moveable  types  of  Europe  could  not  be 
adopted  by  the  Chinese,  whose  language  consists  of  80,000 
charaders.  Whenever  the  same  charad^ers  very  fre- 
quently opcur,  they  use  separate  types,  which  are  inserted 
it'ithin  (lie  frames  wlierc  they  are  wanted. 
T  t 
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'  Gazettes  by  Imperial  aiithority  ai^  common  at  Pdun. 
Promotions,  Imperial  grants,  public  ads,  the  remissaoa  of 
taxes  to  particular  distrifts  on  ?»ccowfit  of  any  cabmiry, 
embassies  scut,  and  the  iribfttc  paid  to  the  Emperor,  make 
up  the  chief  part  of  these  pipers  Remarkable  occur- 
rences, punishment  of  Mandarines,  and  even  instances  of 
the  aduhery  of  women,  are  recorded  in  them.  In  the  time 
hf  war  military  actions  furnish  an  ample  subje^.  The 
Chinese  press  teems  with  works  ot  literature,  of  the  light 
as  well  as  the  profound  kind.  The  Orfhan  $/ Chifuiv^Ti 
good  specimen  of  Chinesfe  tragedy,  and  the  Plussk^ 
Hision^  a  translation  of  \vhich  has  been  published  by  an 
•  Eminent  prelate,  is  an  interesting  novel ;  and  the  Missio- 
Aarks  hdve  poblished  several  pieces  in  the  Chinese  language 
in  proof  of  Ciiristianity.  Though  the  police  is  very  iirid 
respecting  the  press,  >et  indecent  books  are  privately  printed 
and  circulated  throughout  Ctuna.  It  was  asserted  that  a 
se£t  adverse  to  monarchy  had  subsisted  for  ages  in  the 
empire,  whose  assemblies  were  held  in  the  prolbondest 
secrecy.  Those  who  irKurred  the  suspicion  of  holding 
these  sentiments  were  exterminated  or  banished. 

Printing  has  contribuied  to  preserve  the  gnveronient 
ticarly  in  aft  tmifonn  state  to  the  present  period,  by  sprejtd- 
ingand  fixing  certain  established  principles  of  right  and  rule« 
of  coridudl',  which  aft  as  a  check  on  the  paeons.  Hercbv 
the  insiicutions  and  opinions  remain  the  same  amid  external 
changes.  The  Imperial  race  may  be  deatro)red,  bur  the 
people  continue  in  the  same  course.  Even^  the  throne 
rests  itself  on  maxims  propagated  froni  the  press. 
•  The  rites  performed  to  the  Emperor's  honour  senate 
impress  the  minds  of  his  subjefts  with  a  sente  of  rcspcd 
andduiy.    On  his  birth-day^  the  Maiidaiihes  as^mUemtlie 
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palace  &t  Pekio  W  make  their  prostrauops  before  the  ilvrgnc, 
on  which  inceo^e  is  bgrning,  and  ofierings  made,  as  though 
he  were  present.  .  The  same  is  observed  in  all  parts 
of  the  empire;  and  on  Al  the  days  of  new  and  fujl 
fooon  like  incensie  ajid  .  offerings  are  made  in  the  Imperial 
palapes*  These  are  very  numerous.  Ixi  tliat  of  Pekia  ^il 
the  natural  rarities  of  tlie  globe  are  faithfully  exliibiced  i^ 
jniniature. 

The  temples  in  this  city  do  not  equal  its  palaces.  The 
Emperor's  religion  is  a  novelty  here^  and  is  more  xcs^Sted 
ID  Tar^ary.  I'he  chief  Mandarines  rather  venerate  thai^ 
adore  Confucius^*  and  celebrate  his  memory  in  halls  aj><* 
propri^ted  (o  th^t  fifurpase.  Every  house  has  its  altar  and 
domestic  gods.  1  heir  mythological  books  represent  such 
as  preside  over  pehxsins  and  properties,  and  outward  objeds 
that  relate  to  man.  Ltd  chin^  or  God  of  Thunder,  is  repre* 
sentedas  a  moristrous  winged  figure,  surrounded  by  clovidsy 
Hiscliin  teraunatea  hi  the  beak  of  an  eagle ;  he  holds  in 
one  hand  a  thunderbolt,  and  in  the  other  a  truncheon,  tp 
strike  upon  several  kettle  drums  which  are  hung  al^ouc 
him.  Sometimes  the  talons  of  an  eagle  appear  on  iJtiQ 
axil?  of  a  Wheel,  on  which  he  roU^  amid  the  clouds.  la 
one  pidhire  of  him  aeyeral  animals  appear  as  if  struck 
dead,  buiMings  overtuniod)  and  tre^s  torn  up  hy  the  roots. 
The  gardens  aiid  plca&ure  grounds  of  Yuen-min^yuea 
are  in  ciimit.not  less;  chasi  twelve  miks.  •  It  was,  a^^cordiqg 
to  Mr.  Barrow,  a  *<  dcii^htfiil  place :''—«« very  thing  ap« 
peared  natorak  The  greatest.  exa<£tniess  was  observed  in 
the  disposiiioa  of  ol)ye<St8.  Tall  afkd  littcuriant  trees  were 
planted  in  the  fore-gmund,  while  diose  in  the  distance 
lessened  in  size  and  colouring,  and  generally  the  ground 
terminated  iii  broken  dumps  of  trees  of  a  varying  foliage. 
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'A  slight  wall  was  trcGted  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  splcodid 
building,  seen  throiTgh  a  thicket.  There  were  also  made 
sheets  of  water,  surrounded  by  artificial  rocks.  Bat,  not* 
withstanding  their  just  notions  of  ornamental  gardening, 
the  Chinese  are  totally  ignorant  of  perspe6tiTe,  and  the 
gradationsof  light  and  shade  ;  nor,  indeed,  can  they  endoie 
paintings  where  these  obj^ds  are  attended  to. 

Btit  though  they  fail  entirely  in  composition  and  design, 
they  are  very  happy  in  delineating  natural  history,  imitating 
nature  so  exactly,  tliat  a  Chinese  painter  has  been  known 
to  reckon  the  scales  qn  a  fish  which  he  was  aboot  to  repre* 
sent.  They  have  copied  som6  European  prints  in  cokwr; 
to  so  much  perfection  as  to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  best 
judges. 

The  arts,  however,  have  made  but  little  progress  amoi^ 
them,  owing  to  the  siightness  of  their  intercourse  with  ocher 
nations,  and  the  want  of  being  encouraged  by  the  Govern- 
ment, whose  policy  is  fo  discoufage  luxury  and  to  promote 
industry,  especially  agriculture. 

Though  tliey  cut  stone,  wood,  or  ivoiy,  very  neady,  yet 
their  productions  are  often  distorted  and  unnaluraL  TIk 
human  figure  is  generally  out  of  proportion.  Nor  do  diey 
succeed  better  in  representing  the  Lion.  One  of  the  gatt^ 
ways  at  Yuen-min»yuen  was  ornamented  with  two  bronze 
figures  of  thaf  animal.  Tiie  metal  was  cast  In  disdnct 
IMeces,  and  put  together  with  great  ingentiicyi  but  die 
figures  were  more  like  knights  in  armour,^  with  largo  w^ 
than  what  they  were  designed  for.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
however,  that  this  animal  is  a  stranger  in  China,  and,  in 
all  probability,  these  statues  were  imitated  from  bad  draw* 
ings.  The  elephant  is  found  here,  but  of  a  smaller  kind 
and  %hter  colour  dian  that  of  Cochin-China. 
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The  domestics  and  attendants  in  the  Impedal  palaces 
are  most,  if  noc  all,  eunuchs.  Numerous  instances  occur 
in  the  Chine^  history,  of  persons  of  this  description  arriv* 
ing  at  places  of  power  and  authority,  and  were  often  the 
authors  of  great  calamities  in  the  state.  On  many  occa- 
sions they  have  been  banished  from  the  Court.  At  one 
time,  no  less  than  6,ooo  of  them  were  thus  dismissed ; 
but  they  have  encreased  of  late  years,  and  at  present  most 
of  the  in&rior  offices  in  the  palaces  are  occupied  by  them. 
Those  who  have  ihe  care  of  the  ladies  of  the  Court,  or 
are  about  their  apanments,  are  so  completely  emasculated 
that  all  traces  of  sex  are  erased.  This  operation  is  per- 
formed  on  adults  with*  little .  danger.  This  is  the  more 
remarkable,  as  the  Chinese  are  so  ignorant  of  surgery 
that  even  letting  of  blood  is  never  attempted,  and  anatomy  ii 
regarded  with  horror.  But  the  Chinese  recover  sooner  from 
all  kinds  of  accidents  than  Europeans.  This  is  observed 
also  among  the  natives  of  -Hindostan.  The  atmospliere, 
indeed,  may  contribute  to  this  speedy  recovery,  but  the 
habits  of  life  must  have  a  considerable  influence  on  the 
constitution. 

The  Chinese  and  Hindoos  are  more  temperate  ii^idi  re- 
speft  to  animal  food,  and  drink  less  spirituous  liquors  than 
the  Europeans.  Emasculation  is  performed  on  persons  of 
difienent  ages,  from  infancy  to  men  of  forty  years.  Liga- 
tures, anointed  with  a  liquid  caustic,  are  supposed  to  be  used 
instead  of  the  knife.  When  an  adult  is  thus  made  a  com* 
plete  eunuch,  the  b^rd  gradually  falls  off,  till  none  at  last 
is  left.  He.also  withers  awayin  proportion,  and  sooi^  car* 
ries  in  his  face  all  the  marks  of  a  premature  age.  The 
chief  attendant  on  the  ladies  at  Yuen-min-yu^n,  though 
not  thirty  years  of  age,  never  appeared  without  havitjg  his 
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face  paiQted,  ^|k}  being  gaudily  dressed.  He  ^as  at  lea^it 
«ix  feet  in  height*  ;^Qd  very  l&sty»  but  ill-made,  and  his 
voice  resembled  that  of  a  girl  Wh^i  ^  man  submits,  to 
becomp  an  eunuch,  lie  receives  some,  post  in  the  palace, 
which  constitutes  hiin  at  once  a  gentleman.  He  is  no  way 
degraded  hereby,  though  few  are  honoured  with  a  ball  00 
tlv;  cap.  '  . 

Their  influence  in  the  paiace  15  so  great,  that  Manda- 
rines of  rank  have  been  disgraced  by  their  meaus,  ^nd  when 
ope  of.  the  grandsons .  of  the  Emperor^  eighteen  years  old, 
cai»e  to  .aeexlie  English  i>fesent6,  an  eunuch  turned  him 
ot|t  of  dOQFS,  biddjpg  him  go  to  school.  Owing  to  die 
£mperor's  great  age,-  the  employment  of  the  eunuchs  in 
the  inner  part  of  the  palace  has  decreased.  The  Empress 
i$  dead|  and  his  Majesty  h^  refused  to  marry  again. ^  Se- 
veral of  his  female  favourites  have  also  died.  When  an 
Emperor  dies,  his  wcunen  are  shut  up  in  an  absolute  seclu- 
sion for  the  rest  of  their  days,  in  what  is  called  the  Palace 
of  Chastity.  In  China  there  are  a  few  females  who  take 
on  themselves  the  vow  of  remaining  virgins,  and  they  are 
held  in  great  esteem. 

.Oji^'^A  Emperor's  accession  people  of  rank  are  anxious 
to  introduce  their  daughters  as  candidates  for  his  acceptance, 
and  others  are  presented  to  the  Princes  of  the  blood.  Con- 
cubsines  are  considered  in  arespedlable  light. 

The  Missionaries  who  arc  about  the  palace  are  more 
afraid  of  an  eunuch  than  a  Mandarine,  and  are  very  assi- 
duous in  courting  the  favour  of  the  Imperial  Family  and 
thpir  attendants.  They  always  address  themselves  to  the 
.Princes  of  the  blood  on  tbeir  knees.  Some  of  thet^  attend- 
ed the  gentlemen  who  had  the  care  of  the  presents,  to  act 
as  ioterpretcrs^  and  to  learn  tlie  uses  of  the  instruments. 
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The  greatest  attention  was  paid  to  these  gentlemen  in  the 
palace  at  Yuen-min-yuen.  One  of  them  usually  going  to 
Pekin  three  times  a  week^  a  one  horse  chaise  vras  always 
in  readiness  for  him,  and  sometimes  he  was  accompanied 
by  a  Mandarine  and  servant.  < 

Soon  after  die  Embassador's  return  to' Pekin,  the  approach 
of  the  Emperor  to  Yuen-min-yuen  wassignitied,  and  his 
Excellency  was  told  that  he  would  bo  expedited  to  go  some 
way  to  meet  him.  Though  the  Embaksauor  was  ill  witti 
the  rheumatism,  he  yet  chose  to  comply  wiih  the  etiquette. ' , 
He  accordingly  went,  and  slept  at  his  old  villa,  near  Yuen* 
min-yuen,  and  the  next  morning,  before  sirarije.  the  whole 
suite  went  along  a  road  parallel  to  the  Emperor's,  a  hollow 
ditch  running  l^tween  them. 

On  the  roads  were  variegated .  lanterns,  hung  between 
three  poles,  triangularly  placed. 

Where  the  party  stopped,  a  great  multitude  of  Manda« 
rineS)  guards,  and  standard-bearers  were  stationed,  and  the 
way  was  lined  with  troof^s  for  several  miles.  A  tent  was 
pitched  for  the  Embassador.  Ihe  Emperor  was  carried  in  a 
sedan  chair,  covered  with  a  yell.ow'clothv  and  with  windows 
of  plate  glass.  The  chair  hsd  eight  bearers,  and  was  at* 
tended  by  a  tixjop  of  horse,  in  yellow  uniforms,  pikenhen, 
standard  and  shield-bearers.  His  Majesty,  on  seeing  the 
Embassador,  stopped  to  send' him  a  message  of  civility,  and 
iiesired  him  to  retire  from  die  morning  air,  as  unfavourable 
CO  his  con)piaint«  Close  beiiind  the  chair  was  a  two 
wheel  carriagb  without  springs,  covered  with  yellow  cloth, 
and  empty,  being  reserved  for.  the  use  of  the  Emperor.  This 
ivas  followed  by  a  chair^  in  which  was  the  Colao,  Ho- 
choong'taungt  and  while  the  Emperor  stopped  to  notice 
tlie.  Embassador  some  Mandarines  crossed  the  ditch,  and 
made  obiesance  oa  their  knees  to  the  Minister. 
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His  Excelkncy  returned  to  Pekin,  ^hile  tlic  Emperor 
went  on  to  Yfien«inio-yueo»  where  he  paid  a  mioute  atten- 
tion to  the  presents,  with  which  he  tvas  highly  gratified^ 
parttcnhrly  with  a  telescope,  ^rniog-glass,  and  the  model 
of  the  Royal  Sovereign.  Tlu>ugh  the  Embassador  bad 
no  opportunity  of  knowing  the  precise  sentiments  of  ihe 
Emperor  respeding  the  English  nation,  be  was  iahopes  that 
they  were  favouraUe. 

Learning  that  a  council  had  sat  to  consider  the  Ictsr  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the  condud  fit  to  be  used  to- 
wards his  subjeds,  he  now  repeated  to  the  Colao  his  (antet 
message,  desiring  the  Emperor's  leave  to  quit  Pekin  sooa 
after  February. .  Instead  of  an  answer  to  this  message 
die  Colao  sent  to  inform  him  that  be  had  Ei^lish  ktten, 
which  he  wished  to  deliver  to  him  at  Yuen*min-yueo. 
These  letters  were  from  the  ships  at  Chu-san,  whidi  were 
forwarded  in  the  Emperor's  packets.  The  Colao  was 
very  inquisitive  to  know  the  purport  of  the  letters  from  Sir 
Erasmus  Gower.  Being  told  of  the  intention  of  the  Bri- 
tish  Commander  to  sail  soon  from  Cho*san,  he  appeared  to 
be  alarmed,  and  said  **  he  hoped  the  Lion  would  wait  to 
take  back  the  embassy ;  that  on  account  of  the  deaths  which 
bad  happened  in  the  suite,  the  Embassador's  own  ill-hrakk 
and  the  approach  of  winter,  the  Emperor  recommeaded  a 
speedy  departure. '^  His  Excellency  endeavouted  to  waid 
oflF  this  dismissal  by  all  the  aipiraents  he  could  urge,  and 
added  that  the  Colao  had  at  Zhe-hol  flattered  him  with 
the  hope  of  many  meetings  with  him,  which  so  sodden  a 
departure  would  necessarily  prevent.*'  He  then  explained 
in  a  general  manner  the  objeds  which  he  wished  to 
have  had  discussed  in  these  conversations,  bm  ^di  great 
caution  and  regard  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  him.  The 
Colao  was  also  very  cautious,  and  expressed  himsdf  tt- 
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seivtAy  6tt  the  topics  thus  introduced,  adding,  however, 
that'the  Emperor's  motive  in  the  departure  of  the  embassy 
Was  merely  a  regard  tb  its  welfare,  bat  that  in  all  other 
taffeSiM  its  stay  was  very  agreeable  to  him.  The  interpre- 
ter foh&ed  his  conclusion  that  it  was  at  his  Excellency's 
option  to  stay  as  long  as  he  thought  convenient. 

The  Colao  never  once  alluded  to  the  Emperor's  answer 
to  his  Majesty's  letter,  the  delivery  of  which  is  considered 
as  a  signal  for  det)arture.  On  his  return  to  Bekin,  howe- 
ver, he  received  information  to  that  efieA,  ami  that  he  was 
ro  ftieet  Ho-chooAg«-taung  the  n^  day  at  the  palace  of 
Pekin. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  Legate  came  with  a  message 
from  the  Colao,  that  he  wished  to  see  him  in  the  Hall  of 
Audience. 

The  Embassador,  with  proper  attendants,  set  out  dtredlly . 
A  high  wall  surrounds  the  palace,  within  which  the  stran- 
gers were  conduced  through  large  courts,  along  canals, 
and  over  bridgea  of  granite,  having  balustrades  of  marble, 
to  the  foot  of  the  h^U,  where  the  Emperor's  answer,  in  a 
roll  covered  with  yellow,  silk,  was  placed  in  a  state  chair  of 
tbe  same  colour.  It  was  then  sotetnoly  carried  up  the 
middle  of  three  Bigi>ts  of  stairs,  while  the  Colao  and  his  at'^ 
tendants,  and  the  Embassador  wkh  hia,  ascended  the  ride 
ateps  to  fbe  hall,  whkh  is  very,  large  and  magnificent,  buik 
of  wood  upon  a  fouodation  of  granite;  aM  highly  orna- 
memed,  both  within  and  without.  The  answer  was  laid 
tnthe  mklsc. 

Though  th^  Colao  wat  evidently  adverse  to  the  English, 
yet  in  conversing  with  him  on  the  points  desi^  for  the 
India  Company  at  Canton,  he  wished  to  have  aaabstraft 
of  them,  iPiMch  he  «aid  shouM  he  considered.  This  the 
Embassador  promised 'should  be  drawn  up  without  delay. 

u  u 
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His  Excellency  being  too  mtxiiiiidispoied  to  go  CKfttAo 
pal^pewUh  the  Colao,  retired*  and  kit  the  Miais&nr  Fk-* 
nipoipnciary  and  other  gentlemen  to  accompany  the  Cobo 
through  numerous  buildings  of  a  similar  coostnkSion  with 
fhose  which  tb^  had  alr(;ady  seep,  J>ut  much  brger  and 
more  splendid.  The  priv.a(e  apartments  were  saca  at  a 
distance  in  the  intecior  of  the  palace^  In  the  eveDO^  ifac 
Emperor's  ans^^er  w^  brought  to  the  hotel,  accompanied 
by  chests  of  preseqts  to  his  Majesty.  Others  were  also 
fent  to  the  Emhassadpr  and  the  whole  of  his  suite;  asi 
eveii  marks  of  (he  Iinpeiial  favour  were  extended  to  dx 
common  men  as  well  as  the  o$cers  of  the  ships. which  ha4 
}>rought  the  en)bassy  to  China. 

Ji&  his  Excellency  bad  hitherto  hnt  little  tln^  to  (uithcr 
the  objcA  of  his  mission,  he  wished  much  to  <^>Qiiiioe.  h 
order  to  influente  the  Administration  more  favourafaly  to- 
yrards  if.'   He  was  now  informed  by  a.  private  friend,  that 
the  only  idea  the  Chinese  had  of  an  embassy,  was  that  of 
a  visit  with  presei^s,  on  accoutit  of  soo^  festival* andto  end 
'  with  the  qpcasioQ.    That  any  business  to.  be  tnmsaftfd 
with  them>  by  ^  fpreign  nation,  must  be  eSkQjoi  by  slow 
degrees.    Tbs^t.had  th^  embassy  heen  sent  soiuier,  and  be* 
ibrc  the  French  revolution  l)ad  eycited  an  afipichasston  in 
the  nunds  of  the  Ministry  respedipg-jp^uropeao  connffftmra» 
it  would  have  experienced  less  difficulty;  but  that  it  had»  cvca 
now,  mailc  such  aa  impression  throughout  Chifia»  as  oos 
eventually  produce  great  hcneiits  to  the  £oglisb.     That  die 
Chinese  Government,  thougKadverse  to  .admitting  new  pro* 
positions,  yet,  th^  same  matters  being  lepestlcd,  niighc  Jeadio 
^  serious  consideration,  for  wluch  porppse  ktteis  aent  frooi 
one  Monarch  to  the  ofh^r  tnight  properly  be  done  since  the 
jiuercourse  had  thus  been  op^ed.''    ^i^s  ^pal  opi^^oawss 
9g^t  staying  any  Ipiiger  at  Fekjn^  .  .      . 
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The  account  which  the  Embassador  now  received  of  a 
war  between  England  and  France  strengthened  this  advice^ 
it  being  expedient  to  convoy  such  ships  from.Canton  as 
'  were  bound  to  England.  As  some  of  these  would  not  be 
ready  tiir  March,' tRg  interval  might  be 'employed  in  a  nego- 
tiation at  Japan,  if  the  Embassador  could  join  the  Lion  at 
Chtisafifi.  He,  therefore,  resoh^ed  to  infoirtn*th#C6lao  of 
this  intention,  and  to  request  that  a  letter  might  be  instandy 
sent  to  Sir  Ej»ttiiu»  Gdwer  to  prevent  his  MiMag.  *  ! 
.  This  sudden,  resolution  greatly  disappoiated  several  of 
die  suite,  who  had  made  provision  to  pass  the  winter  at  Pe^^ 
kin.  Altfaovgli  it  is  &ot  40  degrees  N.  yet^the  immense 
TaftaJrian  mountains,  covered  with- snow,  render  its  wintep 
exceedingly  severe.  The  clothing  of  the  iohabhants  at  that 
season  consists  of  furs,  woollen  dath6^.'a;Kl*  quilted  bdtton. 
Fire  is  not  customary ;  nor  ^re  there  any  chimtifes  except 
in  the  kitchens  of  great  houses*  Stoves  are  common  io 
large  buildings,  in  which  isbunitr'fiissil  coal,  found  in,  the 
nefghbourhdod.  These  stoves  aft  often«  placed  under  the 
platforms  on  which*  the  people  sit  in' the  day,  and  deep  at 
night.  F^eigners  endure  the  summer  hers*4>etter  than  the 
winter,  though  in' the  former  season 'the  heat  is  excessive 
Several  persoAs  ofih^  embassy  beoamii  ill  doting  their  sturi 
nor  did  idl  of  Aem  recover 
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CHAPTER  XVL 


NPAinrts  ww4>M  nmiv,  4jv»  jooioQnr  fo  im^it- 


Every  eaAewrovr  was  novr  aitde  im  hatim  dwdepir- 
Iwe  of  the  embsfiy  fttNn  Fekh  whSe  the  Fri-ho  cooiiDiied 
navigable.  The  riven  in  the  north  cf  C^i»  «ie  partif 
aupplied  by  the  mdted  roow  in  summer  oa  Ae  Taitar 
OMiantaiiif  •  During  ihif  oporadoo  4bey  are  pmhO^  na^ 
Y^aUe*  hot  towafdi  autnmo  they  become  eo  AdlenraBd 
ahqigith  that  hife  boats  cannot  pass^them*  It  was,  fhmt- 
bre»  fixed  that  die  party  4hoold  go  to  <Han^<boo«foo,  the 
capital  of  Obe4tiaog»  fom  ^lence  the  Emhasaador  v^bt 
jointheLioninaiearifaysi  bat  if  aheahaqU hemtU,  he 
flight  preoaod  .19  Ctuiion.  Ghow-«i*;Khio  attl  Vaa-ta- 
ahin»  at  his  Emdiaciry's  :dMr«^  were  m  nccQinjjuny  him 
ill  this  jaomeir.  A  i|lUi  greater  qsm  ««s  §fp9imd  lo 
attend  Ac  etMaisy^n  jts  wmtt^  iwd  ijijp  waa^C>>tep 
8itfi*ta*3hiO|  ioiffMilgr  mentioned.  The  mioininient  of 
auch  an  exalted  person  was  reganW  by  rlhi»  CNa|Ba^  and 
ao  mentioned  to  the  Embassador,  as  a  mark  of  |Miijndai' 
consideration.  Odober  the  yth,  in  the  oionsii^  II»- 
chooog-tanngt  with  fuSiec  Colaos»  attended  in  a  paniiaa 
at  die  gales  of  tl^city  to  pay  their  resp^s  €0  faia  ExbeHeney 
'  on  his  departiire.  Two  tubes  of  baiidxx>»  tovcied  iridk 
yellow  dodiy  lay  on  a  table»  cofttainiag  Toila.  of  ydknr 
paper ;  the  one  a  list  of  the  Imperial  presents,  and  die  odier 
an  {Muwer  to  die  demands  made  by  the  Ernhnssadorrf— > 
Both  were  afterwards  ded  widi  ydtow  ribaada  to  te 
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shoulders  of  a  Mandariiiey  who  knelt  during  the  operation^ 
and  he  was  then  to  cany  thein  on  Itors^back  to  the  place 
where  h{s  ExceHeiicy  wai  to  embark.  So  great  a  distance 
prevails  between  ranksi  that  two  Chinese  of  considerable 
dignity  took  their  leave  of  the  Colao  on  their  knees.  The 
interpreter  of  the  embassy  was  always  obliged  to  stand  l)e« 
fere  him,  and  the  Thibet  General  once  compdled  him  to 
interpret  kneeling. 

The  parting  ceremonies  being  over«  the  Embassador  and 
auite  went  dirough  one  of  the  eastern  gates,  where  he  re- 
ceived the  nioal  salute,  and  proceeded  directly  to  Tong« 
choo-foo. 

On  the  great  road  feadiog  fix>m  the  capital,  immense 
crowds  are  always  passing,  among  which  are  frequent 
pcocesiigns,  particularly  of  funerals.  No  buriab  are  allowed 
in  die  city,  and  therefore^  ceremonies  of  iniermeot  throng 
the  gates  as  much  as  supplies  for  the  lining.  The  Chineae 
feserve  their  principal  expence  for  family  festivals,  particu* 
lariy  in  the  funerals  of  dieir  deceased  relativas.  The  fint 
procession  observed  this  day*  was  preceded  by  solemn  music, 
then  followed  various  insignia,  some  of  silken  colouri  and 
ethers  4>f  boards,  ha^riiq;  devices  and  cbaracters  painted  on 
tbem,  expressiag  die  rank  and  office  of  the  deceMed» 
Xbe  corpse  was  preceded  by  die  male  relations  in  great 
gae^  over  whom*  were  borae  umbrefiaswidi  deep  cumins. 
Circuit  pieces  of  paper,  eovered  widi  tin-foii,  were  bomt 
^s  diey  passed  by  oemeieries  and  temples.  These  are  sup- 
posed 10  be  oonveited  into  mooeyft  for  the  use  of  the  db» 
ceased,  tin  die  odier  world*  The  Chinese  are  pardodar 
about  t|ie  time  end  place  of  burying  dietr  dead.  The 
dday  ocauioiied.by  this  scruple  often  detains  die  weabfaf 
Aom  theiriastliaaae,'  and  many  are  kept  in  houses  and 
g^uxkns  till  deepQinis  are  determined.  .  The  poor,  how* 
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and  with  a$  little  foroi,  as  possible.  Tbe  pomp  obterved 
in  cbeir  marfiage$  is  loss  ostentatious. ttiao  chat  of  their 
funerals.  Though  celibacy  is  .i¥)t  reckonpd  among  tbe 
Virtues  by  the  Chinese,  y^t  no  people  can.be  more  stncl  in 
guarding  agaimt  indecency.  In  their  idolatry  they  have 
not  imitated,  in  the  least,  the  obscenity  of  their  neigbboius 
of  Hindostan.  One  gentleman  saw,  in  a  small  teniple  near 
Pekin,  a  figure  which  at  first  was  thougiit  to  be  the  Liagam 
of  the  Hindoos,  or  tlie  God  of  Gardens )  bcK,  in  i^Q.  k 
was  only  a.plain  column  on.  the  back.of  a  lizasd»  covered  all 
over  with  Chinese  chara£ters. 

The  embassy  was  welcomed  to  its' old^nartcrs  at  To«g- 
dioo-foo,  by  tlie  chief  Mandarines  of  that  place,  which 
iwas  in  the  evening  ill.unvoated  witli  variegated  laotcms. 
Troops  were  drawn  up  before  the  temple  in  unifprois  of 
quilted  petticoats  ^nd  JAcHets,  and  satin  boots,  with  thick 
paper  soles.  On  the  outer  gate  of  the  temple  was  painted 
the  Guardian  Spirit  of  the  place,  intended  to  keep  out 
the  Spirit  of  Evil.  Similar  drawings  ate  pasted  on  the.oncer 
doors  of  most  priv^e  'homes.  'The  Chinese  are  esttniva- 
gantly  superstitious^  aodsalvrays  ready  to  icceive  a  new 
religion  that  oSbrs  to  prodid  them  from  evil.  The  Qiris* 
lian  religion,  therefore,  would  .have  made  gprator  progress, 
bjbd  the  pradice.of  ihe  Jesuits  been  adopted,  of  permitd^g 
tbcm  to  retain  their  ceremonies  in  tb^  balk  of  tiieir  fore^ 
fathom.  OtfertngS'  frpm  -flocks,  amd  hends,  of  fowk,  oi^ 
saltf^our,  apd  incense,  noticed  in. the- Mosaic  rinial,  ai^ 
observed  by  them*  They  have,  moreover,  that  Iaohi  and 
Penates^  and  mstke: their  offisriogs  on  .every  new  mooo. 
The  difiereni  sqEls  are  very  liberal  .to  each  other.  This 
was  instanced  in  die  visit*  of  a  priest  of  tanotber  pemiasioii 
U>  the  ^mplc  of  Fo.  .  He  liekljdie  >dQ&aacja£  JLap4u>us^ 
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.^hich/  diSecs  Kttle  from  that  of  Epicurus.  The  priests 
of  this  religion  bad  their  particular  dress,  with  temples  and 
disciples^  but  opposed)  as. do  ail  the  other  icSi%  the  plaia 
system  of  Confucius*  Besides  the  Deuces  alieady  men* 
(ioned,  the  cempleof'Tong-ch&o^foo  had  those  of  Peace  an4 
War,  Temperance  and  Luxury,  Mirth  and  Melancholy^ 
yriih  female  idols  of  Fruitftilness  and  Pleasure.  Each  had 
before  it 'bronze  vessels>  in  which  were  burnt  perfumed 
matches  and  tin-foil  pap^r. 

All  the  attendants  of  the  embassy  were  busied  in  pre« 
paring  for  embarkation,  and  as  the^packages  were  le6S  thad 
those  brought  to  China^  in  a  short  time  the  whole  were 
properly  stowed  on  board  the  ve^ls.  One.  was  entirely 
Jaden  with  the  Embassador's  carriages  taken  asunder. 

As  the  waters  of  the  Pei-ho  were  decieasing  tast,  the 
embassy  was  only  detained  a  da«y  at  Tong*choo-foo.  > 

The  yachts  used  to  convey  it  were  very  light,  without 
^ny  upper  rangQ  of  apartments  and  allowing,  but  little 
xpom  for  baggage  under  the  floor.  They  wcie  about  70 
feet  long  and  15  wide,  flat  bottomed,  and  hardly  drawing 
(en  inches  water.  They  were,  liowever,  obliged  to  be 
drawn  over  some  shallows  the  day  after  diat  of  their  sail^ 
ing.  One  cause  of  this  shallowness  was  the  remarkable 
dry  \yeiather  which  h^d  been  for  sonie  mouths  past.  Raia 
is  8Q  rare  in  the  time  of  harvest  that  the  com  is  often 
threshed  in  jihe  field  where  it  has  been  reaped.  The  ther- 
piometer,  which  in  August  was  seldom  less  than  84,  was 
now  down  to  50.  The  fields,  which  then  were  covered  , 
with  kow-leangt  or  high  corn,,  bore  at  this  time  a  crop  of 
millet*  The  country  was  l^vel  and  fenile,  well  cultivated 
^i)d  fiill  of  villages, 

.   The  embassy  had  gone  but  a  little  way,  when  his  E?^« 
cellency  being  informed  ths^t  the  Colao  Sun-ta-zhin  wislicd 
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to  contmiinicatt^  to  him  the  cohteati  of  a  letter  be  had  re* 
ceived  froiii  the  Emperor,  he  instantly  wtited  upon  hire. 
The  Colao  read  part  of  this  letter,  whibk  signified  only 
that  he  should  carefully  attetid  the  embassj  t#  Cha-san, 
tad  that  if  the  ships  should  have  sailed,  to  proceed  withit  to 
Canton.    The  Eihbassador  also  learnt  fi^m  him,  dttt  his 
letter  to  Sir  Erasmus  GoWer  had  not  htpn  sent.    It  wafi 
tMrrinen  in  Englikh,  and  deliveibd  open  to  the  Minister, 
whose  jealousy,  lest  it  should  convey  improper  intelligence, 
prompted  him  to  litrithhold  it.    Sun-ta-zhin  being  satisfied 
ti  to  its  toritents  ipd  importance,  engaged  to  write  to  the 
Emperor  to  have  it  forwarded  without  any  fiiTtber  delay, 
^oon  after  the  Embassador's  return  to  his  own  yadit,  be 
was  visited  by  Sun-ta^zhin,  who  entered  into  a  long  and 
jfamiliar  conversation  on  European  customs,  particubrly 
respeAing  tlie  English  and  other  nations  trading  to  China. 
These  visits  were  often  repeated,  and  Sun- ta-zhin  (irequendy 
read  paragraphs  from  the  Imperial  letters  to  Lim,  contaming 
gracious  exprrssions  towards  the  Embassador  and  his  suite, 
in  consequence  of  the  favourable  reports  which  he  had 
made  of  them  to  his  Majesty.    He  was,  indeed,  a  man  of 
great  liberality  of  mind,  to  which  his  love  of  literature  con- 
tributed not  a  little:    He  was  the  only  Mandarine  that  had 
been  met  with  who  carried  a  library  whh  him.    His  rank 
was  very  high,  for,  besides  being  a  Cbho,  be  wore  a  Aon 
yellow  mantle  over  his  other  garments.    Tliiis  is  the  highest 
distindlon  in  China,  and  gives  a  sacred  charafler  to  the 
Wearer. 

The  two  other  great  men  who  kccornpanied  the  embassy 
never  canhe  to  see  his  Excellency  when  Son^ta-zhin  waa 
with  him,  as  they  would  be  obliged  to  stand  in  his  pre* 
knee. 
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.  The.  aspe^  of  the  country  from  Tong-choo-foo  to 
Tien-sing  was  somewhat  altered  since  the  former  jouraey. 
The  fields  were  parched  from  the  want  of  rain;  but  as 
in  some  places  the  bed  of  the  river  had  risen  above  the 
grounds  adjoining^  owing  to  an  accumulation  of  soil  on 
its  bottom,  and  by  the  addition  of  new  mounds  to  hinder  it 
from  oversowing,  those  grounds  were  easily  watered  through 
sluices  cut  from  it^  Where  the  river '/ell  to  a  greater 
level  vVith  the  neighbouring  country  the  ground  was  watered 
by  a  more  laborious  method.  Two  men  stood  opposite  to 
each  other  on  projefiing  banks,  holding  ropes  fastened 
to  a  basket,  which  they  swung  to  and  fro,  and  thereby  . 
threw  the  water  into  a  reservoir  dug  near  the  river's  bank, 
from  whence  it  was  direSed  through  small  channels*  In 
other  places  a  long  pole,  unequally  divided  in  its  length, 
'turns  on  a  pivot  across  a  post  fixed  upright.  A  bucket* 
at  the  end  of  the  shorter  arm,  is  lowered  into  die  river, 
which,  wlien  filled,  is  raised  by  a  small  power  applied  to 
the  long  lever,  and  its  contents  poured  into  the  reservoir. . 
Poverty  appeared  to  charaftcrize  the  people  along  the 
banks  of  the  Pei-ho,  but  they  were  evidently  cheerful. 
This  poverty  of  condition  is  not  owing  to  the  sterility  of 
soil,  but  to  an  over-crowded  population. 

A  few  sheep  are  fed  on  some  spots,  but  more  are 
brought  from  Tarrary,  as  well  as  larger  cattle.  The  pro- 
vender of  the  latter  is  chiefly  straw  cut  small.  The  com^ 
mon  people  live  on  vegetables,  with  a  slight  quantity  of 
animal  food.  Milk,  cheese,  and  butter,  are  very  Uttle 
known. '  As  some  of  the  gentlemen  wished  to  have  niilk, 
a  person  who  knew  how  to  manage  cows  wai  tought  for. 
and,  with  two  of  those  animals^  was  put  into  a  barge,  to 
attend  the  yachts. 

X  X 
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Aft^  the  crop  of  kow-kang  is  cleared,  which  vnM  now 
pretty  nnich  the  case/  the  roots  are  dug  up  with  hoes  in  the 
following  order.  Qne  man  goes  first  ia  a  straight  line, 
striking  «p  a  row  of  stobble  on  each  side ;  another  foHowa 
to  clear  them  from  the  eanh,  and  to  lay  them  id  bdndles; 
and  a  third  breaks  the  ground  up  between  the  row&  One 
buffalo  then  draws  die  plough  through  it.  The  stubble  is 
sometimes  burnt,  and  the  ashes  srrewed  over  the  grcmnd ; 
but  when  fuel  is  scarce,  it  is  used  for  that  purpose.  The 
plough  is  of  the  most  simple  construAion*  and  where  die 
soil  is  very  light,  it  is  drawn  by  men  and  women.  As  dioe 
is  no  turf,  the  plough  has  no  coulter.  The  share  termi- 
nates in  a  <^urve,  and  so  serves  to  turn  back  the  eaith.  It 
is  sometimes  made  of  iron,  but  often  of  what  is  called  iioa* 
wood.  After  three  days  progress  die  yachts  met  theiide^ 
which  the  day  following  brought  them  to  Tien-sing.  Heftf 
th^  Legate  departed  without  taking  leave ;  and  the  embassy 
commenced  a  hew  route.  Instead  of  taking  the  lower 
branch  of  the  Fei-ho  to  the  sea,  they  turned  to  the-righty 
and  having  passed  die  mouth  of  the  river  When-ho«  as- 
cended that  of  Yun-leang*ho,  on  the  banks  of  which  a 
building  was  efe£led  for  &e  Embassador,  and  aa^mettain- 
tnent  provided  for  him*  The  spedators  were  as  nuaicroiis 
as  in  die  first  visit  to  Tien-sing. 

An  immense  $andy  plain  extends  behind  this  city,  co- 
vered with  tombs.  Yun-leang*ho,  which  is  also  called 
Eu-ho,  or  precious  river,  had,  near  Tten-sing»  an  artificial 
*|>ank  on  each  side,  of  a  great  height^  and  sloping  graduaBj 
(0  the  water's  edge.  The  tops  were  ^e  walks  of  |rnvd» 
shaded  for  miles  with  various  trees,  among  which  were 
some  bearing  firuit,  paniculairly  plums.  The  adjacent 
country  had  sU  the  appearance  of  a  kitchen  ganlen.  The 
progress  here  was  veiy  slow,  owing  to  die  strength  of  tbc 
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current.  At  short  distances  along  the  river  were  niiljiary 
posts,  for  the  proteAion  of  the  provinces  against  robbers  and 
pirates.  The  Chinese  soldier  wears  his  sword  on  the  Ifft 
side,  with  the  point  forwards;  drawing  it  from  behiod.him 
with  his  right  hand* 

The  soil  is  dry  and  sandy,  but  water  abounds  ait  about  si 
fool  fttxn  the  surface.  Various  canals,  at  short  distances, 
are  seen  falling  into  the  river,  or  leading  from  it  into  the 
country. 

Hereabouts  the  thermometer  stood  little  above  40  d^reei 
at  sub-doe,  and  at  noon  was  near  80.  From  such  changes 
the  health  of  several  persons  was  greatly  afiSsded. 

in  some  villages  womea  were  seen  at  their  doors  with 
n>cka  and  reels  spinning  cotton.  Some  were  employed  ia 
l»arvest  work.  The  general  appearaxice  of  these  was  very 
ordinary ;  their  heads  being  large  and  round,  and  their  sta- 
ture k>w«  Their  dresses  were  loose,  completely  hiding  the 
shape,  with  wide  tro  wsers,  and  their  feet  aiid  ancles  wrapped 
rowid  with  bandages. 

It  is  said  diat  girls  of  any  beauty,  in  the  lower  orders,  are 
bought  of  their  parents  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  for  the  use  of 
die  great  and  wealthy.  Some  of  diese  were  seen  by  accident, 
aadtfaeir  appearance  excited  admiration.  When  curiosity, 
however,  drew  some  of  these  women  forth  to  see  the  stran* 
gen,  the  men  were  apt  to  hoot  them  back  with  re- 
proaohes. 

^  Mr*  Hickey  observed,  that  besides  having*  small  eyes, 
which  is  common  to  both  sexes,  ^  the  men  had  Uunt  tioses, 
turned  upwards,  high  .cheek  bones,  and  large  lips,  with 
snuddy  complexions.  Their  hair  was  black,  and  very  thick 
and  stfong.  Whiskers  are  common,  and  die  beard  is  suf- 
fered to  grow  in  straight  lines  from  dk  chin/* 
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Tlie  harvest  seemed  to  diffuse  a  general  cheeriWneri. 
Many  of  the  peasants  are  land-owners ;  but  there  arc  no 
great  or  speculative  fanners  in  China.  The  river  wound 
through*  a  rich  plain,  bounded  only  by  the  horizoD.  The 
chief  produSions  were  the  kow-lcang,  and  other  kinds  of 
millet-  Tht  houses,  in  most  villages,  were  enclosed  wih  a 
fence  made  of  the  stems  of  the  kow-lcang.  Someof  diesc 
,  villages  are  as  large  as  European  ciues,  bat  oooe  are 
reckoned  of  note_here  except  siich  as  are  walled  ronad. 

During  this  slow  progress,  hardly  half  an  hoor  passed 
without  bringing  a  town  or  village  to  view.  The  waBs  cf 
the  houses  in  the  last  were  mostly  of  mud,  baked  in  the 
sun,  or  moulded  between  planks,  and  hound  with  tbem  c3I 
it  was  hard  enough  to  bear  the  roof;  or  of  wicker  work, 
coated  with  clay.  The  roofs  were  in  few  instances  co- 
vered with  green  turf,  but  more  generally  with  straw.  Tbc 
rooms  were  divided  by  lattice  work,  hung  with  broad  paper, 
ornamented  with  images,  or  moral  sentences.  Each  house 
has  a  court  around  it,  enclosed  with  watdcs,  or  the  ttetns 
of  the  kow-leang.  Neatness  and  order  chanuSeriaBed  (he 
whole.  The  walls  chat  surrounded  the  towns  were 
xisually  higher  t&an  the  roo&  of  the  houses  within,  and  ge- 
nerally formed  a  square,  facing  the  four  cardinal  ppinu, 
with  agate  in  each.  The  streets  were  mostly  narrow*  The 
few  large  buildings  were  either  for  publiq  uses,  or  die  dwd- 
lings  of  men  in  office.  The  habitations  as  well  as  the  drcs 
of  the  great  are  regulated  by  particular  laws,  and  wkh  aa 
especial  regard  to  the  convenience  of  the  poor.  The 
bouses  were 'generally  plain,  and  of  one  story,  the  foooda* 
tions  being  of  free*scone  or  granite,  brought  from  the  w^- 
cent^  mountains.  The  walls  Were  mostly  of  brick,  ai^  the 
roofs  covered  with  rows  of  tiles,  akerqately  coacavc  ^s^ 
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convex,  cemented  by  clay.  The  larch  fir  U  chiefly  used  in 
building.  The  wmdows  arc  small  and  made  of  paper.  iSo 
linle  is  iron  used  that  ha^-dly  a  nail  is  to  be  seen  in  any 
houses.  The  floors  are  of  marble,  or  indurated  earth.  In 
more  elegant  buildings  a  range  of  pillars,  made  of  the  trunks 
of  firs,  ran  parallel  to  the  outer  walls,  and  formed  a  gaf- 
lery.  Thus  the  body  of  the  roof  rests  on  the  walls,  and 
the  projeSing  part  on  the  pillars.  In  some  struftures 
are  double  or  treble  roofs,  a  few  feet  above  each  other* 
The  chief  doors  and  windows  of  public  buildings  look  to 
the  south.  These  are,  chiefly,  a  hall  of  audience,  fot*  the  ad« 
ministration  of  justice,  a  college  for  students,  temples,  gra-^ 
naries  to  hold  supplies  against  scarcity,  and  a  ptiblic  library. 
Common  housed  have  no  columns,  but  the  shops  have  two 
poles  crossed  with  boards,  on  which  are  inscriptions  and 
representations  of  what  are  sold  within. 

The  furniture  is  simple,  and  the  ornaments  are  few. 
Whatever  is  'madp  of  wood  is  painted  red  and  varnishedl 
These  towns  all  exhibited  the  bustle  of  commerce.  Trading 
vessels  were  constantly  passing  on  the  river. 
•  The  Chinese  suppose  that  every  town  is  in  the  care  of 
particular  stars  or  constellations';  of  the  last  they  ac- 
count twenty^eight.  They,  moreover,  divide  the  stars 
accor<fiAg  to  the  zodiacal  signs,  which  they  call  the  twelve 
houses  of  the- sun.  Astrontmiical  observation  is  very  aft'* 
tient  in  China,  for  some  of  the  oldest  coins  hafve  the 
signs  of  the  zodiac.  Pure  astronomy^  however,  was  soon 
debased  by  the  delusions  of  astrology.  Almanacks  are  rcf^ 
gularly  published  here,  foretdling  the  variations  of  the 
yvcather,  and  pointing  out,  besides,  the  lucky  and  unlucky 
days  for  airaffiiirs  of  life.  TKe  profession  of  astrology  is, 
df trourse,  af'vcry  profitable  one  in  Cliina, 
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Though  no  legal  tax  is  imposed  on  account  of  nSffon, 
yet  Jupersthion  here  is  very  expensirc,  as  much  Qme  b 
consumed  in  performing  ceremonies.  Sacrifices  are  made  ia 
spring  and  autumn,  at  new  and'  full  mooQ»  and  on  Ac 
commencement  of  the  new  year.  This  last  feativai 
'occasions  much  dissipation.  The  Chines^  pcopk  bare 
no  sabbath,  nor  such  a  division  of  time  as  a  week.  Bat 
the  temples  are  always  open.  Many  deroms  bare  , 
made  bequests  for  the  support  of  the  priests,  bat  ddxs  sre 
unknown.  The  Government,  in  the  last  reigOt  aboiiAd 
the  poll-tax,  aud  substituted  a  land-tax  in  its  room.  Most 
imports  and  all  kinds  of  luxury  are  also  taxed.  Goods  pass- 
ing from  one  province  to  another  are  likewise  chaiged  widi 
a  duty ;  nor  are  even  the  presents  sent  by  tributaries  and 
subjeds  exempted  from  impost.  The  confiscaticw  of  ikh 
criminals  find  their  way,  also,  into  the  public  treasury. 
Taxes  are  received  in  kind,  particularly  on  rice.  The 
various  kinds  of  grain  on  which  the  poor  subsist  are  freed 
from  duty,  as  likewise  is  wheat.  The  first  wheat  xai 
growing  in  China  by  the  present  travellers  wasttow,  near 
San*choo.  It  was  about  two  inches  high,  and  kx>ked  re« 
markably  well,  though  on  a  sandy  soil,  wfaeienua  had  ooi 
fallen  for  three  months.  It  was  sown  in  drills,  ordibUsL 
One  gentleman  calculated  that  the  seed  thus  saiwd  in  Cbina, 
by  drill  husbandry,  would  mkintain  all  die  Europsaasab* 
jects  of  Great  Britain. 

The  grain  is  always,  planted  on  anevensorftce^  and 
never  divided  into  ridges  and  furrows,  and  this  mediod  is 
evidently  the  most  judicious. 

Attention  is  paid  to  the  diredion  of  the  rows  for  scnii^ 
the  grain ;  and  it  is  settled  that  when -the  Emperor  ploa^lM 
on  the  Agricuhural  Festival,  '<  he  dudl  stand  with  Us  fiica 
cowards  the  south,  and  holding  the  plough  with  his  r%fcc 
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handy  he^shall  turn  up  a  furrow  in  that  diredion/*  Much 
of  the  wheat  flour  is  made  by  the  Chinese  into  vermicellt^ 
which  is  held  here  in  great  request.  ,  ' 

Each  cottage  ha&:a  small  patch  for  raising  culinary  plants  ; 
and  each  has  also  a  few  hogs  and  ppultry,  especially  ducks. 
The  latter,  dried  and  salced,  are  here  an  article  of  com* 
metre.  These  people  baVe  the  method  of  hatching  duck* 
lings  by  artificial  heat. 

Several  patches  of  buck-wheat  were  seen  here  in  full 
flower.  This  species  of  wheat  is,  used  for  the  same  pur* 
poses  as  the  other. 

As  there  was  a'strong  current,  the  Mandarines  caused 
men  to  be  impressed  to  track  the  boats,  but  the  paybeing 
very  small,  many  of  them  took  opportunities  to  escape. 
These  trackers  were  often  surprized  and  forced  into  the 
service  in  the  night.  A  man  usually  marches  behind  theoi 
with  a  whip^  to  hasten  their  speed  and  to  hinder  their  de« 
senion. 

October  the  i8th,  the  embassy  entered  the  province  of 
Shan-tung)  and  the  provincial  attendants  were  now  chang- 
ed. This  being  the  day  of  full  moon  the  niglit  was  taken 
up  in  religious  ceremonies.  The  firing  of  guns,  bands  of 
music,  striking  of  loos,  letting  oiF  fire-works,  and  burning 
perfamed  matches,  lasted,  without  ceasing,  from  midnight, 
till  sua-rise«  * 

The  country  here  appeared  a  perfect  level.  A  few 
fields  of 'tobacco  were  seen,  but  more  of  the  yearly  cottoii 
plants  The  last  ia  much  cultivated  in  this  province.  The . 
cultivator  sometimes  cuts  off  the  tops  of  the  cotton  leaves, 
chat  the  number  of  pods  may  be  encreased,  and  the  produc* 
lion  hastened.  As  China  does  not  produce  sufSciem  cot- 
ton for  its  inhabitants  the  importation  from  Bombay  is 
coasiderahlie.    It.is  sokl  at  Canton  for  dollars,  which  are 
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given  for  bills  upon  England,  and  the  dollan  returod  tc 
the  Chinese  merchants  for  teas,  silk,  and  porcelain.  The 
fields  of  cotton  are  joined  by  others  of  indigo,  y^'ith  whkh 
the  cottons  worn  by  the  common  people  are  generally 
dyed. 

O£tober  22d,  arrived  at  Ltn-sin-choo,  near  wbkliwas 
a  pagoda  of  nine  stories.  These  buildings^  called  by  \be 
natives  Ta,  abound  most  in  hilly  pans>  and  are  usaailj 
from  120  to  1 60  feet  high,  or  equal  to  four  or  five  of  utcir 
.diameters  at  the  base.  At  this  place  the  yachts  quitted  the 
£u-ho,  which  is  here  joined  by  the  Imperial  canal.  This 
great  work  runs  above  500  miles  from  hence  to  Han  cboo- 
foo,  through  heights  and  over  valleys,  and  even  aaoss 
rivers  and  lakes*  European  canals  are  generaDv  stia'gk 
and  narrow,  and  without  a  current;  whereas  this  ofien 
winds  in  its  course,  is  of  great  and  unequal  breadth,  ad 
the  water  rarely  stagnant. 

The  waters  of  the  Eu-ho  fall  into  the  canal  by  a  gcD*I: 
current,  and  their  descent  is  afterwards  checked  by  occa- 
sional flood-gates,  at  least  a  mile  asunder,  but  It  has  no 
locks.  ,The  flood-gates  consist  only  of  a  few  planks  Is 
down  upon  one  another  through  grooves  cut  into  the  pro- 
jecting stone  piers  on  the  sides.  To  direcr  the  baj:t$ 
through  these  gates  an  immense  oar  proceeds  from  the  bow, 
which  one  of  the  crew. manage^  with  great  dexterity.  On 
each  pier  are  also  men  wich  fenders,  made  of  skins  snrfibi 
with  hair,  with  which  tliey  keep  4hc  vessels  from  strikirg 
against. the  stone-work. 

Moveable  bridges  of  timber  arc  thrown  across  the  piers* 
The  gates  are  only  opened  at  particular  hours,  ubcn 
vessels  are  permitted  to  pass,  on  paying  a  small  toll.  The 
fall  of  water  on  opening  the  gates  is  but  small,  ax^  tk 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^U»A%SY  TO  CHflfA,  59j 

tiuifiber  ol  these  is  compar^cively  but  few,  never  aJbove  »t 
being  passed  io  a  day. 

'  Neac  Lin*sin»cboo,  a  barge  overloaded  with  spectators 
broke  down,  and  several  peisohs  fell  into  the  vaater;  yet 
those  who  were  safe  appeared  quite  i  cordless  of  their 
distress,  and  only  one  boat  rowed  to  the  wrecks  m6re,how«- 
ever,  to  pick  up  a  hat  ihao  to  save  the  person  to  whom  it 
belonged. 

In  the  evening  of  the  next  day  arrived  at  Tong- whangs 
fooy  near  the  walls  of  which  about  three  luuidred  soUiets 
were  placed  to  salute  the  embassy.  Each  had  a  lanticrn 
in  his  hand,  which  produced  a  pleasing  effect  on  the  vrater. 
If  a  town  is  built  on  both  sides  of  the  can^l,  soldiers  ar« 
stationed  on  each  bank,  and  whenever  the  Embassador 
was  expected  to  land  they  fell  on  thei|  knees  to  receive 
him. 

Hitherto  not  the  slightest  elevation  of  ground,  not*  even 
the  smallest  stone  had  been  found*  From  hence  vrere  setii 
rising  hills  to  the  eastward,  and  soon  after  the  summits  of' 
blue  ''moutltaioa  appeared  •  from  the  south-west.  The 
eastern  province  of  Shan»tung  has  the  name  of  Eastern 
Mountainis*  A  range.of  granite  hill^  lying  east  and  west^ 
is  die  grand  {6skturt  of  this  province. 

October  25th,  arrived  at  tlie  highest  p$rt  of  the  caa^% 
Htf^  &e  rivor  Lues  falls  into  it  with  such  rapidity,  tiiat  a 
bulwark  of  stone  is  erected  on  the  opposite  bank  to  break 
its  force.  Near  this  spot  stands  a  giU  temple,  called  th« 
Yellow  Temple  of  the  river  Luen. 

Proceeding  a  link  way  on  the  southern  branch  of  the 
canal^  the  yachts  came  near  the  pla<^e  where  the  Leu-tcev 
or  Chinese  fishing,  bird,  is  bred,  and  taught  the  ait  of  catch- 
ing fish  for  ita  owner.  It  is  thus  described  by  Dn  Shaw : 
•^  brown  pelican  or  corvoranc^  with  while  throat,  the  body 
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whitish  beneath,  and  spotted  whhhrowa,  the  t^  taoaki 
the  irrides  blue,  and  the  bill  yellow.** 

On  a  lake  close  to  this  part  of  the  canal  are  ntuDerom 
boats  and  rafts  employed  in  this  kind  of  finery.  Each 
has  about  a  dozen  birds,  which,  at  a  signal  giv^n,  dtfcsio 
the  water,  and  frequendy  bring  up  fish  of  an  astonidBi^ 
size.  There  was  no  occasion  to  put  a  iing  or  cord  alwt 
their  throats  to  prevent  them  from  swallowing  dicir  pity. 
The  boati  thus  used  arc  very  light,  and  often  canied  to 
the  lake  with  the  birds  by  their  owners. 

This  lake  was  banked  off  on  the  western  side  finom  the 
canal,  and  the  earth  thus  collected  is  supported  by  stooc 
walls.  Sluices  are  cut  at  certain  paits  to  let  ofF  the  super- 
fluous water  into  the  low  lands,  or  into  reservoirs  cutin  ibc 
embankment.  The  water  in  the  last  was  genenlly  fccpr 
at  a  medium  height  between  the  surfaces  of  die  canal  ai^i 
the  lake,  and  thus  a  counterpoise  was  presenred  becweca 
the  different  columns  of  water,  which  argues  soiae  kaow- 
ledge  of  hydrostatics  in  the  contriver. 

A  vast  quantity  of  the  surrounding  country  is  swampy, 
and  covered  with  the  lien-wha,  which  the  Chinese  regard 
as  one  of  their  greatest  luxuries.  It  has  a  beautiful  a^ar^ 
ance  when  in  flower.  The  seeds  in  size  and  figure  sonie* 
what  resemble  the  acorn,  and  are  more  delicace  in  flavour 
than  the  almond.  The  containing  substance  is  in  tfa« 
shape  of  a  broad  inverted  cone.  The  roots  are  eat  ia 
summer  with  ice,  and  they  are  also  preserved  in  salt  and 
vinegar  for  winter. 

It  frequendy  grows  spontaneously,  and  is  cultivated  widi 
ease  bodi  by  seed  and  root.*    It  has  a  variety  o^  ^lectcs. 

From  hence  the  canal  was  embanked  on  both  Uss, 
each'  supported  by  walls  of  coarse  grey  marUe,  abeut 
ttneke  feet  chick,  and  the  stones  on  the  u>p  clamped  wid: 
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iron.     The  canal  here  was  much  Ipgher  than  the  adjacent* 
country,  every  dry  part  of  which  was  filled  with  villages* 
The  lower  grounds  are  generally  inundated,  and  were 
cultivated  with  rice,  the  stetns  of  which  rose  above  the 
water.     This  grain  forms  the  principal  food  of  the  mid- 
dling ranks  of  the  Chinese.     Great  part  of  the  country  is 
well  adapted  for  the  production  of  rice,  which  requires  for  a 
long  time  to  be  immersed  in  a  sheet  of  water.    The  low  lands 
Aear  the  great  rivers  being  inundated  yearly,  a  great  quantity 
of  rich  mud  is  left,  which  fertilizes  the  soil.  When  the  water^ 
is  gone  off,  the  preparations  for  planting  rice  arc  made 
in  the  following  order :    A  small  inclosure  is  made  by  a 
bank  of  clay,  the  earth  is  ploughed  up>  and  a  buffalo  draws 
an  upright  harrow  lighdy  over  it.     The  grain,  having 
been  previously  steeped  in  dung  mixed  with  urine,  is  then 
sown  very  thicjc^  and  the  whole  is  thinly  covered  with 
water,  either  brought  from  a  higher  spot  by  channels,  or 
from  a  lower  by  a  chain-pump.    In.  a  few  days  the  shoots 
ascend  above  the  water,  and  in  the  mean  time  tlie  rest  of 
the  ground,  if  stiff,  is  ploughed,  the  lumps  broken  with 
hoes,  and  an  harrow  drawn  over  the  surface.     When  the 
shoots  are  six  or  seven  inches  high  (hey  are  taken  up  by 
the  roots,  the  tops  of  the  blades  cut  off,  and  each  replanted, 
sometimes  in  furrows  made  by  the  plough,  and  sometimes 
in  holes  made  by  a  stick.     The  c&tance  between  the  roots 
is  about  six  inches.     They  are  covered  with  water  a  se- 
cond time,  and  for  this  purpose  the  fields  are  subdivided  by 
narrow  ridges  of  clay,  and  through  a  channel  in  each  ridge 
the  water  is  conduced  to  every  subdivision.    As  thp  rice 
advances  in  growth  the  water  disappears,  and  the  field  be- 
comes quite  dry.    The  first  harvest  is  about  the  beginning 
of  June.     A  small  crooked  sickle  with  teeth  is  used  for 
f papi^g.    The  sheavf  s  are  carried  by  men  to  the  place  o^ 
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fceflhing  on  poks  of  4)aiiiboo«     TI10  lost 

performed  not  oaI)rl)]r  A  flaHaixdlycailfey  ^at 

bj  striking  die  oorii  agiimt  a  pkuik  sot  oa  im^figc,  or 

against  a  lasgt  tub,  the  back  and  aides  of  which  se  father 

Aan  the  fsoot.    Wfaoi  it  is  iviaiiowied^  k  j^^panied  i»  dit 

granary. 

Ta  ckar  the  xice  of  the  bnak,  :it  is  put  HUaattuf 
earthen  or  stone  vessel  £xed  10  the  gmiin4»  ^ad  to  best 
with  a  conical  -stone,  fastened  to  to  end  of  a  levoc  Soo^ 
litnes  ilht  rice  is  passed  between  two  flat  circuhr  sto■e^ 
Ihe  one  luming  on  the  other.  B«it  for  iargor  ^qoanatiei 
AiiUs  turned  by  waier  are  tused ;  several  arins  beiag  6aai 
into  the  axis  of  thetfrheel,  wiiicdi  jinking  op  ihe  ends  sf 
levers,  canses  them  to  beat  out  the  grain.  Twcaij  oi 
these  levers  are  sometimes  worked  at  once*  l^e  fti^w 
is  mostly  cut  into  chaC,  and  ^serves  as  proveodor  ^or  ifae 
cattle  used  in  ^hu^Amndiy. 

When  the  ^st  harvest  is  vcoinpleted  the  groBoii  is  pfe- 
pared  for  a  seoond.  The  stubUe  is  iirst  coHefibed^  snd 
when  burnt,  die  ashas  are  scatiercd  on  <he  fM.  The 
fermer  operations  again  take  iplacc,  and  anocbtr  crop  ii 
usually  ready  early  in  Novenaher  ait  ihe  faithesi.  The 
snibUc  is  not  again  hufinti  but  is  left  toq^rifyin  thpevib, 
and  this,  with  the  mud,  a^e  the  only  maanrca  caiyloyii 
Besides  riee,  the  lands  thiis  fertilized  by  iawidBtioa  ase  abo 
plaDQcd  with  the  sug^r  cane,  one  crop  of  wbidh  ooly  ii 
produced  in  a  year. 

in  tbb  pact  of  the  rcanat  sms  pever^l  dmees  ttvmd  on 
slone  arclies,  for  the  dischai^  of  ibe  sup^oooa  waicr 
into  the  adjoining  morasses.  A  Afiesent  aitvBiioo,  bow* 
eyer,  aoon  followed,  for  the  country  rose  so  nradh  above 
its  former  level,  that  the  canal  was  sunk  at  least  iweqiy  feet 
below  the  neighbouring  ground.    He^  it  reoeived  i 
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af  micr  from  the  httffi  lafae  ^  W^e^cbaung-hPy  Ap 
iprospod  of  which,  was  ideli^tufol  at  swiise^  iu  boivtei^ 
hcm^  friogtd  with  wood  hoiuBes,  |»{o<la$  4»i  the  n$iR( 
gi:<tUQd5  bebto4>  ^od  49n  the  water  were  j^umcm^^  vessdy^ 
Fisbuig  i«  the  g^firal /en^yinf nt  ibh  Uw  }aA«»  oi^e  too 
thod  of  which  is  mgmUn  A  white  Wr4  js  fiioed  fi^^ 
ing  on  <vie  «ide  of  a  boa^  ih^  c4gp  ilKdioiog  t^  ^  warn* 
ly  bco  the  mpon  ^hiaes  the  h9at  ]m  ap  that  iibe  >oa)d  ^oaaf 
rec^^e  the  ii^9  >9f  li^  "V^hich  ^ve  ic  the  ^t^pw^moc  ^ 
tiM>¥i(%  wacier^  swad  the  £sb  kafong  ioppfi  it,  ithe  (hoaiaifui 
i^isc  the  hoaid'wiib  n  fil<ri9g»  aa4  ap^^mi  disroin^ibe 
boat.  The  flesh  of  quadrupeils  is  very  acasce  in  Chim^ 
Tbc^tmmpu  peofile  seldom  taate  that  of  the  laiiger  Ifind* 
except  of  (hose  which  die  hy  aecideot  or  distempers.  -Q;^ 
such  occasions  a  Chinese  is  no  way  nice.  Ko  disdmSiom 
pf  clean  «nd  .uiiclean  meat  is  kno wja  here.  Hogs  and  dqg^ 
are  the  most  common  animal  fippd,  .and  are  aold  in  ihe 
markets.  So  very  indifieFeotajfe  tl)e  lower  ofxkcs  to  iW 
quality  of  their  food*  that  they  jseisi^  laa  any  thicig  xq  satosfy 
their  appetites,  and  ev^n  the  most  ioathsome  vermin  found 
on  the  human  body  serve  as  a  prey  to  them- 

Water  £>wl  ane  ttab^n  •w  4ibis  Uke  in  4  j^antocubr  way^ 
£n\p(y  jars  pr  pounds  lai^e  ptoced  /on  tike  water  U>  render 
the  birds  ^familiar  to  tbem*  A  iftan  mib  ooeiof  these  4ipca> 
hk  head  wades  into  the  iKtttcar,  #nd  when  the  biid  penchea^ 
upon  the  vessel,  he  gently  lifts  up  his  arms,  and-dnikWf 
it  beneath  the  :8ur6ioe  iwjthout  almemiqgitheMft. 

LaigetssidingiCxincQras^femknawBinOiiiHu  f^Qfk 
cxtend^heir  ideaa  cko  /acdier  (than  lo  a<Bftodearte  «iifaiMeiitt^ 
eaioeptinrhenairiiimeiDwvwcirliwseic^  fiawnteaben^ 
boWver*  Are  common  eirery  jwhetie,  aAid  exoii^affi^  intev^m 
on  loans  is  permitted  by  law. 

2n  «Nw  iiaits  aear  ihe  «aftal,  ivtem  miltvaiMtfi  wm 
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difficulty  the  scattered  cottages  wtrt  very  mean,  die  tohalir* 
tants  being  supported  by  fishing.  The  country  soon  changed 
to  one  beautifully  diversified  with  hills  and  valleys,  among 
•which  were  several  good  villages,  the  whole  exhibiting 
land  in  high  xrnldvation,  and  well  inhabited.  In  some  of 
the  fields  grew  the  ricinus,  from  which  the  castor  is  ex- 
traded  in  the  West  Indiesi  but  the  Chinese  use  h  ooij  as 
a  food.  Cotton  was  the  general  produce^  which  was  now 
ready  for  gathering.  Here  the  canal  widened,  nmaiag 
south,  in  a  current  of  above  two  miles  an  hour.  Several 
branches  proceeded  from  die  main  stream,  oo  which  also 
many  harges  ii^re  sailing. 

*  After  passing  a  short  stage,  through  low  lands,  wiArery 
indifferent  pro8pe(%,  a  succession  of  good  towns  and  viUagcs, 
numerous  vessels,  and  crowds  of  people,  indicated  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Yellow  River,  into  which  the  canal  -fails  widi 
k  gentle  force.  Large  barges  were  here  waiting  lo  carry 
the  Ttliperial  revenues  for  next  season  to  Pekin.- 

November  2d,  the  yachts  came  to  the  spot  where  the 
canal  joins  the  Yellow  River.  On  the  neaiest  coast,  and 
on  the  shore  opposite,  is  a  lai^  and  populous  town;  The- 
ranal  here  is.  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad»  and  be- 
comes a  good  harbour.  All  the  canals  in  this  cooory 
f)elon^  to  the  Government,  which  thereby  gains  an  im- 
.  mense  revenue,  besides  encreasing  the  comforts  of  the 
people. 

The  Yellow  River  runs  at  tliis  place  with  such  rapU 
dity  that  the  Chinese  sailors  deemed  it  necessary  to  oflbr  a 
sacrifice  to  its  Guardian  Spirit  for  a  safe  passage.  Ac* 
cordingly,  the  Master  wrung' oflF  the.  head  of  a  cock,  and 
having  thrown  it  into,  the  stream,  he  then  spriaUed  the 
blood  on  different  parts  of  the  vessel,  stickiag  upon  them 
abo  some  of  tlic  feathers.    Bowls  of  meat  were  then  placed 
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in  a  line  across  the  deck,  and  before  them  a  cup  of  oil, 
another  with  tea,  another  with  ardent  spirit,  and  a  fourth  with 
salt.  He  then  beot  his  body  three  times,  with  his  hands 
hftcd  up^  and  muttered  some  prayers  to  the  Deity.  During- 
this  ceremony  the  loo  was/beaten,  h'ghted  mashes  held  up  to' 
heaven,  consecrated  papers  burnt,  and  several  crackers  let* 
off  by  the  men.  The  master  afterwards  poured  into  the 
river  the  liquors  in  the  cups,  and  lastly  the  salt.  When* 
the  whole  was  over,  the  crew  feasted  on  the  contents  of  the 
bowls,  and  the  yacht  was  launched  into  the  riven  When' 
she  reached  the  other  side  the  master  returned  thanks  to 
Heaven,  bowing  his  body  three  times.  These  ceremonies* 
are  always  performed  on  the  fore-casde,  which  is,  therefbre, 
held  sacred,  and  not  suffered  to  be  defiled,  if  possible. 

Notwithstanding  these  offerings,  great  exertions  are  often' 
necessary  to  stem  the  violence  of  the  stream,  and  to  con-' 
daSt  large  yachts  to  the  opposite  shore.  The  wind  being 
now  fair,  those  of  the  embassy  were  towed  by  light  sailing 
boats*  The  sources  of  die  Yellow  River  are  two  lakes 
lying  among  the  mountains  of  Tartary,  in  lat.  35  deg.  N. 
and  long.  19  deg.  W.  of  Pekih.  The  river^  after  takings 
a  long  and  winding  course  of  2,150  miles,  in  which  circuit 
it  receives  numerous  streams,  empties  itself  into  the  s^a,- 
which  13  called  by  its  name.  The  part  where  the  canal 
reaches  it  is  seventy  miles  from  the  sea.  The  width  is  littte 
more  than  a  mile,  and  the  depth  in  the  middle  not  abovd 
ten  fe^;  but  the  water  runs  with  the  velocity  of  seven  ot 
eight  miles  an  hour.  If  the  breadth  of  the  river,  at  this 
place,  was  but  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  the  mean  depth  five 
feet,  aod  ^e  velocity  of  the  course  four  miles  an  hour,  it 
follows,  that  in  that  space  there  is  discharged  into  the  Yel-^' 
low  Sea  a  volume  of  water  equal  to.4i8,X7<>.ooo  solid' 
fccr,  or  2^563,0001000  gallons,  or  1 100  times  more  tlipia  - 
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twharit8iiK>liedkyd)eG^|^  To  aaCertam  thcfnui^ 
tkjr  ef  tmA  9ti8peQdsd  in  the  water  of  Aaaf  tiwer^  dw  expe« 
rjtoent  was  made  :•  a gtiHoaaDd tbroe-^vanten,  ale measorey 
takctt  from  dkc  cniddle  stream^  dqmind  a  nam  of  nactcry 
whkb,.  when  compared,  was  cqoal=  to  twa  solid  incbn  and 
ooe-ibircL  Tbia  80&neat  wag  a  fioir  loamy  yelkmsb 
mad».aiid  when  drf  b  reduced  l»  a  powder  by  raiKfaiag  k 
bc^wtan  the  fingeiv* 

By  experiYDomr  it  appnoiail  that^  tbs  water  of  dM  nver 
cmtfaMed  ob^  &  Dwo  hiuiihieifcb.  pait  dt  the  oilginal  b«)k« 
but  tben  a  great  pait  of  it  must  kare  beea  waanikiibe 
Ofjipama*  Accoi^dingpto  thro  pBopartion,  howerEr^  aot  less 
than  3^2Of000/)0O  solid  inchesy  er  2,ooo>ooo  of  solid 
feet  of  eardi)»areca£ri«bby  tfats  stream  intodie  sea  ewy  bow 
or  48,oo0f€xx>^ ia  a  dajr*  or  ifygao^ooo^ooo^  na  a  yoat.  If, 
thapeforei  tbe  ausui  depdi  of  die  v Yeilow  Sea  he  rwoiff  fii^ 
tbemSy  the  qfuaatity. of  earA  thuabpoaght  iotaic  would  br 
safficientito  makev  fionv  ifaa  bottom*  to  cbe  siuCm^^  aiMkad 
one mik acpiareiit seventy  days; 

While  die  emba^  was  on  its  pasBi^to  die  YeHoW 
River,  .several  lettera  passed  betweea' the  Einpen>f  and  Sb»* 
t»rdiin,.  by  whkh  ic  was  learnt  that  the  letter  to  S»  Eraa* 
mua  Gower  had  bean  forwaidsd  to  Chv^saa.  Bar  what 
aippearedso  beof  morocoiasequeBce  was  the  Empeiov'saS'* 
suraiice  that  ^'  he  enteruiasd  a  faig^  esteem,  ftn*  die  Emfaas' 
sador  andbianatioi^  notwichstaiiding  the  various  aonnisBa 
that  ifeadbeen  madb  about  themv  aad  that  be  was  resolved 
to*  pvc  his  pfoteftion'  lo  their  trade ;  that  his  refusal  of  par* 
ticular  requesiswasi  merely  because  he  did  not  think  it  pni'* 
dent,  ac  histime  of  life,  to  adopt  novekieaon  a  suijdeir;  d&f 
as  a  pasdcufaur  mark.o^hia attention  to  the  £o^idi,hehad 
removed- die  Viceroy  of  Ganton^  aad  appointed  a  Pxiiice  of 
the-Uood  to  thac  station^  and  that  he  bad  cbarged  hiai|  ob 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY   TO    CHIKA.  403 

arriving  at  Iiis  government,  to  remove  the  vexations  of  vtrhich 
the  English  complained."  Sun-ta*zhia  said  that,  as  the 
new  Viceroy  resided  at  present  at  Han-choo-fbo,  ihe  capital 
of  Che-kiang,  he  would  introduce  his  Excellency  to  him. 

These  dispatches  were  carried  by  a  man  on  horseback, 
in  a  flat  bag,  tied  round  his  body.  Bells  were  fixed  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bag,  to  announce  his  approach  at  every  stage, 
where  he  and  his  horse  were  to  be  relieved.  These  stages 
were  distant  fron:  each  other  about  ten  or  twelve  miles. 
'  On  entering  the  province  of  Kiang-nan,  an  alteration 
was  observed  in  the  dress  of  the  trackers.  Hitherto  they 
had  been  clad  in  the  ordinary  garb,  of  the  peasants, 
but  now  in  a  regular  uniform,  edged  with  red,  and  a 
smart  bonnet,  having  a  flat  red  button  on  the  crown,  all  of 
which  passed  from  one  set  to  another.  The  yachts  and 
barges  were  also  particularly  elegant.  There  were  about 
forty  of  tFiese,  adorned  with  the  Imperial  colours,  and  other 
ornaments,  sounding  with  noisy  but  not  unpleasant  music, 
who  followed  each  other  in  regular  procession.  The  weather 
was  also  serene  and  beautiful ;  and  the  scene  was  enlivened 
by  numerous  other  vessels  on 'the  canal,  by  the  prosper 
on  the  land,  of  towns  and  villages,  of  peasants  cultivating 
the  fields,  or  reaping  the  harvest,  of  military  posts,  with 
flags  flying  and  the  soldiers  saluting  the  embassy  as  it  passed, 
and  crowds  of  spe£tators  lining  the  banks,  to  view  the 
strangers. 

The  yachts  began  to  proceed  now  with  greater  speed,  the 
current  of  the  canal  becoming  more  rapid,  stnd  in  conse- 
quence the  number,  of  flood-gates  encreased.  It  after" 
wards  ran  by  the  side  of  the.  lake  Pao-yung,  between 
which  and  the  canal  was  a  strong  embankment.  On  this 
lake  the  fishing  birds  are  trained,  and  carried  to  every  part, 
©f  China. 
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The  conntry  beyond  this  lake  is  so  aw&mpy  as  to  be  do- 
lit  for  cultivation.  The  lien-wha  grows  here,  howevtr, 
spoDtaneousty .  And  the  industry  and  ingenuity  t^f  the  Chi' 
ncse  in  these  parts  are  admirable.  They  place  rafts  of 
bamboo  on  the  water,  or  on  the  morasses,  on  which  bar^ 
iag  spread  a  layer  of  soil,  they  raise  different  vi^etables. 
Indeed  the  application  of  thb  people  is  such  that  the  xjat- 
ous  parts  of  the  empire,  on  a  moderate  calcolatron,  a/e  of 
equal  value,  in  produce,  to  the  sdid. 

The  natives  of  the  morassy  country,  indeed,  freqaemlf 
emigrate  into  Tartary,  notwithstanding  the  general  anitxio* 
tity  between  the  two  nations.  Though  many  men  of  tbe 
highest  rank  in  the  state  are  of  Tartarraa  birth  or  blood,  jet 
the  Chinese  regard  all  of  that  country  as  barbarians,  in 
proof  of  which  they  relate,  that  when  the  Mongols  finr  cook 
I^kifl,  they  built  tents  for  themselves,  and  put  their  horses 
m  the  Imperral  palaces. 

In  this  part  of  the  routes  town  of  the  Airdc/ass  was 
seen  in  the  midst  of  the  low  groimcb,  the  tops  of  its  houses 
being  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  canal,  wfakh 
formed  an  aqueduct  twenty  feet  high,  and  twohtmdnsd  fbct 
broad,  and  runnmg  at  the  rate  of  three  milesr  an  hour. 

The  yachts  soon  after  came  before  another  town,  die 
houses  of  which  were  two  stories  high,  and  white- walked. 
The  people  appeared  to  be. better  dressed,  and  the  wooieii 
handsomer  than  diose  to  the  northward. 

In  a  litde  space  tbe  yachts  arrived'  at  a-  chj  of  die  fixst 
rank,  apparendy  -vety  antient.  Though  some  parts  were 
in  ruins,  it  seemed  to  have  a  great  tradb,  and  there  woe 
not  less  dian  a  diousand  vessels- lymgbeibre  it. 

The  garrison,,  of  about  two  thousand  men,  weie  toroBd 
out  with  colours  and  music.-  The  adjaceat  country  was 
flat,  cultivated  in  rice  and  mulberry  trees.    The  brancta 
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of  the  Uttejr  were  prucied  off  regularly,  for  the  encourage 
ment  of  jroung  leaves,  whkh  are  the  best  for  the  silk- worms. 
Great  atteiuioa  was  paid  tp  these  trees,  which  were  planted 
in  rows  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  apart,  in  beds  of  a  moist, 
loamy  earth,  about  a  foot  above  the  ground.  The  Chi* 
nese tare  not  used  to  grafting;  but  on  some  of  the  large 
branches  the  misletoe  was  seen.  Rice  is  sown  in  the  inter* 
medFate  furrows,  through  which  water  is  conducted.  Small 
houses  are  built  for  rearing  the  worms  in  retired  places,  s^s 
the  Chinese  think  that  the  least  noise  is  injurious  to  them. 
Some,  indeed,  are  reared  in  towns.  Tlie  eggs  are  deposited 
on  paper,  and  kept  till  the  time  of  hatching,  when  it  is 
moittened  with  water,  and  presently  the  young  worms  ap- 
pear. Artificial  heat  is  never  applied  but  when  an  early 
brood  19  wished  for.  Before  the  silk  is  reeled  off,  the  in- 
scds  are  suffocated,  by  placing  the  coccoons,  or  silk  balisy 
in  a  basket,  exposed  to  the  steam  of  boiling  water. 

The  aurelias  furnish  one  of  the  luxuries  of  the  table,  as 
does  the  white  earth  grub,  and  the  larva  of  the  sphinx 
moth. 

After  a  passage  of  three  days  from  the  Yellpw  River, 
tl^  yaclits  reached  that  of  Yang-tse-kiang,  which  at  this 
place  was  about  two  miles  broad.  The  Yaog-tse  rises 
among  cjie  same  chain  of  mountains  as  the  Yellow  River, 
and  consists  of  two  branches,  which,  after  a  pretty  long 
separation,  join  again,  and  having  taken  a  circuitous  range 
of  about  2,200  miles,  enters  the  sea  in  the  province  of 
Kiang-nan.  To  reach  the  canal  on  the  opposite  shore  of  this 
river,  \be  yachts  feU  a  shon  way  down  the  northern  coast* 
A  new  scene  here  presented  itself.  The  grouxsd  rose  gradu- 
ally from  the  side  of  the  river,  variously  and  richly  culti- 
vated, chequered  with  tives,  tempos,  and  pagodas. ,  Ro- 
mantiq  islands  and  rocks  spotted  th^  rivf r.    Por^ o^es  aro. 
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said  to  be  found  here ;  and  seve/al  vesseb  were  iymg  at 
anchor.  Fn  the  middle  of  the  river  was  an  island  ca&td 
Chin^ahan,  or  the  Golden  Mountain,  rising  nearly  perpea* 
diculaily,  and  interspersed  wjdi  gardens  andpl^easureixnisci. 
This  enchanting  spot  belonged  to  the  Emperor,  who  had  a 
palace  here,  and  on  the  summit  were  temples  and  pagodas. 
The  island  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  priests,  who  hare  a  large 
monastery  on  it. 

Owing  to  the  ascent  of  the  ground  to  the  south  of  the 
river,  the  canal  was  cut  to  the  depth  of  eighty  feet.  The 
chief  produSion  of  the  land  was  that  sort  of  the  ooffon 
shrub  from  whence  is  made  the  nankeens.  The  dovro 
which  covers  the  seed  is  the  cotton -wooly  which  inibe 
common  plant  is  white ;  but  here  it  is  yellow.  The  colour 
and  superiority  of  this  cotton  are  attributed  to  the  soil;  and 
it  is  said  that  the  seeds  degenerate  when  removed  to  other 
places. 

In  many  parts  of  this  province  strong  bndges  are  bulk 
over  the  canal.  The  materials  of  some  wer&  a  reddish 
granite,  and  others  of  marble.  The  arches  of  some  were 
semi-cifcular,  and  others  elliptical,  thef  vertex  of  ifae  dlipsis 
being  at  the  u^p  of  the  arch.  Others  again  were,  like  a  horse- 
shoe, widened  at  the  top.  The  stones  were  wedges  todmcd 
to  the  curve  of  the  arch,  the  key-stone  of  which  was  trian- 
gular. 

The  masts  of  the  vessels  were  taken  down  to  pass  6e 
bridges,  and  others  formed  by  two  poles  from  the  sides,  and 
meeting  at  the  top  were  set  up  in  their  room.  These  were 
sometimes  lowered  to  pass  under  the  arches,  but  some  ot 
the  bridges  were  so  lofty  as  to  admit  the  yachts  passing  in 
full  sail.  Along  the  sides  of  the  canal  was  a  series  of  towns 
and  villages.  No  wheel  carriages  can  pass  on  these 
bridges,  owing  to  the  height  ot  the  arches  and  the  steps 
upon  them.     Under  pne  bridge  there  is  a  coaununicatiQa 
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from  the  great  canal  to  a  lesser,  without  being  at  ail  incon- 
venient to  passengers.  Son-choo-foo,  through  which  the 
embassy  now  passed,  resembled  Venice,  in  being  inierse6led 
by  branches  from  the  canal,  over  each  of  which  was  a  stone 
bridge.  InnumeraUe  vessels  were  lying  before  the  city 
walls,  and  in  one  place  there  were  sixteen  on  the  stocks, 
two  hundred  tons  each.  Several  arches  are  turned  in  the 
walls  for  the  passage  of  the  canal.  This  city  appears  to 
be  large  and  populous.  The  houses  were  well  built  and 
handsome.  The  inhabitants,  the  greatest  pan  of  whom 
were  dressed  in  silk,  seemed  gay  and  wealthy. 

The  women  were  deemed  by  the  present  visitors  to  be 
more  beautiful  and  better  dressed  than  any  hitherto  seen. 
Some  of  them  wear  a  small  cap  of*  black  sattiu,  set  with 
jewels,  on  the  forehead,  terminating  in  a  peak  between  the 
eye-brows  i  they  also  wear  ear-rings  of  crystal  or  gold. 

Near  Son-choo-foo  is  the  lake  of  Tai-hoo,  surrounded 
by  hills.  This  lake  not  only  supplies  the  people  of  that 
place  with  fish,  but  with  amusement.  The  pleasure  boats 
were  often  rowed  by  females.  Each  boat  had  a  covered 
cabin,  and  it  was  conjedured  that  the  rowers  had  more 
profcissions  than  one*  The  lake  separates  the  provinces  of 
Kiang-  nan  and  Che-  kiang. 

The  country  exhibited  a  forest  of  mulberry  plantations, 
among  which  were  seen  some  tallow  trees,  the  fruit  of 
which  produces  a  vegetable  fat  from  which  candles  are 
made.  This  fruit  resembles  ivy-berries.  When  ri()e,  the 
capsule  ^pens  into  two  or  three  divisions,  discovering  the 
kernels,  each  having  a  footstalk,  and  covered  witli  a  white 
substance,  which  is  separated  from  the  kernels,  by  crushing, 
and  boiling  them  in  water.  1  he  candles  made  with  it 
;are  free  from  ah  offensive  smell,  and  Ermer  than  those  of 
lajUow.    The  leavjcs  of  tiiis  tree  at  this  season  are  in  colour 
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between  a  purple  and  a  scarlet.  Tfie  Chinese  make  wax 
candies  frono  the  produce  of  the  inseds  that  feed  on  ihc 
privet  already  oieiuioned ;  but  these  are  dear.  They  niake 
cheap  candles  of  callow  and  grease,  but  coated  with  wax 
or  the  v^;ecable  tallow.  These  are  sometimes  painted 
rej.  Various  articles  are  used  for  wicks*  Those  for 
hmps  arQ  ih^  amianthus,  which  is  inconsumable  by  £rc» 
the  artemisia,  and  the  carduus  maca^us^  with  which  tinder 
also  is  made;  for  candles  they  mfke  use  of  an  inflammable 
wood,  having  at  the  bottom  an  iron  pin^  by  which  it  is 
fixed  on  a  flat  candlestick.  Few  odier  trees  were  seen 
near  tins  part  of  the  canal,  which  was  here  so  wide  chat  a 
8|one  bridge  across  it  had  ninety  arches. 

For  about  ninety  miles  the  canal  continued  to  be  of  a 
width  between  60  and  joo  yards,  and  iu  banks  gcnerallf 
with  facings  of  stone,  through  a  country  rich  and  beao^ 
tiful. 

The  embassy  was  met  near  Han*choo-foo  by  the  new 
Viceroy  of  Canton,  Chaung-ta^zbin,  in  his  barge.  His 
manners  appeared  very  agreeable,  and  he  conflnned  the 
accounts  already  given  of  the  Emperor's  good  disppsicioo 
towards  the  English,  and  expressed  his  own  flemimcnts  to 
be  as  favourable. 

The  reader  must  have  remarked  that  the  Chinese  names 
are,  exclusive  of  titles,  all  of  one  syllable,  which  is  the  cas^ 
with  every  word  in  the  language ;  the  additions  of  qualiciei, 
therefore,  are  expedient,  as  a  name  gives  no  distinAioo  of 
rank.  There  are  only  one  hundred  family  names  ia 
China  ;  and  the  expression  of  the  hundred  is  often  adopted 
as  one  term  for  the  whole  nation.  Often,  however,  in- 
dividnals  assume  partFcuIar  names  in  conse<}ueoce  of  sooie 
event.  All  the  branches  of  a  family  take  the  same  name. 
A  man  rarely  marries  a  woman  of  bis  own  nanac  ;  bui 


Digitized 


by  Google  - 


.EMBASSY  TO  CHtKA.  40) 

the  soits  and  daughters  of  sjsters  whose  husbands*  names 
are  different  often  marry,  but  those  of  two  brothers  cannot. 
Pedigree,  l)owever,  is  a  considerable  objeft,  arid  he  who 
enumerates  a  chain  of  virtuous  and  distinguished  ancestors^ 
is  treated  with  respcA;  Those  who  claim  a  descent  from 
Confucius  are  greatly  regarded,  and  have  been  often  fa-  • 
voured  with  grants  from  the  Emperors ;  who  have,  more-  ^ 
over,  frequently  conferred  titles  on  the  deceased  ancestors  of 
living  personages.  But  this  is  always  the  reward  of  good 
adlions. 

For  the  purpose  of  encouraging  virtue,  a  public  refgister 
IS  kept,  caUed  the  Book  of  Merits  in  which  not  only  the 
titles  of  men  are  noted,  bnt  all  actions  that  deserve  praise. 
And  as  a  man  of  rank  is  liable  to  de^adation,  the  fault  that 
occasions  his  disgrace  is  always  sutijoincd  to  his  name.  Br 
these  regulations  the  Mandarines  are  kept  under  a  perpe- 
iual  restraint,  and  though  sometimes,  no  doubt,  authority  is 
abused,  yet  the  order  in  which  this  mighty  empire  is  kept 
excites  admiration.  The  Viceroy  Chaung'ta-zhin  was 
called  by  the  people  of  Che«kian]g,  over  whom  he  had  pre<l 
sidbd  with  justice  and  benevolence,  **  the  second  Confii- 
cius.*'  Accompam*ed  by  him,  the  embassy  entered  Had- 
«Iioo-foo,  November  9th,  1793. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


^OUTE   FROM   HAN-CHOO-FOO  TO  CHUSAK   AND   CANTOR. 

HAN-CHOO-FOO  lies  between  the  bason,  which  ter- 
minates the  Grand  Canal  and  tlie  river  Chen-tang-chaung- 
This  river  in  high  spring  tides  increases  to  aliout  four  miles 
in  breadth,  but  at  lov/  waccr,  the  strand  is  near  two  miles 
broad.  This  place  carries  on  a  great  commerce  with  the 
southern  provinces.  In  shipping  or  unshipping  goods  ihey 
use  four-wheeled  waggons,  ranged  in  a  line,  which  is  length-, 
encd  or  otherwise  according  to  the  distance  of  the  vessels 
from  the  shore.  Tjiis  place  is  the  grand  emporium  for  all 
merchandize  passing  between  the  northern  and  southern 
provinces,  hence  its  population  is  immense.  Its  appearance, 
however,  Is  not  prepossessing.  The  streets  arc  narrow, 
and  none  of  the  houses  exceed  two  stories.  The  principal 
streets  consist  of  handsome  shops  *,  and  a  capital  trade  is 
carried  on  in  silks,  furs,  and  English  broad  cloths.  The 
place  is  immensely  populous.  No  vjromen  were  seen  in 
the  shops.  Most  of  the. men  appeared  to  be  in  good  cir- 
cumstances. 

Dress  seldom^  changes  ip  China,  and  even  among  the 
ladies  the  only  variety  observed  is  in  the  ornaments  of  the 
head.  They  usually  wear  a  waistcoat,  and  silk  drawers 
over  a  silk  netting,  and  these  in  winter  are  lined  with  furs. 
A  long  sattin  robe  cover  the  whole,  gathered  in  at  the  waist 
with  a  sash.  The  several  parts  of  their  apparel  are  com- 
monly'of  a  different  colour.    Though  corpulence  in  a 
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m^n  is  deemed  a  beatuy,  in  the  other  snc  it  is  thought  a 
blemish.  The  ladies  permit  their  nails  to  grow»  but  reduce 
their  eyebrows  to  an  a^ch. 

Here  intelligence  was  recei^  that  the  Lion  had  sailed 
from  Chu-san  Odober  i6th,  before  his  Excellency's  letter 
reached  that  placed  As«  howevef^  she  was  to  touch  at 
Canton^  prior  to  her  pursuing  the  route  diredied  by  the 
Embassador,  a  letter  to  prevent  tier  further  progress  vf^ 
instantly  sent  to  that  place.  The  Hindustan  remained  at 
Chu-san  waiting  for  the  Captain.  It  was  now  concluded 
that  several  of  the  gentlemen  should  lake  their  passage  in 
her,  and  that  the  presents  from  the  Emperor  to  his  Majesty 
should  also  be  sent  to  Europe  by  the  same  conveyance* 
The  embassy,  therefore,  was  now  to  divide :  his  Excellency 
and  the  greatest  part  of  his  suite  were  to  proceed  to  Can- 
ton^ accompanied  by  the  new  Viceroy,  while  Sun-ta  zhia 
engaged  to  conduit  the  rest  to  Chu-san. 

In  tlie  interval  Van-ta-zhin  invited  some  of  the  gentle* 
men  to  an  excursion  on  the  lake  See-hoo.  They  dined  oq 
fish  calJght  in  the  lake,  which  in  most  parts  was  shallow 
and  clear,  with  a  gravelly  bottom.  There  were  numerous 
pleasure  boats  besides,  but  no  women  were  seen  in  them. 
The  lake  was*  about  three  or  four  miles  over,  having  on 
the  north,  east,  and  south,  a  range  of  Inouniains,  at  the  foot 
of  which  the  ground^  was  laid  out  in  a  style  of  elegance. 
The  Emperor  had  a  palace  here,  besides  which  there  was 
a  number  of  houses  belonging  to  Mandarines,  temples,  and 
monasteries.  Over  the  arms  of  the  lake  were  several  stofie^ 
bridges.  On  the  tops  of  the  bills  were  pagodas,  one  of 
^hich  excited  particular  notice.  It  stood  on  the  exti^mity 
of  a  peninsula  projeAing  into  the  lake,  and  was  called  the 
•Temple  of  the  Thundering  Winds,  Four  stories  remained, 
but  tlte  top  was  in  ruins.     The  mouldering  cornices  stiU 
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bore  the  appearance  of  a  regular  ordcjr*  The  aCrcfaesanJ 
moiifcliiigs  were  of  red,  aod  the  waQs  of  yellow  sfioae. 
The  height  at  present  is  not  above  one  huiiclred  aod  tvrtalf 
fee&  It  is  said  to  have  been  biiiit  more  tfaan  sobo  ftais 
ago 

Oo  Ae  uSk  and  m  the  vallies  were  imramerable  loaibs, 
like  smaH  bouses,  usually  painted  blue,  wkh  wilkepfilania 
ftp  front.  Those  belonging'  to  persons  of  rank  atood  apait 
from  die  test,  on  semicirtular  terraces,  with  doors  ofbbdt 
marble,  on  which  were  inscribed  the  names,  qnaliiies,  a&i 
Tirtues  of  the  deceased,  and  frequently  obelisks  weie  baib 
on  the  terraces.  These  tombs  are  surroondcd  by  trees, 
paiticulariy  the  rooumM  cypress,  and  a  species  ofY^ccfiog 
thuya,  or  lignum  vlt^e^  not  known  in  Europe.  This  seeins 
to  be  the  great  cemetery  of  Han-choo-foo,  but  often  cofim 
were  seen  in  fields,  gardens,  oo  the  sides  of  roads,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  ca&al. 

This  burying  ground  is  generally  visited  in  ibe  si^  by 
persons  to  pay  their  respects  to  their  deceased  rdabvea^ 
whose  tombs  they  ornament  widi  floweiv,  and  slips  of 
filk  or  ^ihted  paper,  and  before  which  they  bum  imtosc. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  baggage,  part  of  ckft  wbkh 
was  to  go  to  Canton  was  put  by  mistake  on  board  the 
barges  bound  for  Chu-san,  then  lying  at  socne  distance. 
A  party  was  accordingly  sent  thither,  who  were  convetcd 
to  the  river  in  waggons,  each  drawn  by  three  boffUbes 
abreast,  having  a  cord  passed  through  the  cartilage  of  the 
hose.  The  mistake  being  re£Hfied,  the  pa^y  proposed  to 
return  through  the  city  as  the  shortest  way,  bur  th<&  Man- 
darine  who  attended  them,  thinking  it  improper  for  flra*- 
geis  to  traverse  the  city,  seiit  to  have  the  gates  shoe  Thk 
order,  when  ddivered  to  the  offioeis,  created  some  coirfa* 
AM,  aod  a  part  of  the  garrison  was  instantly  ooder  armi. 
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Van-jta-f^  Iftoghed  heaiiUy  .at  the  idea  of  th|;ee  Jpli^lidi^ 
^t^eifk  jfx/ciiii^  alaim  in  .o6e  of  die  wrongest  cities  in  Chixvu 

Tbp  pai:ty  bound  for  .Chu-san  took  leave  of  the  othe;^ 
November  13th,  1793.  They  were  condu/fted  by  that  rcr 
^eiStabk  Mani^rinei  S.pn^ta  ^iPs  who  paid  an  unremitted 
attention  to  those  under  Jiis  jcare#  In  th^  .fip^  dsLj  ^bey 
pas^spd  through  a  rich  and  cultivated  champaign  CQuntry, 
yifhich  Captain  Mackintosh  compaj;e?  .to  the  «  gard^ 
grounds  near  London.  In  one  place  was  f^een  a  soU^ 
Ml  of  xpcjc,.at  jeast  300  feet  high,  frona  when^  were  cut 
(tones  or  blocks.  This  rock  was  near  a  large  city*  The 
bri^ge9,.in  that  part,  instead  of  being  turned  oji  arches,  had 
peip6ndictilar  .polumns,  which  wi^re  conne(5ied  by  atones 
from  the  rock,  some  of  which  were  30  fe^  long.  Th© 
saoie  qpan^/urifished  also  materials  for  otb^r  buildings/' 
Captain  Mackintosh  toqk  notice  ^*  that  the  grape  vine 
^asjplanted  in  great  abundance  on, the  sides  of  the  canals; 
and  as  they  spread,  posts  were  set  in  |he  water,  so  that^^ 
fpace.of  about  five  or  six  feet  was  converted  into  a  perfedt 
arh9nr."  All  .n^gle(^c4  lands  are  forfeited  .co  the  Eitipe'p 
rqr,  who  ms^kes  a  grant  of  th^m. to  farmers  on  condition  9f 
their,  cultivating  them. 

In  this  route  the  waters  of  a  h^gl^er  canal  somet^m^ 
passed  instantly  into  one  of  a  Iqwer  k]^el,  so  that  the.barg^i 
descended  the  jstream  w  i^  great  vdpcity.  This  is  managed 
by  a  ^am  made  at  the  end  of  the  .upper  canal  by  means  .of 
i.waU,  the.tpp  of  wliicli  is  even  with  the  w^ter.  A  beaip 
of  wood  is.  placed  on  this  wall,  ^oundefl  off  towards  the 
lyaj^r,  and  beyond  it  a  sloping  plane  of  scone- work,  inGlia7 
ing  about  45  degrees,  and  descending  near  ten.fe^t  perpen? 
d^cnlar,  e:!(tends  to  theiower  canaK  In  passing  from  on^e 
to  another,  the  vessel  lifted  over  the  beaai  descends  by  its 
i>»^pgrav|t^;  and  tojke^p  0^  the  water  firom  the  de^ksa 
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raSIni;  is  fixed  on  the  head,  with  a  matting  before  it.  Gneal 
manual  labour  is  required  to  draw  a  vessel  from  the  lower 
to  the  higher  canal,  but  human  force  is  readier  and  dieaper 
in  China  than  ^ny  other. 

In  three  days  the^  came  to  the  city  of  Loo-chung,  where 
they  embarked  on  board  salt-water  junks,  and  the  scenery, 
as  they  sailed  from  hence  to  Nim-po  near  Chu-san,  on  a 
river  as  wide  as  that  of  the  Thames  near  Woolwich,  was 
beautifully  variegated.  .    ' 

At  the  latter  place  Sun*ta*zhin  introduced  the  strangera 
to  the  head  Mandarines  of  the  distridl ;  and  direded  also 
that  the  ship  should  be  free  from  the  customary  duties,  and 
that  her  officers  might  purchase,  duty  free,  whatever  cargo 
tliey  chose,  which  exemptions  he  also  declared  to  extend 
to  the  ports  of  Chu-san  and  Canton.  Here  he  left  the 
party,  after  making  them  presents  on  behalf  of  the  Emperor. 
The  next  day  they  joined  their  ship,  having  been  "near  a 
week  in  going  the  distance  of  about  150  miles. 

His  Excellc-ncy  and  the  Viceroy  left  Han-choo-foo  soon 
after  the  other  party.  Thejr  route  lay  on  the  river  Chcn- 
tang-chaung.  In  passing  through  the  city  umbrdlas  of 
ceremony  were  carried  in  state,  and  on  the  strand  two  large 
bodies,  of  Tartar  cavalry,  splendidly  dressed,  and  of  a  mar- 
tial appearance,  y^ere  drawn  up. 

Generally  the  pavalry  have  bows  of  elastic  wood, 
strengthened  by  horns,  and  the  string  of  silk  threads  firmlj 
moulded.  The  bows  in  strength  are  from  60  to  100 
pounds.  The  arrows  are  neat  an^  feathered,  and  armed 
with  a  shapk  and  steel  spear.  In  the  use  qf  this  weapon 
they  are  very  dexterops.  The  armour  consisted  of  an  iioa 
lielmet,  like  a  funnel  reversed,  and  the  crest  resembliDg  the 
pipe  of  a  funnel,  stood  six  or  seven  inches  above  the  bead, 
ppding  in  a  spear,  having  roundit  a  red  tassel.  A  pieceof  stuft^ 
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cloth,  studded  vrith  iron,  defends  the  neck.  A  dress  of  similar 
materials  covers  the  body.  ^The  helmets  of  the  officers 
were  ornamented  with  gold,  with  a  higher  crest  than  chose 
of  the  men.  Their  dress  was  of  purple  or  blue  silky  studded 
with  gold.  Their  boots  were  of  black  sattin.  Other  sol- 
jdiers  were  armed  only  with  swords,  and  clothed  in  what  is 
called  the  tiger  dress,  of  yellow  *cloth  with  brown  stripes;^ 
the  cap  represents*  the  head  of  the  tiger,  and  they  bear  a 
shield  of  bamboo  or  rattan,  painted  with  frightful  dragons 
or  tigers  heads.  Trophies  of  wood  were  ereded  on  the 
parade,  ornamented  with  festoons  of  silk  or  cotton.  'Under 
these  stood  the  military  Mandarines*  The  music  was  in 
tents,  and  the  trumpets  were  very  lai^e.  ,  The  customary 
compliment  was  three  separate  blasts. 

Tl}^  soldiers  saluted  the  Embassador  as  he  passed  to'his 
covered  barge,  which  was  sharp  at  both  ends,  flat-bottom- 
ed, about  70  feet  long  and  la  broad,  with  cotton  sails,  and 
drawing  but  litde  water. 

Though  the  number  of  vessels  on  this  river  was  im- 
mense, yef  they  were  all  managed  without  confusion.  The 
skill  of  the  watermen  was  very  observable,  and  it  was 
common  to  se^  a  large  boat  managed  by  one  man,  who 
rowed,  sailed^  steered,  and  smoked  his  pipe  at  the  same 
time.  He  held  the  rope  bebngi'ng  to  the  sail  with  one 
han3,  steered  with  the  other»  and  pulled  the  oar  with  his 
foot. 

The  embassy  passed  a  military  post,  over  whkrh  were 
about  twelve  iron  guns,  from  two  to  four  pounders ;  but 
seemed  unfit  for  service. 

The  river  soon  narrowed,  and  passed  between  ranges 
of  high  hills,  the  sides  of  which  were  indented  by  glens, 
having  in  the  intervening  spaces  ridges  of  naked  rock.  A 
fbsia  of  granite  mountains  commences  at  Hin-choo*6io^ 
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tiddng  llieir  course  to  ibf  so^diward.  The  ndUes  arc 
beaiidful  and  ,wdl  quldvatod.  Ttu^  <ceiie  was  foUowei 
by  4hac  of  a  lai^  and  rich  plain  on  ooe  side  of  die  livqr^ 
and  moQQtaiin  rising  abn:^y  froqi  the  water  on  the  other* 
The  chesnut  and  the  tallow  tree*  .die  Uich  9Sii  the  cam^diort 
grew  in  abundance.  The  latter  is  the  only  Sfieci^  of  die 
laaid  known  in  China,  wheiuit  is.used  for  hixildiog  aaji 
forahips'  cQasts*  The  branches  aod  kaves^of  the  tree  are 
boiled  -in  water,  on  ibe  ^surface  of  which  die  camybor 
swims  in  the  £cirqi'of  oil.  This  mass  .is  th^  ^n^s^ed.  widi 
day  and  iron,  and  pat  into  an  eaithea vessel,  J^vfi^  ^  .sisu- 
br  one  lo&ed  over  it;  tbfeloiKcr  being  placed  over  a  slow 
fif^  aod  the  camphor  gxadually  passing  thtog^  ilip  sida 
of  die  upper  vessel,  focois  into  a  calbe«  It.i$  oot  so  goo4 
however,  as  that  which  is  found  in  a.soUdsoie  Mmoog  die 
^es  of  the  trunk.  In  Booieo  and  Japan  the  tKe  k  cufi 
down  emirely  for  the  drug,  which  is  found  in  the  spluitevs 
of  the  trunk,  and  this  is  so  strong  chat  it  is  offen  mixed 
with  other  oils,  and  thus  adnltiersted,  sold  in  Chwa  at  a 
lowdr  price  than  die  original  camphor. cost. 

Tlie  arbor  vit^  gcpws  in  great  .abundance,  aod.  to  a  vast 
height,  in  the  valley  where  stands  the  city  of  Ycn-ehoo* 
foo.  JBeyond  that  place  die  river  shoaled  so,  that  the 
barges  were  obliged  to  be  drawn  by  bodily  sirengdi.  Here 
the  boats  were  oYertaken  by  two  youi^men  who. wished 
to  see  the  Embassador.  They  were  delegates  from  die 
King  of  die  teoo-quoo  Islands,  and  were  dodied  ifi  a 
line  shawl  of  a  brown  colour,  lii^  widi  s(}i^T£^  fujs. 
They  wore  turbans,  one  of  yellow  aad  tbe.oflier  i^f  purple 
silk.  They  .v?ere  on  their  way  to  JPekjp,  whither  their 
King  sends  delegfites  eveiytwo  years.  They  u(i&xstood 
Chinese,  and  said  that  no  European'  bad.ev^r  visited  diqr 
i^laods  I  but ihat  should  aay  come^  diey  would,  be  w^  i«-^ 
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ceiveil,  and  diat  they  haid  a.  convenient  harbour  for  the 
largest  vessels.  They  added,  that  their  tea  was  coatr^^t 
than  that  of  China»  and  that  they  had  many  copper  atnl  irofi 
mhies,  but  none  of  the  precious  metals.  The  Chinese  hav^ 
reduced  these  islands  to  a  tributary  state;  and  on  the  death 
of  a  Prince  his  successor  receives  his  coafirmation  from  the  ' 
Emperor*  » 

As  the  embassy  proceeded  the  river  widened,  and  ibt 
vallies  were  cultivated,  principally  with  the  sugar  cane,  theti 
nearly  ripe,  and  about  eigbt  feet  high.     They  were  about 
a  year's  growth,  and  more  juicy,  probably,  than  those  of 
the  West  Indies.    The  joints  of  the  Chinese  canes  were 
about  six  inches  long,  while  those  of  die  other  seldom  ex- 
ceed four.     These  plantations  were  but  small,  and  a  sugsfcr 
inill  was  too  expensive  to  admit  of  one  on  a  single  estate. 
In  consequence  of  this  the  sugar-boilers  travel  the  country 
wkh  a  small  but  suitable  apparams.     A  temporary  building 
18  ereded  of  sbme  bamboos  and  qiats,  at  one  end  of  which 
an  iron  cauldron  is  placed,  having  a  fire-place  and  flue, 
axid  near  the  middle  a  pair  of  wood  or  stone  rollers  are  fitted 
vertically  in  a  frame.    On  the  top  of  the  axis*  of  one  of 
these,  two  curved  shafts  are  fixed,  to  the  end  of  which  are 
yoked  ^wo  bufiaioes,  who,  by  moving  round,  press  the 
canes  between  the  rollers,  and  the  juice  is  thus  conveyed 
intb  the  caufdron.    The  canes  are  afterwards  used  as  fuel 
to  boil  the  juice.     The  sugar-boiler  sometimes  contrails 
with  several  planters  at  a  time,  so  that  the  same  spot  serves 
for  all.    The  planter's  servants  and  children  carry  the  canes 
to  the  mill.     The  canes  are  planted  in  rows,  and  the  roots 
\irell  covered  with  earth.    About  the  time  when  the  canes 
become  ripe,,  many  idle  persons  hide  themselves  and  live 
entirely  in  the  plantations.     A  large  grub,  found  at  the 
roots  of  the  canes,  is  one  of  the  Chinese  luxuries.    The 
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'  orange  trees  were  numerous,  arid  their  fruit  various  Both  ia 
size  and  colour  :  the  sweetest  was  of  a  d  ep  red.  The 
Chinese  want  goosebefries,  currantS;  raspberries,  and  olives ; 
but  they  have  fruits  unknown  in  Europe,  as  the  see-chce  and 
tlie  leC'chee;  the  first  is  flat,  soft^  and  red,  with  a  smooth 
skipy  and  an  acid  pulp,  with  a  kei'nel  in  the  middle;  die 
lee-chee  is  about  the  size  of  a  large  cherry,  and  the  skin  is 
full  of  soft  prickles.  .The  pulp  Is  tart,  and  has  a  laigc  ker- 
nel ;  when  preserveil  it  is  of  a  sweetish  taste.  The  kernels 
of  the  pine-cones  are  much  relished  by  die  Chinese.  Steep 
rocky  mountains  are  t:overed  with  various  kinds  of  pine% 
but  generally  widi  the  larch. 

.  The  tea  plant  was  seen  growing  carelessly  on  the  sides 
and  tops  of  banks ;  but  wliere  it  is  regularly  cultivated,  the 
seed  is  ^own  in  rows  about  four  feet  apart»  and  the  land 
carefully  weected.  It  is  principally  planted  on  hilly  grounds. 
The  leaves  are  gathered  in  the  spring,  and  twice  in  the 
summe.".  Its  branches  rise  almost  from  the  root  without 
any  naked  trunk.  It  is  very  bushy,  and  the  petals  of  the 
flower  are  somewhat  like  the  rose.  The  qualities  of  the 
plant  depend  much  on  the  soil,  and  the  age  at  which  the 
leaves  are  collected,  as  also  on  the  management  of  theia 
afterwards.  The  large  old  leaves  are  sold  cheap  without 
any  preparation.  The  young  leaves  are  carefully  prepared 
before  they  are  offered  for  sale.  Every  leaf  is  rolled  be- 
tween their  fingers,  and  then  placed  on  thin  plates  of  ear- 
then-ware, or  irpn,  but  it  is  said  that  none  of  copper  are 
used|  and  indeed  utensils  of  that  metal  are  rarely  seen  in 
China.  The  plates  are  placed  on  a  charcoal  fire,  by  which 
means  the  leaves  become  dry  and  crisp.  The  colour  and 
astringency  of  the  green  tea  are  supposed  to  be  owing' to 
the  leavjes  being  gathered  sit  a  very  early  period.    In  pack« 
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mg  the  tea  into  the  chests,  the  labourers  press  it  with  their 
naked  feet. 

Tea  is  in  universal  request  in  China,  and  that  of  a  good 
quality  is  dearer  in  Fekin  than  in  London.  Sbraetimes  it 
18  formed  into  balls.  A  strong  black  is  also  made  from  it. 
The  poor  infuse  the  same  leaves  over  again  several  times. 
Tea  is  cultivated  in  several' provinces,  but  seldom  beyond 
the  latitude  of  thirty  degrees.  The  Embassador  sent  spe* 
cimens  of  this  plant  as  well  as  others  to  Bengal,  some  parts 
of  which,  it  is  said,  are  adapted  to  their  cultivation.  So 
great  is  the  quantity  of  tea  consumed  in  China,  that  a  8ud« 
den  failure  of  demand  by  foreigners  would  hardly  lower 
the  prices,  though  it  miglu  affe£l  some  particular  cultivatprs 
who  regularly  supply  the  Canton  market. 

A  plant  much  like  the  tea  grew  at  this  time  on  the  moun^ 
tains,  and  the  Chinese  call  it,  on  accountof  this  resemblance, 
cha-whau,  or  flower  of  tea.'  Its  flowers,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  Arabian  jessamine,  are  sometimes  mixed  with  the  tea, 
to  render  it  more,  fragrant.  This  plant  has  a  nut,  which 
produces  an  oil  equal  to  that  of  Florence.  It  is,  tlierefore, 
greatly  cultivated  on  spots  fit  for  nothing  else. 

In  the  sides  of  the  hills  several  pits  were  seen,  from  whence 
is  cxtradled  the  pe-tun^tse,  used  in  making  porcelain.  It 
is  a  species  of  fine  granite,  and  appears  to  be  the  same  as 
the  Cornish  growan-stone.  This  material  can  be  pulve* 
rized  better  in  the  English  mills,  and  cheaper,  than  in  Chi« 
na.  The  kao-lin,  or  chief  matter  blended  with  the  pe- 
tun-tse,  is  likewisie  the  growan-clay  of  Cornwall.  The 
wha-se  is  the  soap-rock  ;  andtheshe-kanissaid  to  be  gyp- 
sum f  One  Chinese  potter  asserted  that  the  asbestos,  or  in- 
combustible stone,  was  also  made  use  of  in  the  manufadure 
cf  porcelain.  '  .  ^-; 

A  larg?  village  called  Kin-tc-chin,  not  far  from  the  tra* 
39 
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vellers*  route,  was  said  to  contain  three  thonsancl  luinaoei^ 
for  baking  porcelain.  In  this  pUce,  the  Genius  of  Fire  i^ 
worshipped.  This  manufaAure  is  precarious,  from  the 
want  of  knowing  how  to  regulate  the  heat  in  t}>e  fnmaocs, 
80  that  sometiites  tlie  entire  contents  are  baked  into  one 
solid  mass.' 

After  sailing  a  te^  days,  the  weather  became  wet  and 
gloomy.  The  air  was  also  uncommonly  cold,  thotfgji  tb(^ 
ktitude  was  less  tlian  30  degrees.  The  country  was,  in- 
deed, very  mountainous^  and  it  was,  besides,  the  seasoa  oC 
die  change  of  the  monsoons.  Early  in  the  day  die  ther- 
mometer fell  as  low  a»  forty* eight. 

The  river  ceased  to  be  navigable  at  the  town  of  Chan« 
«an-shen,  aqd  the  embassy  wss  to  embark  00  anodier,  9^ 
going  a  little  way  by  land.  Tlie  great  road  from  Pekin  to 
Canton  was  through  Nan-kin,  but  a$  the  party  had  been 
obliged  to  go  to  Han-choo-foo,  ihcy  probaUy  went  over 
tradk  never  before  passed  by  Europeans. 

The  Viceroy  and  Embassador  kept  up  the  most  friendly 
and  familiar  intercourse.  Though  the  former  was  Go- 
vernor of  two  provinces,  aod  a  near  relation  of  the  Empieror^ 
he  af&iSkcd  no  superiority,  but  treated  his  inferiors  with  die 
greatest  meekness.  He  corresponded  regiilady  with  the 
Emperor;  from  whom  he  delivered  many  gracious  messages 
to  his  Excellency,  and  from  his  conversatxHis  there  was 
every  reason  to  ejfpedi  that  the  grievances  sufl[ercd  by  die 
English  at  Canton  would  be  redressed. 

When  the-party  was  ready  to  set  out,  a  difficulty  occuned, 
from  the  want  of  horses,  and  the  deficiency  was  suppUed 
by  cliairs  placed  on  bamboo  poles,  and  carried  on  meo'^ 
^oulders.  All  the  attendants  of  the  .embassy  we^c  thiw 
accommodated,  but  many  chose  rather  to  go  oa  foot  than 
^0  bo  bor^c  by  poor  meagi«  beings,  who  iookcijjl  wcafcer 
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than  those  they  carried.  The  first  part  of  the  road  was 
over  rising,  grounds,  and  afterwards  in  narrow  vallies  and 
through  rice  grounds,'  over  a  gravelled  causeway^  having 
ai  stone  wall  on  each  side.  In  this  part  of  the  jtiurney  were 
'  seen  several  hills,  of  a  cohical  shape,  detached  from  each 
other,  and  of  so  regular  a  figure  as  to  have  the  appearanca 
of  being  formed  by  art.  They  were  of  blue  limestone ; 
and  beyond  them  were  quarries,  from  whence  were  dug 
white  stones  of  great  beauty,  which  are  u^ed  instead  of  pe« 
tan-tse  in  making  porcelain.  Not  a  mije  was  passed 
without  a  village,  nor  H  spot,  except  bare  rocks,  unculti** 
Vated.  The  villages  had  no  walls,  but  had  handtome  gate-* 
ways  at  their  extremities*  The  earth  was  taken  from 
rocky  places,  and  conveyed  to  otiiers  for  the  use  of  pUntSi. 
When  the  fiice  of  a  hill  is  not  nearly  perpendicular,  tcr* 
l-aces  are  formed,  one  above  another,  each  supported  bjr 
mounds  of  stone.  By  this  means  the  whole  face  of  A 
moufitain  is  sometimes  cultivated  to  the  very  top.  Various 
kinds  of  vegetables  are  produced  on  these  stages.  On  the 
Summit  a  reservoir  is  sunk  to  receive  the  rain  water^  which 
is  conveyed  by  channels  to  the  different  terraces.  In  more 
tude  spots  are  raised  tbecamilliasesanqua,  and  various  sorti . 
of  firs. 

.  Thecolleiling  of  manure  gives  employment  to  aged  peo- 
ple of  both  sexes,  and  to  children,  who  are  constantly  en- 
gaged about  the  streets  and  roads,  with  baskets  tied  before 
them,  and  holding  small  wooden  rakes,  to  take  up  dung  and 
offals ;  but  human  ordure  is  preferred  to  ail  others.  Thi6 
manure  is  sparingly  mixed  with  stiff  loamy  earth,  formed 
into  cakes,  and  di  ied  in  the  sun.  •  It  is  then  sold  to  farmers^ 
who  form  large  cisterns  to  contain  the  cakes;  all  sorts  of 
dttng,  the  leaves,  roots,  or  stems  of  plants,  mud,  offals  of 
aiumalsy  and  even  the  shaviiigs  collected  by  barters*    This 
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jnass  is  mixed  up  with  urine,  or  with  common  'water,  to 
.  dilute  the,  whole;  and  thus  it  is  applied  to  die  plou^ied 
land:  Earthen  vessels  are  frequently  sunk  in  the  grouod 
for  the  acconunodationof  the  passenger,  and  retiring  houses 
are  built  on  the  sides  of  roads  and  near  villages. 

The  manure  thus  coIle£ted  must  yet  be  inadequate  to  the 
imm^ise  tra£b  of  ground  cultivated  in  this  country.  It  is 
applied,  therefore,  first  to  procure  a  quick  growth  of  culi- 
nary pbnts,  and  to  force  the  produdlion  of  flowers  and 
fruits*  The  vegetable  most  numerous  is  a  species  of  bras- 
sica,  called  here  the  Pe-tsai,  or  white  herb,  somewhat  re- 
sembling in  taste  the  .coss-lettuce,  and  is  in  universal  esteem. 
It  is  cultivated  in  great  abundaxKe  near  cities,  and  crowds 
of  barrows  and  carts,  loaded  with  it,  enter  every  morning 
the  gates  of  Pekiii  and  Han-choo-foo.  It  is  salted  for 
winter,  in  the  northern  provinces,  and  exchanged  with 
those  of  the  south  for  rice.  A  common  meal  among  the 
lower  classes  is  a  mixture  of  this  herb  with  rice,  and 
onions  or  garlick,  and  followed  by  an  infusion  of  coarse 
tea.  All  seeds  intended  to  be  sown  are  previously  steeped 
in  liquid  manure  till  they  swell  and  germinate.  This  me- 
thod perhaps  preserves  the  Chinese  turnips  from  the  fly,  so 
destru£tive  elsewhere.  Liquid  manure  is  also  applied  tq 
the  roots  of  plants  and  fruit  trees,  to  promote  their  growdi 
and  vigour.  For  the  produ(^ion  of  grain  little  manure  is 
used,  nor  does  the  land  ever  remain  fallow.  \ 

The  Chinese  are  indefatigable  in  suiting  the  soil  to  die 
vegetables  that  are  to  bt  planted  therein.  They  are  perpe* 
tually  changing  earth  from  one  spot  to  anotlier;  mixing 
sand  with  that  which  is  too.  close,  and  clay  or  loam  with 
that  which  is  too  loose ;  they  ^re  then  careful  to  promote  a 
proper  circulation  of  fluids.  Rivers  and  canals  abound; 
the  only  t})ing  lemaining  to  be  done  was  a  contrivance  to 
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cbpdod  the  water 4o  the  cultivated  groundSi  Thus  they 
succeed  without  fallowiog,  and  ^som^times  without  ma- 
nure. 

The  watering  of  la^ds  is  a  principal  objeA  in  Cblnesf 
agrictilcure.  The  most  ingenious  method  is  by  a  chain 
pump,  consisting  of  a  hollow  wooden  trunk;  divided  along 
the  middle  of  the  inside  by  a  board  into  two  parts.  Flat 
square  pieces  of  wood,  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  cavity, 
are  fixed  to  a  chain,  which  turns  over  a  roller  or  small  wheel 
at  each  end  of,  the  trunk.  These  pieces  move  with  the 
chain  round  the  roller,  and  raise  a  volume  of  water  equal 
to  the  dimensions  of  the  hollow  trunk,  and  therefore  are 
called  the  lifters.  This  machine  is  worked  three  difierenc 
ways.  If  a  great  quantity  of  water  is  to  be  raised,  several 
large  v^ooden  arms  are  proje£ted  from  diflerent  parts  of  the 
lengthened  axis  of  the  rollers,  shaped  like  the  letter  T.  The 
axis  turns  on  two  upright  wooden  pieces,  across  which  is 
B  pole  to  keep  them  steady.  Men  treading  on  the  arms  that 
fvojcGt  from  the  axis,  and  supporting  themselves  on  the 
transverse  beam,  give  a  rotatory  motion  to  the  chain,  and 
the  lifters  raise  up  a  copious  stream  of  water.  This  machine 
is  also  applied  to  the  draining  of  grounds,  conveying  water 
from  one  reservoir  to  another,  or  elevating  it  to  small  heights 
from  rivers  or  canals.  Another  method  of  working  it  is 
by  yoking  a  bufFalo,  or  other  animal,  to  a  large  hori^^ontal 
wheel,  united  with  the  axis  by  cogs.  ^ 

A  similar  ftiachine,  but  less,  is  worked  by  the  hand ;  this 
has  a  handle,  like  that  of  a  grindstone,  fixed  to  one  end  of 
che  axis  of  the  pump.  Every  husbandman  is  possessed  of 
one  of  these,  the  making  of  \vhich  forms  a  considerable  oc- 
copacion.  An  uncultivated  spot  was  not  observed  through- 
out this  journey.  In  some  places  t&e  hoe  was  used  ins^eaci 
iof  the  plough*  , 
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As  there  were  no  inns  in  the  town  where  the  tmveHers 
were  again  to  embark,  they  were  ancomniodated  in  ihtf 
building  in  which  students  were  exan^inedfor  their  degrees. 
These  examinations  arc  always  public.  Oral  as  well  as 
written  questions  are  put  to  the  candidates.  Those  wJio 
^cceed  stand  a  fair  chance  for  public  stations,  and  those 
vWho  do  not,  acquire  a  portion  of  knowledge  which  enables 
dicm  to  live  with  credit. 

In  the  different  conversations  held  between  the  Viceroy 
and  the  Embassador,  the  former  continued  his  professions 
of  good- will  to  the  English;  and  among  other  things  asked 
if  his  Britannic  Majestv  would  write  soon  to  the  Emperor, 
and  send  another  Minister  to  China,  were  the  latter  disposed 
to  receive  one  ?  To  this  unexpefted  proposition  his  Excel- 
lency could  only  reply,  that  doubtless  his  Majesty  would 
write  to  the  Emperor,  but  that,  from  the  distance  of  the  two 
countries,  it  was  impossible  \o  determine  the  time  df  the  ar- 
rival of  a  new  embassy. 

Near  the  city  of  Koang-sin-foo  the  country  apjieared 
ttide,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  river  naked  rocks  of  vase 
,  height  were  seen,  of  dark  red  free-  stone,  used  in  building. 
Several  of  the  gentlemen  made  occasional  excursions  from 
^le  vessels  to  view  such  objefts  as  i^ere  worthy  of  observa- 
tion. Two  of  them,  however,  were  once  rudely  conipelled 
Co  return  on  board  by  a  Mandarine  and  some  soldiers. 
Chow-ta-zhin  and  Van-ta-zhin  being  informed  of  the  af- 
fair, ordered  the  soldiers  to  be  laid  flat,  and  to  be  beat  with  a 
^iece  of  slit  bamboo.;  but  this  punishment  was  remitted  at 
the  request  of  the  persons  who  had  been  insulted.  TheMan- 
^arine,  as  ttjie  pi  incipal  offender,  was,  ho wever>  deprived  of 
his  command.  The  punishment  of  the  bamboo  U  infliAed 
pn  any  person  not  in  the  order  of  Mandarines ;  and  zVkcrtaf 
^aa  both  degrade  and  punish  inferior  ofiBcers  widiont  a' 
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j^idl.  For  capital  pases  a  court  of  justice  is  established^ 
but  the  judges  slight  oral  eyidence,  unless  strengthened  bjr 
corroborating  circumstances  or  documents  in  writing.  Oi| 
jpharges  of  a  lighter  nature,  the  persoa  accused  may  fmrge 
himself  by  oath.  The  torture  has  been  sometimes  used  to  ' 
extort  confession  of  fact,  or  the  names  of  accomplices.  \ 
capital  sentence  is  seldom*  executed  without  tlie  Emperor's 
confirmation ;  and  such  criminals  are  frequently  taken  to 
Pckin,  where  the  sentence  is  revised  by  the  great  tribunal* 
A  day  of  public  execution  is  fixed  for  the  whole  empire; 
and  the  number  seldom  exceeds  two  hundred.  Except  for 
murSer  and  treason,  the  punishments  are  mostly  fine  and 
imprisonment,  whip[ung and  exile.  No  distinction  is  made 
between  murder  and  man-slaughter.  Theft  is  never  pu* 
nished  with  death ;  nor  robbery,  except  where  it  has  been 
attended  with  cruelty.  These  offences  are  indeed  rare  iQ 
China,  unless  in  time  of  famine.     ~ 

Tiie  most  infamous  of  capital  punishments  is  beheading. 
For  petty  crimes  the  punishment  of  the  cha,  or  as  the  Eu« 
jopeans  calidt,  the  cangucy  is  used.  This  is  a  large  piece 
of  wood,  with  a  hole  in  the  middle  for  the  neck,  and  tw0 
others  for  the  hands  of  the  culprit.  This  he  is  obliged  tp 
wear,  sometfmes,  for  weeks  or  months  together.  Thus 
loaded,  he  is  glad  to  rest  himself  frequently  ;  but  should  a 
servant  of  the  magistrate  see  him,  he  beats  him  with^  whip 
till  he  rises. 

Offenciers  have  hired  others  to  undergo  punishment  in 
their  room  ;  but  this  is  contrary  to  the  law,  though  the 
judges  may  perliaps  allow  a  child  to  suffer  ignominy  for 
bis  parent. 

The  jails  are  said  to  be  well  managed.  Debtors  and 
felons  are  never  allowed  to  associate,  and  the  two  sexes  are 
also  kept  separata.    A  debtor  is  never  cdnfined  for  life ;  tut 
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if  his  property  is  inadequate  to  the  demands  against  iiim^ 
he  wears  a  yoke  about  his  neck  in  public  for  a  ceitain 
peribdy  to  induce  his  friends  to  free  him  from  the  disgrace, 
fay  making  up  the  deficiency.  If  his  failure,  however,  has 
risen  from  gaming,  or  other  irregularity,  he  receives  bodily 
punishment,  and  is  then  banished  into  Tartary. 

A  Chinese  may  sell  himself  in  particular  cases,  as  to 
discharge  what  he  owes  to  the  crown,  tq  relieve  a  father, 
or,  if  he  is  dead,  to  bury  him.  If  he  serves  faithfully,  he  is 
set  free  at  the  end  of  twenty  years;  but  if  not,  he  is  a  slave 
for  life,  as  also  are  his  children,  if  included  in  the  contrad. 
The  Emperor's  debtors,  if  fraudulent,  are  strangled ;  but  if 
otherwise,  their  property,  and  even  their  wives  and  children, 
are^d,  and  themselves  sent  to  Tartary. 

The  Emperor's  claims  al-e  always  prior  to  any  other, 
nor  can  any  property  stand  against  them. 

Long  and 'tedious  law-suits  are  unknown  in  Chin;i. 
Men  of  learning  are  sometimes  engaged  to  plead  the  causes 
of  the  young  and  ignorant,  but  there  are  no  regular  law- 
yers or  attomies.  No  man  is  allowed  to  a3  as  a  ju Jge  in 
A  province  of  which  he  is  a  native ;  but  he  is  liable  to  be 
influenced  by  presents.  These  are  universal  throu^outthe 
cast,  and  are  made  by  both  the  contending  parties.  What 
is  worse,  they  are  cxpefted  to  be  proportionate  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  donor,  consequently  the  administration  of  jus- 
tice must  be  corrupt.  And  in  cases  of  difference  between 
Tartars  and  Chinese,  impartiality  of  decision  can  hardly 
be  expeded.  Few  of  the  former  were  to  be  found  m  the 
southern  provinces.  The  quantity  of  silver  imported 
from  Europe  has  caused  a  material  alteration  in  the  price 
of  all  the  aiticles  of  life,  many  of  which  are  as  dear  as  in 
IBngland. 

The  p^rty  were  obliged  to  stop  a  day  at  Koang-sipg-. 
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foo  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather.  The  country 
around  was  cultivated  prioicipally  in  rice,  several  miUs  for 
the  grinding  of  which  were  seen  on  the  river. 

The  travellers  soon  entered  that  extensive  and  swampy 
land  in  which  is  the  famous  Poyang  lake,  the  country 
round  which,  for  many  miles,  is  one  wild  morass,  covered 
with  reeds,  and  part  of  the  year  under  water.  The  only 
human  abodes  seen  hereabouts  are  a  few  miserable  huts^ 
whose  wretched  inhabitants  live  by  fishing,  and  by  raising 
plants  on  rafts  of  bamboo  laid  on  the  marshes,  or  the  surface 
of  the  water. 

Rivers  flow  into  this  lake  on  all  sides,  and  several  canals 
have  been  formed  from  it,  enclosed  between  high  banks,  to 
secure  vessels  from  tempests  and  floods.  Sometimes  the 
billows  rise  to  a  dangerous  height.  Small  sandy  islands 
*  spotted  its  surface,  on  which  were  the  humble  huts  of  fish^ 
crraen.  The  Poyang  discharges  itself  into  the  Yang- 
tse-kiang. 

The  appearance  of  the  people  and  their  abodes  continued 
to  be  the  same  for  many  miles  south,  of  the  lake.  Each 
seemed  to  have  his  own  fishing  grounds,  and  the  pond  had 
small  divisions,  in  which  the  fish  were  bred  and  fattened. 
Some  of  them  were  like  sprats,  which  are  dried  and  salted, 
and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  empire.  One  method  of  catch* 
iog.  fish  here  is  by  stretching  a  net  on  four  pieces  of  bam- 
boo, and  suspended  by  a  long  pole. 

There  is  abundance  of  water-fowl  in  tliis  part  of  the 
country.  They  are  very  tame  and  familiar.  The  com- 
mon vehite  necked  crow  of  China  will  allow  any  one  to 
approach  it  within  two  or  three  yards  before  it  will  take 
wing. 

As  the  travellers  approached  Kiang-see  the  scene  im- 
proved, both  with  resped  to  the  appearance  of  the  land 
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and  the  people,  but  the  progress  was  slow.  Lai^e  pfania* 
tions  of  the  sugar-cane  were  observed.  As  these  were  on 
a  sandy  soil,  and  high  above  the  river,  a  new  method  of 
irrigation  was  adopted. 

From  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  in  a  line  perpendicular  to 
its  bank,  arose  two  posts,  which  supported  the  axis,  abouc 
ten  feet  long,  of  a  large  wheel,  havins;  two  unequal  rimSy 
the  diameter  of  that  next  to  the  bank  being  about  15  inches 
shorter  than  that  of  the  outer  rim  :  both,  however,  dip  in 
the  stream,  wliite  the  opposite  segment  of  the  wbed 
rises  above  the  elevated  bank.  This  double  wheel  unites 
Y^ith  the  axis,  and  is  supported  by  16  or  18  spokes»  ob- 
liquely fixed  near  each  end  of  the  axis,  and  crossing  each 
other  at  about  two-thirds  of  dieir  length.  There  they  arc 
strengthened  by  a  concentric  circle^  and  fastened  afterwaids 
to  the  rims ;  the  spokes  fixed  in  the  inner  extremity  of  the 
axis  reaching  the  out^r  rim,  and  those  from  the  exterior 
one  reaching  the  inner  rim.  A  basket  work  is  woven' be- 
tween the '  rims  and  ihe  crossings  of  the  spokes,  serving 
us  ladle  boards,  by  Tvbich  the  wheel  is  turned.  Wooden 
spouts,  open  at  one  end,  are  fixed  to  the  rims,  inclining  to 
(he  axis  in  an  angle  of  about  25  degrees,  ^nsequendy 
those  which  are  in  the  stream  fill  with  w^ter,  which,  'm 
the  motion  of  the  wheel,  is  poured  into  a  (rough  placed  on 
posts.  The  whole  of  this  machine,  except  the  axis  and 
posts,  is  made  of  bamboo,  nor  is  any  sort  of  metal  used  in 
ks  cQnstru£iion*  The  wheels  are  from  ao  to  40  feet  in 
diameter,  according  to  die  height  to  which  the  water  is  to 
be  raised,  and  each  sustains  twenty  spouts,  of  four  feet  in 
length  and  two  inches  in  diameter.  The  contents  of  one 
spout  must  be  six-tenrtis  of  a  gallon,  and  of  the  whole 
tweJvc  gallons.  Supposing  the  wheel  to  revolve  four  tiroes 
in  a  minute,  diere  would  be  raised  iu  that  space  48  gallons^ 
in  one  hour  2,880,  and  in  a  day  69,120  gallons  of  water. 
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The  bantboo  is  said  to  thrive  best  in  a  dry  soil,  near 
tttnning  water.  In  about  eighteen  months  it  attains  its 
usual  height  of  twenty  feet.  It  is  both  light  and  solid,  and 
rises  from  the  ground  with^  trunk  which  lessens  according 
to  the  height  It  has  but  few  branches,  of  a  light  green^ 
and  the  leaves  are  long  and  delicate.  A  substance  is  some- 
times Found  in  the  hollow,  said  to  be  siliceous  and  medicinal. 
There  are  above  sixt^  species  of  this  plant.  It  is  used  in 
buildings  and  in  furniture ;  paper  is  made  of  the  pulp,  and 
the  tender  sprouts  are  an  article  of  food.  The  bamboo 
has  of  late  years  been  introduced  ii;to  the  West  Indies. 

In  this  journey  was  seen  a  species  of  the  sicus,  called  the 
Yang*8hoo,  the  branches  of  which  spread  horizontally,  so 
as  to  cover  nearly  half  an  acre  of  land.  The  country 
continued  very  populous,  with  various  manufa£torie9  of 
coarse  earthen  ware  and  porcelain.  In  some  parts  of  the 
river  were  huge  rocks,  which  rendered  tlie  navigation 
dangerous,  but  beyond  them  the  water  was  smooth  and 
covered  with  boats,  each  having  one  or  two  fishing  birds. 
Sometimes  the  fisherman  and  his  birds  rest  on  rafts  formed 
of  bamboos  joined  together. 

In  Kiang-see  the  lower  order  of  women  have  their  feet 
of  the  natural  size,  and  are  so  laborious,  that  it  is  common 
for  the  peasants  to'  come  from  other  parts  to  purchase  what 
they  call  a  working  wife.  The  husband  has  been  seen 
here  driving  the  plough  with  one  hand,  to  which  lu's  wife 
•was  yoked,  while  with  the  other  he  sowed  tlie  seed  in  drills. 
^  The  maidens  were  distinguished  by  having  their  hair  hang- 
ing down  between  the  forehead,  while  the  married  woiiien 
Jbad  theirs  bound  together  on  the  top  of  the  head. 

Farms  are  usually  let  for  a  term;  and  in  general  the 
crop  is  divided  between  the  owner  and  tenant.  The  latter 
enjoys. his  .share  entire,  but  out  of  tlic  former  the  Emperor'* 
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tax  15  taken»  which  is  said  to  be  five  per  cent,  of  the  ate^ 
rage  crop,  but  sometimes  it  amounts  to  a  tenth  of  die 
whole. 

The  river  now  ceasing  to  be  navigable,  the  travelkn 
set  out  on  another  land  journey,  and  soon  came  to  the 
foot  of  a  chain  of  mountains  which  divide  Kiang-see  from 
the  province  of  Quang-tung.  The  pa^ty  had  to  ascend  the 
highest  of  these,  the  top  of  which  was  enveloped  in 
clouds,  two  of  which,  2(s  they  appeared  to  the  eye,  were 
without  motion,  having  a  space  between  them ;  but  afier 
travelling  a  considerable  way,  these  apparent  clouds  were 
found  to  be  the  sun>mit  of  the  mountain,  purposely  cut 
down  to  make  an  acce^ible  passage.  So  beneficial  is  diis 
work,  that  the  name  of  the  Mandarine  who  caused  it  to  be 
done  is  canonized  in  some  of  the  adjacent  temples.  At 
this  pass  was  a  military  post. 

.  Trees  cover  the  mountain  to  the  very  top,  from  whence 
a  beautiful  prospect  bursts  on  the  eye.  A  gradual  descent 
of  several  miles  on  each  side,  chequered  with  towns,  vil- 
lages, and  farms,  lay  at  the  feet  of  the  beholder,  while  plains 
of  boundless  extent,  and  mountains  rising  from  the  horizon, 
terminated  the  view. 

By  a  reasonable  computation  this  elevated  spot  cannot  be 
less  than  8cxx)  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Numerous 
peasants  were  met  carrying  oil  in  jars  to  Nan-gsin-foo, 
from  whence  it  goes  to  the  northern  parts  of  China.  Some 
horses  were  also  seen,  very  small,  but  hardy  and  nimblcv 
with  neat  and  slender  limbs. 

At  Nan-shoo-foo,  about  eighteen  miles  from  the  pass  on 
the  moimtain,  the  embassy  embarked  on  the  river  Fe-kiang; 
which  takes  its  course  for  about  260  miles  quite  to  Canton. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  new  route  the  hills  were  rude  and 
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l)roken,  chiefly  producing  the  sesanqua  and  latch.  <  In  the 
little  dells  were  small  neat  houses,  round  which  were  cukir 
vatcd  spots  of  land.  In  the  bed  of  the  river  were  danxs« 
formed  with  stones  and  stakes,  leaving  sluices,  in  which 
were  placed  baskets,  having  pointed  sticks  approaching 
each  other,  to  permit  the  fish  to  pass,  but  to  prevent  their 
return* 

Proceedings  little  further,  the  sides  of  some  hiils  werQ 
planted  with  tobacco ;  but  others  were  bare,  and  their  over- 
hanging aspe6l  threatened  to  fall  on  those  who  sailed  under  . 
tliem.  Five  of  these  are  called  the  Five  Horses' Heads, 
Towards  the  top  of  one  were  layers  of  stones  of  difiFeretii 
colours.  lu  others  were  coal  mines,  which  were  worked 
by  drawing  a  level  from  the  river  into  the  side  of  the  mino» 
the  contents  of  which  are  discharged  from  the  mouth  of  a 
horizontal  shaft,  and  put  on  board  barges. '  Ttiis  coal  is 
soft,  and  similar  to  what  is  called  culm.  As  the  Chinese 
bum  their  fuel  in  close  stoves,  they  previously  char  their 
coal  in  deep  pits  near  the  mines,  and  a  living  is  gained  by 
gathering  the  dust  and  mixing  it  with  soft  earth,  whicli, 
when  baked  in  the  sun,  is  sent  to  places  where  no  coal  is 
iound* 

At  the  city  of  Chan-choo-foo  the  river  was  increased 
by  a  jundion  with  another  from  the  north-west.  The 
boats  which  ply  from  one  part  of  this  place  to  another  are 
mostly  managed  by  females,  who  have  either  left  their 
parents^  or  have  been  discarded  hy  them  for  their  miscon- 
.du^  Chastity  is  little  regarded  by  the  lovver  orders,  wbaCr 
ever  may  be  the  case  with  respe£t  to  the  higher  ranks. 
Cliinese  women,  in  general,  are  brought  up  ia  ignorance 
and.  retirement,  without  any  qualifications  to  render  them 
ibe  friends  or  constant  companions  of  their  husbands,  so 
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that  <|vcn  the  aditiiraciQia  of  their  personal  charms  is  apT  td 
diminish,  and  unnatofal  pra£Uces  are  regarded  vrithom 
horror,  and  are  seldom  or  never  punished  by  law. 

Where  the  females  never  associate  with  the  mca,  .the 
0)aniiers  or  sentiments  of  the  latter  cannot  be  refined  or 
elegant.  The  Chinese  politeness  is  indeed  very  ceremooi* 
t>us,  consisting  of  various  evolutions  of  the  body,  bow]|)^ 
of  the  head,  bending  the  knee,  and  joining  the  hands ;  bu( 
when  these  forms  are  gone  througli  the  performers  becorae 
quite  easy  and  familiar.  In. addressing  strangers,  they  seem 
to  regard  themselves  as  their  superiors. 

On  drawing  near  to  Canton,  it  was  not  unconunon  to 
hear  English  words  spoken  by  the  Chinese. 

Besides  numerous  boats,  laden  with  goods  for  Canton^ 
Acre  were  on  tlie  river  crowds  of  rafts  bbund  to  the  middle 
and  northern  provinces,  where  timber  is  scarce.  These 
consisted  of  larch  and  camphor  trees  bound  together,  ex- 
tending sometimes  above  loo  feet  in  length.  They  had 
several  mast«  with  sails,  but  wlwn  the  wind  was  unfair  tfiey 
"were  tracked  by  the  people  belonging  to  them,  who  h^ 
cabins  for  themselves  and  families.  Vegetables  were  grow- 
ing on  ihcm,  and  domestic  animals  were  reared ;  the  peofJe 
had  also  nets  and  other  fishing-tackle. 

A  huge  marble  rock  rose  on  one  side  of  the  river,  faavtng 
In  a  large  fissure  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  accessible  only 
by  boats,  a  temple  inhabited  by  priests  of  Fo.  This  temple 
consisted  of  several  apartments,  one  above  another,  to  a 
^eat  height,  and  over  them  was  a  heap  of'  stalactiies  tf 
least  a  ton  in  iweight,  from  whence  proceeded  onmeroos 
branches.  From  Aese  htfls  are  obtained  stones  used  in 
large  works,  as  pagodas,  bridges,  temples,  and  palaces.'  The 
Tivcr  now  flowed  thKwgh  au  iimneii6e  ptain,  which  wai 
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interBcfi^ed  by  large  navigable  canals,  us  well  ai  by  smaller 
ones  for  watering  the  grounds*.  The  chief  produce  waii ' 
rice ;  but  in  some  places  were  groves  of  mulberry  trees* 
As  the  party  drew  nearer  to  Canton,  nurseries  of  curious 
plants,  and  country  houses  belonging  to  the  native  mciv 
chants  of  diat  city,  were  seen,  to  one  of  wluch  the  Com* 
pany's  Comi!nissioners  and  several  English  gentlemen  came 
to  meet  the  Embassador.  .   , 

The  Viceroy  had  preceded  his  Excellency,  to  prepare 
fox  his  reception.  The  embassy  made  its  entry  Into  Caa«* 
ton  in  great  pomp,  December  1 3tb,  1793. 

Here  letters  were  received  from  Europe,  with  the  infor- 
ipatjon  that  war  had  broken  out  between  France  and 
Great  Britain;  it  was,  therefore,  pleasing  to  the  Embassaf 
flor  to  find  that  the  Lion  had  been  timely  stopped  by  his 
letter,  and  was  then  in  the  Bocca-  Tigris.  She  sailed  from 
Chu-san  Odlober  i8th,  at  which  place  her  crew  were  per- 
fedlly  recovered.  On  the  23d  of  Oftober  she  anchored 
near  the  Ladrone  Islands,  and  in  the  Samcock  ibund  plenty 
of  good  water.  On  the  summit  of  that  island  all  the  pas- 
sages leading  through \thc  Ladroncs  may  be  seen,  on  which 
account  the  Chinese  pilots  look  out  frem  thence  for  vessels. 
This  island  is  in  latitude  12  deg.  ^  xftin.  N.  and  longitude 
112  deg.  41  min.  £. 

Having  been  supplied  here  with  what  he  wanted  from 
Canton,  Sir  Erasmus  steered  through  the  Formosan  Straits; . 
but  meeting  with  a  violent  gale  of  wind  near  Pedra  Branca, 
he  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  Ladrones.  Several  Chinese 
pirates  were  hovering  thereabouts,  who  had  lately  taken 
many  junks  and  plundered  the  neighbouring  islands.  Their 
method  is  to  make  slaves  of  the  able  men  whom  they  take 
prisoners,  to  murder  the  rest,  to  sink  die  vessels,  and  burn 
the  houses.    November  21st  the  Lion  fell  in  with  and 
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captured  a  brig,  which  proved  to  be  that  belonging  to  the 
£ve  men  found  on  the  Island  of  Amsterdam. 

While  here,  Sir. Erasmus  received  the  Embassador's 
dispatches,  in  consequence  of  which  he  bent  his  course  for 
the  Bocca  Tigris.  The  Hindostan  also  reached  Canton 
sooner  than  was  expe&ed*  Though  the  people  of  Chu- 
san  were  ready  to  obey  the  Imperial  mandate,  and  tea  and 
silk  were  cheaper  there  than  at  other  places,  yet  the  mer-^ 
c^hants  had  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  goods  by  diem  for  so 
large  a  ship,  nor  had  they  a  demand  for  ttie  European 
goodie  that  were  on  board  her.  They,  of  course,  expeSed 
specie  for  their  own  articles,  which  tlie  Commander  was 
not  provided  with;  and  tlierefore  he  thought  it  best  to  pro* 
cced  to  Canton. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

STAY  AT  CANTON  AND   AT   MACAO. 

Canton  stands  chiefly  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Pe* 
^kiaog  river.  The  embassy  lodged  on  the  other  side,  in  suit- 
ble  buildings,  round  which  was  a  large  garden.  Some 
rooms  had  glass  windows  and  fire-grates. 

This  city  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  mixture  of  fo- 
reigners with  natives.  The  European  fad^ories,  each  with 
Its  national  flag,  contrasted  with  the  Chinese  houses^  form  a 
picturesque  scene. 

Adjacent  to  the  foreign  fa£lories  are  store-houses  for  the 
reception  of  European  and  Chinese  goods.  The  shops  are 
numerous,  and  several  are  laid  out  entirely  to  supply  the 
wants  of  strangers.  The  obje£b  of  importation  and  ex- 
portation are  carried  on  by  agents  of  the  diflferent  European 
Companies;  and  so  high  is  the  credit  of  the  English  Com- 
pany and  of  their  agents,  that  the  bales  with  their  mark  are 
Bever  examined  throughout  China, 

The  other  articles  exported  from  hence  bear  but  little  pro- 
portion to  that  of  tea.  Formerly  the  other  EuropeanCom- 
panies  bought  far  more  tea  in  China  than  (he  English  [  the 
grater  part  of  which  was  afterwards  smuggled  into  Eng- 
land. But  since  the  Commutation  A  St  the  nuniber  of  Eng- 
lish shfps  on  this  trade  has  prodigiously  encreased,  and  the 
quantity  pf  exported  goods  to  China  has  encreased  accord- 
ingly- 

}n  addition  to  th^  other  members  of  the  fadory ,  th^re  wera 
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at  this  time  presiding  over  it  three  Commissioners,  depufiecf 
as  well  to  regulate  the  Company's  affairs  there,  as  to  an- 
nounce the  intended  embassy  to  flic  CWnese  Court.  These 
gcndemen  gave  his  ExceUencv  a  partic^r  statement  of 
the  grievances  sustained  hv  the  Company  at  Canton,  which 
he  communicated  to  the  Viceroy.  That  Minister  accord- 
ingly published  two  edi£ls  against  the  frauds  and  insults  to 
which  foreigners  had  usually  heen  exposed.  These  mca* 
sures  greatly  alarmed  the  various  officers  of  the  Govern* 
ment  at  Canton,  and  en^reased  their  animosity  against  th^ 
foreigners, 

While  the  Embassador  continued  at  this  place  the  great- 
est faitiiliarity  was  kepi  up  berween  the  Viceroy  and  the 
Embassador.  The  fonrcr,  indeed,  was  a  man  of  mild  aad 
unassuming  manners,  and  was  the  first  of  his  station  wha 
permitted  the  native  merchants  to  sit  in  his  presence,  and  he 
was  also  said  to  be  the  first  Viceroy  who  condescended  to 
sic  at  table  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  English  fadlory. 

His  favourable  sentiments  towards  the  British  qation  was 
confinticd  by  an  admiration  of  their  scientific  knowledge, 
of  which  the  follov^ring  circumstance  ftiniished  an  evi- 
dence, Smoakingis  universal  in  China;  an^.  the  Vice- 
roy once  wanting  to  light  liis  pipe,  wt^ile  his  servants  were 
absent,  the  Embassador  took  out  a  phosphoric  phial,  and 
haying  opened  it,  he  kindled  a  match  for  the  purpose.  The 
Vicetoy  was  highly  pleased  with  this  phenomenon,  which 
his  Excellency  explained,  and  presented  him  with  the 
))ottle.  From  hence  iheEmbassador  took  occasion  to  descant 
on  thcdiscoveiiesof  Europeans  in  pJiifosophy,  such  as  the 
mode  o!  asceiKling  by  balloons,  the  apparatus  for  restoring 
suspended  animation,  and  the  operations  for  i  ecovcring  sight 
in  cases  ot  cataradt.  Dr.  Diuwiddie  read  philosophical 
Icdarcs,  which  were  4ttetided  by  the  Englishmen,  indsodi 
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tjli  lite  Chto'ese  as  knew  somewbat  of  English,  mkI  who 
Vcre  highly  delighted  with  several  of  the  experiments,  Dr« 
GiMati  was  of  e.ninent  service  to  several  Mandarines,  in 
prescribing  for  their  complaints,  and  persons  of  high  rank 
came  to  Canton  to  cottsult  hjm. 

Physic  is  in  a  very  loV?  state  in  China.  When  a  yo»r^ 
man  wishes  to  adopt  this  profession,  he  hinds  himeelf  as 
apprentice  to  some  pra^itioner.  The  costomarf  fee  among 
#he  peo[^  is  said  to  he  no  noore  than  sixpence ;  and  ahcyat 
4Gtir  times  that  sum  among  the  Mandarines.  Such  as  are 
of  great  dignity  have  physicians  in  their  families.  Tliose 
of  the  Imperial  boueehold  are  eunuchs.  Surgery  is  the 
most  backward  of  all  the  rest.  Amputation  is  unknovm. 
Notwirhstarfding  this  no  deformed  persons  were  seen  dar- 
ing the  cmbassy^s  progress  or  stay  in  China. 

Inoculation  is  said  to  have  beenpra^ised  here  in  die  tenth 
century  of  the  Chrtsciaii  »ra.  The  general  method  of  per* 
fortning  it  is  this  :  the  physicians  colled  ripe  matter  from 
good  pustules,  vrfiid),  wlien  dried  and  reduced  to  powder, 
is  siiut  up  in  a  porcelain  jar,  to  keep  out  the  air,  in  which 
state  it  will  retain  its  properties  for  several  years.  When 
^e  patient  has  gone  through  a  regular  preparation,  a  lucky 
^y  is  chosen  to  insert  in  his  nostrils  a  piece  of  fine  cotton 
uroolf  on  which  is  sprinkled  sotne  of  the  powder.  The 
'bKndoess  and  sore-eyes  said  to  be  prevalent  in  China,  may 
be  owing  to  this  mode  of  inoculation. 

A  male  physician  is  never  aHowed  to  attend  a  pregnant 
woman.  Midwifery  is  praflised  solely  by  women,  for 
whbs6  use  there  are  books  containing  rules  and  figures, 
inixed  with  varbua  superstitious  diredions. 

Quacks  are  very  numerous,  who  disperse  hand»bills  with 
attested  cures.  Among  others  is  the  sed  of  Tao  tse  or 
^ficiples  of  Lao-kouo,  who  pretend  to  possess  the  means 
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of  iffmoriality.  Several  Emperors^  from  the  desire  oflrr* 
ing  for  ever,  have  put  themselves  into  the  hands  of  these 
impostors,  when  10  perfe£t  healthy  and  have  in  hSt  fallen 
vi^ms  to  their  credulity.  Anatomy  is  in  a  very  rode  state, 
disscAion  heing  never,  or  very  privately,  used.  Drawings 
of  the  internal  stru&ure  of  the  body  arc  sometimes  published^ 
but  they  are  exceedingly  imperfedl.  Natural  history, .na- 
tural philosophy  and  chemistry,  appear  to  be  in  an  equal 
state  of  imperfeftion.  The  Chinese  have  a  voluminous 
encyclopedia,  consisting  chiefly  of  f&Sts  and  observations 
relative  to  the  sciences,  but  no  traces  of  a  system  in  any 
could  be  found.  Those  who  are  versed  in  the  language 
might  find  in  their  books  many  useful  dire^ions  in  the  che- 
mical and  mecham'cal  arts.  The  Chinese  have  found  in 
their  mines  all  the  perfedl  metals  except  platlna»  and  they 
know  well  how  to  obtain  them  without  alloy,  and  to  make 
various  mixtures  of  them.  Tiiose  of  gold,  however, 
are  seldom  allowed  to  be  opened;  but  grains  of  it  are  col- 
lected among  the  sand  in  the  rivers  of  the  provinces  of  Yun- 
nan and  Se-chuen.  It  is  pale,  soft,  ami  du&ile.  Some 
Mandarines  and  women  of  rank  wear  bracelets  of  it  round 
their  wrists,  from  an  idea  that  it  is  a  preservative  against 
diseases.  Leaf  gold  is  made  for  laying  on  paper  to  burn 
in  their  tripods,  and  for  adorning  their  idols.  The  wea- 
vers use  it  in  their  tissues  and  embroideries.  Trinkets  ara 
likewise  made  of  it,  which,  tliough  the  Chinese  do  not  wear^ 
are  sold  in  Europe  as  oriental  ornaments.  Silver  is  not 
only  used  in  exchanges  for  other  goods,  but  also  drawn 
into  threads  for  the  silk  and  cotton  manufaftures.  In 
making  bell-metal  more  tin  is  blended  with  the  copper  than 
elsewhere,  by  which  means  the  bells  are  more  sonorous,  but 
more  brittle,  than  those  of  Europe.  The  white  copper, 
called  penning,  is  very  beautiful,  and  of  a  very  close  grain. 
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It  takes  a  fine  polish ;  and  several  articles  in  the  imitation 
of  silver  are  made  from  it.    It  is  found  to  consist  of  copper, 
zinc,  a  littfc  silver,  and  sometimes  a  few  iron  particles,  and 
nickel.     Tu-te-nag  is  in  reality  zinc,  cxtra£led  from  a  rich 
ore,  or  calamine,  which  being  pulverized  and  mi3«d  with 
charcoal  dost,  is  placed  in  earthen  jars  over  a  slow  fire, 
whereby  the  metal  rises  as  a  vapour,  in  a  distilling  appara- 
tus, and  is  afterw^ds  condensed  in  water.    The  calamine 
contains  but  little  iron^  and  no  lead  or  arsenic.    Dr.  Gillaq 
was  told  that  in  making  pe-tung  the  Chinese  reduce  the 
copper  into  sheets  as  thin  as  possible,  which  they  make  re4 
hot,  and  by  a  very  strong  fire  almost  render  them  to  flow* 
They  are  dien  suspended  over  the  vapour  of  the  tu-te-nag, 
placed  in  a  ssbliming  vessel  on  a  brisk  fire,  which  vapour 
remains  fixed  with  the  copper.  The  whole  is  cooled  gradu- 
ally, and  has  a  brightercolour,  and  isdoser  grained,  than  diaC 
prepared  in  the  European  mode.    The  Chinese  do  not  ma- 
nage their  iron  ore  well,  nor  is  their  smith's  work  neatly 
executed ;  but  they  have  the  art  of  forming  that  metal  into^ 
much  thinner  plates  than  can  be  done  in  Europe.    Great 
part  of  the  tin  imported  into  China  is  made  into  a  very  thin 
^il,  which  they  gum  on  paper,  to  be  burnt  before  die  idols. 
The  amaigama  of-  tin  and  quicksilver  is  used  in  making 
smalt  mirrors  from  broken  glass  blown  again  on  the  spot. 
The  beiads  worn  by  men  of  rank  are  mostly  Venetian. 
Spedlacles  are  in  frequent  use  among  the  Chinese,  who  tie 
diem  round  the  head.    They  are  made  of  crystal,  which  is 
cut  into  plates,  with  a  saw  made  of  two  or  more  fine  iron 
wires,  tied  like  a  bow-string  to  a  piece  of  bamboo.  The  crys- 
tal is  saved  in  the  manner  in  which  watchmakers  divide 
small  pieces  of  metal.    A  small  trough  of  water  is  placed 
under  it,  to  teceive  the  powder  of  the  crystal,  and  with  this 
tfnixmre  the  wire  and  she  groove  formed  by  it  are  moisten^a. 
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The  Chinese  artists  were  entirely  ignorant  .of  opticf,  an^ 
'  knew  not  how  to  adapt  eye-glasses  to  the  various  defe3» 
of  vision.  In  cutting  diamonds  the  lapidaries. used  a^mao- 
one  spar.  The  artists  at  Canton  ace  very  expM  in  copy* 
ing  European  works.  Tliey  mend  and  inake  watches, 
copy  paintings,  and  cotour  drawingis,  with  the  greatest  ex* 
aftness.  They  make  coarse  ailk  stockings,  thou^  nose 
of  the  Chinese  wear  such  articles,  except  some  youths  wbo 
privately  imitate  die  European  fashions.  Qoidcsilver  b 
sometinces  used  in  die  same  disordprs  for  which  k  is  pre* 
ocribed  ki  Europe.  A  notion  prevails  that  ir  tends  to  ener« 
VHte  the  one  sex,  and  to  rause  barrenness  m  the  other. 

Marriages  in  China  are  observed  to  be  rery  prolific. 
Populatioo  is  not  seaaibly  lessened  by  war,  aal  naost  of  the 
soldiers  are  married  roes.  Excepting  famine,  diere  are  but 
few  drains  of  popukHMness.  The  aomberof  naamifaAurerfl^ 
however  large,  bears  bat  a  small  proportion  to  that  of  bus* 
ba<Klmen.  The  whole  empire  is  nearly  laid  out  for  the 
support  of  man,  no  land  hwig  permitted  to  lie  waste  or 
fallow,  and  very  little  being  taken  up  eitlier  m  roads  or 
pasture.  Even  the  soldiers,  are  otostly  employed  in  agri« 
cislciire*  From  these  aaad  various  coincident  causes,  it  is 
not  siu-prisi^g  that  evo'y  square  mile  in  China,  on  an  ave^ 
'  rage,  should  contain  about  one-third  more  mhabkaats  tha» 
fire  found  on  a  similar  space  in  ^ay  p^Vt  of.Eyrx^. 

Chow*ta-zliin  gave  the  Embassador  a  statement  of  the 
iahabitants  of  tht;  fifte^  province,  with  (he  amo«at  of 
square  oiiles,  and  .acres  hs^  eacfab.  From  this  it  appears  dni 
the  populatipa  &f  the  whole  is  333iOOO*cxX)  of  souis;  the 
square  milesi,297,999;  and  thc^niKnber  of  acres83(X7  i9»56o* 
1  he  wbple  extent  of  the  provitHes  is  i, 200,000 s^oiremil^ 
The  num)>er  of  uihabitat)U  is  taken  ia  ev&ff  4ivi^P  of  ^ 
d^strisSl  by  the  tenth  master  of  a  femilyx  and  tbeio  retMrns 
being  colleded  by  proper  officers,  are  sent  to  Pekm.    No 
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ioformacioa  could  be  had  of  the  peculation  of  Chinese 
Tartary- 

The  public  revoDues  of  Chiaa  are  neatly  aoo^ooaoco 
ounces  of  silver,  or66,ooo,oooL  sterling. 

When  any  extraordinary  expences  are  requisite,  owin;. 
to  inyurredlions  or  other  circamstances,  new  taxes  are  im- 
posed on  the  provifices  immediately  concerned.  It  is  said^ 
that  great  abuses  prevail  in  the  puUic  offices,  by  i^ich 
larg«  fortunes  hav<  been  acquired,  tliough  the  salary  is 
small. 

Were  che  whole  Cluoese  revenue  reduced  to  a  capitation,  it 
would  not  be  five  shillings  a  head,  wliich^  when  compared  to 
ihe  taxation  of  Europe,  is  trifling.  Of  tbeTartar  revenues  no 
certain  information  could  be  obtaiued.  The  Emperor  ret- 
ceivGs  tribute  from  the  chiefs  according  to  their  abiUties, 
Goods  imported  from  Tartary  sust<yn  a  small  duty,  but 
those  of  China  go  thither  duty  free. 

Respeiaing  the  milKary,  Van-ta-zhin  stated,  that  includ- 
ing Tartars,  the  army  amounted  to  1,000,000  infantry 
and  SoOfOOO  cavalry.  The  observations  made  by  the  em- 
bassy confirmed  the  first  part  of  this  s(atement ;  but  as  kvr 
cavalry  were  seen,  if  the  assertion  be  true,  the  greatest  part, 
of  theni  must  have  been  on  distant  service. 

Tb^  soldiers  are  mostly  Tartars,  who  have  more  pay 
than  the  Chinese.  The  principal  officers  are  also  of  that 
nation.  The  pay  and  allowances  of  a  Chinese  horseman 
are  throe  Chinese  ounces  and  three  tenths  of  an  ounce  of 
silver,  und  fifteen  measures  of  rice,  (the  weight  not  known) 
every  .linar  month.  A  Tartar  horsemctn  has  seven  ounces 
aod  twtnty  measures  of  rice,  A  Chinese  foot  soldier  has 
one  ousce  and  tfixth-tenihs  of  an  ounce  of  silver,  and  ten 
i)»Qasur^s  of  rice ;  and  a  Tartar  twO'OUnccs,  and  ten  nciea* 
^sures  of  rice  »  month*    The  arms,  'Accoutrements,  and 
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upper  garment,  are  furnished  by  the  Emperor,  vAc  abo 
bestows  donations  on  the  soldiers  on  particular  joccaaoBS, 
as  when  they  marry,  or  have  male  children  bocn*  At  the 
death  of  their  parents  they  have  **  a  gift  of  consdation;" 
and  when  a  soldier  dies  a  gift  is  sent  to  his  friends. 

The  Tartars  are  more  disposed  to  a  military  life  than 
the  Chinese,  who  are  chiefly  turned  to  literary  pursuits. 

Next  to  the  science  of  morals,  they  mostly  esteem  his- 
tory and  astronomy.  In  respeft  to  the  firsts  they  arc  parti- 
cular in  recording  the  events  of  their  country,  which  is,  to 
them,  the  world,  and  in  regard  to  the  latter,  the  climate 
and  constancy  of  the  atmosphere  naturally  led  their  minds 
early  to  the  study  of  the  celestial  bodies,  with  which  chro* 
nology  is  so  closely  connefled.  The  first  division  of  time 
doubtless  took  place  from  observations  of  die  periodical  re- 
turns of  the  superior  himiaaries,*  by  which  the  cycle  of  nine- 
teen years  was  obtained,  which  led  to  the  invention  of  that 
of  sixty  years*  This  last  served  as  an  aera  for  chronological 
reckoning,  and  also  to  regulate  the  luoi-solar  year.  Each 
year  of  the  cycle  is  distinguished  by  two  chara^rs,  taken 
from  two  particular  columns  of  words,  so  that  the  same 
cannot  appear  together  again  ibr  sixty  years.  In  the  first 
column  are  ten  words,  and  in  the  other  twelve ;  the  last  de- 
noting the  twelve  hours  of  the  day,  each  answering  9o  two 
European  hours.  The  first  word  in  the  first  columc,  added 
to  the  first  in  the  second,  marks  the  first  year  of  the  cycle; 
when  the  first  series  is  out,  the  eleventh  word  6f  thesecond 
is  joined  to  the  first  in  the  first  series,  denoting  the  eleventh 
year,  and  so  of  the  twelfth*  The  third  of  the  first  ii  com« 
bined  with  the  first  of  the  second  series;  and  going  on  in 
this  manner,  it  is  plain,  that  the  same  chara&ers  cannot 
come  together  again  for  sixty  years.    The  year  1797  wkh 
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US,  answers  to  the  54(11  of  the  68th  Chinese  cycle^  whicU 
fixes  ks  origin  2277  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ. 

The  annals  of  the  Chinese  ^re  not  confined  to  historical 
eventSj  but  mention  also  celestial  phenomena,  or  great 
changes  in  the  country,  and  several  conjun£Uons  of  the 
planets  are  recorded  in  them.-  If,  however,  they  ever  at* 
tained  to  the  skill  of  prediding  eclipses,  which  is  improba^ 
Me,  it  must  have  been  the  result  of  long  and  repeated  obser-* 
virions,  and  not  by  calculation. 

They  are  said  to  have  had  a  treatise  of  clepsydras  and 
gnomons,  300  years  before  Christ,  the  latter  direSing  how 
to  fitid  the  latitude  of  a  place«  and  to  draw  a  meridian  line. 
The  Chinese  records  concur  with  the  tradition  of  the  coun- 
try, in  relating  that  the  Yellow  River  onee  burst  its  banks 
and  destroyed  numbers  cf  the  people.    An  ingenious  pereoo, 
v^hose  name  and  particulars  are  mentioned,  undertook  to 
confine  the  stream^  for  the  future,  within  its  boundaries,  and 
he  is  said  to  have  made  a  chart  of  the  countries  adjoining ' 
to  the  river,  which  is  still  in  the  Shoo-king,  or  one  of  the 
sacred  books  of  China.     Its  antiquity  is  marked  by  the  di- 
vision, which  th^n  subsisted,  of  that  river,  in  its  progress 
through  Kiang-nao,  into  two  branches ;  one  turning  to  the 
northward,  and  fallmg  into  the  gulf  of  Pe-che  lee ;  and  the 
other  taking  that  course  in  which  the  whole  river  now  runs. 
No  relation  of  a  general  deluge  appears  in  the  Chinese  his- 
tory. 

Notwithstanding  their  defisfkive  knowledge  in  astronomy, 
the  Chinese  have  some  notion  of  imaginary  circles  in*  tlie 
heavc^ns,  as  the  ecliptic,  which  diey  c^l  the  Yellow  Road . 
the  equinoctial,  and  a  meridian  line.  They  do  not  deline- 
ate the  constellations  in  imaginary  figures,  but  conne(ft  them. 
on  their  charts  by  lines.  They  reckon  only  five  planets 
corresponding  tO;  end  presiding  over  the  elementary  sub* 
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Stances,  viz.  fire,  water,  eanh,  wood,  and  metal.  The  ge- 
neral opinion  is,  that  ^he  earth  rests  in  the  system,  and  that 
the  sun  moves  through  the  fixed  stars.  '  In  the  yellow  road, 
ibiir  pc  inis  are  marked,  to  note  the  four  seasons.  The  day 
is  divided  into  twelve  parts,  each  consisting  of  two  Euro- 
pean hours,  the  first  of  which  begins  at  eleven  at  night. 
Timd  is  measured  by  the  motion  of  sand,  the  descent  of  Ii« 
quids,  and  by  the  burning  of  a  taper  made  from  the  pith  of 
some  tree,  which'  being  divided  into  twelve  equal  parts»  each 
continues  to  bum  one  part  of  the  twelve  hours. 

In  announcing  the  hour,  the  nun^r  is  struck  with  a  maU 
let  on  a  large  bell,  by  a  person  appointed  to  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  time.  The  Chinese  have  no  particular  bigns  to  re- 
•  present  numbers,  similar  to  the  Arabic  figures ;  therefore, 
to  express  numbers  in  their  writings,  they  use  their  own 
chara£lers,  each  signifying  a  whole  number,  besides  its  re- 
.  lative  position.  Their  calculations,  however,  are  sbonened 
by  the  universal  muhiplication  and  sub-division  of  quanti- 
ties by  decimal  proportions. 

.  With  respe£t  to  mathematical  sciences,  the  Chinese  are 
entirely  dependerrt  on  the  learning  of  other  fixations.  Ano- 
ther species  of  dependence  has  arisen  from  the  great  encrease 
of  foreign  trade.  The  restraints  which  now  subsist  on 
comhierce  are  not  of  ancient  date,  but  originated  in  the  Go- 
vernment's being  dissatisfied  with  the  condu^  of  soipe  £u- 
,  rppean  traders.  Both  before  and  since  the  Taftar  conquest, 
.  ships  froip  Europe  freely  visited  different  ports  in  China, 
and  strangers,  dressed  as  Chinese,  travelled  through  the 
country  without  molestation ;  but  since  that  period  t1)e  re- 
strif^ions  have  greatly  encreased. 

The  Chinese  are  so  sensible  of  the  utility  of  trading 
Companies,  that^  they  have  one  themselves,  called  Hong, 

or   united   merchants,  \!»ho  are   a<;countable    for   each 
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Other  to  th^  Government  and  to  foreigners.  They  arc  per- 
mitted to  assess  among  thetnsclves  such  goods  as  they  have, 
for  sale,  to  defray  their  coUeflive  expences.  These  mer» 
chants  are  favourable  to  the  l^uropean  agents,  but  from  tlieir 
dread  of  the  Government,  seldom  venture  to  interest  them- 
selves on  their  behalf,  wheif  they  have  reason  to  con^plain 
of  oppression.  The  Commissioners,  therefore,  sensible  of 
the  advanuge  that  would  arise  from  some  of  the  English 
being  acquaintpd  with  the  Chinese  language,  endeavoured 
to  excite  in  the  factory  an  emulation  to  learn  it.  But  it 
was  difEcult  for  a  foreigner  to  learn  Chinese  at  Canton,  as 
a  peculiar  jargon  is  spoken  there ;  and  instructors  were  for- 
bidden to  teach  the  language  to  strangers.  The  Embassa- 
dor complained  of  this  prohibition  to  the  Viceroy,  who 
promised  th^t  the  English  should  meet  with  no  obstruction 
in  this  respe£t. 

Many  of  the  people  at  Canton  so  far  gain  a  knowledge 
of  the  European  languages  as  to  make  themselves  under- 
stood on  common  su^eCb.  A  Chinese,  however,  cannot 
pronounce  several  letters  in  most  alphabets,  as  B,  D,  R,  and 
X,  and  in  trying  to  pronounce  one  of  these  he  has  recourse 
to  another  to  which  he  has  been  used :  thus,  instead  of  R 
be  generally  pronounces  L,  which  sometimes  causes  ^  odd 
mistakes :  for  instance,  a  dealer  in  rice  sometimes  says 
he  has  that  to  sell  which  no  person  would  be  inclined  to 
buy. 

The  Chinese  abounds. in  synonimous  words;  but  if  in 

convei'sation  any   uncenainty  should    remain  as  to  the 

meaning  of  any  expression,  the  form  of  the  chara£ter  is 

traced  in  the  air  with  the  finger,  apd  the  doubt  obviated  al 

^  once.^ 

This  language  is  not  loaded  with  many  grammatical  rules, 
conjugation,  or  declension ;  nor  is  there  any  need  of  dis- 
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tinguishing  substaotivc^y  adjefUres,  cat  verbs,  or  of  aCcont^ 
ing  gender,  number,  and  case  in  a  sentence.  The  tcoKt 
are  but  few.  In  pronunciation,  no  more  sounds  are  adopt- 
ed to  express  ideas  tl^an  are  necessary  to  note  their  diflfereope. 
•  The  language  consists  of  monosyllables,  each  exprestii^ 
a  full  idea,  and  may  be  sounded  by  an  European  con-* 
sonant  preceding  a  vowel  and  followed  sonietiuies  by  a 
liquid. 

The  Chinese  language  has  a  ^ttled  order  or  syntax,  the 
formation  of  which  is  perfcdily  simple  aiid  artless.  In 
asking  after  the  health  of  a  friend,  a  Chinese  will  some- 
times say  koM  poo  hou  f  which  literally  signifies  ^'  wdl,  D<^ 
well  ?"  A  single  charaSer  representing  one  obje^  being 
I'epeated,  is  expressive  of  a  coIle£iive  quantity;  thus  the 
charafker  of  moo  alone  is  a  tree,  repeated,  it  is  a  thicket, 
and  tripled,  it  is  a  forest.  There  are  hardly  1500  distinft 
sounds  in  Chinese.  In  the  written  language  there  are  not 
kss  than  8o,cX50  charadlers,  or  forms  of  letters,  of  course 
there  are  about  fifty  significations,  or  charadlers,  to  each 
sound. 

The  greatest  pait  of  the  Chinese  chara<^ers  were  origi- 
nally hieroglyphic  or  allegoric.  The  sun  was  expressed 
by  a  circle,  and  the  moon  by  a  crescent,  and  a  man  by  an 
upright  figure,  with  lines  to  distinguish  the  extremities. 
The  form  of  these  chara€l:ers  has  not  changed  so  much  as 
the  sound  of  words,  as  is  evident  from  the  written  Chinese 
language  fbut  not  the  oral,  being  understood  in  most  of  the 
countries  near  the  Chinese  sea. 

In  arranging  the  written  charaSers,  a  systematic  order 
is  obseri'able.  Above  iop  of  these,  each  consisting,  for  the 
most  part,  of  a  few  lines,  denote  the  chief  objeds  of  na* 
ture,  forming  the  genera,  or  roots  of  language,  in  which 
cycry  other  species  is  leferred  to  its  geiuis.    Thus  the  ^it 
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U  a  genus  represented  by  a  curve  line,  and  the  species  to  be 
leferred  to  it  are  the  sentiments,  'passions,  and  affedionSp 
«aeh  having  a  naark  to  express  the  heart :  under  the  genr^  of 
iand  are  classed  manual  occupations  and  exercises :  under 
WQrdf  every  kind  of  speech,  study,  tricing,  understandings 
and  discourse.  A  hoi  izontal  line  expresses  an  unit,  /and 
V^lien  crossed  by  another  line  it  stands  for  ten.  The  five  ele- 
ments are  also  so  many  genera,  each  containing  numerous 
species. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Chinese  language  has  neither  beea 
derived  from,  nor  mixed  witli  any  other.  At  Canton,  ki* 
^ed,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  publish  an  English 
vocabulary  in  Chinese  characters,  for  the  use  of  the  native 
merchants,  who  thereby  learn  the  sounds  of  English 
words* 

The  existence  of  the  heiroglyphic  language  in  China  ii 
a  proof  that  the  great  influx  of  foreigners  ir.to  it,  as  for  in^ 
stance  the  Tartars,  were  so  disproportionate  to  the  con- 
quered «BS  to  be  unable  of  ahering  their  tongue  or  their 
customs.  The  printed  and  written  characters  in  Chinese 
are  the  same,  and  consist  chiefly  of  straight  lines  in  angular 
directions*  A  running  hand  is  in  use  for  common  occa- 
sions. 

The  Chinese  chara&ers  are  so  many  sketches,  or  abridg- 
ed figures,  and  a  sentence  consequently  becomes  a  string  of  ^ 
metaphors.  The  auxiliary  particles  of  colloquial  conver- 
sation are,  however,  excluded,  and  on  these  accounts  the 
study  of  the  language  is  difEcuIt.  As  it  is  made  up  of 
hieroglyphics,  we.  may  easily  conceive  how  the  acquisition 
of  Chinese  words  can  engross  roost  of  the  time  of  their 
men  of  learning.  But  enough  of  the  language  may  be 
acquired  by  foreigners  for  ordinary  purposes  and  converse ; 
and  further  improveoients  must  be  the  resudt  of  joapaciry 
and  application. 
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The  Viceroy  communicated  the  contents  of  scveraJ'fcf- 
ters  from  the  Emperor,  In  which  he  expressed  a  wish  for 
the  retur;i  of  an  English  Minister  to  his  Court,  and  that,  as 
he  meant  to  resign  his  crown  in  1 796,  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  him  at  that  lime. 

As  the  expences  of  the  embassy  at  Canton  continued  to 
.  be  still  defrayed  by  the  Emperor,  his  Excellency  chose  to 
go  tb  Macao,  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  Lion. 

The  Viceroy  expressed  the  greatest  regard  for  the  Em- 
bassador, as  well  as  for  the  English  nation ;  but  the  parting 
between  his  Excellency  and  his  Mandarine  friends  was 
particularly  affecting.  After  their  separation,  they  sent  on 
boanl  the  Lion  several  presents  as  tokens  of  ^heir  esteem. 

The  Embassador  was  politely  received  by  the  Governor 
of  Macao;  which  stands  at  the  end  of  a  large  island,  divided 
only  by  rivers  from  the  continent.  The  setdement  itself 
is  built  on  the  point  of  a  peninsula,  across  which  is  a'wall^ 
having  a  gate,  and  guard-house  in  the  middle  for  Chircso 
soldiers.  This  wall  is  formed  of  oyster  shells,  wiflkh  are 
here  very  large,  and  when  divided  into  sheets  and  poUshedii 
are  used  at  Macao  instead  of  glass  for  the  windows. 

This  settlement  is  about  eight  miles  in  circuit.  Here 
the  Portugucze  one?  cairicd  on  a  prodigious  traffic,  which 
has  now  almost  totally  ceased.  What  Utile  remains  is 
chiefly  carried  on  by  foreigners  tinder  Pof  tugueze  names. 
Macao  contains  about  12,000  inhabitants,  more  than  half 
of  whom  ere  Chinese,  who  are  as  industrious  as  the  Por* 
togucze  arc  indolent.  There  are  here  thirteen  churches, 
and  above  fifty  priests,  besides  a  French  and  Italian  eccle* 
siastic,'  who  have  the  charge  of  the  missions  in  Eastern 
Asia.  In  Tun  quin  and  Cochio-China  there  ai-e  about 
one.  hundred  Missionaries,  and  about  200,000^  Christiaa 
converts.    In  China  the  number  of  Christians  is  about 
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160,000.    The  conduct  of  the  Missionaries  entidestheox 
to  respect. 

Macao  has,  besides  the  Governor,  a  senate,  consisting  of 
the  bishop,  the  judge,  and  principal  inhabitants.  The  gar- 
rison consists  of  about  300  mulattoes  and  blacks.  There 
are  here  three  monasteries  Tor  monks,  and  a  convent  of  ' 
about  forty  nuns.  About  the  same  number  of  loose 
women  are  in  confinement,  who  can  only  be  released  on. 
being  married.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  be  accosted  by  a 
Portugueze,  with  a  bag  and  sword,  soliciting  alms. 

In  the  senate-house  are  columns,  on  which  is  inscribed,  in 
Chinese,  the  Emperor*s  cession  of  the  place  to  the  Portu- 
gueze. The  Chinese,  however,  treat  them  with  great  con- 
tempt,  exacting  duties  in  the  port,  punishing  persons  for 
crimes  committed  in  Macao,  and  they  have  even  gone  in 
religious  procession  through  the  place*  If  any  resistance 
is  made,  the  Mandarine  who  commands  the  boundary  Siopt 
all  admission  of  supplies  till  they  submit. 

There  are  two  Chinese  temples  at  Macao,  one  of  which 
stands  among  a  heap  of  large  rocks  of  granite.  This 
temple  consists  of  three  separate  buildings  over  each^ther ; 
the  passage  to  which  is  by  steps  cut  out  of  the  rock. 

Near  the  town  is  a  cave- called  Camoen*s  Cave,  in 
which  tliat  poet  is  said  to  have  written  his  Lusiad.  It 
stands  in  a  garden  belonging  to  a  house  whe;-e  tlie  Embas- 
sador resided  during  his  stay  at  Macao.  From  hence  there 
is  a  very  extensive  prospect.  The  garden  was  beautifully 
laid  out  and  planted  with  shrubs  and  fruit  trees.  In  the 
harbour,  is  a  litde  island,  formerly  belonging  to  the  Jesuits, 
who  built  upon  it  a  church,  college,  and  observatory. 

Part  of  this  romantic  spot  wras  laid  out  for  a  botanical 
«nd  part  for  a  kitchen  garden ;  it  was  also  well  watered 
with  sjprings.    The  island  was  defended  from  the  sea  by  a 
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wall,  but  the  buildings  are  all  in  ruins.  Where  this  kUoi 
lies  is  called  the  inner  harbour^  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
outer  bay,  which  is  exposed  t6  bad  weather.  This  bay  has 
been  growing  shallower  for  some  yeais*  One  side  of  it 
opens  into  a  bason  in  which  Lord  Anson's  ship  lay,  but 
none  of  thfit  size  could  enter  it  now. 

Soon  after  his  Excellency's  arrival  at  Macao,  the  in- 
telligcnce  he  received  of  the  arrival  of  an  enemy's  squadron 
jn  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  determined  him  to  convoy  to 
England  the  Cooipany's  ships  from  Canton,  atm>iinuog  to 
fifteen,  and  this  being'  known  in  difFerent  ports,  two  rich 
ships,  one  from  Manilla,  and  the  other  a  Portugueze,  took 
advantage  of  tliis  protection.  When  the  ships  were  all 
collected,  the  Embassador  embarked  on  board  the  Lion, 
leaving  none  of  his  suite  behind,  but  Mr.  Henry  Baing, 
now  a  supercargo  at  Canton  ;  and  the  Chinese  interpreter* 
who  now  had  to  enter  on  iiis  office  as  Missionary  in  the 
western  provinces  of  China. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

PASSACm  TO  8T*  IlSLSNA.     RETURN  TO  EVOLASfD. 

The  fleel»  VjrhjMi  assembled  near  the  Samcock  March 
t,7tbi  I7.94f  met  in  their  ^course  ipore  Chinese  juries  tha^ 
9lher  vends.  These  usually  sail  with  one  monsoon  and 
ipetum  with  another.  In  th^  N.  E.  monsoon  they  go  tq 
Manilla,  Banca,  and  Batavia,  and  retum  with  the  contrary 
one  to  Emouey  and  Canton. 

^  lo  the  straits  of  Banca  information  was  received  that 
th^  ei[iemy^  hearing  of  the  strength  of  the  fleet,  had  aban- 
doned the  station  where  they  had  been  waiting  in  hopes  of 
meeting  defenceless  sliips.  The  sqM^drqn  was.  soon  after- 
wards joined  by  three  argied  Indiamen  from  Bengal.  Near 
these  straits  a  fleet  of  small  vessels  was  met,  which  con- 
sisted of  a  snow  and  ten  Malay  proa^.  The  former  had 
fourteen  six  pounders,  and  each  of  the  latter  from  four  tQ 
eight  three  pounders. 

This  fleet  was  either  fitted  out  against  some  particular 
enemy,  or  with  piratical  purposes.  The  English  Com- 
mander,  however,  had  too  great  a  charge  under  h]m>  to 
iQiake  an  unnecessary  delay  in  examining  the  views  oj  tliss^ 
l^eople.  In  the  straits  of  Sunda,  the  squadron  took  iq 
wood  and  water  on  the  Java  side,  and  heKe  the  J^ckaU 
tender,  having  on  board  the  tea,  tallow,  and  varnish  plants, 
was  left  with  the  armed  Indiamen  bound  to  Calcutta. 

April  I9tb,  the  convoy  sailed,  and  soon  entered  the 
Indian  Qcean,  steering  generally  in  a  line,  somctiipes  abou.t 
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20  degreels  and  afterwards  25- degrees.  S.  of  the  equator, 
and  considerably  northward  of  the  course  which  is  pursued 
\n  the  passage  from  Europe.  For  a  month  the  weather 
was  uniform  and  pleasant,  hut  on  approaching  Madagas* 
car^  and  the  southern  coast  of  Afrjca,  the  atmosphere  be- 
pame  cloydy,  and  the  wind  shifted  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W. 
the  quicksilver  also  suddenly  fell  more  than  a  quarter  of 
an  inch.  Soon  did  the  tempest,  thus  foretold,  commence 
by  a  most  tremendous  clap  of  thunder,  attended  with  repeated 
gashes  of  lightning ;  and  the  air  w^  so  thick  that  one  end  of 
the  ship  could  not  be  seen  fiom  the  other-  The  rain  also 
fell  very  heavily ;  but  there  was  no  wind.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  atmosphere  cleared,  and  the  quicksilver  rose  gradoally 
in  the  tube.  In  this  storm  the  Glatton,  one  of  the  China 
ships,  lost  her  mizen-mast  by  the  lightning,  which  entere^ 
tlie  cabin  by  a  bell-wire,  and  stunned  several  of  the 
pflScers. 

May  23d,  the  same  indications  appeared;  and  in  the 
right  the  wind  blew  so  hard  that  the  Lion  was  obliged  to 
lie  to.  In  the  morning  it  was  found  that  the  convoy  had 
dispersed.  In  thi3  stormy  weather  the  fleet  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  steei-ing  for  St.  Helena.  June  8th, 
being  in  sight  of  that  island,  the  Lion  was  joined  by  dtU 
the  ships,  and  also  by  the  Samson  and  Argo  men  of  war 
from  Europe. 

St.  Helena  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Atlantic 
pecan,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  land.  It  rises  above 
the  sea  in  lofty  heights,  which  are  frequently  hid  in  douds. 
Some  parts  of  it  arc  covered  with  volcanic  ashes  ;  and  the 
whole  appears  to  have  been  thrown  up  by  a  violent  erup- 
tion. No  mineral  strata,  and  but  few  of  'stone,  have  been 
found  in  it.  The  top  of  the  island  is  woody,  but  very  cold, 
jP.illsof  water  flow  from  the  heights  towards  the  vallics, 
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Which^  are  thereby  somewhat  fertih'zed.  Thunder  or 
lightning,  or  stormy  weather,  are  seldom  experienced  in  its 
vicinity^     . 

The  island  is  about  twenty-eight  miles  ih  circumference. 
Along  the  leeward  or  northern  (^oast  there  is  safe  ancho- 
rage ,at  all  seasons.  The  tide  scarcely  ever  rises  above  three, 
feet  and  a  ludf,  but  there  is  sometimes  a  tremendous  surge, 
A  wharf  has  lately  been  ere£ied,  by  which  a  landing  is  novt 
perfedlly  safe.      , 

,  St.  Helena  was  discovcred^by  the  Portugue^  above  tw6 
centuries  ago.  From  them  it  was  faken  by  the  English^ 
who  were  afterwards  deprived  of  it  by  the  Dutch,  but  re- 
gained from  th'bm  by  Surprize.  The  high  and  steep  emi- 
nences which  divide  the  island  render  a  jOurtiey  from  one 
side  Co  the  other  tedious  and  di£Scult,  so  that  a  passage  from 
the  windward  side  to  the  opposite,  which  is  the  seat 
of  government,  is  regarded  as  a  serious  enterprize,  and 
'  several  of  the  inhabitants  have  never  been  so  far^  There 
arc  now  signals  all  over  the  island,  to  giv«  notice  of  the 
approach  of  ships. 

The  natural  produce  of  St.  Helena  is  said  to  have  been 
ilosufEcient  for  the  support  of  man  j'^bnt  cattle,  fruits,  and 
vegetables  have  been  brought  hither ;  and  by  great  industry 
it. is  enabled  not  only  to  supply  its  inhabitants  widi  neccs« 
saries,  but  to  furnish  refreshmefits  for  its  visitors,  ^ho  are 
sometimes  more  numerous  than  the  people  of  the  settle- 
ment. At  sucfh  times  every  house  is  open  to  receive  stran- 
gers, who  are  hospitably  treated  at  a  small  charge.  Here 
ships  are  supplied  with  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  and 
wood  and  wat^r  in  plenty.  The  island  was  not,  at  this  time, 
entirely  recovered  from  the  severity  of  three  yeass  drought, 
by  which  numbers  of  cattle  had  been  lost.  The  ill  efiedb 
afthis  calamity^  however,  were.f^wer  than  diose  at  th* 
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Cape  de  Verdes*  nrentioiiedin  a  ibmier  cbapter,  and  vej^e* 
tbtion  was  netr  flcnirishio^* 

Various  kinds  of  fruit-trees,  brought  hither,  had  ftHen  a 
^prtf  to  a  ies^TDdivs  insed ;  bttt  others  Were  cultivated, 
which  wefe  free  from  its  depredations,  such  as  die'appfe, 
ahe  pkotain,  and  banana.  The  soil  is  ^good,  and  seaie» 
.limes  produces  two  crops  in  a  year.  Cottoo,  indigo,  or 
canes,  have  tf^t  socteeded ;  but  good  cofiee  has  been  pr6* 
duced.  A  botajiic  garden  has  been  iiitituted,  which  is 
tichly  furnished,  and  is  under  the  care  of  a  gvrdener  sent 
liither  on  purpose  by  the  India!'  Company.  The  sea 
abounds  in  fish,  including  the  icnrtle.  Whales  are  so  nd^ 
tneroiis,  that  it  is  supposed  a  fishery  might  be  carried  on 
liere  to  great  advantage. 

The  land  IS  cuhivbted  chiefly  by  blacks^  who  were  for 
ft  l6ng  tttfie  at  the  absolute'  di^dsal  of  their  niMeis,  but 
are  n6w  uhder  the  proteAion  of  the  magifitrtites.  Ail  fatme 
importatioft  of  tdaves  is  prohibited.  There  are  here  also 
fret  Macks,  whose  industry  and  coiidisd  are  soch  that  not 
one  of  them  had  been  tried  for  a  crime  for  many  years, 
nor  had  any  ohe  of  them  become  bd^d^sn^oine  to  the 
parish.  By  the  regulations  of  the  Company,  tfiey  ^tt 
nearly  on  a  footing  widi  the  rest  of  the  free  hihiLbitanis,  and 
have,  as  wellas^iem,  Ihe  benefit  of  a  juary  in  crfmiaaHuii 
tivil  caiiseia.  •* 

The  chief  settlement  of  Si.  Hdena  is  in  a  vdlcy>  plea* 
lantly  and  securely  situated.  The  biUs  on  each  sid^  atd 
>i7ery  steep,  and  fhmi  theimmmits  the  view  towards  die  sea 
is  tremendous. 

While  the  Lion  lay  here  at  aixrhor,  in  twenty  &diotn6 
water,  a  man  on  board,  who  was  a  nadve't^f  the  SiCndwich ' 
Islamb^  frequentTy  dived  into  thb  sea  for  d<4lars  Arowft 
tn,  which  he  caught  before  ^ey  could  leach  the  botlOd». 


Digitized 


by  Google 


EMBASSY   to  CftlNA.  4^ 

He  would  likewise  catch  two  at  once,  one  thrown  tow^Nb 
the  head,  and  the  other  towards  tlie  steriiof  the  ship.  Ttfe 
tame  peraon  wduti  aUow  two  i^en  to  throw  «pears  at  him, 
at  die  same  time,  both  of  which  be  would  either  .play  with 
or  catchy  as  they  came'^to  likn.  He  ^^a»  taken  on  board 
the  French  brig,  bufthoogh  he  had  been  someaiondis  ia 
the  Lion  he  could  not  speak  a  word  of  French  of  English. 
His  countenance  was  open,  his  disposition  good-natured, 
and  his  featites  mi  unpleasing. 

July  isty'the  fleet  sailed  from  St.  Helena ,  with  the 
Samscm  and  Argo,  five  Indiamen,^  and  a  South  Sea 
whaler.  The  variation  of  the  needle  was  16  deg.  x6  min. 
W«  which  is  an  increase  of  two  degrees  Inten'years^  The 
ships  steered  N*  W.  to  the  equator,  which  was  crossed  in 
24  deg  of  W.  long.  The  trade  wind  continued  to  the  la- 
titude of  12  deg.  N;  where  the  ships  were  becalmed  for 
about  ten  days.  In  this  passage  trial  was  made  of  a  ma« 
rine  chair,  made  after  a  model  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Longitude  by  Sir  Joseph  Senhouse,  Though  the  ship 
roiled  much,  yet  the  chair  kept  its  horizontal  position,,  and 
distant  obje^  were  steadily  obserfted  by  the  telescope. 

July  2 rst,  a  fleet  of  dmnssiilai^peaied tothe N •  £•  five 
of  which  fbrmedin  alnie  of  battle  abneastr  and  bore  towards 
the  convoy,  while  the  others  4ay  to,  to  windward.  The 
Lion,  Samson,  and  Argo  also  formed  a  line.  The  wea« 
tber  came  on  so  thick  that  die  two  fleets  could  not  see  each 
other  -,  but  when  the  fog  cleared  away,  the  opposite  ships 
were  fotmd  to  be  ImUamen  from  Engiaiidi  convoyed  by  the 
Assistance  man  of  war. 

The  homeward  bound  fleet  pursued  its  course  with  a 
slow  progi'ess,  and  in  the  middle  of  August  passe^oear  the 
Western  Islands,  where  the  Spanish  and  Poitugueze  vessels 
left  them.    Sept.  a,  the  southern  paft  of  Ireland  appeared. 
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and  on  the  .5th,  at  night,  the  convoy  suddenly  fdl  in  with 
£arl  Howe's  fleet,  sailing  in  the  opposite  course. 

The  next  day  tlie  Lion  anchored  at  Portsmomh,  and  the 
Embassador  and  suite  landed,  after  an  absence  of  i^arly  twe 
^  years,  in  which  time  he  had  served  his  country  in  a  skua- 
don  of  great  novelty  and  importance. 
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1  ABLE-TALK :  being  the  Discourses  of  John  Selden,  E$<I. 
or  his  Sense  of  various  Matters  of  Weiglit  and  hi«vh  Conse- 
quencei  relatine  es]>eciaH/  to  Religion  and  State.     A  nevr 
Edition*  with  the  Life  of  the  Author,  and  Notes.     Price  is.  - 
6d.  bound. 

The  Posthumous  Daughter,  a  Novel,  in  2  Vols.  Price  7s. 
.  ip  boards. 

The  History  of  Julia  D'Haumont,  or  the  eventful  Con- 
nexion of  the  House  of  Montmelian  with  that  of  D'Hau- 
jnont.     By  the  Rey-  James  Douglas,  of  Qhiddingford,  Sus- ' 
sex.  2  Vols.  Price  6s.  in  boards. 

The  History  of  Sir  William  Harrington,  written  some 
years  ago  by  a  Lady,  and  revised,  correded,  and  improved 
by  the  Fate  Mr.  Richardson,  Author  of  Sir  Charles  Grandison, 
Clarissa,  &c.  A  new  gdition,  being  the  Third,  in  4  Vols, 
Price  145.  boards. 

*»•  These  volumes  have  been  hfeld  in  such  universal  es- 
timation, that,  besides  an  extensive  sale  at  ho<7ie,  numerous 
impressions  'were    circulated    through    Scotland,   Ireland, 
France,  and  Germany,  before  the  first  year  of  ihsir  publica- 
tion was  expired.     They  received  the  general  approbation 
of  the  Reviewers  of  that  period,  and  were  recommended  to 
be  worthy  of  a  situation  in  all  Libraries,  as  a  modest  supple- 
ment to  Mr.  Kichardson's  excellent  writings. 
The  Warning  Voice.  4to.  Price  2s. 
NIoral  Tales,  in  Verse,  founded  on  real  Events,  and  de- 
dicated by  permission  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds.    By 
ThomasHull,  of  the  Theatre- Royal,  Covent-Garden.     Em- 
bellished with  an  elegant  engraved  Portrait  of  the  Author. 
2  vols.  Price  75. 

BelPs  Classsical  Arrangement  of  Fugitive  Poetry,  ele- 
gantly printed  in  17  Vols.  This  Work  includes  the  Mis- 
cellaneous CoUedionsof  Dodsley,  Pearch,  Mendez,  Nicholls, 
4cc.  &c.  and  also  the  Poetical  Compositions  which  hav€  not 
hithyp  been  published  in  any  colle^ed  or  regular  for»ii ; 
^aiiy  Authors  of  such  Poems  have  kindly  promised  to  cor-> 
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red,  arrange,  and  reyhe  their  own  j^ieccf :  iatcnded  as  a 
Sopplement  to  the  Po6ts  of  Grea«  Briton.     Price  2I.  145. 

The  Eighteenth  Volame  U  also  ja«i  published.  3$. 

A  Testimony  of  Truth  to  Exalted  merit ;  or  a  Biog^phi^ 
cal  Sketch  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Coantess  of  Deib/.  With, 
a  striking  likeness  of  her  Ladyship..     Price  as. 

A  few^  Copies  are  elegantly  printed  opOA  fine  paper^  with 
proof  impressions  of  the  plate.     Priee  4A. 
The  College:  a  Satire.  Canto  Pint  and  Second.  Price  3s- 

^  HEffT  PLATS. 

Abroad  and  at  Home,  a  Comic  Opera^  in  Three  Ads^  bf 
J:  0*  Holman.     Svo.  .Price  zs. 

The  Honest  Thieves;  a  Farce,  in  two  Afts.  Altered 
from  the  Committee,  by  T.  Knight.     Price  is. 

The  Shipwreck,  a  Comic  Opera,  in  twoAds,4iyS.  J. 
Arnold.     The  Music  by  Dr.  Arnold.     Price  is.    . 

The  Wandering  Jew ;  or  Love's  Ma&querf de,  a  Comedy, 
in  two  A&s,  by  Andrew  Franklin.     8vo.  Pnce  is. 

A  Trip  to  the  Nore,  a  Musical  £nteruinme&t«  in  one  AA. 
By  An.drew  Franklin.     Price  is. 

BURKE'S  MISCELLANEOUS  PAMPHjLETS. 
Vindication  of  Natural  Society,  1$.  6d. — Speech  on  Ame^ 
rican  Taxation,  as. — Motion  for  Conciliation  with  the  Colo* 
nies,  25. — Letter  to  the  Sheriffs' of  Bristol,  as.-^peech  oa 
the  Independence  of  Parliament,  is. — Observations  on  a  late 
State  of  the  Nation,  as.  6d.— Two  Letters  to  the  Gentlemea 
of  the  City  of  Bristol,  relative  to  the  Trade  of  Ireland,  is. 
-^Thoughts  on  the  Causes  of  the  present  Discontents,  ss.  6d; 
i^^peech  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's  Debts,  3s. — Appeal  from 
the  New  to  the  Old  Whigs,  3s. — Thoughts  on  a  Regicide 
Peace,  3s. — A  Letter  ^oin  Mr.  Burke  to  a  Member  of  the 
'National  Assembly,  as.-^Letter  to  a  Noble  Lord>  On  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  Attack  on  his  Pension,  as. 

The  above  sold  separate  at  half  price,  or  the  whole  bound 
and  lettered,  making  two  handsome*volumes,  Svo.  embellished 
with  a  Likeness  of  the  Author,  price  los.  6d. 

*  *  •  These  Pamphlets,  which  comprise  the  principal  part  of 
Mr.Bu-kc's  Works  in  3  voU.  4to.  illustrate  the  History  andPo* 
11  tics  of  the  present  Reign  more  than  any  other  Publications 
exunt.- 
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